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RAMIRO CASTRO DUQUE, vecino de Bogotd, portador de la tarjeta
profesional No. 1003, obrando como apoderado de la sociedad KIMBERLY
- CLARK WORLDWIDE, INC., segun lo acredita el documento de poder
protocolizado en esa Divisién bajo el niimero 17397, me permito:

1. Presentar Opinion Escrita, Forma PCT/IPEA/408, junto con su
correspondiente traduccion al castellano.

De la seiiora jefe atentamente,

C.C. No. 170.322 de Bogota
Caodigo 340
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From the )
INTSRNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY

Txﬁmmv-c:m WORLDWIDE, INC. PCT

WRITTEN OPINION
(PCT Rule 66)
?n: of Mailing ns MAY mﬁr
Applicant’s o agent's file reference REPLY DUE
17725.10
Intermazional application Ng- Imermational fillng dete (day/mondhiyear)
PCT/US02/16994 31 May 2002 (31.05.2002) v 08 June 2001 (08.06.200 i\/

International Patent Classification (IFC) or both national classification and IPC
IPC(7): AG1F 13/15, 13720 and US Cl.: 604/385.17

Applicant
KIMBERLY-CLARK WORLDWIDE, INC.

1.  This written opinion is the first _(first, etc,) drawn by this Imcruationat Preliminary Examining Authority.
2.  ‘This opinion contains indicationa relating to the following itema:

1 [X] Basis of the opinion
n [] priody
m D Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability
v l-__j Lack of untty of invention
v Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2 (s)il) with regard to novelty, inventive step or indusirial applicability;
cltations and explanations supporting such statement
VI E] Certaln documents cited
vl E Certain defects in the international spplication
Vil D Certain obwervations on the international application

For the form and di: language of the amendmenta, see Rules 66.8 and 65.9.

Albso For an additional opportunity to submit amendments, sce Rule 66.4.
mnmwldwmmmmuwmmm.umﬁ4m
Fnrnmfnmnlcnmmunmonmﬂuhunnmu.uekuleﬁﬁ

mnmmwmu|Mm| prellmlllry
examination report must be established according to Rule 69,

Name and mailing address of the IPRA/US
Mall Swp PCT, Atn: IPEA/US
Commissioper for Patents
P.0. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 223131450

Pacsimile No. (703) 305-3230

4,

Telephone No. (703) 308-0858 -

How? By submitting a written reply, accompanied, where appropriste, by amendments, accanding to Rule 66.3.

Form PCT/IPBA/408 (cover sheet)Tuly 1998) 7
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. Imervational application No.
. WRITTEN OPINION Z
. . PCT/US02/ 16954
1. Basis of the opinion
1. With regand to the elementy of the iaternations] application: *
B4 the international application as originally filed
D4 the description:
pages 1-29 . 8 originally filed
pages NONE , filed with the demand
pages NONE , filed with the letter of
@ the claims:
pages 30-35 , 28 originally filed
pages NONE , 8 amended (together with any statement) under Article 19
pages NONE s filed with the demand
pages NONE , filed with the letter of
DJ the drawings:
pages 1-38 , 85 originally filed
pages NONE » filed with the demand
pages NONE , filed with the letter of
D the sequence listing par of the description:
pages NONE o b8 originally filed
pages NONE » filed with the demand
‘ pages NONE s flled with the letter of

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fumished to this Authority in the
language in which the international application was filed, unleas otherwise indicated under this item.
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is:
D the language of a transiation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule23. 1(b)).
[] the 1anguage of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b).
[] the tanguage of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination(under Rules
55.2 and/er 55.3).
3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acld sequence disclosed in the international application, the written
opinion was drawn on the basis of the sequence listing:
[] contained in the international application in printed form.
[] filed together with the international application in computer readable form.
[ ] furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form.
[[] furnished subsequerntly to this Authority in computer readable farm.
[ ] The statement that the subsequently farnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the
interpational application ay filed has been furnished.
[ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing
has been furnished,
4. [X] The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of:

D  the description, pages NONE
the claims, Nos. NONE
the drawings, shectsigNONE_
5. [] This opinion has been drawn as If (same of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response io an inviration under Article 14 are referred o in
this opinion as “originally filed. ”

Form PCT/IPEA/408 (Box ) (July 1998)
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i ronal sooliceti
PCT/US02/16994

V. Reusoned statement under Rule 66.2(a){l) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicabllity;

cltations and explanstions supporting such statement

1. STATEMENT
Novelty (N)

Inventive Step (IS)

Industrial Applicability (IA)

Claime 23 and 26 YES
Claims 1-22, 24, 25, 2741 NO
Claims NONE YES
Claims 141 NO
Claims 141 YES
Claims NONE _ NO

2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS
Please See Congtimution Sheet

Form PCT/IPEA/408 (Box V) (July 1998)
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. WRITTEN OPINION PCT/USOY/ 16994

. | ‘ Internatinns] application No. \{\

V. Certain defects in the internatlonal application

The following defecis in the form or contents of the intemational application have been noted:

The description is objected to a5 contaiming the following defect(s) under PCT Rule §6.2(a)Xiil) in the form or contents
thereof: on page 1, line 2, “claims priority from® should be —claims the benefit of—. On page 2, Yines 11 and 13, reference o the
inventory should be avoided. On page 8, line 3, afier “z-axis™, —Z-Z~ shonld be inserted, The use of the trademark
KOTEX(R)Xpage 12, line 27 and page 13, lines 9 and 27) has been ooted in this application. It should be caplalized wherever it
sppears and be accompanied by the generic terminology. Although the use of trademarks is permissibie in patent applications, the
proprietary mture of the marks should be respected and every effort made 1o prevent their use in any manner which might adversely
affect their validity as trademarks. Tredemarks should be shown either in all capitel ictters or with a trademark symbol but not both.

Chiims 1-41 are objected to under PCT Rule 66.2(a)(iii) ax containing the following defect(s) in the form or contents thereof: in claim
i, line 2, “the vestibule™ should be —a vestibule—. Also on the second to last line, “s finger™ should be —the finger—, ,In claim 2,
line 4, “2 principal™ should be —-the principai—. In regard to claim 5, and claim 7, third line and third to [ast line, respectively, “thet
allows™ should be — adapted to allow—. Inclalm 11, line 4, "2 principal™ should be ~the principsi—. In claim 12, “sheorbem article
further compriscs™ should be —principle axls comprises one of—. In regard to claim 13, second o Iast line, after “of ™, insert —said—-
. Inclaim 27, line 2, “the vestibule™ should be —a vestibule—. In claim 28, line 3, "an" should be —the—. In regard to claim 39,
line 2, “a” shouid be —the—. In claims 32, 34 and 36, “engages™ should be: -is adapted to engage—.

°

Form PCT/PEA/408 (Box VID Ouly 1998)




. Tatermationsl appiication No,
WRITFEN OPINION PCT/US02/ 1655 ‘-x\

\

The time limit set for response to a Writien Opinion may not be extended. 37 CFR 1.484(d). Any respomse received after the
expiration of the time limit set in the Written Opinion will not be considered in preparing the Inernational Predimimary Examination
Report.

J  Supplemental Bax
(To be used whexn the space in any of the preceding boxes ia not sufficient)

VY. 2. Qtationy and Explanations:
Plesse See Contimmtion Sheet
Claims 1-3 and 5-8 Iack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by ROSENBLUTH *208.

With regard 1o claims 1, 3 and 6, see Figures, i.c. the absorbent article is 10 and comprises an absorbent 22 or 80, see col.
5, lines 1-6, the absorbent article js configured for disposition within the vestibule, see, e.g. the abstract, first sentence and Figure 5,
and has a lower surface which is adaptable to define a finger receiving arca, see ciement 32 or 74, of dimensions sufficient to at least
temporarily receive at least a portion of a finger in a manner that allows at least the portion of the finger to be positioned substantially
paralle 1o a principal axis of the article, sce, £.5. Figure 22. It should be noted that in claim 1, the axis could be cither the
longitudinal or transverse axis. This also applies 10 claims 2 and 3. With regard to claims 2-3 and §, both the clement 32 and 74
include a strip of material as claimed. With regard to claims 7-8, at least element 74 includes the claimed structure, see Figure 22,

Claims 1-4, 6 and 9-10 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by SCHLANGEN '282.

With regard to claims 1, 3 and 6, sce Pigures, i.c. the absorbent article 1s 100 and comprises an absorbent 16, see col. 3,
lines 9-10, the absorbent article is configured for disposition within the vestibule, see, e.5. col. 3, lines 21-33, and has a lower mface

which is adaptable to define a finger receiving area, see clement 36, of dimensions sufficient to at least temporarily receive at least a
q portion of a finger in a manner that allows at least the portion of the finger to be positioned substantially parallel to a principal axis of
the article, see, ¢.g. Figures, It should be noted that in claim 1, the axis could be either the longitxlinal or transverse axis. This also
spplies to claims 2 and 3. With regard to claims 2-4, the element 36 includes a strip of material as clalmed. With regard to claims 7-
8, element 36 includes the claimed structure, see Figures, and note the claims do not require a closed transverse end.

Claima }-3, 6, 11-12, 27 and 40-4] lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) ay being anticipated by OSBORN PCT '610.

With regard (o clsims 1, 3, 6, 12 and 27, see Figures 14, i.e. the absorbent article is 20 and comprises an absorbent 44, a
liquid impermeable lower surface 38, and a liquid permeable upper surface 42, see page 7, second full paragraph, the sbsorbent
article is configured for disposition within the vestibule, see, e.g. page 6, line 2-page 7, line 5. With regard to claims 1, 3, 6, and 12,
the lower surface is adaptable to define a finger receiving ares, see clement 52 and page 17, iast three paragraphs, especially page 17,
last sentence, of dimensions sufficient to at least temporarily receive at Jeast a portion of a finger in a manney that allows at least the
portion of the finger to be positioned substantially parallel to a principal axis of the anicle, see, ¢.8. Pigure 4 which shows the finger
substantially parallel to the 2-axis. It should be noted that in claim 1, the axis could be the longimdinal, transverse or z-axis. Note
also claima 2, 3, 11-12. It is further noted with respect to claimas 2-3 and 11-12 that the principal axis claimed in these claims and that
in claim 1 does not have to be the same. With regand to claims 2-3, element 52 therefor includes a strip of material a8 claimed, sce
Figures. It Is further noted that claims 2 and 12 do not specify how the ends relate to the width and length, i.e. could be opposite
longinadinal ends or opposite trangverse ends. With regard to claims 11-12, see Figure 4 and page 18, first full paragraph, i.c. a

Form PCT/IPEA/408 (Supplemental Box) (July 1998)
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Supplementnl Box
(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient)

recent is formed by folding the article along the principle longitudinal axis with identical halves on each side thereaf. With regard to
claims 27, 40 and 41, clement 52 is the engagememnt element and is a protrusion of sufficlent dimensions to engage a distal portion of a
finger, sce Figures.

Claims 1, and 11-19 Iack noveity under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by LASSEN et al '062.

With regard W claims, see definitions supra, see Figures 1-12, i.e. the absorbent article is 30 and comprises an absorbent
74, a liquid iImpermesble lower surfice 70, and 1 liquid permesble upper surface 80, see col. 18, line 8-col. 19, line 38, a principl
longitudinal axis along which the article is folded, sce Figurea, eapecially Figure 11 and col. 12, lines 1-26, discrete points of juncture
in the center and end regions, see especially Figure 3 and col. 6, lines 46-53 and col. 12, linea 27-66(Note the specific dimensions of
each reglon with respect to the overall anticle have not been set forth) and a recess, below and adjacent points 72, sec especially
Figures 8 and 9. The absorbent article 30 is configured for disposition within the vestibule, see col. 1, lines 18-22, col. 6, lines 17-
20, col, 9, lines 20-59 and col. 11, lines 14-35. Claims 1, and 13 set forth the lower surface being adaptable to define a finger
receiving area of dimensions sufficient 10 at least temporarily receive at least a portion of a finger in 2 manner that allows st least the
portion of the finger to be positioned substantially parallel w a principal axis of the article, specifically the distal portion of the finger
and the principal longitudinal axis, i.e. properties, functions and capabilities of the lower murface. See the portions of Lassen et al
cited supra, i.c. Lassen includes all the claimed structure. Therefore there is sufficient factual evidence for one to conclude that the
properties, capabilities and function of such claimed structure are also inhtrent in the same structure of Lassen. It should be noted
that in claim 1, the axis could be the longitndinal, transverse or z-axis. Note also claima 11-12. It is further noted with respect 10
claims 11-12 that the principal axis claimed in these claims and that in claim 1 does not have to be the same. With regard to clalms 16
and 19, see col. 12, Jines 61-63.

Claims 1, 11-15, 17-18, 20-22 and 24-23 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipaned by JOHNSON et al "392.

With regard 10 claims, see definitions supra, see Figures 1-3, i.e. the absorbent article is 1 and comprises an sbsorbent 6, a
liquid impermeabie lower surface 6, and a liquid permeable upper surface 70, see col. 2, lines 31-36, a principal longitudinal axis 2
along which the article Is folded, see Figure 2, and col. 2, lines 36-41, discrete points of juncture 4 in the center and end regiom, see
also col. 2, lines 44-48{Note the specific dimensions of each region with respect to the ovenll article have not been set forth) and a
recess, between points 4, see especially Figures 2-3. The abgorbent article 1 is configured for disposition within the vestibule, see
col. 1, lines 1-3 and 33-34. The lower surfuce is adaptable to define a finger recelving arca, see col. 2, lines 9-19, of dimensions
sufficlent to at least temporarily receive at Jeast a portion of a finger in a manner that allows at least the portion of the finger to be
positioned substantially parallel to a principal axis of the article, ace, e.g. Figure 3 which shows the longiuxinal axis of the finger
substantially paralle] to the z-axis. It shoald be noted that in claim 1, the axis could be the longitudinal, transverse or z-axis. Nowe
also claims 11-12. It is further noted with respect 10 claims 11-12 that the principal axis claimed in these claims and that in clalm 1
does not have to be the sume. In regand o claim 13, it should be noted that the claim does not require the loogitudinal axis of the
discal portion of the finger being parallel to the principal kongitudios] axis, i.e. the transverse axis of the distal portion is paralle to the
principal longitudinal axis. In regard to claim 20, although Ighnson desigaates the principal axis 2 as being a longitudinal axis of the
device, see Figure 1, i.c. the axia 2 is transversely oriented as would the fold formed therealong.

Claims 16, 19, 23 and 26 lack an invertive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious aver JOHNSON et al '392 in view of
LASSEN et al "082.

The claims reguire a cootinuous point of juncture rather than a discrete point a5 shown by Johnson et al. Sec Lassen et al,
col. 12, lines 61-63. To make the discrete point of juncture of Johnson & ¢ontinuous point of juncture would not involve an Investive
step In view of the interchangeahbility as tanght by Lassen et al.

Claims 27-28 and 37-39 lack moveity under PCT Article 33(2) as being amticipated by DENKINGER '372 or JOHNSON et ol '352,

With respect to Denkinger, the device comprises an absorbent, see col. 3, lines 3-5, and an engagement element on the
lower surface which 15 a mechanical element which is an indentation having dimensions sufficient to engage at least a distal portion of
the finger, see the Figures and co), 2, lincs 48-50. With regard to Johnson ct al, the device comprises an absorbent 6 and an
engagement elemery on the lower surface which is a mechanical element which Is an indentation having dimensions sufficient to
engage at least a distal portion of the finger, see the Figures between elements 4. With regard to the functions, properties and
capabilitics set forth in claim 27, i.e. "being configured...wesrer”, “engaging ... article®, claim 28, i.e. "substantially ...article®, see
abstract, Figures, col. 1, lines 6-9, 44-49 and 58-60, and col. 2, lines 48-50 of Denkinger and Figures, col. 1, lines 5-7 and 33-34 and
col. 2, lines 14-17 of Johnson ct al. It is the first position that such portions of the references teach the claimed functions, properties
and capabiities. In any case, the Denkinger and Johnson et l devices include the clalmed structure. Therefore, there is sufficient
factual basis for onc 10 conclude thet the functions, properties and capahilities of such claimed structure would also be inberent in the
same structure of Denkinger and Johnson et al.

Claims 27-36 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being amicipated by OLSEN et al "003.

See Figure 7B, col. 6, lines 13-20, col, 14, line 66, col. 26, line 55-col. 27, line 63, and thereby Korpman 739 at col. 7,
lines 16-25, col. 9, Tioes 10-15 and col. 10, liney 48-50, i.c. the device comprises an absorbent 42 and an engagement clement 50 on
the lower surface which is a frictional, 1.¢. mechanically or chemically modified surface, or adhesive clement. 'With regard 10 the

Form PCT/IPEA/408 (Supplemental Box) (Tuly 1998)
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functions, properties and capabilitics set forth In claim 27, i.e. “"being configured...wearer”, “"engaging ... article”, clahn 28, i.e.
“substantially ...article®, and claims 32, 42 and 36, sce portioms cited supra. The Olsen et &} device includes the claimed structure,
Therefore, there is sufficient factual basis for one to conclude that the functiona, properties and capabilhies of such claimed structure
would also be inherent in the same structure of Olsen et al.

——————— NEW CITATIONS =
US 3,905,372 A (DENKINGER) 16 September 1975, see Figures.

US 4,631,062 A (LASSEN et al) 23 December 1986, see Figures 6-9.

US 5,336,208 A (ROSENBLUTH et al) 09 Auguat 1994,

US 5,618,282 A (SCHLANGEN) 08 April 1997, sec Figures and col. 3, lines 2433,

US 5,849,003 A (OLSEN et al) 15 December 1998, sec Figure 7B and col. 6, lines 13-20.

WO 98/57610 A) (THE PROCTOR & GAMBLE CO0.) 23 December 1998, see Figures.

US 4,166,464 A1 (KORPMAN) 04 September 1979, see col. 7, lines 1925, col. 9, lines 10-15 and col. 10, lines 47-49.

Form PCT/IPEA/4Q8 (Supplemental Box) (July 1998)
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Prioridad ,

Sin slaborecién da un diciamen sobre novedad, actividad Inventive y posibilided de splicacidn industrial
Uniformided deficents de ia invencidn

Declaracion justificads sagin Articuio 35(2) con respacio a la novedad, Ia actividad inventiva y ia posbilidad de
aplicacién induatrial; documentos y explicaciones que sustentan esta deciaraciin
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Clertas observecionss reiacionadas con la solicitud intemacional
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Sobre Ia forma y ol kiloma de las cormeccionss, ver regias 68.8 y 88.9,

Para una oportunidad adiclonal para sniregar comacciones, ver Regla 68.4.

Por ia obiigacién del examinador de consiiarar las corecciones y/o los agumentos, ver Regla 68.4 bis.

Para una comunicacién informal con el exeminador, ver Regls 66.8.

8! no se sntrega una respussta, ol informea del sxemen preliminer intemacional se establecerd sobre la bass de ésta opinidn.
4 Lafecha final para In cual se debe establecer un

informa prefiminar Internacional de acuerdo con la Regia 80.2 as ol: 08 de Octubre de 2003 (08 10,2003)
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Nombre y direccién postal de la IPEAJUS Emplieado Autorizado

Mail Srop PCT, Atin: IPEA/US

Comisionado de Patentes .

P.O. Box 1450 Karin M. Reichle
Alexandria, Virginia 223131450 Teléfono No. 703-308-0858
Facsimil No. (703)305-3230 .




OPINION ESCRITA olichud ntemnacional No. \
PCT/US02/18084

e ¥

1. Bases para este reporte. ~

[X

* 0 oooOooQg

1. Respecio a los elementos de Ia soliciiud Intemacional:~

la solicitud internacional como se eniregd originaimente
la deacripeidn:

paginas 1-28 como se entregaron originaimenta
paginas_NINGUNA como se entregaron con la demanda
paginas_NINGUNA como s entregaron con la carta de

las reivindicaciones:

paginas 30— 35 como sa enfregaron originaimenta
piginas NINGUNA como se comrigieron {unto con cualquier declaracidn)bajo of Articulo 18
péginas NINGUNA como se entregaron ennhdernnn'da

piginas NINGUNA como se entregaron con la carta de
los dibujos

paginas 1-38 como se entregaron originalments
paginas NINGUNA como se entregaron con la demanda
paginas NINGUNA como se entragaron con la carta de
la parte de la descripcidn que da una lista de la secuencia
péaginas NINGUNA como se entregaron originaimente
paginas NINGUNA _como se eniregaron con la demanda
paginas NINGUNA como se enregaron con la caria de

-%\/\

2. Respecio al Idioma, todos los slementos anterlorments marcados estaban disponibles o fueron suminlstrados a esta
oficina an ol kiioma en el que as entregd la solicitud intamacional, a menos que se diga lo contrario en este punto. Estos

etementos astaban dispanibles o fusron entregados a esta oficina en el sigulente idioma los cuales son
[0 E \dioma de la fraduccién entregada para propésiios de la blsquada intemecional (Regla 23.1 (b)).

[0 El idioma de publicacién de la sollcitud internacional (bajo la Regla 48.3 (b)).

O

El idioma de la traduccién eniregada para propdsitos del examen preliminar intamacional (bajo las Reglas §5.2 y/o
553

3. respecto a cualquier secuencia de nucledtido y/o aminodcidos divuigados en esta soficitud internacional, el examen
prefiminar intemacional se reallzd sobre la base de la secuencia:

contenida en |a solicitud en forma impresa

entragada junto con la solicitud Intermnacional en una forma legible en un computador
suminisirada subsigulentesments a eata oficina de forma escrita

suministrada subsigulantemente a asia oficina an forma iagible en un computador

la declaracidn que la secuencia escrita suministrada no va més allé de lo divuigado en la solicitud intemacional como
sa entregd ha sido suministrada

La declaracidn que la Informacion reglatrada en la forma legible a computador s idéntica a la secuencia escrila ha
sido suministrada.

E Las cormecclones han resuliado on la cancelacién de:
la descripcion, paginas NINGUNA
las reivindicaciones, Nos. NINGUNA

los dibujos, hojas/figuras NINGUNA

Este informe ha aldo admitido como & (aigunas de) ias anmendeduras no hubleran sido hechas, ya que se
conddaggt;:);u_trmnﬂsdﬂdehdlwlmdﬁnprdlmlnu.mmouh‘ndholAparhdoSuplmnhrlo

Las hojas de reemplazo que han sido suministradas a la Oficina receptora en respuesta a una Invitacién bajo el
Arlicuio 14 se mencionan en ests informe como “entregadas originaimente™ y no se anexan a ests informe ya
que no contienen enmendaduras (Reglas 70.16 y 70.17)

oRaax

Cuslquler hoja de reemplazo que contiene tales enmiendas debe mencionarss bajo &l asunto 1 de éste informe.
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V. Declaracién concluyente de acuerdo a la Regla 66.2 (a)(Tl) con relacién a la novedad, el nivel Inventivo

1. DECLARACION

Novedad (N) Relvindicaciones 23 y 26 Sl
Reivindicaciones _1-22 24, 26, 2741 No

Nivel Inventivo (IS) Relvindicaciones NINGUNA Si
Relvindicaciones 1 — 41 No

Aplicabilidad Industrial {1A) Relvindicaclones _1 —41 Si
Rekvindicaciones NINGUNA No

2. CITAS Y EXPLICACIONES
Por favor ver la hoja de continuaclon
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No de Solicitud Internacionsl
PCT/US02/16984
Vii. Ciertos defectos en la solicitud Intemacional N

PINION ESCRITA

Sa noteron los siguieniss defectos en [a forma o los contenidos de la solicud intemecionak

La descripcidn sa objets parque contiens o (los) sigulenta(s) defecto(s) bajo i regla 88.2(e}{iT} del PCT an ks forma o los contankios de s
misma: on la pigina 1, fnea 2, “reivindica priorided deade” debe ser —relvindica el beneficio de—. En ka pdgina 2, insss 11 y 13, so debe
wviter ta referencia a 08 \nventores. En la pigina 8, linaa 3, después de “sje-2", se debe inserter —Z-Z ~. El uso de la marca regisirads
KOTEX ® (pégina 12, linea 37 y pdgina 13, lineas © y 27) se ha notado en ésta solickud. Deba sater en capitsies sismpre que spamzcs y
debe eatar acompaiiada de la terminoclogla gendrica. Aungue sl uso do marcas regisiraciss ¢s parmisbls en eolicitudes de patente, la
naturalezs propleteria de las marces debe ser respetada y se debe hocer todo ssfusrze para prevenir su uso de cusiquier manara que
puada sfectar adversaments su validez como marcas registredes. Las marces regisiradas deben mostrarse ya sea compleiaments en
fetra capital o con un aimbolo de marca registrada pare no ambos.

Las reivindicaciones 1-41 se cbjelan bajo In regle 85.2{a){(R) del PCT ya que contisnen ol (los) algulente(s) defactols) sn la forma o les
contenikios do lss miames: eon [a relvindicacidn 1, linea 2, "el vestibuio™ deba eer —un vestibulo —. Aal miamo en la penditine Enes, “un
dedo” deba ser —el dedo —. En Ia reivindicacién 2, linea 4, "principal’” dabe ser — principal - Respecio a la reivindicacién 3, y @a
relvindicacion 7, an i terceru iinsa y en la antspenditima (insa, respectivaments, “es0 permiis” dabe ser — adaptado para permitir -. En In
relvindicacién 11, linea 4, “principal” dabe ser = principal —. En la relvindicacidn 12, “articuio sbsorbente sdemds comprende™ debe ser -
sje principal comprende uno de — Respecio s ls relvindicacidn 13, pendfima linea, despuds de “de", Insertar — dicho —. En
retvindicacion 27, inea 2, "ol vestibulo® deba sar — un vestibuio - En Ia relvindicecidn 28, inea 3, "un” debe ser — ol —. Raspecio & o
reivindicacién 38, inea 2, "un” dabe sor — el —. En lss reivindicaciones 32, 34 y 38, "sngancha” debe ser — estd adaptado para enganchar —
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LIMITE DE TIEMPO

El limits de tiempo fjedo pars responder a una Opinidn Escrita no pusde ser extendide. 37 CFR 1.484 (d). Cusiquisr eepunsia rechida

desputa de la sxpiracidn del imite de termpo fiado en ls Opinidn Eacrita no send considerads al praparsr o) Informe de Bdequeds
Iintemacional

V. 2 Clias y Explicaciones
Par favor ver hoja de continuacidn
Las relvindicacionss 1-3 y 5-8 carecan de novedad bajo ol articulo 33(2) del PCT como lo anticips ROSENBLUTH '208.

Reapecto & lss reivindicaciones 1, 3 y 6 var figures, en otras pelebres ol articuio abeorbents s 10 y comprende un absorbants 22 u 80, ver
columna 3, Unaas 1-8, ol artfculo absorbents eetd configurado pars su dispasicion dentro del vestibulo, ver por sjempic ol resumen, primera
frase y figura 5, y tiene una supesficla mds beja la cual es adepinbis para rechhir un drea receptora del dedo, ver elementa 32 o 74, de
dimensiones suficients como para al menos rscibir temporalments sl menos una porcidn del dedo an una forma qua permits o meanos qus
Ia porcidn del dado sea posicionada sustenciaiments paraiela al aje principal del articulp, ver por sjempio in figura 22. Se debs anotar que
on la mivindicacién 1, ol sje puads sor el ala longituding! o ol sje taneversal. Esio también aplica a las mivindicacionss 2y 3. Respecin a
ias relvindicaciones 2-3 y 3, tanto ol slemanto 32 y al 74 incluyen una banda do material como se mlvindica. Raspecio a s
reivindicaciones 7-8, al manos ol slemento 74 incluye la estructura reivindicada, ver figurs 22.

Las reivindicaciones 1-4, 8 y 8-10 carecen de novedad bajo el articulo 33(2) del PCT como 0 anticipa SCHLANGEN "282.

Reapecio & lss meivindicaciones 1, 3 v 6, ver figuras, en olras palbras el art/cuic absorbente es 100 y comprends un sbeorbents 16, ver
columna 3, Iness 8-10, ol articulo absorbents estd configurado para disposicién dentro del vestibulo, ver por ejemplo la cohomna 3, liness
21-33, y Yo una auperfice inferior is cus! es adaptabls pars definir un dres recaptoms del dedo, ver slamento 38, de dimensiones
suficientes pare al menos temporaimants recibir al menoe una porcidn do un dedo en una manera que parmits al manos que ts porcidn del
dedo sea posicionada sustancisiments paralels a un els principal del erticude, ver, por sjemplo lss figuras. Se debe anoler que en ia
relvindicacidn 1, of aje puade ser o el eje longhudinel o el transversal. Esto también apfica s las relvindiceciones 2 y 3. Respecio s lss
relvindicaciones 2-4, ol slsmento 36 incluys uns bands de material como aa relvindica. Reapecto a lss relvindicaciones 7-8, ol slemanto 38
inciuye s esiructura relvindicada, ver figuras, y nots que las relvindicaciones no requisren un extremo carmedo transversal.

Las neivindicaciones 1-3, 8, 11-12, 27 y 40 carecen de novedad bejo ol articulp 33{2) del PCT como o anticipas OSBORN PCT ‘610.

Respecio a las reivindicaciones 1, 3, 8, 12 y 27, ver figuras 1-4, an otras paiabras el articulo absorbente es 20 y comprende un absorbenis
44, una suparficie inferior impermasbie a los fiquides 38, y una auperficle superior permaable a los liqukios 42, ver pigina 7, sagundo
pdrrefo complato, e articulo absorbents estd configurado para disposicidn dentro del vastibulo, ver, por sjemplo la pigina 8, Hnea 2-pigina
7, inea 5. Raspecio a lss relvindicacionss 1, 3, 6 y 12, la superficis inferior ea adaptabie para definir un drea receptors del dedo, ver
olomento 52 y pigina 17, dtimos tea pdmafos, especiaimenia pigine 17, ditima frase, de dimenelones suficlenies para al menos
temparsimente recihir al menos una porcidn de un dedo an una forma que parmila que sl menos s porcién de dedo sa posiciona
sustancigiments paraiels sl eje principal del srticulo, ver, por ajermplo la figura 4 la cusl musstra al deda sustanciaimenis paraielo ol eje 2.
Se debe anotar qus an la mivindicacién 1, ol sje pusde ser sl eje longitudinal, ol transversal o ¢f eje 2. Note también las relvindicacionss 2,
3, 11y 12. Se anols ademds respecio o las reivindicaciones 2-3 y 11-12 que ol eje principal eivindicada en estas mivindicaciones y ol de
Ia relvindicacién 1 no tisnen que ser ol mismo. Respecto a las relvindicacionas 2-3, ¢l elemento 52 de las mismas inciuye una banda de
materal como se relvindice, ver figures. Ademds se ancla qus ias reivindicacionss 2, 5, 12 no eapecifican como sa miscionan os
extremas al ancho y Ia longhud, en oiraa paisbras puede haber mdramos longRudinsies opussics y sxtremos transversales
Respecin & Iss relvindicacionss 11-12, var la figura 4 y la pégine 13, primer pirafo completp, sn oirss palsbras se forme una oquedad al
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doblar of srticule a I Targo del aje longiudinal principal con miades diniices a cada lado dal mamo. Fespecto a les revindcacionss 27, |

40 y 41, ol slomanio 52 es un elamento de enganche y es una protuberancia de dimensiones suficientes pare enganchar una porcién distal
de un dedo, ver figuras.

Las reivindicaciones 1, y 11-19 carecan de novedad bajo el articulo 33(2) del PCT come o anticipa LABSEN y colaboradores ‘082

Raspecio a las relvindicaciones, ver las definiclones de aniba, ver figuras 1-12, en obas palabras el articulo absorbante es 30 y comprends
un sbsorbents 74, una superficie infarior Imparmaable a liquides 70, ¥ una superficls superior permeable a liquidoa 80, ver columna 18,
nea 8-columna 18, Ines 38, un eje longitudinal principal o largo del cusl se dobia al articulo, ver figuras, especlaiments i figue 11y la
columna 12, linsas 1-28, punios de unidn discretos en lss regionas de centro y de extramo, ver espeaciaiments la figura 3 y (a columna 6,
lineas 48-53 y la cokmna 12, fneas 17-88 (Note que las dimeneiones especificas de cada reglén respecto al articulo total no han sido
establecides) y una oquaedad, bajo los puntos sdyscentes 72, ver espaciaiments ixs figuras 8 y 9. El erticulo absorbents 30 astd
configuredo pama disposicidn dentro del vestibuio, ver columns 1, lUness 18-22, cohunna 68, fineas 17-20, columna 9, inees 20-50 y
columng 11, linssa 14-35, Les relvindicacionsa 1 y 13 estabigcen que is auparficia infarior es adeptable para definkr un drea receptors del
dedo con dimemsiones suficlenies para al mencs tempomaiments reclir al menos una porcidn dal dedo en una manere que permite s
manos que la parcién del dedo sea posicionsda sustancisimants persisis al aja principal det articuio, espacificarents s porcidn distal
dedo y of aje longliudinal, an oiras palabras propiededes, funciones y capacidades da ta superficle inferior, Ver les porciones de Lassen
colsboradores citades anthe. en oiras palabres Lassen incluyw toda In sstructume relvindicade. Por lo tardo hay suficlents evidencia de
hechos pare conclulr que las propiadades, capacikiades y funcidn de tal satruciume mivindiceda también son inherentss en ia misma
estructura de Lassen. Se deba anotar que an Ia relvindicacién 1, o aje puade ser o longiudinal, transversal o of aje 2. Nols tambidn las
relvindicacionas 11-12. 8a anota ademis respecto a las relvindicacionsa 11-12 que ol sje principal relvindicado en estas redvindicacionss y
ol de In reivindicacidn 1 no enen que ser &l miamo. Raspecto s ins reivindicaciones 18 y 18, ver columna 12, linsss 6183,

Las meivindicaciones 1, 11-15, 17-18, 20-22 y 24-28 carecan do novedad bajo el articulo 33(2) del PCT como lo anticipa JOHNSON y
colaboradoms “382.

Respecto a las relvindicaciones, ver definicionas amiba, ver figuras 1-3, en otras palsbras 8l articulo absarbante as 1 y comprends un
absorberts 8, una superficie Inferior imparmeable a fos liquides 6, y una superficia superior parmeable a los liquidos 70, ver columna 2,
{inems 31-38; un sje principal longitudinel 2 a lo largo de cual se dobia &l articulo, ver figurs 2, y columna 2, nsas 38-41, puntos discretos
de unidn 4 en las regionss ceniral y de extramo, ver también la columna 2, Eneas 44-48 {nole que tas dimensionas especificss de cadn
reglén respecio al articulo total no ha sido establecidas) y una oguaded, entre los puntos 4, ver especificaments s figuras 2-3. El artfculo
absorbente setd configurado pama disposicidn dentro dal vestibulo, ver la columna 1, Uneas 1-3 y 33-34. La superficie inferior es adapiable
para definir un drea receptora dal dedo, ver columna 2, linsss 9-19, da dimenalones suficientes para a! menos temponaiments rechir al
menas una porcidn de un dedo en una forma que permits que al msnos la parcidn del dedo sea posicionada sustanciaiments peraleia a un
eja principal del articulo, ver, por ejempio a figur 3 Ia cual muesira o eje longitudina! de! dado sustanciaiments paraleio al sje 2. Se debe
anctar que & (s reivindicacidn 1, ol sje puade sor ol oje longludingl, transversal o ol sje z. Note también les relvindicaciones 11-12. Se
anots ademis respecto a las relvindicaciones 11-12 que el eje principal relvindicada an astas reivindicaciones y ol de ln reivindicacidn 1 no
tisnan que ser ol miamo. Respecio a la relvindicaciin 13, se deba natar que la relvindicacidn no requiers que el eje kongludinal de
porcidn distal del dedo esth paraielo al eje longitdinal principal, en otres palstiras i oje transversal da ts porcidn distal es parsisioc al eje
longltudinal principal. Respecto a la reivindicacion 20, sunque Jonson designas al eje principal 2 como ol eje kngRudinal del dispoatiivo, ver
la figurs 1, en olras palabras ol sje 2 esti orentado transversalmants como Io st el doblez formado deads all,

Les revindicaciones 18, 19, 23 y 26 carecen de nivel inventivo bajo ol articulo del PCT 33(3) como es obvio por JOHNSON y
colaboradores ‘352 en vista da LASSEN y colsboradores ‘082

Las ralvindicaciones requisren un punto de unién continuo en lugar de un punto discreto como lo muestra Johnaon y colsboradores. Ver
Lzassn y colaboradores, col 12, lineas 81-83. El hacar el punto de unién discreto de Jonson un punto da unidn continuo no Involucrarda un
nivel inventivo an vista de Io intsrcambiable como o ensefign Lasssn ¥ colaboradores.

Las reiviwdicaclonss 27-28 y 37-30 carecen de novedad bajo e articuio 33(2) del PCT como lo anticipa DENKINGER ‘372 o JOHNSON y
colaboradores 392,

Respscto & Denkinger, o dispoaltivo comprende un nicleo absorbente, ver colunna 3, (ineas 3-5, y un elemento de enganche en Ia
superficls inferior al cual e un slsmento mecdnico el cual es una indentacidn que tiene dimemiones suficianiss pare engancher al manos
una porcidn distel del dedo, ver ias figures y la columna 2, lineas £48-50. Respecio a Johnaon y colaboradores, ol disposlivo comprendia un
sbsorbenta 6 y un elamanto de snganche en la superficle inferdor sl cual se un siemento mecinico e cual &3 una Indenteciin que tiena
dimensionss suficientes para enganchar al menos una porcidn distel del deda, ver las figuras entre elemenics 4. Respecto a les

. propledades y capacidades establecidas en la reivindicecién 27, en dtras paishras “sstar configurado... usuaric”, "enganchando...arffado”,
Ia reivindicaciin 28, on atras palabras “sustanclaiments...arficulo”, ver &l nesuman, las figuras, la columna 1, inees 6-0, 44-40y 3580,y la
columna 2, linsas 48-50 de Denkinger y las figuras, la columna 1, iness 5-7 y 33-34 v la columna 2, Uness 14-17 de Johnson y
colshoradoms. Es la primers posicin qus tales porcionss de la refersncla snasfian tes funciones, propladades ¥y capacidades
relvindicadas. En todo ceso, los diaposiivos de Denkinger y de Johneon y colaboradorss incluyen la sstructurs relvindicads. Por lo tanio
hay suficieriie base an hechos para conciuir que las funciones, propisdades y capacidades de bl estructura relvindicada seran inherentss
on la misma estruciure de Denkinger y de Johnson y colsboradores.

Las reivindicaciones 27-38 carecan de novedad bsajo sl articulo 33(2) del PCT come io anticipa OLSEN y colaboradores '003.

Ver figura 7B, columna 8, Hinea 68, columna 26, inea 55- columne 27, lineas 83, ¥ por Io tanto Korpam ‘739 y colaboradores, Uneas 16-25,
columna 9, insas 10-15 y columna 10, lineas 48-30, en oiras paisbras el dispasitivo comprends un absorbants 42 y un elemento de
snpanche 50 en la superficie inferior [a cual es fraccional, en otres palsbres una superficls modificada mecénica o quimicaments, o un

N

elamenio adhesivo. Respecio a las funciones, proplededes y capackiades establecidas en la relvindicecidn 27, en otras palabras “que ssth
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configurado...usuanic’, 'que engancha..aiculc’, s reivindicecidn 25, en olus palbras ‘sustanciiments...arficulo”, y
reivindicacionasd2, 42 y 38, ver las porcionss de arribs. EdWhMyMMmthmml Por lo
tento, hay suficlents base sn hechos para concluir que las fimclones, propladades y capaciiades ds tal estructura relvindicada tamblén
serian inherentes en lo misma estructura de Olsen y colaboradores.
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US 5.338.208 A SROSENBLUTH y colsboradores) 09 de Agosio de 1004.

US 5.818.282 A (SCHLANGEN) 08 de Abril de 1987, ver figuras u columna 3, linaas 24-33.

US 5.049.003 A (OLSEN y colsboradores) 15 de Diclembre de 1998, ver figura 78 y colunma 8, ineas 13-20
WO 88/57810 A1 (THE PROCTER & GAMBLE CO.) 23 de Diclembre de 1998, ver figuras.
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48.

Formulario PCTAPEA/408 (Casilla suplementaria) (Jullo de 1008)



