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Reivindicaciones a la Patente del Modelo de Utiidad Zdcaio Athenea 

1. Zócalo decorativo en idinina ferrosa, conformado por tramos de hasta 2 metros con 40 
centimetros, a travØs del cual en su interior se pueden conducir circuitos de redes 
eldctricas, fibra óptica, de datos y neumÆticas, en forma aislada e independiente 
mediante una division (2.3), y ci cual puede ser instalado on forma modular 
acoplÆndose por los etremos para cubrir mayores distancias, o utilizar mOdulos 
opcionales para instalar las salidas de las redes, caracterizado por que cada tramo posee 
dos piezas independientes, una tapa y una base, que se encajan entre si y forma un 
ducto cerrado con divisiOn para alojar cables o couductores, fabricada on idmina de 
hierro acerado con dobleces a lo largo formando tramos de zOcalo y con acabado en 
pintura al horno, electrostÆtica o galvanizada, con la posibilidad dc tener en forma 
opcional cada tramo cajas y modulos fabricados en lamina de hierro acerado o plastico 
con huecos de las dimensiones de las salidas de las redes elctricas, fibra Optica, de 
dates o neurnÆticas. 

2. El ZOcalo de acuerdo con la reivindicacidn 1, caracterizada por que esta conformado 
par dos piezas independientes, una base y una tapa, donde la tapa cubre la secciOn 
superior y frontal del zOcaio correspondiente a la parte visible, encajando a presiOn o 
con tornillo sobre la base, la cual posee una division central opcional que ayuda a 
apoyar y m.antener la tapa en su lugar. 

3. El Zdcalo de acuerdo con la reivindicaciOn I y 2, esta caracterizado por tener la base y 
tapa elaboradas en IÆrnina de hierro acerado, calibre 20 a 22. 

4. El ZOcalo de acuerdo con la reivindicacidn 1 y 2, caracterizada par que la tapa y la base 
estÆ conforinada por dobleces a 10 largo del tramo siendo la secciOn transversal igual en 
toda su lóngitud. 

5. El Zócalo de acuerdo con la reivindicaciOn 1 y 2, caracterizada por que la terminacidu 
de la tapa es Cu pintura al bormo o electrostÆtica, y la base puede ser en ci mismo 
acabado a en lÆmina galvanizada. 

6. El Zdcalo de acuerdo con la reivindicacidn I y 2, esta caracterizado por poseer una 
divisiOn con una lÆmina soldada a la base dividiendo on dos areas la seccidn, creando 
dos ductos independientes para lievar circuitos de redes con aislamiento total electro-
magnØtico y fisico, y a su vez esta lâmina  central actOa como de soporte ala tapa. 

7. El Zócalo de acuerdo con la reivindicaciOn 1 y 2, estÆ caracteridado par poseer en 
forma opcional mOdulos a cajas para alojar las salidas de las diferentes redes eldctricas, 
fibra Optica, de datos o neumÆticas. 

CQc()’D 

Ing. Francisco Javier Agudelo 
CC 79’152.362 de UsaquØn 
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�Como resultado del examen de patentabilidad, realizado con fundamento en el 
artIculô 45 de la Comisión de  la Comunidad Andina, se notifica el siguiente 
concepto tØcnico: 

1. Documentos estudiados: 

Para el presente estudio se tuvo en cuenta el capitulo descnptivo comprendido 
en los folios 40-41; el nuevo caDitulo reivindicatorlo conformado por 7 clâusula 
que se encuentra en el folio 58, y los dibujos comprendidos en los folios 43 a 
45 de la solicitud en estudio. 

2. Objeto de la invención: 

El presente modelo de utilidad se refiere a un zócalo o canaleta decorativo 
para Ilevar cables elØctricos y de telecomunicaciones con la posibilidad de 
instalar las salidas o tomas, tanto elØctricos como IOgicas. 

De acuerdo con el modelo de utilidad titulado, "ZOcalo athenea", el cual se Ileva 
acabo de acuerdo con las caracteristicas reivindicadas, donde la nueva 
reivindicaciôn I dice: "ZOcalo decorativo en lÆmina ferrosa, con formado por 
tramos de hasta do 2 metros con 40 centimetros, a travØs del cual en su 
interior se pueden conducir circuitos de redes elØctricas, fibra Optica, do datos 
y neumÆticas, en forma aislada e independiente mediante una divisiOn (2, 3) 
y el cual puede ser instalado en forma modular acoplÆndose por los extremos 
para cubrir mayores distancias, o utilizar mOdulos opcionales para instalar las 
salidas de las redes, caracterizado por que cada tramo posee dos piezas 
indepondientes, una tapa y una base, que se encajan entre sly forma un ducto 
cerrado con division para alojar cables o conductores, fabricada en lemma de 
hierro acerado con dobleces a lo largo formando tramos de zOcalo y con 
acabado en pintura al homo, electrostÆtica o galvanizada, con la posibilidad de 
tener en forma opcional cada tramo Ca]OS y mOdulos fabricados en lamina do 
hierro acerado 0 plÆstico con huecos de las dimensiones de las salidas 
elØctricas, fibra Optica, do datos o neumÆticas" 

El objeto de la invenciOn definido anteriormente se clasificO de acuerdo con el 
IPC as!: H02G 3/04. 



3. Claridad de la Solicitud: 

� El articulo 30 de la DecisiOn 486 dispone quo "Las reivindicaciones definirØn 
Ia materia que so desea proteger mediante Ia patente. Debe ser cIarv 
concisas y estar enterarnente sustontadas por la descrlpciOn. 

Las reivindicaciones podrÆn ser independientes o dopendientes. Una 
reivindicaciOn serÆ independiente cuando defina Ia materia quo se desea 
proteger sin referenda a otra reivindicación anterior. Una reivindicación serØ 
dependiente cuando defina la materia que se desea proteger refiriØndose 
a una reivindicaciOn anterior. Una reivindicaciOn a dos o mas 
reivindicaciones anteriores se considerarÆ una reivindicación dependionte 
multiple." 

- El nuevo capitulo reivindicatorio continua presentado defectos de forma, 
la nueva reivindicaciOn I es demasiada general y no presenta en forma 
concisa lo nuevo pue se estÆ aDortando a la tecnologia, ni define las 
caracterIsticas ciue 10 hacen diferente de lo va existente. Las 
reivindicaciones deben definir tØcnicamente la forma, la disposiciOn, 
ubicaciOn, constituciOn de cada una de las partes y como se acoplan 
entre si para conformar el zOcalo que Ia haqan diferente de los ya 
existentes. 

Las reivindicaciones no deben definir (caracterizar) el zOcalo por los 
efectos que produzca a sabre las clases de materiales sabre los cuales 
actüa, dentro del capitulo reivindicatorio no se aceptan ventajas, 
funcionamiento a usos, dentro de ØI solo se debe establecer las 
caracterIsticas propias de constituciôn del zOcalo. 

Siempreque
 se hable de caracterIsticas tØcnicas se deben definir de 

manera precisa (cuantificarlas, definir la forma, la disposicion, ubicaciOn, 
constituciOn de cada una de las partes y coma se acoplan entre si), de 
modo que se pueda determinar en las reivindicaciones el alcance de la 
protecciOn. 

Se sugiere al solicitante presentar una clÆusula principal quo defina de 
manera clara y precisa lo que desea proteger con clÆusulas seguidas que 
particularicen a amplien el objeto a proteger, teniendo en cuenta las 
observaciones anteriores y las recomendaciones presentadas en el 
concepto anterior. 

4. Determinación del estado de la tØcnica: 

El artIculo 16 de la decisiOn 486 de la comisiOn de la Comunidad Andina que 
establece que "El estado de Ia tØcnica comprenderÆ todo /0 quo haya sido 
accesible al pubilco por una descripción escrita u oral, utillzaciOn, 
comerciallzación o cualquier otro medio antes do la fec/ia do presentaciOn do 
la solicitud de patente o, en su caso, de la prior/dad reconocida. 

Solo para el efecto do Ia determinaciOn do Ia novedad, tambiØn se considerarÆ 
dentro del estado do Ia tØcnica, el contenido de una sol/citud de patente en 
trÆm/te ante la oficina nacional competente, cuya fec/ia de presentación o do 
prioridad fueso anterior a Ia fec/ia do presentaciOn o do prior/dad de Ia solicitud 
de patente quo so estuviese examinando, siempre que dicho contenido estØ 
incluido en Ia solicitud de fec/ia anterior cuando ella se publique a hubiese 



transcurrido al plazo pre vista en el articulo 40" 

Consultadas las bases de datos y los archivos con que cuenta la entidad se 
encontrO que antes del 01 de marzo de 2001, fecha de radicaciOn de Ia 
solicitud en estudlo, dos documentos relacionados con la materia de la 
presente solicitud: 

NO Documento ! Titulo Fecha de 
publicación 

Dl US 3.786.171 INTEEGRAL HINGED WIRING RACEWAY 15-01-1974 

D2 EPO 384 486 KABELKANAL 29-08-90 

5. Evaluación de los requisitos de patentabilidad: 

El articulo 85 de la DecisiOn 486 de la ComisiOn de la Comunidad Andina 
establece que "Son aplicablos a las patentes do modelo de utilidad, las 

. disposiciones sobre patentes do invenciOn contenidas en ía presente  decisiOn 
en Ia que fuere pertinente, salvo en ía dispuesto con relaciOn a los plazas de 
tremitaciOn, los cuales se reducirÆn a Ia mitad. Sin perjuicia de Ia anterior, el 
plaza establecido on el articulo 40 quedara reducido a doce meses" 

En cumplimiento del articulo 85 de la Decision 486, se procedlO a evaluar el 
cumplimiento de los requisitos, con elfin de establecer la patentabilidad del 
modelo de utilidad reivindicado en la solicitud en estudio. 

EvaluaciOn de la novedad: 

� El articulo 16 de la  decisiOn 486 de la comisiOn de Ia Comunidad Andina que 
establece que "El estado de la tØcnica comprenderÆ todo /0 que haya s/do 
accesible al publico par una descripciOn escrita u oral, utiliza c/On, 
comerciallzaciOn o cualquier otro medlo antes de la fecha do presentaciOn do 
ía solicitud do patente a, en su caso, de la prioridad reconocida. 

Solo para ol efeclo do la determinaciOn do la novedad, tambiØn se cons!dorarÆ 
dentro del estado de la tØcnica, el contenido do una solicitud do patente en 
trÆmite ante la oficina nacional competente, cuya fecha de presenta c/On o de 
prioridad fuese anterior a la fecha de presentaciOn o de prioridad de Ia solicitud 
de patente que se estuviese examinando, siempre qua dicho contenido estO 
inc/u/do en la sol/citud de fecha anterior cuando al/a se publique o hubiese 
transcurrido ai plazo previsto en el articulo 40’ 

El presente modelo de utilidad, se lleva acabo de acuerdo con las 
caracteristicas reivindicadas, donde Ia reivindicaciOn I dice: "ZOcalo docorativo 
on lªmina ferrasa, con formado por tramos do hasta de 2 metros con 40 
centImetros, a travØs del cual on su interior so pueden conducir circuitos de 
redes elØctr/cas, f/bra Opt/ca, de datos y neumÆficas, en forma a/s/ada e 
independionte med/ante una divisiOn (2, 3) y el cual puede ser insta/ado on 
forma modular acoplândose por los extremos para cubrir mayores distancias, 
o ut//izar mOdu/os opciona/es para instalar las salidas do las i-odes, 
caracterizada por que cada tramo posee dos p/ezas indopendientes, una tapa 
y una base, quo se encajan entre si y forma un ducto cerrado con division para 
alojar cables o conductores, fabricada en /Æmina de hierro acerado con 
dobIeces a /0 largo formando ti-amos de zOcalo y con acabado en pintura a! 
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cables, ya sean elØctricos o cualquier tipo de cables, que comprende 
dos piezas independientes, una tapa y una base, que se encajan entre 
si y forman un ducto cerrado para alojar cable o conductores (ver figuras 
de los documentos DI y D2). La lamina con que se fabrica el zOcalo 
presenta dobleces a Jo largo y cavidades para alojar los cables. 

4) Realizada la comparacion de los documentos DI y D2 con el presente 
modelo de utilidad, se observa que dichos documentos contienen las 
caracteristicas de la reivindicaciOn I del modelo de utilidad en estudio; por 
lo tanto, el objeto de la solicitud en estudlo Dodria ser idØntico a Jo 
comprendido en el estado de la tØcnica, con lo cual quedaria desvirtuada 
la novedad de esta. 

Cabe aclarar al solicitante que el examen de novedad se efectüa 
comparando elemento por elemento de la invención tal coma es definido 
por las reMndicaciones con los del estado de la tØcnica. No hay pue olvidar 
pue el tenor de las reivindicaciones es el ciue determina el alcance de la 
protección conferida nor la patente (art. 51). Por ello, al analizar ía novedad 
se deben interłretar las reivindica clones tomando el sentido mas amp/id do 
las definiciones empleadas. 

En conclusiOn, los requisitos de patentabilidad de la presente solicitud se 
podrlan ver afectados asi: 

No DocUmento Reivindicaciones 
afectadas 

Requisito que afecta 

Dl US 3.786.171 1,34 Novedad 

D2 EP 0384486 j 1,34 Novedad 

En cumplimiento del articulo 45 de la DecisiOn 486 de la ComisiOn de la 
Comunidad Andina, se le indica que debe dar respuesta dentro del tØrmino de 
treinta dias contados a partir de la fecha de la notificaciôn de la presente 
comunicaciOn. En caso de no dar respuesta al presente requerimiento o si a pesar 
de Ia respuesta subsistieran los impedimentos para la concesiOn, se denegarÆ la 
patente. 

NotifIquese el presente oficio conforme a lo dispuesto en el numeral 5.2, literal e), 
del capitulo quintp del titulo primero de la Circular Unica No 10 de 2001. 

ALIX CESPJDES DE VERGEL. 
Jefe de la ,bivisiOn de Nuevas Creaciones 

El Æhterior requelimiento fue notificado por fijaciOn en lista, de 
fecha__ 

CONCEPTO TECNICO EXAMINADOR TECNICO 
Nümero: 1108 C6digo:202018 
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[571 .. ABSTRACT 

A surface mounting electrical wiring raceway having a 
back member adapted to be mounted on a wall, and a 
front cover. The front cover is hingeably connected to 
the back member adjacent to one. lateral edge thereof, 
and releaseably coupled to the back member adjacent 
to the opposite lateral edge. The raceway is of single 
unit construction and. requires no alignment if in-
stalled adjacent to a floor or ceiling. 

7 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures 
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I. 

3,786,171 
1 2 �0 

INTEGRAL HINGED WIRING RACEWAY ASTM-D-785). The flexible bead member 14 is 

This invention relates to a surface mounted electrical 
typically made from a flexible (plasticised) PVC sold 
by BF Goodrich Canada Limited under its no. .viring raceway for buildings, and more particularly to "Geon 136510." This material has a Durorneter a raceway for enclosing wires. which run between alec- 5 hardness of 65. Other types of PVC may also be trical outlets, used, and in fact suitable plastics ’other than PVC may Electrical wiring ’raceways which may be mounted on be used, but PVC is preferred since it is widely ac-the surface of a wall are well known. These raceways cepted for electrical use. 

are usually made of plastic and may be extruded to.--;Fhi 
-- 

__- lCare pieifiiribly all ex-form a decorative shape. Prior art raceways have the10  
disadvantage that they usually have a number of parts truded together, through a single .Orifice, by the process 

which must be cut to size, assembled, and aligned with commercially known as dual durometer extrusion. In 

each other and with the wall, ceiling or floor on which this process separate feeds are used to feed the rigid 

the raceway is mounted. This procedure can be time and flexible molten PVC to the orifice, and the two ma-

consuming and costly, particularly in view of the high 15 
terials meld together during the molding and emerge as 

present cost of labour. a single integral unit. Although the three members 10, 
It is an object of the present invention to provide a 12, 14 are shown in the drawing as discrete units sepa-

one-piece hinged wiring raceway. It is another object of rated by lines, such lines are almost indetectable in the 
this Invention to provide a raceway which requires no finished raceway since the three parts are integrally 
alignment on installation if the raceway is installed ad-fused 

20 
together. In order to provide a substantial area of 

jacent to a floor or ceiling. adhesion between the bead member 14 and the mem-
Further objects and advantages df the invention will bers 10, 12, the edges of the ’members 10, 12 that are 

appear from the following disclosure, taken together sealed to the bead member are bevelled as indicated at 
with the accompanying drawings, in which; tOn, 12a. 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an electrical wiring 25 The raceway is mounted by securing the back mem-
raceway according to the present invention showing bar 10 to the wall 4 or to any surface on which the race-
the raceway installed on a wall adjacent to a floor and way is to be mounted. The attachment can be’ by any 
in a closed condition; convenient means, such as screws, nails, staples, or ad-

FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing the raceway of hesive. In FIG. 1, the raceway 2 is shown in  its closed 
FIG. 1 in an open condition; ’ ’ ’ 30 configuration, and in FIG. 2 the raceway is shown as 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an end cap for the open with screws 15 holding it to the wall. When the 
raceway of FIGS. I and 2; raceway 2 is, in its open configuration, wires maybe re-

FIG. 4 is a sectional view showing the end cap in posi- moved, added, or repaired as desired. 
tion on the raceway of FIGS, 1 and 2; The parts of the ra way will now be described in 

FIG. S is a perspective view showing how part of the 35 more detail. Firstly, it will be seen that the front cover 
raceway cover is cut away to receive the end cap of 12 includes a generally flat face member 16 and a 
FIG. 3; 

FIG. 6 is a perspective view showing a corner mem- 
rounded lateral flange member 18 joined thereto. The 
flange member 18 includes a longitudinal upwardly 

bor for the raceway of FIGS. I and 2; and sloping tapered flange 20 and a longitudinal web 21 ad-
FIG. 7 is,a sectional view showing typical dimensions 40 jacent to the flange 20. The tip of the flange 20’ is for the raceway. ’ . 
Reference is first made to FIGS. 1 and 2, which show 

formed by a strip of flexible material 22 of the same 

a section of electrical wiring raceway generally ifldi- 
composition as bead member 14, so as to form a good 
seal against a surface on which the raceway is mounted.. càted at 2. The raceway. 2 is shown attached to a wall 

4 floor 6, in 
The strip 22 is dual extruded with the rest of the, race-and adjacent to a the position normally oc- 45 way and hence forms an integral part of the  cover 12. cupied by a base board. Raceway 2 is shown to extend 

an end wall 7, but the raceway may extend from frommainder’of 
Again, the abutting edges of the, strip 22, and the re-

an electrical outlet box ’or other source of electrical the cover 12 may be bevelled, as indicated 

wiring as desired. Electrical wires are shown in dotted at 12b (FIG. 5). 

lines at S as running along the inside of the raceway 2. so "The back member 10 includes a back portion 23 hay-
Typically, when the raceway 2.extOnds from an electri- lug a flat rear surface 24, a front surface 26, a bottom 
cal outlet box, it will abUt against the side of the outlet longitudinal edge 28 and a top longitudinal edge 30. 
box, and the wires S will enter the outlet box. through The rear surface 24 overlies the wall or other surface 
its side. ’ along which it is desired to run electrical wires, while 

Raceway 2 includes a’ back member 10, a front cover 55 the bottom edge 28 normally rests against the floor, 
12, and a flexible bead member 14 which connects the thus aligning the raceway accurately with the floor. The 
back member 10 to the front cover 12. The back mem- back member 10 further includes a longitudinal lip 32 
bet 10 and front cover 12 are preferably made from ex- which extends forwardly from the front surface 26 ad-
truded relatively rigid plastic. The bead member 14 is jacent to the top edge 30. The lip 32 carries a retaining 
preferably extruded from highly flexible plastic, and 60 member 34 which extends upwardly from the forward 
the three members are joined by any desired means. edge of the lip 32, in a plane, parallel to that of the back 

Typically the back member 10 and front cover 12 are portion 23.. WhCn.the back member 10 is mounted on 
made from rigid polyvinyl chloride (PVC) sold by BF the wall 4, thC retaining member 34 defines with the 
Goodrich Canada Limited under its no. "Geon wall an upwardly opening channel 36 adjacent the top 
8700A". This is a iiFaei gIdV ufŁIi 65 edge 30..A longitudinal curved guide strip 38 is con-
sess some flexibility, for a purpose to be explained. nected to the top of the retaining member 34 and 
Its Rockwell Hardness, "R’ is 107K and its Duro- slopes forwardly and downwardly toward the front 
meter Hardness "13" is 78–3 (both according to cover 12. 
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The back member 10 further includes a longitudinal 
foot 40 spaced above and parallel to the bottom edge 
28 and projecting forwardly and horizontally from the 
front surface 26. The foot 40 is spaced from the bottom 
edge 28 by a sufficient distance to allow an end cap or 
corner member to be inserted thereunder, as will be de-
scribed presently. 

The foot 40 includes a downwardly stepped portion 
42 which defines with the bottom part of the front sur-
face 26 a downwardly opening channel 44. The chan-
nel 44 is used to accommodate the bottom flange of an 
end or corner cap, as will be described presently. 

As indicated, the front cover 12 pivots about the lon-
gitudinal axis of the flexible bead member 14. When it 
is desired to close the raceway 2, the front cover 12 is 
pivoted towards the back member 10 until the web 21 
comes into, contact with the guide strip 38. As the front 
cover 12 is forced to pivot closer to the back member 
10, the front cover 12 deflects elastically allowing the 
web 21 to travel over guide strip 38, until web’21 snaps 
into channel 36. At this point, the front cover 12 is cou-
pled to the back member 10 so that the raceway 2 will 
hold wires 8 in position. It should be noted that when 
the raceway 2 is in this closed configuration, the flexi-
ble strip 22 of flange 20 presses lightly against the wall 
4 to provide a neat appearance for the raceway 2, and 
also to prevent dirt from entering raceway 2. 

To open the raceway 2 to gain access to the wiring 
therein, it is only necessary to deflect the flange mem-
ber 18 away from the back member 10. This removes 
web 21 from channel 36 allowing the front cover 12 to 
be uncoupled and pivoted away from the back member 
10. 

In some cases the raceway may be used to carry both 
power and communication (e.g. telephone) wires, and 
such wires should be spaced apart to prevent electrical 
coupling between them. For this purpose the raceway 
2 is provided with a pair of optional flanges 46 which 
are spaced apart vertically and which extend forwardly 
from the back portion 23. Power wires can be stapled 
between the flanges 46 and communication wires can 
be secured above or below the flanges 46, or vice versa, 
to ensure proper separation of the two types of wires. 

It will be appreciated that means other than the web 
21 and channel 36 may be used for connecting the 
front cover 12 to the back member 10. Any suitable re-
leaseable coupling means could be used which would 
allow the front cover 12 to be uncoupled and pivoted 
away from back member 10. However, the web 21 and 
channel 36 connecting means is preferred because it is 
very simple. 

Although only a short section of raceway 2 is shown 
in FIGS. 1 to 3, the extruded construction permits the 
raceway 2 to be made in a desired length. If desired, the 
plastic forming the front cover 12 could be coloured in 
order to eliminate the need to paint the raceway. Also, 
the profile of the front cover 12 may be easily changed 
if it is desired to make the raceway 12 resemble a more 
decorative moulding. 

If the raceway is to terminate in the middle of a wall 
or other surface, then an end cap becomes necessary, 
and a suitable end cap is shown at 50 in FIG. 3. The end 
cap is simply a generally C-shaped member, having a 
face portion 52 and inwardly extending top and bottom 
portions 54, 56. flanges 58, 60 project downwardly 
and upwardly respectively from the inner edges of the 

top and bottom portions 54, 56, and an end plate 62 
closes one end of the end cap. 

The end cap SO is typically molded as a one-piece 
plastic (PVC) unit and is made of size such that it will 

5 fit over the closed raceway 2 with the flange 60 of the 
end cap projecting upwardly into the channel 44 and 
seated against the foot 40 (FIG. 4). The top flange 58 
of the end cap must fit into the channel 36 at the top 
of the raceway and for this purpose those parts of the 

10 web 21 and flange 20 which would interfere with the 
flange 60 are removed. To facilitate such removal, the 
cover 12 is grooved at 64, on the inside surface of the 
rounded flange 18 just where the latter meets the web 
21, so that the required portion of the web 21 and 

15 flange 20 can be removed. The groove 64 is preferably 
formed during extrusion of the cover 12. FIG, S shows 
the cover 12 with an appropriate portion of the web 21 
and flange 20 removed. 

Where the raceway extends around corners, corner 
20 members 70 (FIG. 6) are used. The corner members 

are identical with the end caps 50, except that they are 
L-shaped to extend around corners and they lack the 
end plates 62 which close the end caps. Primed refer-
ence numerals are therefore used in PIG. 6 to indicate 

25 parts corresponding with those of FIGS. 3 and 4. 
Typical dimensions for the preferred embodiment of 

the raceway are given in FIG. 7. All wall thickitesses in 
FIG. 7 are 0.045 inches, and all dimensions shown in 
the drawing are inches. It will be noted that the upper 

30 channel 36 is kept very narrow (typically .125 inches) 
to facilitate sealing it against dust and dirt, while the 
lower channel 44 is quite wide (typically .430 inches) 
so that the bottom of the end caps and corner members. 
will require less material. 

35 What I claim is: 
1. A surface mounted hinged wiring raceway com-

prising: 
an elongated back member including: 

1 an elongated thin back portion having a fiat back 40 surface adapted to be mounted against a wall, a 
front surface, and first and second opposed longi-
tudinal edges, said first longitudinal edge being 
adapted to abut against a surface transverse to 

45 
said wall thus to align said raceway with such sur-
face, 

2 an elongated longitudinal lip extending forwardly 
from said front surface adjacent said second lon-
gitudinal edge, 

50 
3 an elongated retaining portion extending from 

said lip in a direction away from said first edge 
and located in a plane substantially parallel to 
that of said back surface, said retaining portion 
being spaced forwardly of. said rear surface of 

55 said back member whereby to define with said 
wall against which said back surface lies 

a longi-
tudinal first channel opening in a direction away 
from said first edge, said retaining portion having 
an edge remote from said lip and having at such 

60 edge a longitudinal guide portion sloping in a di-
rection forwardly and towards said first edge, 

4 a longitudinal foot extending forwardly from said 
front surface of said back portion, said foot being 
spaced from said first edge towards said second 

65 edge by a predetermined distance, said foot hav-
ing a longitudinal stepped portion spaced for-
wardly of said front surface, said stepped portion 
defining with said front surface a longitudinal 

. M4 
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second channel ope*ungm a direction away from 2. A raceway according to claim I wherein said back 
said second edge, said stepped portion including member and said front cover are formed of rigid polyvi, 
a second longitudinal up extending forwardly, nyl chloride and said bead member is formed of flexible 
from said channel, polyvinyl chloride, said back member, front cover and 

b an elongated front cover having a first longitudinal bead member all being extruded together. 
edge,. . �. .. . . �. 3. A.raceway according to claim 2 wherein said front 

c an elongated flexible bead member seated perma- cover has an elongated groove in its inner surface, said 
neatly to said second longitudinal lip and to said groove being located adjacent said web and located on 
flint longitudinal edge of said front cover so that the side of said web towards said first edge of said front 
said front cover and said beck member form a sin- 

to 

cover, whereby to facilitate removal of a portion of said 
gle integral unit and so that said front cover may web to allow placement of an end cap or corner mem-
pivot relative to said back member about said bead ber over said front over. 
member, 4 A raceway according to claim 3 wherein said pre-

d said front cover including an elongated web portion determined distance is substantially 025 Inches. 
extending In a direction towards said first edge of Ij,, S A raceway accordzn* to claim I wherein the edge 
said front cover, said web portion being adapted to of said elongated flange Is formed of a flexible material 
slide over said guide portion at said back member sealed permanently to the remainder of said front 
and to snap into said first channel when said cover cover, whereby said elongated flange may yield as It 
is pivoted about said bead member to carry said presses against said wall 
web portion towards said guide portion 6 A raceway according to claim I wherein the width 

o said front cover including an elongated tapered of said second channel in a front to rear direction is 
flange protruduig beyond said web member and substantially greater than that of said first channel 
sloping in a direction away from said first edge of 7 A raceway according to claim I and including a 
said front cover, said elongated tapered flange pair, of spaced flange eiembets projecting forwardly 
being adapted to press against said wall witen said 25 from said front surface of said back portion and form 
cover is closed whereby to seal said first channel mg separating means for wires in said raceway 
against entry of dust and dirt .t.eln * C 

* * * . 
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