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APOSTILLA
(Convencién de La Haya de Octubre 5, 1961)

1. Pals: Estados Unidos de América

Este documento publico

Ha sido firmado por J C GARMENDIA

Actuando en su capacidad de Notario Piblico de la Florida

Coioca su sello/estampilla como Notario Publico, Estado de la Florida

CERTIFICADO

N

5. En Tallahassee, Florida
8. El Treinta y Uno de Julio, 2002
7. Por el Secretario de Estado, Estado de la Florida
8. No. 2002-32254
9. Sello/Estampilla
10.Firma: KATHERINE HARRIS
Secretaria de Estado



PODER CON CESION

El suscrito

EDWARD LESTER domiciliado en 10070 Umberiand Place, Boca Ratén, Florida
33428, Estados Unidos de América, y CHRIS STEWART domiciliado en 5822 Kelsey
Lane, Tamarac, Florida 33321, Estados Unidos de América

Por el presente nombran a Jerénimo Castillo Bonilla y/o Ximena Bonilla Pereira y/o
Alvaro Castillo Grau domiciliados en Calle 93* No. 14-17 en Bogotd, Colombia,
conjunta, altemnativa o indistintamente como abogados con poderes especiales y
suficientes para solicitar y obtener de las oficinas y autoridades competentes
Colombianas, patentes de invencién.

Para ser concedidas a nombre de HUGHES ELECTRONICS CORPORATION
domiclliada en 200 North Sepulveda Boulevard, El Segundo, Califomnia, Estados
Unidos de América, a quién la cesién se ha hecho sobre todos los derechos v titulos
de la mencionada patente para el territorio de Colombia y sin restriccién alguna.

El cesionario también firma estos documentos en prueba de aceptacién de la cesién
y autoriza a los mencionados abogados para que tomen todos 108 pasos necesarios
ante las mencionadas oficinas y autoridades para el propésito arriba mencionado.
Firmas:

Cedentes:

llegible llegible

EDWARD LESTER CHRIS STEWART
Caesionario:

llegible

HUGHES ELECTRONICS CORPORATION
MICHAEL W. SALES
Secretario Asistente

Selio Notarial JC GARMENDIA
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ESTADO DE CALIFORNIA
Secretaria de Estado

APOSTILLA
(Convencién de La Haya de Octubre 5, 1981)

1. Pais: Estados Unidos de América
Este documento piblico
Ha sido firmado por Janet E. Shibata
Actuando en su capacidad de Notario Pablico, Estado de California
Coloca su sello/estampilla como Janet E. Shibata, Notario Pablico, Estado de
California

hON

CERTIFICADO

En Sacramento, California

El Primer dla de Agosto, 2002

Por el Diputado del Secretario de Estado, Estado de California
No. 130089

. Sello/Estampilla

0.Firma: BILL JONES

Bill Jones

Secretario de Estado

Por: Firma liegible
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CALIFORNIA - ACEPTACION PARA CUALQUIER PROPOSITO

ESTADO DE CALIFORNIA
CONDADO DE LOS ANGELES

En Julio 12, 2002, ante mi, JANET E. SHIBATA, Notario Pablico
Personaimente comparecié MICHAEL W. SALES
Personaimente conocido por mi

COLOCANDO mi firma y sello oficial

JANET E. SHIBATA

OPCIONAL

CAPACIDAD REIVINDICADA POR EL FIRMANTE
Oficial Corporativo

Secretario Asistente

EL FIRMANTE REPRESENTA A

HUGHES ELECTRONICS CORPORATION

DESCRIPCION DEL DOCUMENTO ANEXO
Poder con Cesion

Péginas: 1

Fecha: Julio 2002

Firmas diferentes a las mencionadas arriba: EDWARD LESTER y CHRIS STEWART



LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA
A TODOS A QUIENES ESTE DOCUMENTO PUEDA IMPORTAR
DEPARTAMENTO DE COMERCIO DE ESTADOS UNIDOS

Oficina de Patentes y Marcas de Los Estadus Unidos

Julio 08,2002

LO SIGUIENTE ES PARA CERTIFICAR QUE LO QUE AQUI SE ANEXA ES UNA
COPIA VERDADERA DE LOS ARCHIVOS DE LA OFICINA DE PATENTES Y
MARCAS DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS, SOBRE AQUELLOS DOCUMENTOS
ABAJO IDENTIFICADOS COMO UNA SOLICITUD DE PATENTE, Y QUE LOS

MISMOS REUNEN LOS REQUISITOS PARA QUE SE LES OTORGUE UNA
FECHA DE PRESENTACION BAJO EL 35 USC 111.

NUMERO DE SOLICITUD: 10/051.933
- FECHA DE PRESENTACION: Enero 17,2002

*

Por la Autoridad del

COMISIONADO PARA PATENTES Y MARCAS
W. MONTGOMERY
Oficial Certificador
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THE UNITED STATES OFAMERICA "%

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

United States Patent and Trademark Office

July 08, 2002

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT ANNEXED HERETO IS A TRUE COPY FROM
THE RECORDS OF THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK
OFFICE OF THOSE PAPERS OF THE BELOW IDENTIFIED PATENT
APPLICATION THAT MET THE REQUIREMENTS TO BE GRANTED A
FILING DATE UNDER 35 USC 111,

APPLICATION NUMBER: 10/051,933
FILING DATE: January 17, 2002

By Authority of the
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS

%ONTGOMEREE E ;
Certifying Officer
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PATENT APPLICATION TRANSMITTAL LEYTER qZ

PD-201165 &

COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS:

Transmitted herewith for filing is the patent applicetion of co-inventors: Edward Lester and
Chris Stewart entiled: PROACTIVE INTERNET SEARCHING TOOL including
specification, abstract, and claims totaling 35 pages.

Enclosed are:

(X1 ISshcet(s)of[XIfmmnl [ informal drawing(s).

x AS FILED OTHER THAN A SMALL ENTITY
Pasic Filing Fee $740.00
Tolal Claims 13 - 20 = axcess x$18.00 = s
Indep Claims 3 - 3= axcess x $84.00 = s
Multiple Depandent Claims x$28000=  §
TOTAL $740.00

[ ] Applicant is 2 Small Entity
[] Apphcun(s)huaby request(s) that the above-captioned app lu:lhunNO’I'BE
PUBLISHED under 35 US.C. § 122(b)and 37 CFR. § 1211, The
hereby certifies that the invention disclosed in this application has not and will not be
the subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral
internationsl agreement, that requires publication at eightcen months after filing.
[X] A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed.
[X] Cextificate of Express Mail No. EE659025352US
{ ] A check is enclosed in the amount of § _ _ o cover the large entity filing fee,
[X] The Commiasioner is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account
No. 50-0383 as described below in the amount of $740.00 to cover the large entity filing fee. I
have enclosed a duplicate copy of this sheet.

[X] Credit any overpayment.
ﬁé‘ w.su-,énq.m.mn

HUGHES ELECTRONICS CORPORATION
Customer No. 028991

200 N. SEFULVEDA BOULEVARD,

BLDG. 001/ MAIL STATION A109

P.0O. BOX 956

EL SEGUNDO, CALIFORNIA 90245-0956
FHONE (310) 662-9916

Facsimile (310) 416-1216

MAIL ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:

ATTN.: Patent Docket Administration

HUGHES ELECTRONICS CORPORATION
Customer No. 020991

200 N. SEPULVEDA BOULEVARD,
BLDG. 001/ MAIL STATION A109

P.0. BOX 956

EL SEGUNDO, CALIFORNIA 90245-0956
Phone (310) 662-9916

Facsimile (310) 416-1216
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Patent Application Enfitled: PROACTIVE INTERNET SEARCHING TOOL
Serial Number: To Be Assigned
Our File No.: PD 201165

CERTIFICATE OF MAIL

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the following correspondence; Patent Application with Fifieen
Formal Drawing Sheets; Transmittal Letter; Large Entity Filing Fee in the Amount of $740.00 and
a Return Postcard for confirmation of receipt, is being deposited with the United States Postal
Service as Express Mail No.£& S PPXFIZRUS , wiiressed to: Commissioner of Patents
and Tredemarks, Box SN, Washington, D.C. 20231, cn this _¢ 7 day of Jenuary, 2002.

1 hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowiledge are true and that all
statements made on information and belief are believed 1o be true; and forther that these staternents
were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like 30 made are punishable by
fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code.

Any additional charges, inchuding extension of time, please bill cur Account No. 50-0383.

_ﬁﬂ.__\zﬁ-/u—/

Date: //r,r/:b

MAIL ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:

ATTN.: Patent Docket Administration
HUGHES ELECTRONICS CORFORATION
Cuastomer No. 020991

200 N. SEPULVEDA BOULEVARD,

BLDG. 001/ MAIL STATION A109

P.0. BOX 956

EL SEGUNDO, CALIFORNIA 90245-0956
Phone (310) 662-9916

Faestmile (310) 416-1216
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PROACTIVE INTERNET SEARCHING TOCL

BRACKGAOUND OF THE INVEMNTION
1. Field of the Invention

The invention generally relates to an Internet content
searching tool and more particularly to a system and method for
providing an Internet viewer that has no pre-conceived notioﬁ of
the specific subject matter he or she wishes to initially view,
with an Internet searching tool which assists the viewer in
locating a web page of interest by presenting a variety of general
categories, each corresponding to a plurality of content-related

web page.

2. Description of the Prior Art

In today’'s world, the Internet has become the most popular
and easiest source of information and entertainment. When one
wants to learn the latest-breaking news, one simply logs onto the
Internet and contacts one's favorite news web site, such as MSNBC®
or CNN®. 1If accass to the latest sports scores 1s desired, a fan
can simply contact his or her favorite sports network site, such
as ESPN®, or FoX®.

However, it is often the case that the viewer does not know
exactly what he or she is looking for, but just knows that he or
she want to be entertained. 1In this instance, viewers resort to
the television, flipping through channel after channel in order to

find entertaining subject matter. One would think that it would

e id
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subject matter. However, present Internet searching tools require
that the user have a general subject area in mind. But this is
not a practical appxoach. When going to a library or bookstore,
for example, one may not have the name of a book in mind, or may
not even have a subject in mind. Rather, people browse through
alsles, hoping a catchy advertisement or book title catches their
eye. Book browsers may follow signs leading them through aisles
corresponding to a particular subject, narrowing thelr searches,
until they focus on an interesting book.

A similar system is needed for Internet users. Existing
Internet searching systems are based upon the requirements that
users have an idea of what they are seeking. Existing aystems
require the user to enter the exact URL corresponding to a
particular web site or key words that describe the subject matter
they are interested in. But systems of this kind are reactive
instead of proactive and do not account for the users who have no
idea of where they wants to travel on the Web, or the subject
matter they wish to access and simply want so be "taken somewhere”
that is intereating.

Accordingly, what is needed in the art is a system and method
designed to provide Internet users that have no specific web site
or subject matter in mind, with an easy-to-use graphical interface
navigation tool which presents the user with a plurality of

subject categery choices, each corresponding to a list of common-
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theme web sites, in such a manner that the user can easily
navigate toward the web sites that are assoclated with the user's
selected general area of interest.

It is, therefore, to the effective resolution of the
aforementioned problems and shortcomings of the prior art that

the present invention 1s directed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention deviates from prior art Internet
searching systems by no longer requiring users to have a pre-
conceived ldea of the information they are seeking. Instead, the
present invention 1s a method for allowing Internet users to
review information that has been acquired solely to stimulate
their I1maginations. This paradigm shift supplies a unique
entertainment value to the World Wide Web.

Generally, the invention utilizes an "Imagination Guide",
which displays, on the use's computer screen, a plurality of
subject category headings, each heading identifying a unique area
of interest. After the user screen allows a user to select a
preferred language, the acreen is refreshed and the user is again
presented with the 1list of subject categories. Preferably,
different subject category choices are presented depending upon
the language selected. Each subject category is associated with

an "Imagination”" database containing groups of web page URLs, each

ok
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web page represented by a specific channel number, each having
subject majter related to a unigue subject category.

Specifically, the invention is a method for use in a
communications network to proactively assist a user in locating
one or more web sites, stored on servers connected to said
communications network, wherein each web site i1s associated with a
subject category based upon the user's chosen general area of
interest.

The method coWprises the steps of providing the user with an
option of eilther selecting a specific web site or selecting one
of a plurality of subject categories and displaying a plurality
of subject categories, wherein each subject category 1is
identified by a subject heading and 1s associated with a set of
one or more web pages, each web page represented by a separate
channel number, wherein each of said set of web pages contain
content related to a particular subject category. If the user
selects one of the subject categorles, the user visually receives
a display of one or more channel numbers, each channel number
corresponding to a web page, with subject matter related to the
selected subject category. The user display allows the user to
select cne of the displayed channels and retrisves and displays
web page content corresponding to the selected channel.

The system further displays channel content summary

descriptions which enable the user to easily identify the general
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subject matter content of each web site. The system also displays
related subject category information corresponding to the subject
matter of tha selected subject category.

In the preferred embodiment, prior to the step of allowing
the user to select one of said displayed channels, the system
allows the user to initially select one of a plurality of
languages wherein upon the initial selection and prior to a
subsequent selection of a different language, text 1in each
subsequent display will be in the selected language, and wherein a
different set of subject categbries are presented for each
selected language. The related subject category Iinformation
corresponding to the subject matter of the selected subject
category includes advertisements, logos and/or scrolling text,
which are displayed at various locations on the user's computer
screen.

Preferably, the user selects the subject categories, language
and/or channel by clicking on a remote control display appearing
on the user's camputer screen. The remote control display
resembles a hand-held remote control device commonly used by
television viewers to navigate through televiaion channels.

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide
an Internet-content searching tool to assist users who do not have
a specific area of interest in mind.

It is another object of the present invention to provide an

Ry
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Internet—-content searching tool that presents the user with a list
of general subject mattars, each subject matter specific to the
language chosen by the user.

It is stilll another object of the present invention to
provide an Internet-content searching tool that includes a remote
control image on the computer screen thereby simulating browsing
through channels on a television.

It is yet another object of the present invention to provide
an Internet-content searching tool that retrieves, groups and
presents to the user a set of web sites with similar subject
matter, each followed by a brief identification description
thereby allowing the user, after having selected a general subject
category, Lo access a particular web page.

It is still another object of the present invention to rotate
and display advertisements, logos and text on the user's computer
screen, each related to the general subject matter selected by the
user.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are explanatory
and are not restrictive of the Iinvention as claimed. The
accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and constitute
part of the specification, illustrate the preferred ambodiment of
the present invention and together with the general description,

serve to explain principles of the present invention.

Sk
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In accordance with these and other objects which will become
apparent hereinafter, the instant invention will.nou be described

with particular reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTIOH OF THE DRAWINGS

Figure 1 illustrates a flow dliagram showing the steps
performed by the present invention.

Figur; 2 illustrates a typical user computer screen of a
user' computer connected to a web portal containing the present
invention.

Figure 3 illustrates a flow diagram showing the steps
performed by the Value Communicator poxtion of the present
invention.

Figure 4 1llustrates a flow diagram showing the steps
performed by the Subject Category Selector portion of the present
invention.

Figure 5 illustrates a flow dlagram showing the steps
performed by the Imagination Guide portion of the present
invention.

Figure 6A is a flow diagram illustrating the function of the
channel database when the user has entered the "Imagination Guide
‘mode”.

Figure 6B is a continuation of the flow diagram of Figure B6A.
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Figure 7A illustrates a flow diagram showing the steps
performed by the Remote Control portion of the present invention.
Figure 7B is a continuation of the flow diagram of Figure 7A.
Figure 7C is a continuation of the flow diagram of Figure 7B.
Figure B8 illustrates a flow diagram showing the steps
performed by the Advertising Flow portion of the present
invention.
Figure 9 illustrates a flow diagram showing the steps
performed by the Scrolling Text portion of the prasent invention.
Figure 10A illustrates a flow diagram showing the steps
performed by the Refresh.asp subroutine of the present invention.
Figure 10B is a continuation of the flow diagram of Figure
10A.

The present invention 1s a method and system for providing
an Internet user that has no pre-conceived notion of the specific
subject matter he or she wishes to initially view, with a
graphical user interface which assists the viewer 1in locating
subject matter of interest by first presenting the user with a
varlety of general categories, each corresponding to a plurality
of content-related web sites, and ultimately guiding the user to a
specific web page corresponding to the user's selected subject

matter of interest.
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Referring to Figure 1, a flowchart is shown which illustrates
the steps performed by the present invention 10. The user, upon
accessing the web site portal 15 containing the invention is first
presented with a choice of accessing a specific web site,
represented by a channel number, or accessing an "Imagination
Guide™ ("IG"). The user can make this selection easily in a
number of waya. The traditional method is by entering the web
sites' URL. The user will then be connected with the selected web
Bite. Alternately, the user can make selections via a remote
control image via step 20 (shown in Figure 2}). This image allows
the user to select specific channels representing web pages in the
same way the user would choose a channel to view on his or her
television set. The user may have access to a list of available
web pages, each represented by a different channel number. The
list 1s often provided by the user's interactive television
service provider. Finally, if the user does not know the specific
web page he or she wishes to view, and instead wants to be taken
to various places that might be of interest, the user can invoke
the IG by simply pressing the "IMAGINATION GUIDE" button 75 on the
remote control image 60 (see Figure 2).

The user, therefore, has the option of choosing a channel or
invoking the Imaginatlon Guide. If the Imagination Guide is
selected 25, a listing of channels are shown, each channel

representing one or more websites having subject matter relating
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to a selected or a default subject category 45. If the
Imagination Guide has not been selected, the system awaits a
channel selection, step 27. Once a specific channel has been
selected, the system reads the user's input via step 30 and
retrieves the web page associated with the selected channel by
querying a database of channel numbers 35 and refreshing several
areas of the present page, via step 40. This will be discussed in
greater detail below.

Upon entering the IG mode, the user has informed the system
that he or she does not have a specific subject in mind and wants
simply to use his or her "imagination”™ and be guided to an
interesting or entertaining subject. The IG is comprised of an IG
database that includes sets of web page addresses and links, each
set associated with a specific subject category. These subject
categories are displayed as headings on the user's computer
screen, as seen in Figure 2. The IG database is further
classified by language; each language has a set of corresponding
subject categories, which has associated with it a unique
collection of web page addresses and links. Therefore, different
combinationa of user-selected languages result in the display of
differsent subject categories.

A user computer 1s connected to a portal containing the
present invention. The user's computer screen is represented in

Figure 2, showing the various computer screen sections. It is to

10
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be understood that Figure 2 represents the preferred layout of the
user computer screen utilizing the present invention. Other
orientations of screen layouts are equally applicable. For
example, the remote control image may appear on the right side of
the screen or may not appear at all, while advertisements, logos,
web site content and scrolling text may appear at various other
locations on the screen.

Screen 50 is comprised of several sections. A remote control
image section 55 deplcts an image of a remote control device 6&0.
Here, the user can simply select a channel to ba viewed by
clicking on the appropriate number buttona 65, navigate to other
channels by clicking on the channel navigational buttons 70 or
clicking on the IMAGINATION GUIDE button 75. If, for example, the
user knows that channel 113 corresponds to an international sports
site (such as CNN® International), the user simply points and
clicks the mouse on the "1", "1™ and "3" buttons on remota control
image &0. The system accesses a database where each channel
number is stored along with its web pages, each having its
assocliated URL. Thae appropriate web page is retrieved, various
sections of the screen are refreshed and content form the selected
web page is displayed.

If the user wants to invoke the IG, he or she simply clicks
on the "IMAGINATION GUIDE" button 75 on remote control image 60,

and the user is taken into the "IG mode". Referring once again to
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Figure 2, it can be seen that a plurality of subject categories 80
are listed in the Subject Category section 85. After entering the
16 mode, the user can select which subject category he or she
wants to access. It 1s to be understocd that the number of
éubjact categories 80 is not fixed, and can be expanded to
virtually any number, limited only by the amount of available
viewable space on the user's computer screen.

In the preferred embodiment of the invention, prior to
choosing subject category 80, the user is presented with the
option of choosing a classification, such as a language, via the
language selector button 90 on remote control image 60. The
choice of subject categories 80 changes for each language
selected. For example, if the user selects Spanish, the subject
categories would Iinclude subjects particular to a Spanish
audience. In one embodiment, the language choices are Spanish,
English and Portuguese, although the present invention is not
limited in the number or variety of possible lanquage selections.

View button 92 allowa the user to vary the locations of the
subject categories 80, l.e., by repeatedly clicking on the view
button 92, the subject category headings can appear at different
locations on the user's screen such as along the right side, the
left side, or along the bottom.

It is important to note that the present invention does not

merely present the user with, for example, the same fifteen
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subject categories, each with assoclated web page and
advertisement links, regardless of the language selected by the
user, with the only difference being.the language of the text.
Instead, the present invention is specifically tallozred to
different audiences by taking into account that different
audiences have different areas of interest. For example, a
Spanish-speaking user, by selecting "SPANISH" from remote control
image 60 as the language of choice, 1s presented with categories
that, through market research, have beean shown to be of particular
intereat to the Spanish-speaking public. Soccer and Spanish
newsworthy events might be included. Therefore, the invention not
only translates all text into the selected language, but displays
different subject category choices for each language selected.

The présent invention is not limited to language
classifications, but can also apply to virtually any other
classifications such as, for example, teen-agers, senior citizens
Oor women. By selecting a "classification™, the user can be
presented with a listing of user-classifications, and asked to
select one. After selecting "TEENAGERS®, for example, the entry
is detected by the system and that portion of the database
containing the subject categories related to the selected
classification, is displayed to the user. Therefore, the system
would display subject categories corresponding to subject matters

that generally interest teenagers. These subject categories would

13
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differ from the subject categories displayed after the user has
selected, "women™ aor "senior citizens".

Once the user has selected a subject category 80, whether
entering a specific classification or just accepting the default
classification and its subject categories, the system refreshes
each of the screen sections, depending on the subject category or
language chosen. If, for example, "SPORTS" is the sublect
category chosen, the system searches its database for the group of
web page URLs having a sports theme and displays these web pages.

The Imagination Guide display 100 appears in Figure 2. If
the IG is selected, channels are displayed in section 100.
Preferably, a channel number 95 appears first, followed by a
plurality of website headings (ESPN, FOX, for example). The next
channel in the listing may contain additional websitea heading.
By clicking on each heading, the user can access the website, the
content of which appears in section 115.

If the IG is not selected, the user may select a channel
instead by entering the channel number in the remote control image
60, or by clicking on the channel listings 95 in section 100. For
example, the user may click on channel 113, which may be
corresponding to. SPORTS-related web pages. Section 100 displays
the channels in ascending order, giving the user a quick way to
browse through the various channels. In section 100, following

the each channel number is a brief one or two word description 105
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of the subject matter contained in the web page (e.g. "Baseball
Scores”, "World Sports™) and/or identification of the name of the
web site sponsor (ESPN®, FOX', CNN® etc.). This information
provides the user with enough information to allow the user to
select a specific web page from the listed channels 85. In this
fashion, the invention 1is proactive rather than reactive in that
it "feeds™ small amounts of information to the user, starting with
a list of subjects of wide variety, hopefully stirring the user's
interest, presenting the wuser with a 1listing of web pages
containing subject matter related to the selected subject category
80 and then helping the user narrow his or her choice, until he or
she selects a web page containing the subject matter of nosat
interest.

In Figure 2, channels 113, 114, 126 and 127 appear in section
100. If the IG had been selected, all channels corresponding to
websites matching the selected subject category would appear.
Figure 2 represents a screen where the user has not yet selected
the IG or a channel and is merely presented with a default screen,
i.e. a 1listing of channel numbers 95, followed by website
descriptions 108.

Other sections of the computer screen are refreshed to
correspond with the selected subject category 80. Advertisements
corresponding teo the chosen subject appear in the lower left of

screen section 110. In the preferred embodiment, advertisements
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are rotated, and new advertisements appear after a predetermined
amount of time if the user does not click on the advertisement.

Section 112 is a Ticker Section. Here, text is scrolled,
much like a ticker tape. If, for example, T"SPORTS" is the
category chosen, updated game scores appear in this section.
Other logos appear throughout the screen, including section 120,
each corresponding with the subject category 80 selected.

After viewing the choice of channels and their brief subject
descriptions 105 in section 100, the user selects a channel 95.
¥Web page content corresponding to the selected channel 95 is then
shown in section 115, the "Value Communicator" section along with
other helpful information which is shown to the user in other
portions of computer screen 50.

Figure 3 illustrates how the present invention updates screen
information in section 115 (Figure 2) depending on the user's
inpl‘.lt. Section 115 is known as the "Value Communicator™ section
of the screen and provides valuable information to the user
including web page content. As discussed earllier, the user {is
given a choice of languages in which to operate in. After
selecting a language, via step 125, the user then selects a
subject category, via step 130. Subject content 135 is displayed
in section 115 corresponding to the chosen subject category. At
the same time, advertisements 140 and user help content 145 are

also displayed on screen 50. All of the presented information is
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related 1in subject matter to the selected subject category

‘heading. For example, i1f SPORTS is the selected subject,

advertisements for sporting equipment or sporting events would
appear along with logos such as ADIDAS®, or NIKE®. From here,
additional useful information can be presented to the user, such
as specific promotional or upcoming events (e.g. "World Cup Guide”
150) and entertainment packages 155. The system can also provide
information on other non-related information such as interactive
television e-mail 160. The refresh.asp subroutine 165 refreshes
the screen content 1f another langquage or subject category is
chosen.

Figure 4 illustrates the steps taken by the present invention
in presenting the user with a cholce of ' avallable subject
categories 80. The user first visits the web site portal that
incorporates the present invention, step 170. The user, if in IG
mode, selects one of the subject categories, via step 175. The
database stores the web sgite location of one or more logos
corresponding to the subject matter of each subject category
heading and the system displays the logo based upon which subject
category heading was selected by the user, step 180. Depending
upon which subject category heading was clicked, the application
displays a logo in the top corner, or in another screen location,
step 185.

Figure 5 illustrates the steps taken when the user invokes
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the Imagination Guide (IG) feature. The Guide.asp subroutine 190
is invoked 195 when the user selects the IMAGINATION GUIDE button
75 from remote control image 60. The IG database 205 1s comprised
of groups of web site addresses, each group classified according
to a specific subject category, language and channel 200. The
system then determines if the user has selected the Imagination
Gulde, via step 210.

If the Imagination Guide has been accessed, sach recordset of
channels containing web pages having subject matter related to the
salected sublect category heading @0 is dlisplayed in channel
section 100, via step 215. As shown in Figure 2, the IG has not
yet been selected and section 100 displays a default listing of
channel numbers 95, in ascending order, allowing the user to
scroll to the channel number 95 of choice. Following each channel
number 95 are brief channel content descriptions 105. This gives
the user information identifying the subject matter or owner of
the web site corresponding to each channel. If the Imagination
Guide has not been accessed, step 220, each recordset is displayed
in section 100. In this case where the user has not selected the
Imagination Guide, the recordset 1s simply consecutive channel
listings, without regard to subject matter content.

Figure 6A furtlaer illustrates the function of the channel
database when the user has entered the "Imaginatlion Guide mode”™.

After the user has accessed the portal containing the present

18

9z



E.'Uf.'l-"l.' EE6TSO0OT

10

15

20

PD-201165

invention, step 170, the user chooses a language or accepts the
default language associated with the user's lactation, step 125
and selects a subject category 80, via step 130. Once again, the
user can select from a listing of available subject categories 80
or choose to access a default subject category. In the preferred
embodiment of the invention, the subject categories 80 vary
depending upon the language selected by the user.

Referring to Figure 6B, a continuation of the flow diagram of
Figure 6A, the database of records containing web sites with
identifying URLs, descriptions and number of hits 225 is queried
based upon the selected subject category and langquage, step 230.
The iesults, i.e. the channels representing web pages having
subject matter related to the selected subject, are displayed in
section 100 of screen 350, via step 235. The user then selects
one of the listed channels, step 240, 1in which case the web site
content related to the chosen web site is displayed, via step 250
and a counter recording the number of "channel hits™ is updated,
step 245. If a new language 1s selected, the process is updated
and the user presented with new subjects to choose from. If a new
subject category is selected, a new gquery is sent to the web site
database and new results displayed in Imagination Gulde section
100.

Figures 7A-7C illustrate the steps taken when using the

remote control subsystem of the present invention. The user
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screen 50 includes a section with the image of a remote control
device 60, slmilar to a remote control used to operate a
television. In this manner, an Internet user can navigate through
"channels” each rc;presenting a distinct web page as one would
navigate through television channels, each representing a
different television station.

In Figure 7A, froh remote control image 60, the user can
simply click and select the appropriate language 125, channel 240,
or access the Imagination Guide subsystem, wia step 215. When the
system receives a request for a specific language, a Change
Language request 260 1s sent to the Refresh.asp subroutine 165.:
The subject category choices are then refreshed, depending upon
the language chosen. If the user pselects a channel directly
without invoking the IG, a Channel Request 265 ls sent directly to
the Guide.asp subroutine 190 and the selected channel 1is
displayed. When the IG is invoked, a request is forwarded to the
Guide.asp routine 190, and the system awaits a subject category
selection from the user. An appropriate channel list is then
displayed in section 100.

In Figure 7B, user remote control features are illustrated.
The user can scroll up or down to get to the desired channel, step
270, or skip channels by 5 (or other multiples) to reach the
desired channel, step 275. Additionally, instead of pointing out

and clicking the desired subject category 80, the user can select
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the subject of choice using the remote control image, via step
280. Here, the category 80 is displayed on the remote control
image display 60 and the user can scroll to the subsequent or
previous subject category by using buttons on the remote control
image.

Figure 7C illustrates additional features of the remote
contreol subsystem including GO 285, GO RACK 290, CLEAR 295 and
SEARCH 300 features.

Depending upon the subject category chosen, advertisements
appear on the user's computer screen 50. Choosing the subject
"KIDS", for example, will provide the wuser with a 1list of
available child-oriented web page cholces. Choosing subject
category heading 80 also retrieves advertisements, each based upon
the subject selection.

The invention determines which subject category 80 has been
selected and how it retrieves appropriate advertisements, which
include logos, data, text and hyperlinks. Several advertisements
can be displayed by a rotating engine that displays an
advertisement at a specific screen location, and if no action
(point-and-click} is taken by the user, displays another
advertisement in the same screen location. If the user clicks on
an advertisement within a given time (five seconds, for example),
the "hit"™ is tracked, the advertiser's URL 1is displayed in a

separate window and the advertiser's web site is displayed.
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In Figure 8, the advertising routine begins, step 310, and
the selected subject is determined, step 320. Advertisements
based upon the selected subject are retrieved, via step 330. The
advertiser's data, related links and logos 335, are retrieved by
an ad rotator engine, step 340. The priority and sequence of the
advertisements are determined as the data is parsed and placed in
a rotating order by the ad rotator engine, vla step 345 and
displayed on screen 50 via step 350. If the advertisement, text
or logo is not clicked on by the user within a predetermined
amount of time, step 355, the data is parsed again 345. If the
user does click on the advertisement, a counter is updated, via
step 360, the advertiser's URL is opened in a new window, step
365, and the advertiser's web site is displayed, via step 370.

Figure 9A illustrates the step-by-step process used to
display text in the ticker window 112 of screen 50. After the
user has accessed the portal containing the present invention, via
step 170, and selected a language, via step 125, the user selects
a subject category, step 130 from the liating of subjects 80.

In Figure 98, a continuation of the flow diagram of Figure
9A, once again, the web site database 225 is queried based upon
the language and subject category selection inputs, step 230, and
results are displayed in the ticker window Bection 112, as
marquee, or scrolling text, via step 378. The user then selects

text from the scrolling ticker window 112, via step 380, which
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prompts the channel "hit” counter to be updated for the channel
corresponding to the scrolling text via step 360 and the web
site corresponding 'to the channel to be. displayed 370. The
channel process continues until a new subject or new language 1s
selected. The text in the ticker window appears as scrolling or
marquee text, and might include stock prices if a "FINANCE"
subject 1is chosen, or sports scores if the "SPORTS" sublect is
chosen.

Figures 10A and 10B illustrate the refresh.asp subroutine 165
that refreshes the user's screen after certain user variables are
entered. If the system detects a change of language request 385
the lanquage is changed 390 and stored as a session variable via
step 395. The imagination gquide database 1is updated by a new
language query, step 400 (in Figure 10B), an update is sent to the
value communicator to refresh the content in that section with new
content based upon the new language, step 405 (Figure 10B}, and an
update is sent to the ad rotator engine for new language, via step
410(Figure 10B).

If the user does not change the language, the system then
determines if the user has requested an earlier page, via step
415. The user may, at times wish to revert back to a previously
displayed web page. If this is the case, a request is made to
retrieve an earlier page, 420 and JAVASCRIPT, or an equivalent
application, sends an update to the web portal site 15 with

23



SOLTTOY EERTSOQT

=
o

Y
n

20

PD-201165

information from history, step 425.

Subroutine 165 then determines 1f the user has requesated a
change of subject, step 430. If "YES™, than the new aubject
selection is stored as a session varlable, step 435 and updates
are sent to the imagination guide for a new subject query, step
440 and to the value commnicator 445(Figure 10B) and ad rotator
engine 450(Figure 10B), for a new subject category.

If the user has not changed the subject category, the
subroutine then detects 1f a new window must be opened based upon
a user request for a specific channel, step 455. If this is "YES",
the channel tracker 1s updated, step 460, and new window 1is
created, with a window handle, or identification parameter, being
stored, via step 465, the wab site is redirected to the new window
470 (Figure 10B), and the user is shown the new web site, step 475
(Figure 10B). If the user has selected a new channel 480, the
window handle is closed, via step 485. If the user has not
selected a new channel the system 1s queried as to the status of
web portal 15, at step 480. If web portal 15 is no longer open,
the window handle is also closed, at 485.

The following represents portions of the source code for the
referesh.asp routine. Generally, the subr_outine updates the
system tracking system by adding 1 to the count_of hits, and if
the user selects a channel, adding 1 to the count_of_hits for the

selected channel; opens a new window, showing the channel in the
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open window; if the user selects a new language, updating the
system with thils information; if the user selects a new screen
layout, using the VIEW button on the remote image, notify the

system.

Response.Addiisader "Pragma”, "ro-cache"

Response.CacheControl = "no—cache”

Respongas.Expirags=-1

<1-—#INCLUDE FILE="../ Include/Portal.inc® --> <%'This line is
from the

¥WebMorge - POS3 fliles Y>

<%

Response.Buffer=false 'Comment this line once the coding is done.
done=false *Sat this when we find our option

if Request.Item{"ID")<>"" then

'Lets log this visit to the program:

get ObjDBR~DbConnection

cbjDB.Open

sql="insext into watcher (IP, ID) wvalues {'“ &
Requeat.ServerVariables ("REMOTE ADDR®) & "', " &
Requast.Item{"ID") &")"

set ObJRS = Ob]DB.Execute{50L)

*set ObJRS = nothing

"set ObjDR = nothing

' Response.Write "<i--Found ID - Launching new window-->"
done=true

' Set QbjDB = DbConnaction
' ObjDB.Cpen

'Lets stors tha ID
Ib=Requast.Item("1d")

'Gat the CountofRits

sgl="gelact url, CountofHits, Channel from IG whexe ID=" & id
‘Set ObjDB = DbConnectlcn

'ObjDB.Open

Set ObJRS = Ob]DB.Execute(Sql)

url=Trim{objrs{"URL"))

Sesslon("Charnel®)=Trim{obirs {"Channal”]}

'Add 1 te the count
CountofHita=trim(objrs{*"CountofHits™))+1

‘Upcdate tne CountofHits
sql="UPDATE IG SET CountOfHits = " & Countofiditas & "WHERE ID = " &
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id
Set ObJRS = ObjDB.Execute(Sql)

set ObJRS = nothing
:et ObkDB = nothing
>
<html>
<head>
<peript language—"JavaSczipt”>

var remote=null;

funczion rs{u) {
remcte~window.open('<%=uzlt>’', 'channel’, 'width=800, helght=600,

left=0, top=200,

fesizable-yes,sc:ollbars-yes,statua-o,manubar-yes'l;

function unl() {
remote.close{); }

</script>

</head>

<body

gnloaf-':s(ﬂl:top.control.location-'Ipo:tallcontrole_remoto.html?t
me=<

=timer*1008>';" onunload="unl()">
Loading Page . . . <¥=urlh>

</body>

</html>

<%

end if

if not done and Reques:.item{®language”)<>"* and 1=2 then
dona=trua
selact case ucase (session("Lanquage™))

case "E" ; Sesslion("Language®)="8"
case "S" : Sesasion("Languaga®)="p"
case "F" : Session("Language")="E"
end select
>
<htm]>
<body

onload="top.quide.location="'/portal/guide.asp?7time=<V=timer*100%>"

top.subbrands.location=*/portal/selector.asp?time=<$=timer+i00%>';
E:p.cummunicator.1ocation-'Iportallportal.alp?tima-<l-timnr*1000l>
>
old-Changing Languages - <%=sesalon("Language®)i> -
<Y=timer*10008>'a .
</body>
</html>
<i
end if

if not done and Requasst.item}“lanquage”}<>""then

26
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done=true
solect case ucasa{session{"Language™})
casa "E" : Session("Language”)="3"
case "S5" : Session("Language")="P"
case "P" : Sesslion("Language”)="E"
aend select
»
<html>
<body :
onload="top.guide.location='/portal/quide.asp?time=<t=timar+*100%>"

t':cp. subbrands.location="'/portal/subbrands.asp?time=<i=timer+100%>'

’
||:op. conmunicator.location='/portal/portal.asp?time=<f=timer*1000%>
">
new-Changing Languages - <i=sessaion{"Language®}i> -
<b=timer*1000%>'s
</body>
</ht=l>
<%

end 1f

if not done and Requeat.item("hlanguage®™)="1" then
done=true
select case ucase{session{"Language™))
cagse "E' : Session({"Language”)="S"
case "5% : Session{"Languaga®}="P"
case *P" : Session{"Language”)}="E"
end select
"
<html>
<body
onload="top.guide.location="/portal /gquide.asp?time=<§=timer*100%>"

;.op. subbrands.location='/portal/subbrands.asp?time=<i=tiner*100%>*

!
top.communicator.location='/portal/portal.asp?time=<%=timer*1000%>
III'>

Changing lLanguages = <%=gession("Languaga®}i> -

<V=timer*i0Q00%>'s
</body>
</html>

/<
end if

if not done and Regquest.Item{”Channel”)<>"" than
done=true
C=Raquest.Item{"Channel”}
L=5ession("Larguage™)
S=Heasion("Subbrand™)

8gl="gselect id from ig where channel='" § C & "' and Lang='" & L

& -y
and Subbrand='" § 3 & *'"

27
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Set ObjDB = DbConnection
Ob3jDB.
Set ObjRS = ObjOB.Execute(8ql)

ID=ObJIRS (“ID")

set ObjDB = Nothing
Set ObjRS = Nothing
Response . Radirect “refresh.asp?id=" & id

end 1f

if not done and Request.Item("Skina™)="1" then
done=true
L=gession("BaseHref™) 'Which layout are we uaing???

salsct case L
case "/vortal/default.asp” : L="/portal/defaclt2.asg”
case "“/oortal/default2.asp* ;: L="/portal/defaultl.asp”
case "/portal/default3.asp® : L="/portal/default.sasp”®
end select
Seasion("BaseHref")=L
"
<html>
<SCRIPT LANGUAGE="JavaScript®>
top.location.href = "<i=session("Basafliref™)%>";
</SCRIPT>
</html>
<%
end 1f

if not done then Response.write "Didn't find the option. " &
Enquest.Que:yString
>

The instant invention has been shown and described herein in
what is cornsidered to be the most practical and preferred
ambodiment. It is recognized, however, that departures may be
made therefrom within the scope of the invention and that obvious

modifications will occur to a person skilled in the art.
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What Is Claimed Is:

1. A method for use in a commnications network to
proactively assist a user in locating one or more web pages stored
on servers connected to said communications network, each ue? page
containing subject matter related to the user's chosen general
area of interest, said method comprising the steps of:

presenting the user with an option of either selecting a
specific web page or selecting one of a plurality of subject
categories;

displaying a plurality of said subject categories, each said
subject category identified by a subject heading and being

associated with a set of one or more web pages, each sald web

page represented by a separate channel number, wherein each said

set of web pages contain content related to a particular said
subject category:

if the user selects said one of said plurality of subject
categories,

displaying one or more said channel numbers, each said
channel number corresponding to one or more web pages containing
subject matter related to said selected subject category;

allowing the user to select sald one of sald displayed

channels; and
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displaying web page content corresponding to said selected

channel.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of
displaying channel content summary descriptions to enable the
user to identify subject matter content of each said channel, and
displaying subject category information comprising sublject matter

related to said selected subject category.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein prior to the step of
allowing the user to select said one of sald displayed channels,
allowing the user to initially select one of a plurality of
classifications wherein upon said initial selection, &nd prior to
a subsequent selection of a different classlfication, a different
set of subject categories is presented for each said selected

clasagification.

i, The method of claim 3 wherein said classification is a
language and wherein upon sald initial selection, text in each

subsequent display will be in the selacted language.
5. The method of claim 2 wherein sald subject category

information comprising subject matter related to sald selected

subject category includes advertisements, logos and/or text.
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6. The method of claim 3 whereln said steps of selecting
sald .subject category, selecting said channel, and/or selecting
said classification 1s performed by pointing and clicking on a
button on a remote control image situated on the user's computer

screen.

7. A system for use in a communications network to
proactively assist a user in locating one or more web pages stored
on servers connected to said communications network, each wab page
containing subject matter related to the user's chosen genaral
area of interest, said method comprising:

means for providing the user with an option of either
selecting a specific web page or selecting one of a plurality of
subject categories;

means for presenting the user with a list of said plurality
of said subject categories, each said subject category being
associated with a set of one or more web pages wherein each said
set of web pages contain content related to a particular said
subject category;-

means for selecting said one of said plurality of subject
categories,

means for displaying one or more said channel numbers, each

said channel number corresponding to one or more web pagea
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containing subject matter related to said selected subject
category;

means for allowing the user to select sald one of said
displayed channels; and

means for displaying web page content corresponding to said

selected channel.

8. The system of claim 7 further comprising channel

content summary descriptions to enable the user to identify

subject matter content of each said channel, and subject category
information comprising subject matter related to said selected

subject category.

9. The system of claim 7 further comprising means for
allowing the user to ihitially select one of a plurality of
classifications wherein upon said initlial selection, and prior to
a subsequent selection of a different classification, a different
set of sublject categorlies is presented for each saild selected

ciassification.

10. The system of claim 9 wherein said classification is a

language and wherein upon said initial selection, text in each

subsequent display will be in the selected language.
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11. The system of claim 8 wherein saild subject category
information comprising subject matter related to said selected

subject category includes advertisements, logos and/or text.

12. The system of claim 7 wherein said means for selecting
said one of sald plurality of subject categories, means for
allowing the user to select said one of said displayed channels
and means for allowing the user to initially select one of a
plurality of classifications comprises a remote control image

displayed on the user's computer screen.

13. A method for use in a communications network to
proactively assist a user in locating one or more web pages stored
on servers connected to said communications network, sach web page
containing subject matter related to the user's chosen general

area of interest, said method comprising the steps of:

displaying a plurality of subject categorles, each said’

subject category being ildentified by a subject heading and
associated with a set of one or more web pagea, each said web page
represented by a separate channel number, wherein each said set of
web pages contain content related to a particular said subject
category;

allowing the user to initially select one of a plurality of

languages wherein upon saijid initial selection, and prior to a

33
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subsequent selection of a different language, a different set of
subject categories is presented for each said selected language;

displaying one or more sald channel numbars, each said
channel number corresponding to a web page containing subject
matter related to said selected subject category:

displaying channel content summary descriptions to enable
the user to identify subject matter content of each said channel;

displaying subject category information comprising subject
matter related to sald selected subject category;

aliowing the user to select sald one of sald displayed

channels; and

displaying web page content corresponding to said selected

channel.

4
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A system and method for providing an Internet user that has
no pre-conceived notion of the specific subject matter he or she
wisheas to initially view, with a graphical user interface which
assists the user in locating a web site of interest by first
displaying a variety of general categories, each corresponding to
a plurality of content-related web sites, and gradually guiding
the user to a web page of interest. The system allows an
Internet user to review information that has been acquired solely
to stimulate their imagination. The invention utilizeas an
"Imagination Gulde", which presents, on the use's computer
screen, a plurality of subject category headings, each heading
identifying a unique area of interest. The user can select a
preferred language, and is then presented by the list of subject
categories corresponding to the selected language. Each subject
category corresponds to an "Imagination™ Data Base containing
accessible web page URLs, each represented by a specific channel
number, and all having subject matter related to the user's

selected subject category.
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VISIT WEBSITE AT
hitp//dtrectstage.directvla.com/portal

l

USER SELECTS ONE OF 15

DIFFERENT SUBJECT
CATEGORY BUTTONS

DEPENDING ON WHICH SUBJECT
CATEGORY WAS CLICKED,
THE APPLICATION
WILL DISPLAY THE FULL LOGO IN

785

| /

780

LOGO FOR EACH SUBJECT CATEGORY
AND DISPLAYS IT BASED UPON WHICH

THE TOP RIGHT CORNER

l

THE DATABASE STORES THE FULL

SUBJECT CATEGORY BUTTON WAS
SELECTED BY THE USER

FOR EXAMPLE: IF THE USER CLICKED
|ON THE SPORTS SUBJECT CATEGORY
BUTTON THE TOP RIGHT CORNER
WOULD CONTAIN THE FULL DIRECTV
SPORTS SUBJECT CATEGORY LOGO

1

THE USER IS FREE TO EXPLORE
OTHER AREAS OF THE PORTAL

15
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NUMBER OF HITS, EACH RECORD

DATABASE OF WEBSITES WITH QUERY BY SUBJECT CATEGORY/
WITH URL, DESCRIPTION AND AND LANGUAGE BASED ON

USER SELECTION

RESULTS DISPLAYED IN
IMAGINATION GUIDE
AS CHANNELS

IS CATEGORIZED BY SUBJECT
| CATEGORY AND CHANNEL

UPDATE HIT COUNTER FIELD FOR
SELECTED CHANNEL BY ONE

245

WEBSITE OPENED IN
SEPARATE WINDOWS
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DIRECTV INTERNET IMAGINATION GUIDE

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

Current Web information searching is originated from the individual having an idea of
what they are seeking. This invention modifies the criteria such that the individnal
enters without any preconceived idea of the information they are seeking. By use of
the DIRECTV Imsgination Guide they will be able to review information that has
been acquired solely to stimulate their imagination. This paradigm shift will supply .
mmnmmtvdmﬁomﬁeWebuhdofpunm )

mmofm.m“numnmmmmwmw 9
by DIRECTV to our subscribers. - We want to expand the entertainment valus of = . - | @gzuq -,
DIRECTV to be multimedia based. ' The advantage of this invention will bo that oux - T :-"-}"'
subscribers will be able to access our Web site and let their imagination guide then to "~ .- & g % B
the entertainment they desire without having a specific idea of whiit they are after. . ~..“,..€;-_-'._ Fo
The Imagination guide will be grouped to match our sub brands to assist in classifying - Sl S

areas of intercst. mmmmmﬁnmmmmnmmmﬂfﬁ. Ay
unlmbhbymmspmmmmmmofm mw— gy

Imagination Guide would only bo aveilable “from DIRECTYV. - Ifﬂnpduth*"—"'_:, ]
approved, we would be first t0 market and would be sble to scll the patent'to ‘all %5 Fxcits, v v A% 4t
entertainment compenies. The advertising reverrues and revenaes from joint linking ; g R A '»%T.ﬁ"'i"
should increase the profitzhility of the company. Bysupplmmaddﬂumlm..i 2 s :e-a.m
of entertainment to the subscribers we will also be able (o offer additional exposare - - . "

for our channe] providers and advertisers. z
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Flow Chart for Sub Brand Buttone
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Overview

o DIRECTYV IG revamps the way that people
search the mternet because 1t 1s Proactive
rather than Retroactive

e Adds value to the subscription of
DIRECTV

 DIRECTYV maintains no content other than
the actual DIG softwar_e

~,
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DIRECTV
SPORTS

-l

Imagination Guide
eStimulates Imagination
«Users are able to select multiple different themes

*DIRECT SPORTS Sub brand 1dentifies which
theme they are using at

HUGHES PROPRIETARY

*Can process banner-advertising (dark blue line)
+Easy-to-use and familiar web interface
«Consistent with current Web Look and Feel
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Subbrand Selector

o Allows users to select which sub brand or
theme that fits their current general interest

« New themes can be added very easily

HUGHES PROPRIETARY
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Value Communicator
« Easy to use message system for subscribers
» Easy access point for DIRECTV Interactive
Webmail
« Explams how the portal adds value to the
subscriber
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Value Ticker
 Helps to tie the website together

* Promotes upcoming Sports, Movies, Weather, and
Events on DIRECTV

* Has ability to link to other areas of the Portal

1 u
o A B
4 e

ui{

et A

HUGHES PROPRIETARY



'FDETEC’EJTEETEDS

Site Advertising

» Provides a mechanism for the subscriber to quickly
click on more options

A way for advertisers of the DIRECTV Portal to
easily reach milhions of subscribers with very little
effort

 Can leverage off of the current and future
DIRECTYV Interactive advertisers

.
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Remote Control /5t

BEAM * Same look and feel as the current

e DIRECTYV system

b dsdadl ° Provides added functionality to the

website via mouse clicks

sl © Offers features that the current remote
control does not (5X, your
1magination)

 Your imagination button changes the
view to one that will stimulate your
imagination differently
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Goals

e Provide additional value to the subscriber,
which will aid m reducing Churn

» Completely redesign the thinking of the

Internet, moving towards a model that
currently works

— Simuilar to a book store, where all of the books
are 1 front of you and you only need to choose
the general theme and your imagination finds
the best from there -..
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03
Limitations
» Imaginations E
* Support To maintain the database of all of g
the best links, we will need a few good web @
surfers 2
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'| DIRECTV Latin America Spotts Worid Cup Portal |

The rules have changed! In order for an established business to survive and in fact
thrive, new strategics and new avenues of revenue must be developed and deployed ina
cooperative and cost cffective manner. Development and implementstion of a practital
DIRECTV World Cup Partal website will attract new customers, increase revenue, and
add increased value to our broadcast offering. DIRECTV Latin America has stated its '
misxion as being the best provider of entertejmment in Latin Amexica for our customers.
For these reasons. ..

“DIRECTY Latin America &s proud (v announce the creation of the ultimate
Sports Portal of the entertalnment worldl DIRECTV has ereated ons centrul point
mmmﬂmuqqmwmmmmmm-

1.

mmmﬁmﬁtlﬂofﬂrm‘bﬁlWaianpMMh PR
focused towards our subecriber’s sports needs and desires. The Portal (commcn Web : N
. lingo for central access point) will be dexigned to utilize a3 much commooalityss .. - ...
possible from the DIRECTV broadcast system. The Iayout will utilize aa input output
(I/0) device similar to what our subscribers are currently familisr with (remote control,
only virtual). We will supply a progrem guide that provides casy access to all websites
that carry the theme we are after. The program guide will follow =s much as posaible the
mwwwmmcﬁmmmm»amu 3 .
possible the theme). 100 — 200 will contxnin the international mix of all possible - -3
eombtmhmofvahnchmmh.”l-ﬂﬂvnﬂoﬁ:ﬂncbmdsthﬂpuhmbw v .
subject specifically and 600 — 100mllbeallndioURLi.Wewuﬂdhhmﬁ>llowthc B ey gy -
ﬂ:uneufnﬂemehmnlueSpnuh.luodddunmlsmmmdMBm ..,--. 1,-.--‘.,1
in English. SREN
ASumemdAgmn:(SLA)mﬂbemmwmmnbnibmm CeE
alwxys supplied with top performance from the DIRECTV portal, the best qualityonthe . - 3 :
Webndmeueofmpnmﬂlntmmﬂﬂ“ntbwpymsm‘uﬂbe W g ae
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For acceas into our portal we have envisioned restricted access available only to »

DIRECTV subscribers but available for a cost to all interested potential DIRECTV TR
customers. We would like to have this partal as a second page accossible from soveral - - .3 . & 4}
points currently available on the Web (Merge, search engines, Corporate page, all partner | 3+, o g7
channels as reverse advertisement, etc.). We have also envisioned that we would be able
to utilize the current branding that ls gvailable from the DIRECTV Sports logo. The
mmmwumhmmmnmwmumwm
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Stage 1 — Information gathering consisting of review of product, service,
distribution channels, competition and existing activities. Short and long term goels are
defined, objectives are mapped and metrics are defined to measure our progross towards
meeting our stated goals.

Stage 2 - Strategic planning will define our target audience, content will be
analyzed and organized, technologies defined and selected, and resources identified.

Stage 3 — Sito production will review our communication process and verify
proper performance, navigation routes, proper use of graphics and content.

Stage 4 — Launch and promotion will utilize the marketing methodologies
currently in place for the DIRECTV Brand and incorporate best practices from leading
‘Web portal sites.

Stage § ~ Maintenance and Support will make sure that we keep our Web portal
updated with fresh/new content. Additionally, the technology must be updsted on a
regular badis and tested to verify we are meeting the customer’s needs, ..

e
RRSNIEE. [?un'] . : _ ._',l' -‘.-—{-:j ) "1.‘:"-'
'-eonw:t;mwdﬂ' SemeewuldbeﬁeemlllclmDmBCIVnhuibm(owld S R
potentially include DIRECTV US customers) and available for a cost to snyone i BT
imterestad. Sponsorship would be from the entire DIRECTV Latin America Exccutive TRERE Tk
' |.i 0
. ': Yo
] i i m . Y o .
Hmﬂmmﬁmmﬂq&ﬁrmmmhmmw Co L e .
mmndmewmdmtmmm4wuldnqmmonﬁm:u00’am P S
market the World Cup Portal. Stage 5 will require two dedicated employees to answer’ IR
inquires, update program guide and search for new programs. In addition, selling support . sLe iy
for our advertising will be required. If the idea catches fire, additional resources would be ' W
required. The additional dollars required would be $236,000.00. 'I'able!hluhdownlll : RIS
ofﬂ:emcemqummts 1t "-'isl"}.';ﬁr
. - = 'Jq.___'
Table 1
(W [ Task Cost Comments
1 | Six employees $06,000 Twelve Man Months
2| Consultanis $50,000
3 | Two Servers $50,000
4 | Software $10,000
5 | Travel 000 6 trips at $5K cach
6 | Subtotal: [ 7X]
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Utilizing current DIRECTV Latin America employees for task number 1 can
reduce this invegtment. Another potential money saver is by looking at existing
infrastrocture and maximizing on existing under utilized hardware, which couald
potentially save the company $146,000. Nonetheless, this will ultimately pay for itself by
introducing advertisernents on the web and potentialty selling DIRECTV merchandise.

[350,000 ora % | |

&mmmmmm&mmmhmmmdm
being ready on time.
' A prototype demo has been created to present the conoept and get the process

mmihadd:mnwahlvequbdﬂwhuﬁormpmmgudemdhpumﬂnﬂu
for Advertisement. - ‘

4!

Ihlsldnhuheenpmemdtnmull(uu:td)nhuiﬁu:iuthudmﬂ'r'.. g
reaction and it has had tremendous response. We have the opportunity to expand our
current business, increase our value to our subscribers and become a true multimedia - ¢
entertainment giant! 'S
' _ ﬁifﬁfzi-b.
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| Advertising on Web Portals I

The DIRECTYV Portal is DIRECTV Latin Amezica’s snswer to our Latin America
subscriber’s, and patential subscriber’s, needs for s single point of entry to get to their
E II ! I I wa I I m I. l. I w III
advertising content on their websites, Web Portal companies like AOL.com
@waww.aolmn and Yahoo.com (bitp://www. according to the SEC,

(ttpz//veww.yahoo.com),
advertising revenucs of $2.033 billion (http://bixz. yahoo.com/e/l/a/aolhtml)

have reported
and $149.9 million J//biz. 105 respectively, for the end
of first quarter 2001. There exist other very popular web portals like Bxcite, Lycos, MSN,
NBCi, GO, N&upomd:Wonmwhomdndvmmtbﬂrmum,l
recent study by, Nielsen//NetRatings

.. (ttp:/fdailynews. yahoo.com/h/nf/2001061 14c/11 141 l.hlml). ttates the following about
the popularity of web poctals:

'OmmdmmmmammhhAmmaOnhuwAO
- news) or Yahoo! : YHOO - news) each day, giving the portal category an .
audience reach of more then 92 percent, the report said.”

Between May 1, 2001 and May 31, 2001, our business to consumer website, known as

- the Web Mexrge, received a total of 5.3 million hits (seo figure 2). This statistic illusirates

OUr company ld:mgmm&ewehmlmm We can easily tap into this
potestial revenus-genersting medium by presenting ddvestising content on the DIRECTV
Portal.
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Figure 2: Web Merge statistics for May, 2001
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@iTV) product. We can provide value-added benefit to our advertising sponsors in iTV by
also including their advertising content on our web portal.

As can be seen the Jikelihood of 8 return on investment ia very good zince the work and -
resources needed to develop and maintain such a gystem are minimal according to our
work plan (please refer to the Badpet portion of this docinent) and the cost would be
recouped with edvertising, DIRECTV Merchandise and the service fee.

A system and supporting processes & procadures are required to support the new

advertising opportumities made available on the DIRECTV Portal. Each web pagoe on the

DIRECTYV Portal will contain a graphic that will be used for advertising. Each graphic

can be rotated on & 5 second interval. Initially the volumes are expected to be low and
PROPRIETARY
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probably not be as frequent, but the system hes to support this 5-second interval in the
future, Scalability is key for future growth and demand. An interface fior submission of
ads is required for use by DIRECTV business, which will be the driver of this content.
Requiremants

This section will elshorate on the advertisement system for the DIRECTV Partal.

et:lll  graphic specifics
ﬁmummmlenanBCWPomlpmm-typewebm

illustrating the Fox Sports advertisoment.
Table 2
[ Location: Lower left on web page below remote control
£ mwﬂ% -
Format: - OIF, PEGor PNG - - . Ao
... | Colar amount: - | 236 colors - . _
i .Tbadplphcmuhmhnbdnybmmdsmﬁwm _— . :' ..*.
ii  The ad graphic content will differ on which theme (or DIRECTV : - © i .3Vt iy
. sub brand) is currently selectéd. For example, the initial startup web page will . .~ .+ s 3T .___,.1';
consist of a Sports theme (or DIRECTYV Sports), therefore, the ad graphic will - P -3 ,,;;._ i, Tem
consist of sports related ads (Fox Sports, ESPN, Com-Coh,Blldwuﬂ .etc). i =‘.1..t-*.a..-.'.‘., -:n-..sa,
Advertisement content will exist for all DIRECTV sub brand themes™% 7. .q 25 g.r?:,:’i.fz‘#%.i,f
iii. Upon user entry into one of the program channel hyperlinks, the web page « > 4, !-r‘~i.*= s:‘-"‘

w:llﬂmduplnyudwummtnlnﬁvemthehypulmkmauﬂd.mr -"'.

ndvuhmnwouldbeduphynd(eg.l’:‘SPN ESPPDmﬂddhphywhﬁng
in five-second infervals). |-

mmmmmmmﬂmmmmw.mw
u&mhlﬁmm&mmofﬁcmcMWmﬁeDm
Portal.

mmmmﬂwuhdﬂmoﬁmm 7 _

IEETAEN
Ma

hshngmﬁuhuehnemmtmstmlﬂ:gnpmdmhonenw .-
. ‘This will ensure that all DIRECTV Portal content is 100% fimctional before itis

broadcsast on the web.

HUGHES PROPRIETARY.
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mmemummmmwmmmmmm
page does not have a client advertisement then DIRECTV Latin America decides

ndml:ictoilullll.

. ) ] - l I- -
DMPmLItmnmmmumeﬁmwmhmm
ennhntmdﬂmthedeﬁﬂtSpuhﬁmwebm!ﬁsbuuﬂanbew

. Clnltpuhgedumpum .,_,_\ “

hankmmt,orhillehm) .

graphic hits. Thlsuunuﬁ:lnowempmwdnwdmﬁmsdmﬂswﬂhnhbhhn
statistics.
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