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(54) Title: PERSONAL HYGIENE PACKAGE
(57) Abstract

A personal hygiene package for use in dis-
pensing sheets of moist paper from a pre-moistened
toilet roll for use in cleaning human skin, the per-
sonal hygiene package comprising a dispenser hav-
ing a lid (1) which opens to allow the toilet roll (10)
to be inserted into it, a severing edge (8) located so
that a lip (9) of the lid (1) closes over the severing
edge (8) when the lid (1) is in a closed position for
allowing severing of the toilet roll (10) into sheets
(11) and the lid (1) also being disposed to substan-
tially maintain the humidity within the dispenser so
that the moisture of the toilet roll (10} is maintained.
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TITLE
PERSONAL HYGIENE PACKAGE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a moist toilet roll and holder for use in
assisting in personal hygiene when using a toilet.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

| was unable to purchase in the market place a moist toilet roll and holder to
satisfy my needs. Paper toilet rolls in the main, are harsh on human skin.
They cause irritation, rash and inflammation and fall a long way short of
complete cleanliness. The reason for this invention is so that a person can
feel positively clean after going to the toilet.

| discovered that when | get up in the morning and have a shower, then need
to go to the toilet and use the existing toilet paper, | DO NOT feel clean. Also
the use of the toilet paper leaves me with a rash due to its roughness. | feel |
need to have another shower, or at least go to the bathroom and have a wash
which for me and anyone else is degrading. If you go to the toilet you should
be able to feel clean before leaving the toilet. If you are at work or visiting
friends in their home, this second option is not possible. The NEED for my
INVENTION IS GREAT. Since | have been using my prototype invention (10
MONTHS). | no longer have a problem because of the softness of the moist
material which leaves me feeling hygienically clean, refreshed and
comfortable at all times and there is no sign of inflammation or a rash.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Therefore it is an object of the present invention to provide a Personal
Hygiene Package for use in increasing cleanliness after using a toilet.

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention there is provided a
personal hygiene package for use in dispensing sheets of moist paper from a
toilet roll for the use in cleaning human skin, the personal hygiene package
having:

a dispenser having a lid which opens to allow the toilet roll to be inserted into
it, a severing edge located so that a lip of the lid closes over the severing
edge when the lid is in a closed position for allowing severing of the toilet roll
into sheets, and the lid also being disposed to substantially maintain the

humidity within the dispenser so that the moisture of the toilet roll is
maintained.

PCT/AU96/00014
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

An exemplary embodiment of the present invention will now be described with
reference to the accompanying drawings, which are:-

Figure 1 is perspective view, seen from above, of a personal hygiene
package in accordance with the present invention; and,

Figure 2 is a cross-sectional side view of a part of a severing lip and serrated
edge of the package of Figure 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The personal hygiene package comprises a dispenser and a pre-moistened
toilet roll (10).

The dispenser is preferably moisture-proof (although not necessarily airtight).
The dispenser has a lid 1, a left side 2, a right side 3, a back 4, a base 5,
mounting holes 6, pivots 7, a severing lip 8, and a serrated edge 9.

Typically, the lid 1 is transparent, to show the amount of the toilet roll 10
which remains to be used, and the remainder of the dispenser is opaque.
The back 4 has the two screw holes 6 to enable the dispenser to be affixed to
the toilet/ensuite vertical wall. The left side 2 and the right side 3 of the
dispenser are attached to the lid 1 by the pivots 7 to allow the lid to open and
close to allow a new pre-moistened toilet roll 10 to be inserted into it. The lip
8 is disposed upwardly of the base 5 to meet with the lid 1 as shown in Figure
2 so as to act as a seal to ensure that the humidity is retained within the
dispenser thus inhibiting the pre-moistened toilet roll 10 from drying out. The
lid 1 typically has a serrated edge 9 for providing a drag on the toilet roll 10
as it is pulled out of the dispenser, as described hereinafter. It is to be
understood that it is not essential for the lid 1 to have the serrated edge 9 and
that the severing of the toilet roll 10 into sheets will occur even without the
serrations. What is important is that there be an overlap of the edge 9 of the
lid 1 and the lip B of the base 5.

The pre-moistened toilet roll 10 is made of a plurality of sheets 11, such as,
for example, 220 sheets 11, each having a typical size of 100 mm x 110 mm.
The sheets 11 are conveniently joined by serrations so as to allow the sheets
11 to separate upon hand pulling (similar to that of conventional non-
moisturised toilet paper). The sheets 11 are preferably made from a
biodegradable material. The sheets 11 could be made of material such as
material as cellulose wadding or the like. Typically the sheets 11 chemically
treated with

(a) canestan - recommended by the medical profession for patients
suffering with thrush in the vaginal area;

(b) aloe vera;
(c) lanolin,;
(d) vitamin E; and/or
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(e) other ingredients related to moisturised material for the purpose of
perfumery and softening agents, etc.

Typically, the toilet roll 10 does not have a spindle so as to allow the toilet roll
10 to rest on the base 5 and thus soak up any condensation that takes place
there. .

Modifications and variations such as would be apparent to a skilled
addressee are considered within the scope of the present invention. For
example, a spindle could be added to the roil 10 to assist in maintaining the
flatness of the sheets 11 of moistened paper as they are removed - even
down to the last sheets 11. The container could be made from - plastic,
acrylic, china, powder coated metal or injection moulding etc. it is also
envisaged that a larger version of the container and moist roll could be used
in kitchens - as hand towels.

e
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CLAIMS

1. A personal hygiene package for use in dispensing sheets of moist
paper from a toilet roll for the use in cleaning human skin, the personal
hygiene package having:

a dispenser having a lid which opens to allow the toilet roll to be inserted into
it, a severing edge located so that a lip of the lid closes over the severing
edge when the lid is in a closed position for allowing severing of the toilet roll
into sheets, and the lid also being disposed to substantially maintain the

- humidity within the dispenser so that the moisture of the toilet roll is

maintained. :

2. A personal hygiene package according to Claim 1, in which the
dispenser has a base with a lip, the lip being disposed so that the severing
edge of the lip is located proximate it when in the closed position, so that the
sheets of the toilet roll can be severed and so that the dispenser is
substantially moisture retentive.
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PREMOISTENED TOILET PAPER
DISPENSER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. The Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to apparatus for dispensing
toilet paper, more specifically, the present invention relates
to apparatus for dispeasing pre-moistened toilet paper.

2. The Relevant Technology

Toilet paper is commonly used to clean the rectum after
having a bowel movement, Since this process deals with the
handling of human feces, it is easy for an individual’s hands
to become contaminated from the feces. Failure to properly
clean the contaminated hands, such as by washing with soap
and hot water, can casily result in the transfer of contami-
nation. This problem is especially important with respect to
individuals involved in public service. For example, failure
of restaurant employees to clean their hands after going the
bathroom can result in contamination of the food being
served. Likewise, failure of medical practitioners to properly
clean their hands can result in transferring bacteria to
patients,

Conventional toilet paper is a dry, loosely woven, fibrous
material that easily decomposes in water. This is to help
insure that the toilet paper casily flushes in the toilet. Toilet
paper is predominately wood fibers and, as such, does not
work to disinfect the user’s hands. Rather, toilet paper is
used to limit contact of the hands with the feces.

One problem often encountered with toilet paper is that it
can be abrasive to the walls of the rectum. This is especially
true for infants who often obtain rashes. The problem is also
encountered in adults who can suffer from chafing or the
irritation of hemorrhoids. One approach for remedying this
problem in infants has been to use pre-moistened tissues.
Such tissues typically come in a separate dispenser. The
added moisture helps to soften the paper and make it easier
to clean the infant.

The use of pre-moistened tissue, however, also has its
problems. For example, a wet tissue can often be cold and
clammy, making it uncomfortable 10 a child or user.
Furthermore, since the tissues are in a separate coatainer, the
tissues may be inappropriately positioned for use by adults.

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to
provide improved apparatus for dispensing toilet paper.

It is another object of the present invention to provide
apparatus for dispensing pre-moistened toilet paper.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
apparatus for warming the moistened toilet paper so as to
minimize the discomfort of the moistened toilet paper.

Yet another object of the present inveation is to provide
apparatus for dispensing toilet paper that will minimize the
spread of germs, especially when an individual fails 1o wash
their hands. v

Finally, another object of the present invention is to
provide the above apparatus configured to fit within a
cos::'cntional toilet paper holder so as to be conveniently
W

These and other objects, features, and advantages of the
present invention will become more fully apparent from the
following description and appended claims, or may be
learned by the practice of the invention as set forth herein-
after.
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To achieve the foregoing objects, and in accordance with
the invention as embodied and broadly described herein, a
housing is provided having an interior surface defining a
chamber. The chamber is sized to receive a pro-moistened
toilet paper roll. The chamber is substantially sealed to help
prevent evaporation of moisture on the toilet paper roll. The
housing is further defined as having a first end wall, an
opposing second end wall, and a tubular side wall extending
therebetween. The tubular side wall comprises a C-shaped
tube having a first lip and an opposing second lip with an
opening extending therebetween. A door is slidable mounted
on the interior surface of the C-shaped tube. The door
selectively covers the opening.

The first end wall is removable to define an access for
insertion of the toilet paper into the chamber. A rod extend-
ing from the second end wall of the housing projects into the
chamber. The rod is used for holding the toilet paper roll as
the toilet paper is dispensed. More specifically. the toilet
paper has a passageway longitudinally cxteading there-
through. The passageway is sized to receive the rod as the
toilet paper is positioned within the chamber of the housing.
Once the teilet paper roll is positioned within the chamber.
the first end wall can be repositioned to substantially seal the
chamber closed. The door can then be raised to allow an
opening through which the toilet paper can be dispensed.

Although the toilet paper can be dry. in the preferred
embodiment the toilet paper is moistened or saturated with
substances such as water, bacteriostatic agents. antibacterial
ageats, lotions, or combinations thereof.

One of the novel features of the present invention is that
it can be attached to a conventional toilet paper holder. As
such, the present apparatus can be used without any home
remodeling or additional fixed structures required. Conven-
tional toilet paper holders comprise adjacent arms which
have interior faces having recesses formed therein. In tra-
ditional uses, a collapsible member is positioned between
the recesses to hold the toilet paper in position. In the preseat
invention, opposing fingers are positioned on opposing sides
of the housing. At least one of the fingers is collapsible
enabling the fingers to be selectively positioned within the
opposing recesses, thereby securing the housing to the
conventional toilet paper holder.

Anocther important aspect of the present invention is the
means for heating the pre-moistened toilet paper within the
chamber of the housing. This can be accomplished in a
number of alternative embodiments. For example, the beat-
ing pad can be positioned on the interior surface of the
C-shaped tube. A compartment extending off of the housing
cap hold batteries for caergizing the electrical pad. In
alternative embodiments, the compartraent can include both
batteries and a light bulb. The light bulb can be used as a heat
source for warming the toilet paper within the chamber of
the housing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the manner in which the above-recited and
other advantages and objects of the invention are obtained
will be understood, a more particular description of the
invention briefly described above will be rendered by ref-
erence to a specific embodiment thereof which is illustrated
in the appended drawings. Understanding that these draw-
ings depict only a typical embodiment of the invention and
are not therefore to be considered to be limiting of its scope.
the invention will be described and explained with addi-
tional specificity and detail through the use of the accom-
panying drawings in which:
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FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the inventive housing used
to hold pre-moistened toilet paper, the housing being
secured to a conventional toilet paper holder;

FIG. 2 is an exploded view of the housing shown in FIG.
1 showing toilet paper being disposed therein;

FIG. 3 is ope embodiment of the housing shown in FIG.
1 having a door opened for dispensing the toilet paper
housed therein;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the housing shown in
FIG. 1 revealing a compartment housing batteries;

FIG. § is cross-sectional front view of the housing shown
in FIG. 1; and

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional side view of an alternative
embodiment of the honsing shown in FIG. 1 in which a light
bulb is used to heat the toilet paper.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The present invention relates to apparatus for dispensing
toilet paper and, more specificaily, apparatus for dispensing
pre-moistened toilet paper. Depicted in FIG. 1 is a housing
10 sclectively secured to a conventional toilet paper holder
12. Housing 10 is used to hold and dispense toilet paper or
pre-moistened toilet paper. Housing 10 is shown as having
a first end wall 14, an opposing second end wall 16, and a
tubular side wall 18 extending therebetween. Projecting
from sidewall 18 is a hollow compartment 28 that will be
discussed later in greater detail.

The present invention provides means for selectively
forming an opening in the housing through which the
pre-moistened toilet paper caa be dispensed. FIG. 2 is an
exploded view of the housing 10 shown in FIG. 1. As
disclosed therein, sidewall 18 has a substantially cylindrical
interior surface 22 that defines a holding chamber 24.
Holding chamber 24 is bounded on opposing sides by first
end wall 14 and second end wall 16. In the preferred
embodiment. as shown in FIG. 2, sidewall 18 is shown as
comprising an elongated C-shaped tube 26 having a door 28
slidably mounted thereon. C-shaped tube 26 has an interior
surface 30 extending between a first lip 32 and an opposing
second lip 34. An opening 36 is defined as extending
between first lip 32 and second lip 34.

Door 28 is shown as comprising an exterior surface 38
and an interior surface 48. Door 28 further has a leading
edge 42 and a trailing edge 44. Door 28 is mounted so that
exterior surface 38 of door 28 slidably retracts on interior
surface 30 of C-shaped tube 26. In this embodiment, leading
edge 42 of door 28 slides between figst lip 32 and second lip
34 of C-shaped tube 26, thereby effectively opening and
closing opening 36. C-shaped tube 26 also has a side edge
37 with an enlarged diameter rim 39 projecting therefrom.
Rim 39 defines a side access 41 to chamber 24.

FIG. 2 also discloses a toilet paper roll 46 having a leading
end 47. Roll 46 can be a conventional roll of toilet paper. In
the preferred embodiment, however, roll 46 comprises a
pre-moistened tissue moistened with water. The tissue must
be sufficiently strong such that when the tissue is wet, the
tissue can be removed and used for its intended purpose
without substantially falling apart. In yet ancther alternative
embodiment, roll 46 can be moistened or substantially
saturated with a aqueous bacterial static agent such as
chlorhexidine. Such tissue helps to prevent the spread of
bacteria. This is especially true when the user forgets to
wash their hands. In another embodiment, roll 46 can be
moistened with a lotion to help reducing chafing or rashes on
the skin.
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As depicted in FIG. 2, roll 46 has a passageway 48
extending through the longitudinal axis of roll 46. The
present invention also provides means positioned within
chamber 24 for holding roll 46 of moistened toilet paper so
that roll 46 rotates freely as the toilet paper is dispensed from
housing 16. By way of example, not by limitation, depicted
in FIG. 2 is a cylindrical rod 50 projecting from second end
wall 16 so as to extend within chamber 24. Rod 50 has a
freely exposed end 52 and is sized to be received within
passageway 48 so that roll 46 can freely rotate thereabout.
To facilitate the positioning of roll 46 onto rod §0, side
access 41 is sized to allow roll 46 to pass therethrough and
into chamber 24.

In alternative cmbodiments, by way of example and not
by limitation, the means positioned within chamber 24 for
holding roll 46 can comprise rod 50 extending from first end
wall 14 or a pair of short aligned rods extending from each
of the end walls 14 and 16.

Once rod 50 is received within passageway 48 so that roll
46 is housed within chamber 24, first end wall 14, that is
selectively removable from housing 10, can be secured to
sidewall 18. Rim 39 of C-shaped tube 26 has an inside
diameter 56 that is sized to snugly reccive outside edge 58
of first end wall 14, thercby making a substantially sealed
connection between end wall 14 and sidewall 18.

The present invention also provides means for attaching
housing 10 to holder 12. By way of example and not by
limitation, first end wall 14 has an access 60 extending
therethrough and aligned with rod 50. Rod 50 is also shown
as having a recess 62 extending within free end 52. Recess
62 is sized to receive a resilient spring 64 and a first finger
66 such that first finger 66 can be resiliently compressed
within rod 5. In its normal position as shown in FIG. 3, first
finger 66 is biased by spring 64 to project from first end wall
14 through access 68. Referring back to FIG. 2, also aligned
with rod §0 and projecting away from second end wall 16 is
a second finger 68. In one embodiment, second finger 68
could comprise the opposing end of rod 50.

Holder 12 is shown in FIG. 2 as comprising a frame 67
having a recessed back 69. A pair of arms 76 and 72 project
from frame 67. Each of arms 70 and 72 have an interior face
74 with an annular recess 76 extending therein. First finger
66 and second finger 68 cach have an outside diameter sized
to be received within recesses 76. Accordingly, by com-
pressing retraction rod 66, first finger 66 and second finger
68 can be received within opposing recesses 76. Spring 64
produces a bias against retraction rod 66 that holds first
finger 66 and second finger 68 within opposing recesses 76,
thereby securing housing 19 to holder 12 as shown in FIG.
3.

The present invention also eavisions a plurality of alter-
pative embodiments for the means for attaching housing 10
to holder 12. By way of example and not by limitation, rod
59 could be solid while first finger 66 is tubular having an
opening sized to receive a spring 64 and rod 50 therein. In
yet another embodiment, rather than having recesses 76
positioned on arms 79 and 72, opposing pins could project
inward from arms 7@ and 72. Matching slots could then be
formed at the ends of first and second fingers 66 and 68.
Finally, in yet another example, recess 76 could be replaced
with open grooves which would allow first and second
fingers 66 and 68 to be slid into the grooves and thus
eliminate the need for spring 64.

Removing housing 10 from holder 12 is accomplished by
sliding first finger 66 backing into rod 50 and out of recess
76. This can be accomplished by grabbing first finger 66
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between arm 70 and first end wall 14 or by grabbing first
finger 66 through opening 36 in sidewall 18.

It is emphasized that onc of the novel features of the
present invention is that housing 19 can be mounted to a
conventional toilet paper holder without modification. The
term “conventional” as used in the specification and
appended claims is interpreted fo mean toilet paper holders
known to those in the art that use a collapsible rod member
to secure the toilet paper to the holder.

Door 28 is coatinually urged by a spring 78 extending
between rod 50 and door 28 so that leading edge 42 is urged
against second lip 34. Once roll 46 is received within
chamber 24, door 28 can be raised using handles 51 posi-
tioned on door 28. With door 28 raised, leading end 47 of roll
46 can be pulled through opening 36. Door 28 can then be
substantially closed.

In one embodiment, the present invention also provides
means for sealing opening 36 extending through sidewall
18. As depicted in FIG. 2, elongated gaskets 79 and 80 are
positioned along leading edge 42 and second lip 34, respec-
tively. As such, spring 78 biases gaskets 79 and 88 on
opposing sides of leading end 47 of roll 46 so as to
substantially seal opening 36. Gaskets 79 and 80 are pref-
erably made from a relatively soft sealing material such a
rubber that will make 2 good seal between leading end 47
and the gaskets 79 and 80. The material, however, must be
sufficiently smooth to allow the toilet paper to be pulled
therebetween. In this embodiment, lecading edge 47 of roll 46
can be pulled from housing 19 when door 28 is closed.

In an alterative embodiment, as shown in FIG. 4, gasket
80 is positioned along second lip 34 while a rigid 1-shaped
sealing member 84 is positioned along leading edge 42.
Sealing member 84 is positioned to overiap gasket 80 when
door 28 is closed to tightly seal opening 36. During use, door
28 is opened allowing a desired quantity of the toilet paper
to be removed from roll 46. At the end of use, door 28 is
closed, completely sealing toilet paper 46 back within hold-
ing chamber 24.

As shown im FIG. 2, a jagged edge 82 is positioned
adjacent to leading edge 42 of door 28. After a desired
amount of toilet paper is unrolled from roll 46, the paper can
be pulled across edge 82 to separate the paper for use. FIG.
3 shows an alternative embodiment in which jagged edge 82
is positioned on C-shaped tube 26 at second lip 34. In yet
another alternative embodiment or in comjunction with
jagged cdge 82, perforations can be made across the toilet
paper of roll 46 to allow easy separation of the desired
amount of paper.

The present invention also provides means attached to
housing 10 for heating roll 46 of moistened toilet paper
within chamber 24 prior to being dispensed. Referring to
FIG. 2, a heating pad 86 is mounted on interior surface 30
of C-shaped tube 26. Heating pad 86 can comprise a
plurality of configurations. By way of example and not by
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limitation, heating pad can comprise a mat 87 having heating

wires 88 encased therein. Wires 88 are preferably encased to
prevent direct contact with the moisture from roll 46. Mat 87
can be made from materials such as rbber, plastic, ceramic,
metal, or other materials that will not melt when wires 88 are
energized. The temperature of wires 88 are not expected to
exceed about 150° F. since the present invention is only
designed to warm the pre-moistened toilet paper. Wires 88
can be any conventional type of heating filaments.

The present invention also provides means for energizing
the means for heating the toilet paper. As depicted in FIG. 4,
compartment 20 includes battery terminals 99 for attach-
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ment with batteries 92 that are in electrical communication
by wires 93 with heating pad 86. A switch 94 selectively
actuates epergizing of heating pad 86 by batterics 92. In an
alterpative embodiment, a timer 96 can also be used to
selectively time the length at which heating pad 86 is
energized so as to save on the power consumption of
batteries 92. In an alternative embodiment. the means for
energizing the heating element could comprise an electrical
cord in electric communication with heating pad 86. The
electrical cord is designed to be plugged into a conventional
outlet.

As depicted in FIG. 6. an alternative embodiment of the
means for heating roll 46 can comprisc compartment 20
being in oper communication with chamber 24 and a light
bulb 98 being positioned within compartment 20. When
light bulb 98 is energized, such as by batteries 92 or an
electrical cord connected to an outlet, light bulb 98 radiates
heat that heats roll 46. In the prefemred embodiment. a
perforated shield 100 is positioned between light bulb 98
and roll 46. Perforated shield 100 allows heat to transfer
between bulb 98 and roll 46 but prevent direct contact
between bulb 98 and roll 46.

By using light bulb 98, door 28 can be made of a
translucent material so as to provide a night light when light
bulb 98 is energized. Alternatively, a partion 104 of com-
partment 28, as shown in FIG. 3, can be formed of a
transiucent material to also form a night light.

Finally, the present invention also provides means for
accessing compartment 28. As illustrated in FIG. 4. com-
partment 20 comprises a base plaie 106 that is selectively
mounted to compartment 20 by clips 108. In this
embodiment, base plate 186 can be removed to allow
replacement of batteries 92 or light bulb 98.

The present invention may be embodied in other specific
forms without departing from its spirit or essential charac-
teristics. The described embodiments are to be considered in
all respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope
of the invention is, therefore, indicated by the appended
claims rather than by the foregoing description. All changes
which come within the meaning and range of equivalency of
the claims are to be embraced within their scope.

What is claimed and desired to be secured by United
States Letters Patent is:

1. An appanatus for dispensing a roll of flushable, pre-
moistened toilet paper, the apparatus comprising:

a. a housing having an interior surface defining a chamber,
the chamber being sized to receive the pre-moistened
toilet paper roll, the chamber being substantially sealed
to substantially prevent evaporation of the moisture on
the toilet paper roll;

b. means for selectively forming an opening in the hous-
ing through which the pre-moistcaed toilet paper can be
dispensed;

¢. means positioned within the chamber for holding the
toilet paper roll so that the toilet paper roll freely rotates
as the toilet paper is dispensed; and

d. means attached to the housing for heating the pre-
moistened toilet paper within the chamber prior to
being dispensed.

2. An apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein the housing
further comprises a first end wall, an opposing second end
wall, and a tubular sidewall extending therebetween.

3. An apparatus as recited in claim 2, wherein the first end
wall is removable to define an access for insertion of the
toilet paper into the chamber.

4. An apparatus as recited in claim 2, wherein the toilet
paper roll bas a passageway longitudinally extending there-
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through and the means for holding the pre-moistened toilet
paper roll comprises a rod longitudinally secured to at least
one of the first and second end walls, the rod being sized to
fit within the passageway in the toilet paper roll.

5. An apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein means for
selectively forming an opening in the housing comprises:

a. a C-shaped tube having a first lip and an opposing
sccopd lip defining the opening extending therebe-
tween;

b. a door slidably mounted on the C-shaped tube to
selectively cover the opening on the C-shaped tube.

6. An apparatus as recited in claim §, wherein the housing
further comprises a spring attached to the door to continually
bias the door to cover the opening.

7. An apparatus as recited in claim 1, further comprising
a conventional toilet paper holder having a pair of retaining
arms, the housing being sized to fit between the retaining
armos.

8. An apparatus as recited in claim 1, further comprising
means for substantially sealing the opening in the housing.

9. An apparatus as recited in claim 1, further comprising
a jagged ridge position on the housing adjacent to the
opening.

19. An apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein the means
for heating the pre-moistened toilet paper comprises a
heating pad secured on the interjor surface of the housing.

11. An apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein the means
for heating the pre-moistened toilet paper comprises:

(a) a compartment extending off the chamber of the
housing. the compartment being in communication
with the chamber; and

(b) a light bulb housed within the compartment.

12. An apparatus as recited in claim 11, wherein a portion
of the housing is translucent to form a night light when the
light bulb is energized.

13. An apparatus as recited in claim 1, further comprising
means for energizing the means for heating the pre-
moistened toilet paper.

14. An apparatus as recited in claim 13, wherein the
means for energizing comprises batteries in electrical com-
munication with the means for heating.

1S. An apparatus as recited in claim 1, further comprising
a timer attached to the means for heating the pre-moistened
toilet paper.

16. An apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein the toilet
paper is pre-moistened with a bacterial static agent.

17. An apparatus as recited in claim 1, wherein the toilet
paper is pre-moistened with a lotion.

18. An apparatus for dispensing a roll of flushable,
pre-moistened toilet paper mounted on a conventional toilet
paper holder, the conventional toilet paper holder having a
pair of retaining arms spaced for holding a standard roll of
toilet paper therebetween, the apparatus comprising:

a. a housing having:

i. a first end wall, an opposing second end wall, and a
tubular sidewall extending therebetween, the first
end wall and the second end wall being spaced to fit
between the pair of retaining arms of the conven-
tional toilet paper holder;

ii. an interior surface defining a chamber, the chamber
being sized to receive the roll of pre-moistened toilet
paper, the chamber also being substantially sealed to
substantially prevent evaparation of the moisture on
the toilet paper; and

iii. an opening extending through a portion of the
housing. the opening being sizeable to enable dis-
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pensing of the pre-moistened toilet paper in the
chamber through the opening;

b. means positioned within the chamber for holding the
roll of pre-moistened toilet paper so that the roll of
prc-mmstened toilet paper freely rotates as the toilet
paper is dispensed; and

c. means for selectively securing the housing to the
retaining arms of the conventional toilet paper holder.

19. An apparatus as recited in claim 18, wherein the first
end wall is removabile to define an access for insertion of the
toilet paper into the chamber.

20. Anapparatusasremtedmclmmls wherein the
sidewall further comprises:

(a) a C-shaped tube having a first lip and an opposing
second lip defining the opening cxtending therebe-
tween;

(b) a door slidably mounted on thc C-shaped tube to
selectively cover the opening on the C-shaped tube.

21. An apparatus as recited in claim 18, wherein the roll
of toilet paper has a passageway longitudinally extending
therethrough and the means for holding the roll of pre-
moistened toilet paper comprises a rod longitudinally
secured to at least one of the first and second end walls. the
rod being sized to fit within the passageway in the toilet
paper.

22. An apparatus as recited in claim 21. wherein the
means for selectively securing the housing to the retaining
arms comprises a pair of fingers individually projecting from
the first end wall and the second end wall, at least one of the
fingers being resiliently compressible.

23. An apparatus as recited in claim 18, further compris-
ing means attached to the housing for heating the pre-
moistened toilet paper within the chamber prior to being
dispensed.

24. An apparatus as recited in claim 23, wherein the
means for heating the pre-moistened toilet paper comprises
a heating pad secured on the interior surface of the housing.

25. An apparatis as recited in claim 23, wherein the
means for heating the pre-moistened toilet paper comprises:

(a) a compartment extending off the chamber holding the
pre-moistened toilet paper. the recess being in commu-
pication with the chamber; and

(b) a light bulb housed within the recess.

26. An apparatus as recited in claim 23, further comprises
batteries attached to the housing. the batteries being in
electrical communication with means for heating the pre-
moistened toilet paper.

27. An apparatus as recited in claim 23, further compris-
ing a timer attached to the means for heating pre-moistened
toilet paper.

28. A system for dispensing toilet paper, the system
comprising:

a. a roll of toilet paper being at least partially saturated
with an aqucous bacterial static agent, the toilet paper
having sufficient strength to be selectively unrolled
without substantially decomposing;

b. a housing having:

i. an interior surface defining a chamber, the chamber
being sized to receive the roll of the toilet paper
saturated with the bacterial static agent, the chamber
being substantially sealed to substantially prevent
evaporation of the aqueous bacterial static agent on
the toilet paper; and

ii. an opening extending through a portion of the
housing, the opening being sizeable to enable dis-
pensing of the toilet paper in the chamber through
the opening; and

133
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<. means positioned within the chamber for holding the
roll of toilet paper so that the roll of toilet paper freely
rotates as the toilet paper is dispensed.

29. A system as recited in claim 28, wherein the bacterial

static agent is chlorhexidine.

30. A system as recited in claim 28, wherein the housing
further comprises a first end wall, an opposing second end
wall, and a tubular side wall extending therebetween.

31. A system as recited in claim 30, wherein the sidewall
further comprises:

(a) a C-shaped tube having a first lip and an opposing
second lip defining the opening cxtending therebe-
tween;

(b) a door slidably mounted on the C-shaped tube to
selectively cover the opening on the C-shaped tube.

32. A system as recited in claim 30, wherein the system
further comprises:

(a) the roll of toilet paper having a passageway longitu-

dinally extending therethrough; and

(b) a rod longitudinally secured to at least one of the first
and second end walls, the rod being sized to fit within
the passageway in the toilet paper.

10

15

10
_ 33, A system as recited in daim 30, wherein the housing
is selectively secured to retaining arms via a pair of fingers
individually projecting from the first end wall and the
second end wall, at least one of the fingers being resiliently
compsessible.

34. A system as recited in claim 28, further comprising
means attached to the housing for heating the toilet paper
within the chamber prior to being dispensed.

35, A system as recited in claim 34, wherein the means for
heating the toilet paper comprises a heating pad secured on
the interior surface of the housing.

36. A system as recited in claim 34, wherein the means for
heating the toilet paper comprises:

a. a recess extending off the chamber holding the pre-
moistened toilet paper, the recess being in communi-
cation with the chamber;

b. a light bulb housed within the recess; and

means for energizing the light bulb so that heat emanating
for the light bulb heats the toilet paper.

* * x x =x
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Como resultado del examen de fondo, realizado con fundamento en el articulo 45 de la
Comision de la Comunidad Andina, se le comunica:

1. Documentos estudiados:

Para el presente estudio se tuvo en cuenta el capitulo descriptivo comprendido en
los folios 5 a 40 y 110 a 113, el capitulo reivindicatorio conformado por 39
clausulas que se encuentran en los folios 41 a 50 y los dibujos comprendidos en
los folios 52 a 76 de la solicitud en estudio.

2. Objeto de la Invencidn:

La presente invencion se refiere a surtidores, y mas especificamente, a un surtidor
para paios limpiadores prehumedecidos.

La invencion titulada, “Surtidor y charola para pafos limpiadores prehumedecidos”,
se lleva acabo de acuerdo con las caracteristicas reivindicadas, donde la
reivindicacion 1 dice: “Un surtidor para panos limpiadores prehumedecidos, dicho
surtidor comprende:

una caja que tiene un espacio interior, los panos limpiadores prehumedecidos
pueden colocarse dentro de dicho espacio interior; y

una charola removible, dicha charola tiene una parte de receptaculo de
retencion de liquido, dicha parte de receptaculo puede colocarse debajo de dicho
espacio interior ”.

El objeto de la invencion definido anteriormente se clasifico de acuerdo con el IPC
asi: A4d7K10/32.

3. Claridad de la Solicitud:
« Reivindicaciones
El articulo 30 de la Decision 486 dispone que “Las reivindicaciones definiran la

materia que se desea proteger mediante la patente. Debe ser clara y concisas y
estar enteramente sustentadas por la descripcion.




Las reivindicaciones podran ser independientes o dependientes. Una
reivindicacion sera independiente cuando defina la materia que se desea
proteger sin referencia a otra reivindicacion anterior. Una reivindicacion sera
dependiente cuando defina la materia que se desea proteger refiriéndose a una
reivindicacién anterior. Una reivindicacion a dos o mas reivindicaciones
anteriores se considerara una reivindicacién dependiente multiple.”

El capitulo reivindicatorio no cumple con lo dispuesto en el articulo 30 de la
decision 486 de la Comision de la Comunidad Andina, debido:

- lLas reivindicaciones 1, 17 y 31 se presentan como reivindicaciones
independientes, parecen definir la misma materia que se desea proteger.
Las reivindicaciones parecen no ser concisas debido a que presentan el
mismo objeto con una ligera diferencia en su redaccién.

- se sugiere al solicitante presentar un capitulo reivindicatorio que defina de
manera clara y precisa lo que desea proteger con clausulas seguidas que
particularicen o amplien el objeto a proteger (suprimir o modificar la
reivindicacion 17 y 31, o por ejemplo hacerla dependiente de la rev. 1).

4. Determinacion del estado de la técnica:

El articulo 16 de la decision 486 de la comision de la Comunidad Andina que
establece que “El estado de la técnica comprendera todo lo que haya sido accesible
al publico por una descripcion escrita u oral, utilizacion, comercializacion o cualquier
ofro medio antes de la fecha de presentacion de la solicitud de patente o, en su
caso, de la prioridad reconocida.

Solo para el efecto de la determinacién de la novedad, también se considerara
dentro del estado de la técnica, el contenido de una solicitud de patente en tramite
ante la oficina nacional competente, cuya fecha de presentacion o de prioridad
fuese anterior a la fecha de presentacion o de prioridad de la solicitud de patente
que se estuviese examinando, siempre que dicho contenido esté incluido en la
solicitud de fecha anterior cuando ella se publique o hubiese transcurrido el plazo
previsto en el articulo 40”.

Consultadas las bases de datos y los archivos con que cuenta la entidad se
encontré que antes del 30 de abril de 1999, fecha de prioridad de la solicitud en
estudio, tres documentos que podria afectar la presente solicitud:

N° | Documento Titulo Fecha de
publicacion

D1 | US 5.697.577 PREMOISTENED TOILET PAPER DISPSNSER 16-12-1999

D2 | W09621388 PERSONAL HYGIENE PACKAGE 18-07-1996

. Evaluacion de los requisitos de patentabilidad:

El articulo 14 de la Decision 486 de la Comisién de la Comunidad Andina establece
que “Los Paises Miembros otorgaran patentes para las invenciones, sean de
producto o de procedimiento, en todos los campos de la tecnologia, siempre que



sean nuevas, tengan nivel inventivo y sean susceptibles de aplicacién industrial”.
En cumplimiento del articulo 14 de la Decision 486, se procedié6 a evaluar el
cumplimiento de los requisitos de novedad, nivel inventivo y aplicacion industrial,
con el fin de establecer la patentabilidad de la invencion reivindicada en la solicitud
en estudio.

Antes de realizar el andlisis de patentabilidad de la presente invencion, se le
recuerda al solicitante que:

a) Laesencia o razon de ser de una reivindicacion consiste en definir la invencion,
indicando sus caracteristicas técnicas, dandole el alcance de la proteccion. Las
reivindicaciones deberan delimitar claramente la invencién respecto al estado de
la técnica o tecnologia anterior, de modo que se observe en forma concisa lo
nuevo gue se esta aportando _a la tecnologia y todo aquello que lo hace
diferente de lo ya existente.

b) El examen de novedad se efectiia comparando elemento por elemento de la
invencién tal como es definido por las reivindicaciones con los del estado de la
técnica. No hay que olvidar que el tenor de las reivindicaciones es el que
determina el alcance de la proteccién conferida por la patente (art. 51). Por ello,
al analizar la novedad se deben interpretar las reivindicaciones tomando el
sentido mas amplio de las definiciones empleadas.

c) Cuando se ha establecido la falta de novedad de la invencién, no es necesario
evaluar el nivel inventivo, dado gue no existe diferencias entre la invencioén y el
estado de la técnica.

Evaluacién de la novedad:

El articulo 16 de la decision 486 de la comision de la Comunidad Andina que
establece que “El estado de la técnica comprendera todo lo que haya sido accesible
al publico por una descripcion escrita u oral, utilizacién, comercializacion o cualquier
otfro medio antes de la fecha de presentacion de la solicitud de patente o, en su
caso, de la prioridad reconocida.

Solo para el efecto de la determinacion de la novedad, también se considerara
dentro del estado de la técnica, el contenido de una solicitud de patente en tramite
ante la oficina nacional competente, cuya fecha de presentacion o de prioridad
fuese anterior a la fecha de presentacion o de prioridad de la solicitud de patente
que se estuviese examinando, siempre que dicho contenido esté incluido en la
solicitud de fecha anterior cuando ella se publique o hubiese transcurrido el plazo
previsto en el articulo 40”.

De acuerdo con la definicion de novedad del Articulo 16 de la Decision 486 de la
Comisién de la Comunidad Andina y basandonos en el objeto de la invencion se
realizé el siguiente analisis:

1) La presente invenciéon se lleva acabo de acuerdo con las caracteristicas
reivindicadas, donde la reivindicacion 1 dice: “Un dispositivo de lubricacion (1)
para una pluralidad de puntos de lubricacion, en particular para suministrar
lubricante a una pluralidad de puntos de lubricacion en una maquina de tejer,

que tiene un dispositivo de bombeo (7a) para bombear lubricante,
teniendo el dispositivo de bombeo un émbolo (21) soportado axialmente en



2)

3)

4)

forma desplazable en un cilindro (8), y

que tiene un dispaositivo distribuidor (7b), por medio del cual el lubricante
bombeado por el émbolo (21) sera distribuido a uno o mas conductos (5) de un
grupo (4) de conductos (5) que se apartan del dispositivo distribuidor (7b),
caracterizado porque el dispositivo distribuidor (7b) es parte del dispositivo de
bombeo (77)

La reivindicacién 1 de la solicitud en estudio esta formulada en un sentido
amplio, conteniendo informacién técnica conocida en el estado de la técnica, no
se presenta dentro de la reivindicacién principal las caracteristicas técnicas que
constituyen la novedad de la invencion frente a lo conocido en el estado de la
técnica.

El documento US 5.697.577 (mencionado como D1) revela un dispensador (10)
para pafos limpiadores (ver figuras y resumen). Al comparar elemento por
elemento de la invencién tal como es definido por la reivindicaciéon 1 de la
solicitud en estudio con las caracteristicas del documento D1, vemos que D1
describe un dispositivo que comprende:

- una canja que tiene un espacio interior, los paifos se colocan dentro del

espacio interior
- una charola (20) removible, colocada debajo de la caja.

Fig. 1 del documento US 5.697.577 (D1)

El documento W09621388 (mencionado como D2) revela surtidor de paiios (ver
dibujos). Al comparar elemento por elemento de la invencién tal como es
definido por la reivindicacion 1 de la solicitud en estudio con las caracteristicas
del documento D2, vemos que D2 describe un dispositivo que comprende:

- una canja que tiene un espacio interior, los pafos se colocan dentro del

espacio interior
- una charola (20) removible, colocada debajo de la caja

Fig. 1 del documento W(09621388 (D2)




5) Realizada la comparacién de los documentos D1 y D2 con la presente solicitud
en estudio, se observa que dicho documento contiene las caracteristicas de las
reivindicacion 1 de la solicitud; por lo tanto, el objeto de la solicitud en estudio
podria ser idéntico a lo comprendido en el estado de la técnica, con lo cual
quedaria desvirtuada la novedad de esta.

En conclusion, los requisitos de patentabilidad de la presente solicitud se podrian
ver afectados asi:

N° Documento Reivindicaciones Requisito que afecta
afectadas

D1 US 5.697.577 1,17, 31 Novedad

D2 W09621388 1,17, 31 Novedad

< Se sugiere reorganizar el capitulo reivindicatorio delimitando claramente la invencién
respecto al estado de la técnica, mostrando todo lo nuevo que se esta aportando y todo
aquello que lo hace diferente de lo ya existente.

En cumplimiento del articulo 45 de la Decision 486 de la Comision de la
Comunidad Andina, se le indica que debe dar respuesta dentro del término de
sesenta dias contados a partir de la fecha de la notificacién de la presente
comunicacion. En caso de no dar respuesta al presente requerimiento o si a pesar
de la respuesta subsistieran los impedimentos para la concesion, se denegara la
patente.

Notifiquese el presente oficio conforme a lo dispuesto en el numeral 5.2, literal €),
del capitulo quinto del titulo primero de la Circular Unica N° 10 de 2001.

ALIX CE; S DE VERGEL.
Jefe de la Divisidon de Nuevas Creaciones

El anterior requerjnjento fue notificado por fijacion en lista, de
fecha m ?"@ 2607

CONCEPTO TECNICO EXAMINADOR TECNICO
Nidmero: 114 Cdbdigo:202018
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SUPERINTENDENCIA DE INDUSTRIA Y COMERCIO

RADICACION: 0-30356 EDICTO No. 15085

LA SECRETARIA GENERAL AD-HOC
HACE SABER:

Que esta Superintendencia profirid Resolucién No. 23293 de 30-JUL-2007. Que el contenido de la parte resolutiva es como sigue: El
Superintendente de Industria y Comercio.

RESUELVE
ARTICULO PRIMERO: Negar el privilegio de patente de invencién para la solicitud

corespondiente a “SURTIDOR Y CHAROLA PARA PANOS LIMPIADORES
PREHUMEDECIDOS “.

ARTICULO SEGUNDO: Notificar personalmente el contenido de la presente resolucién
al doctor Ramiro Castro Duque, 0 a quien haga sus veces, en su calidad de apoderado de
Kimberly - Clark Worldwide, Inc., entregandole copia de la misma, advirtiéndole que contra
ella procede el recurso de reposicidn interpuesto ante el Superintendente de Industria y
Comercio, al momento de la notificacién o dentro de los 5 dias habiles siguientes a elia.

NOTIFIQUESE Y CUMPLASE .
Dada en Bogota, D.C., a los 30 m 2007

EL SUPERINTENDENTE DE INDUSTRIA Y COMERCIO,

Para nofificar a los interesados, se fija el gres

ICTO en lugar visible al publico en la SUPERINTEN E INDUSTRIA Y
COMERCIQ, por el término de (10) diez (}i,a’s h3

ontados a partir de las 8:00 a.m. de hoy.

Secretaria General Ad-Hoc 17-AGO-206:
Secretaria General Ad-Hoc
EDICTO No. 15085

Este edicto se desfija hoy 31-AGO-2007 a las 4:30 p.

http://docs.sic.gov.co/Documentos/ApEdictos/edictos.php?fecha=17-8-2007&kini=0 16/08/2007
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