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SOP RTE DE MESA PARA TOALLAS DE PAPEL

REIVINDICACIONES:

1. Un toallero de mesa que comprende.
una base;

una barra de montaje que se extiende hacia arriba de dicha base y de un
tamafio para recibir alll el centro de una varilia de toallas de papel enrolladas en
espiral separadas por llneas de perforacion;

una porcidn de manija que se extlende hacia arriba 'de dicha base a un
extremo superior; dicha porcion de manija se extiende de dicha base a una
posicién espaciada a una primera distancia de un eje longitudinal de dicha varilia
de montaje; dicha primera distancia es mayor que el redio de dicha varilla; y

un brazo presionador que se extiende hacia arriba de dicha base a un
extremo libre; dicho brazo presionador es espaciado radialmente hacia afuera de
dicha porcién de manija; dicho extremo libre es sesgado de manera flexible hacia
una posicion relajada a una segunda distancia de dicho eje longitudinal; dicha
segunda distancia es menor que dicha primera distancia.

2. Un toallero de mesa seglin la reivindicacion 1, en donde dicho brazo
presionador es hecho de un material flaxible.

3. Un toallero de mesa segun la reivindicacion 1, en donde dicho brazo
presionador es de una fongitud de manera que dicho extremo libre quede
adyacente a un extremo superior de dicha varilla de montaje.

09/401 481 scpt 00



4. Un soporte de mesa para toallas de papel segin ia reivindicacion 3, en
donde la técnica en que estd hecho dicho presionador es de un material flexible.

5. Un soporte de mes para toallas de pape! segun la reivindicacion 4, en
donde dicha base, varilla de montaje, manija y brazo presionador son hechos de
una pieza monolitica de plastico.
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COUNTER-TOP PAPER TOWEL HOLDER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

Not Applicable.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONBORED RESEARCH

Not Applicable.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates in genaral to a holder for paper towels. In particular, the
presext invention relates to an improved roll paper towel holder for counter-top use,

Rolls of perforsted paper towels arc a common item in many houscholds. Such rolls
typically include a cylindrical cardbosrd core surrounded by spiral wound paper towels, cach
separshle along a line of perforation parsliel to the longitidinal axis of the core. Holders for such
rolls arc commonly mounted beneath cabinets or on vertical walls with the longitndingl axis
extending horizontally. It is also known to provide a counter-top holder for such rofls.

mumwmmpmnmmdlboflbuemmﬁngawﬁdmmﬁng.mi
The core is received over the mounting rod and will rotate thereabout during dispensing. The
base mainiains the mounting rod, and thus the roll, upright doring dispensing. To ensure this .
upright position, the user will often grasp the upper end of the mounting rod.

While this arrengement is accepteble, it does have disadventages. To sepamto the towels
from the rall, it is often necessary to grasp the roll to prevent its rotation. This may be schieved
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while grasping the upper end of the mounting rod, but can result in soiling of the upper and of
the roll. Additionally, the initial tearing of townls along the perforation line is sometimes

difficult, and is sided by applying pressure to the roll edjacent the pexforation line. This requires

that the user not only hold the upper end of the roll, but hold the upper end of the roli at &

position to apply this preasure at the correct location. This further present a problem of soiling
the roll adjacent the pexforation line as well.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide a paper towel holder which permits
dispensing of psper towels,

Anofher object of the present invention Is to provide such a holder which is simple and .

easy to use.

Another object of the present invention is to provide such a holder which is stable, and
which aasists in the breaking of perforation lines.

These and other objects are achieved by a comter-top paper towel holder having a base,
& mounting rod extending upward from the base, and a stabiliving extension extending upward
from the basc st a position radially spaced from the mounting rod. The stahilizing extension
includes a handle portion and a presser arm spaced radialty outwand from the handle potion. The

prosser arm is resilier, and inciodes & fres end for abutting the roll of paper towels mounted on

holder against gross movement as the free towels are pulled from the roll using the other hand.
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The thumb of the grasping hand may pross against the prosser arm to force the fros end against
the roll. The free end thms provent further rotation of the rofl, and assists in breaking the lines
of perforation to dispense the towels.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
The objects and features of the invention noted above are explained in more detail with
reference to the drawinga, in which Jike refrence mumerals denote likes elements, and in which:
Fig. 1 is & perspective view of a paper towel holder according to the present
Fig. 2 is a front view of the paper towel holder of Fig. 1; and
Fig. 3 is a side viow of the paper towel bolder of Fig. 1.
DETAILEDDBSCR]PTI'ONOF-'IHBNVBNHON
With refovence to Fig. 1, a paper towel holder according to the present invention is
generaily desiguated by refirence numeral 10. The paper towel holder 10 is infended for counter-
top use 1o hold a roll of paper towels 12 (fig. 2). Such rolls 12 include a cardboend core (not
shown) baving a tubular form which sopports a langth of absorbent peper wound thereabout in
a spiml. This paper includes lines of padforstion 14, extending essentially parallel to the

longitudinal axis of the core, at predetermined lengfhs to form a plorslity of individual towels

16.
The paper towel holder 10 incindes a bese 18 intended to rest upon a counter-top or
gimtlar supporting surface. While the bass 18 may heve a varicty of pecipheral shapes, circular

3€
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having a dismeter slightly larger than that of the full roll 12 is preferred. Extending upward from
the base 18 is  mounting rod 20, The mounting rod 20 may have & various peripheral shapes,
but is again prefitably circular, and also preferably has a alight inward taper from a lower end
22 towards an upper end 24. The mounting rod 20 preferably extends from a central pottion of
baso 18, and may be coaxial with a circular base.

As best illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3, the roll 12 may be mounted upon the mounting rod

20 with the core receiving the mounting rod 20 and one longitudina] end of the roll 12 abutting

the baso 18, The towels 16 will thus be pulled mamully from the roll 12 to extend tangentially
therefram. This mamnal force will serve fo support the towels 16 against falling downward under
their own weight, maintaining them generally within 8 plame of the taygent. An increased maml
forve in tho seme direction will serve to bresk tho lines of perforation 14 to separate one or mare
towels 16 from roll 12.

The arrangement described to this point is well known in the srt. In the prasent
imvention, howeves, there is provided an armangement for sutomatically providing & force for
supperting the towels 16 against falling, and for assisting in separsting the towels 16 along the
lines of perfioration 14.

This arrangement consist of & stabilizing extension 26 extending upward from the baso
18. ‘The stehilizing axtension 26 includes a handle portion 28 extending upward from the base
18 to 2 top end 30. The bandlo portion 28 extends from the base 18 at s position spaced cadially
outwand from the longitudinal sxis of mounting rod 20 a distance sufficient to perntit a user's

=7
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fingers to be inserted between the handle portion 28 and a full roll 12 when mounted upon
mousting rod 20. In other words, the handle portion 28 is spaced fram the longitudinal xxis of
the mounting rod 20 by & distance greater than the radius of en average roll 12. As may bo
anvisioned, the handle portion 28 may thus be grasped by the user to provide stability for the
paper towel holder 10 during use.

The stabilizing extension 26 also includes a presser am 32 spaced mdinally outward from
handls portion 28, as by a gap 34 (Fig. 3). It is noted that the gap 34 may extend fully to the base
18, or may begin at a position spaced therefrom, as shown. The presser arm 32 extends beyond
the top end 30 of handle portion 28 to & free end 36. The presser arm 32 prefarably has a height
such that the free end 36 is located adjacent the upper end 24 of mounting rod 20. The presser
s 32 also curves inward toward mounting rod 20 such that in its relaxed position the free end
36 of presser arm 32 is located radially inward of handle portion 28. As shown, in Fig. 3, it is
preferred that the free end 36 be spaced mdially outward from the mounting rod 20 when in the
relaxed position shown by solid line. This is not required however, and the fres end 36 could
abut the mounting rod 20 when relaxed.

The presser arm 32 is resiliently mounted to the base 18, or is formed of a resilient
material such a plastic, to peemit it to flex radially as illustrated by the dashed lines of Fig. 3. As
stch, the presser sum 32 may e rdilly outward to posiiion A to abut againet the roll 12 when
it is full. The resiient natare of the presser arm 32 will tend to force it inward towards the
relaxed position, however, such that the free end 36 will exert a force against the rofl 12. As may
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be envisioned, the free end 36 may thus serve to hold the towels 16 against falling under their
own weight, presenting a full edge for manual grasping by the user to case use, and also
presenting a pleasing appearance. The free end 36 will continue to apply this force against the
roll 12 until the roll 12 is depleted to a point such that its outer radius is spaced within the relaxed
position (which may not occur depending upon the relaxed position chosen during design).

The resilient nature of the preaser anm 32, together with the placement of handle postion
28 also permits en additional use for the free end 36. Specifically, the force applied due to the
resiliency of presser srm 32 will hold the towels 16 against collapse, but is not sufficient to
provide significant assistance in breaking the lines of perforation 14. This force may be
increased, however, by the nser to provide such assistance.

In particular, the user may manually press against the presser arm 32 in & radially ioward
direction to force the firee end 36 agsinst roll 12 with greater force, as illustrated by position B
in Fig. 3. Ihismﬁuum-nybmﬁdmmhddﬁemulzmmhﬁm,mtnh
user muy break the lines of perforstion 14 by mammally pulling the unrolled towels 16 (those
extending beyond the free end 36) in the tangentisl direction. The inner face of the fres end 36
may includs kmurling or other friction inoreasing trestment to assist in this.

Further, if the free end 36 is Jocated in its prefieered position adjacent upper end 24 of
mounting rod 20, the free end 36 will be located adjacent the upper longitudinal end of the roll
12, and thns adjacent the edge of the towels 16. This positioning is advantageous in that the user
may unroll the towels 16 until the desired line of perfomtion 14 is just past the free end 36, as

3b
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illustrated in Fig. 2. The user may then manually pull the towels 16 not simply in the tangential
direction, but also radially outward. This reduces the possibility of the roll 12 rotating, and
provides easier breaking of the lines of perforation 14.

The mamal fosce epplicd by the user to move the presser arm 32 radially inward is casily
applied due to the placement of the handle portion 28. Specifically, the usex’s fingers may rest
upon the handle postion 28 with the thumb of the same hand resting upon ths outer face of the
presser arm 32, A simple squeezing action of that hand will then cause the desired deflection of
the preaser srm 32 mdialty inwerd. Whils the handle portion 28 mayy deflect outward during this
squeezing, the greater langth of the presser arm 32 will typicaily ensure sufficient deflection.
Additionally, the handle portion 28 may of course be designed for less resilience,

The handle portion 28 was noted above to increase stability of the autire paper towel
halder 10, Mmhwﬁmhdﬁewmmmmﬁhmm
holder 10 while also applying pressure to the outer face of the roll 12. This frees the user’s other
hand to grasp and pull the towels 16, This arrangement is believed to provide an effiective and
comvenient dispenser for paper towels. Additionally, the paper towel holder 10 is of simple
design permitting reduced manufactnring cost. In fuct, the extire device may be made of &
monolithic piece of plastic using injection molding techniques. Finally, the presser arm 32 sad
free end 36 sre visible during use, permitting decarstive features to be added theretn to increase
the aesthetics of the paper towel holder 10. |
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From the firegoing it will be seen that this invention is cne wall adspted to attain all ends
@oﬁﬂh&ﬁwmmwmhmmwﬁdmwﬁmmﬂ
which are inherent to the structure,

It will be umderstood that certain festures end subcombinations are of utility end may be
employed without reference to other features and subcombinations. This is contemplated by and
is within the scope of the claims.

Sinoe many posaible embodiments may be made of the invention without departing from
the scope thereof, it is to be understood that all matter herein set forth &r shown in the
eccompanying drawings 1s to be interpreted as illustrative, and not in a limiting sense.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A counter-top paper towel holder, comprising:

a base;

a mounting rod extending upward from ssid basc and sized to receive thereon a
core of a roll of spiral-wound paper towels sepamated by lines of pexforation;

a handle portion extending upward from seid baso to a top end, said handle pertion
extonding from ssid base st a position spaced a fimst distance from a longitudinal axis of
said mounting rod, seid first distance being grester than a radina of said roll; and

a presser arm extending upward from said base to a free end, said presser arm
biased toward a relaxed position e second distance from said longitudinal axis, said

A counter-top paper towel holder as in claim 1, wherein sid presyer arm is formed of a-
T serial

. A counter-top paper towel holder as in claim 1, wherein said presser arm has a length

such that said free end is adjacent an upper end of mid mounding rod.

- -
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4. A counter-top paper towel holder as in claim 3, wherein said presser art is formed of a

5. A counter-top paper towel holder as in claim 4, whezein said base, mounting rod, handle
and presser arm are formed as a manolithic piece of plastic.

10

Yo

g



662260 F8hTODhaD

Patent
130550-M200

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A counter-top peper towel holder having a base, a mounting rod extending upward from
the base, and a stabilizing extension extending upward from the base at a position radiaity spaced
from the mounting rod. The stabilizing extension includes a handle portion and & presser arm
speced radially outward from the handle potion. The presser anm is resilient, and includes a free
end for abutting the roll of paper towels mounted on the mounting rod. Grasping the handle with
one hand provides support for the paper towel holder against gross movement as the free towels
are pulled from the roll using the other hand. The thumb of the grasping hand may press against
the presser arm to force the free end against the roll. The firee end thus prevent further rotation
of the roll, end assists in breaking the lines of perforation to dispense the towels.

11
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FIG. 8




