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RESPUESTA A OFICIO 3174 DE MARZO 17, 2008

REF: Expedients No. 08 018.715 - Solicitud de Patente Entrada en Fase Nacional

Comesp. a la Solicitud Internaclonal PCT/US2004/023854

a favor de LEVITON MANUFACTURING CO., INC.

Titulada: INTERRUPTOR DE PALETA OSCILATORIA CON CONTROLADOR DE LEVA
FLEXIBLE

JUAN PABLO CADENA SARMIENTO, vecino de Bogoté, portador de la tarjeta profesional
No. 57492, obrando como apoderado de la socledad LEVITON MANUFACTURING CO.,
INC., segin lo acredita el documentio de poder presentado en esa Division, para dar
cumplimiento al requerimiento notificado por fijaclén en lista el 17 de Marzo de 2008, de
acuerdo con los Articulos 38 y 30 de la Declsion 486 de la Comisiéon de la Comunidad
Andina, Articulo 27 del Tratado de Cooperacion en Materia de Patentes (PCT), regla 51 bls
del Reglamento y Circutar Unica de ia SIC, me permito Aflegar:

1. Dos (2) documentos donde consta la cesién del derecho a la Patente otorgado por los
inventores al solicitants, debidamente apostillados, junto con sus commespondientes
traducciones al castellano.

2. Copia del Reporte de Examen Preliminar efechuado por la IPEA (forma
PCTAPEA/408}), Junto con su cormespondients traduccion al castellano.

3. Artesfinales (2de12cmX12cmy 1 de 8 cm X 8 cm).

4. Extracto para publicacion y Tarjeta de Archivo Temético.

Adicionaimente anexo los siguientes documentos relacionados con la solicitud:

- Coplas Certificadas por la Oficina de Patentes de Estados Unidos de las dos
primaras solicitudes presentadas para la misma invencion.

- Informe de Bisqueda Intemacional (forma PCTASA/210), junto con su
comespondiente traduccién al castellano.

- Opinidn Escrita (forma PCT/SA/237), junto con su correspondiente traduccion al
castellano.

De |a sefiora jefe atentamente,

.//34?// .

AN PA| DENA SARMIENTO
C.C. No. 80.410.337 de Usaquén
Cra 7 No. 16-56 Piso 8

Bogotad, 11 de mayo de 2008
CHP/MEV/er.
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" S R SUPERINTENDENCIA DE INDUSTRIA Y COMERCIO

DIVISION DE NUEVAS CREACIONES
Industria y Comerclo TARJETA ARCHIVO TEMATICO
SUPERINTENDENCIA PATENTE DE INVENCION PCT MODELO DE UTILID,
{21) N° de soliitud: 06 018.715 (22) Fecha de soliciud: 24-02-2006
541) Clasificacidn Intemacional :

-(71)Solicitanta{s) LEVITON MANUFACTURING CO., INC.

(72) Inventor(es) Paul Endres, Staphen R. Kurek, Anthony Tufeno, Dennis A. Oddsen

4) Agents:  JUAN PABLO CADENA SARMIENTO
(30) Pricridad (31) No.Prioidad (32) Fecha (33) Pais
10/827,224 25-07-2003 us
10/858,688 01-06-2004 us
(85) Fecha Inicio fase nacional: 25-02-2008 (87) Publicacién intemnacional:
{86) Datos relafivos a la presentacidn de la solic. PCT Fecha: 10-02-2005
Facha de presentacion de a solicitud: 23-07-2004 No. Publicacidn : WO 2005/013302 A3
No. de soliciiud  PCTAUS2004/023954

(54) Titwo:  INTERRUPTOR DE PALETA OSCILATORIA CON CONTROLADOR DE LEVA FLEXIBLE

Resuman:

Se describe un interruptor de paieta operado al empular sobre la porcidn Inferior de una peleta oeclatoria para
prender o apagar el interruptor. El borde Inferior de la paieta oscilatoria pivota hacia adentro y hacia fuera af rededor

de su borde superior. El interruptor incluye medios de control flexibles acoplados para ser controlados por la paleta

’ oscilatoria,
CONTINUA AL RESPALDO ...




Cuando la paleta oscilatoria se empuja, esta impulsa
los madios de control flexibles para rotar medios de
lova on una primera direccion de las manecillas del
relo] o una segunda direccién contraria a las
menecilias del reloj. Ls rotacion altemativa de la leva
impuisa un miembro deslizador que tiene un
seguidor de leva hacia atras y hacia delante a lo
targo de un eje ineal. Un resorts con forma de hoja
coopera con o seguidor de leva aywia ol
movimiento del desiizador y determina sus
posiclones de descanso. Se utiliza un Indicador tal
como un LED para indicar el estado de conduccion
de! interruptor. Cuando |a paleta oscilatoria se libera,
esta s8 empuja por un resorte para pivoter de
regreso a su posicion Inicial. La paleta oscilatoria del
interruptor no se ublca dentro de un marco y tiene,
junto con su eje vertical, una superficie de primer
diferencial positivo y segundo diferencial cero
comprendido de una combinacion de acanaladures
que se exienden entre puntos de distanclias
variantes desde un plano de referencia. La
superficle tiene un segundo diferencial cero cuando
68 constants la proporcion de incremento en aliura
de las acanaladuras individuales.
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, PATENT COOPERATION TREATY /

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT mrummm WIFS
(Chapter 1 of the Patent Cooparstion Treaty)

(PCT Article 36 end Rule 70)

PCT

——  —

A ?'?ﬂ;zj’

RECD 25 AUS 2005
PCT

\pplcet’s o agea’s o rebreces FORFURTHER ACTTON Ses Form PCT/IPEA/416
[ Tnbormetiooa] appiication No. Totocoational Aiing date (2ayincnik/pear) Pricrity datn (dayinosthyear)
PCT/UR04/23934 23 July 2004 (23.07.2004) 23 July 2003 (23.07.2003)
[ Trtoroationa] Patet Claasifioution (IPC) or netiom] olaasification and IFC

TPC(7): HOH 13/00, 100 and UB CL: 200/339

Applicent

LEVITON MANUFACTURING CO.

1. 'This report 1s the Wbenational examination repart, estahiished by this Internatfonal Preliminary

Bxamining Anthority under Articla 35 and transmitied io the applicant acconding to Articls 38,
2 mmommmwu_'bmmmmhmm

3. Thisreport 1s also aceompaniad by ANNEXES, compxising:

o [] (rent to the applicint and to the Internarional Buremy) a total of ___ sheots, s fhllows:

DMOE&WMMMWMMWMMMMMMM
this report and/or sheets containing rectifications sutharized by this Antharity (pes Rule 70.16
and Section 607 of the Adminisirative Ingtructions),

["] swots which superseds esrtier shoets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment
that goes beyond the disclosure in the intemationa] spplication as flled, as indicated in lbem 4 of
Box No, I and the Supplemental Box.

b. [ fsent o the International Burea onby) 8 total of (indicate type and nummber of electranic carrier(s))
emhlnlng sequence listing snd/or tableg relatid thereto, in computer readable form anly, as
m:lhtd mwmmmmmmmmdm
Adminisirative Instructions).

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive siep and indostrial
applicability

Lack of unity of invention

Remsamed stutement undér Article 35(2) with regard to nowelty, inventive step or
industrial spplicahitity; citatinns and explanations supparting such statement

Cariain docyments clied

Certain defects in the international application

Certain chservations on the intemnational appitcation

BaxNo. [V
BaxNo. V

Box No, VI
Box No. VI
Box No. VII

000 ®0 00X

[ Dae of submission of the demand

Namo and mmiling us

"Date of completion of this report

22 July 2005 (22 07.05)

Mafl Binp PCT, Allx: WFEA/US

Commlssipnes o Painols

ro.n-m
Alsmdsls, Virgiaks 22113-1450

Authoriand offieer

faan
Hivin G. Emd ferahgal

Telaphone No. 571-271-2800

e T Ao e ety 00



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY

FCT/UB0423934

BaxNo.1 Basis of the report \

L Wnﬂbh%ﬁmhhﬂmﬂhﬂﬂﬂhﬂuhh@n&hmﬂmﬂﬁ
unless otherwise Indicated under this item.

[] This report is based on tranststions fom the original langmge into the Shllowing langnage ,
which is the langmage of » tansiation fimished fxr the porposes of

[[] intemational search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(t))
[C] publication of the International sppiication (under Rule 12.4)
[ intemational protiminary examination (umder Rules 55.2 and/r $5.3)

2. With regard to the elementy of the latsrastional applivation, this report is baned on (rphacesssnt shoois which have been furnished

o = reciving Offics in rexporum to am invilation unsder Articls 14 are referred 1o in this raport ax “originally flad” and are not
omsaxed to this repori):

the intermational epplication as ariginally flled/firnished

BJ the description:
pages 1Y asorginally filed/fhrmighed
mges® _____ received by this Autharity on
pages®* _______ received by this Authority on
B4 the claime
pages 38463 = on originglly Sled/fanished
pages® s amesvded (together with soy siatenent) under Articls 19
papes® ________ mecelved by this Anthority on
pages®*_____ recaived by this Anthorityon
Bd the arawingr
pages 138 &g ordginally flled/fmished
pugea*_  recelved by this Anhorityon
pagee® ____ received by this Authority on

D A sequence listing and/or any relsted table(s) - see Supplemental Bax Relating to Sequenca Listing.
3 D ‘The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of

[]  the description, pages
]  the claims, Nos_

[0  the drawings, sheets/figs
]

.

the sequence listing (specifix
sny table(s) related to tha sequence listing (spec{f):

4. [] This reporthes been estabiished as If (sceas of) the amandments annexed 1o thia report and Hated bekow had not beea mde,
tinoo they bave been caneidarsd to go beyond the disclosurs ax lad, s indioated in the Supplements] Bex (Ruls 70.2(c)).

the dascription, pages
the claims, Nos.
the drawings, sheots/figs
the sequence listing (gpecifi):
any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specif):

* If item 4 applies, some or oll of thass sheeiy may ba marked "siperseded.

OO000

Form PCTAPEA409 (Bax No. 1) (Janoery 2004)
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TRATADO DE COOPERACION EN MATERIA DE PATENTES

TGP e

INFORME DE BUSQUEDA PRELIMINAR INTERNACIONAL SOBRE PATENTABILIDAD
(Capftulo Il del Tratado de Cooperacitn en Materia de Patentes)

(Artfculo 36 y Reglamento 70 del TCP)

Referencia de archivo del agente o dd . . . .

licitante 2030CIP2PCT' ACCION ADICIONAL Consulte ¢ Formulirio PCT/IPREA/416
Solicitud internacional No. Fecha de presentacidn Fecha de prioridad (dia/mes/afo)
PCT/US04/23954 23 de julio de 2004 (23.07.2004) 23 dc julio de 2003 (23.07.2003)

Clasificacién de patente internacional (CPI o IPC por sus sighs en inglés) o dasificacion nacional ¢ internacional
IPC(7): HO1H 13/00, 3/00 y US CL: 200/339

Salicimnte

LEVITON MANUFACTURING CO., INC.

1. Iistr es el informe de cxamen preliminar intemacional, evtablecido por cstn Administracién de cxamen preliminar internacional
de patented de acuendo al Artieulo 35 y transmitide al solicitante: de scuerdo al Artieulo 36
2 Este INFORME consiste de un totsl dec ) hojas, incluyendo csta portada.
3. Este informe esti tambifn acompatado por ANEXOS, que comprenden:
o O (anviado al solicitante y a la Oficina Internacional) un total de _3_ hojes, como siguc:
O hojas de la descripcidn, las reivindicaciones y/o los dibujos que han sido enmendados y que representan las bases de
cite informe, y/0 hojas que conticnen rectificaciones autorizadas por esta Administracién (ver Reglamento 70.16 y
Seccién 607 de las Instruccioncs Administrativas).
0 hofas que reemploxan hojas anteriores, pero que cota Adminhitracidn considens que conticnen alguna enmicnda que
va mds alld de lo revelado en ha solicitud intemacional segiin fue presentada, comn se indica en o punto 4 de b Casilln
No. [ y en la Casilla suplementaria,
b. 11 (sdlo enviedo a ia Oficina Internacional) un total de (indique el tipo y nGmers de tansmisiones dectrénicas) __,
que contienen ura lista de seeuencia y/o tablas relacionacdas, sélo en forma visible por computedon, como se indica en la
Casilla suplemenmrsin relacionada a la lista de secucncia (ver la Seccifin 802 de las Instrucciones administrativas).

4. Este informe contiene indicaciones nidacionadas con los siguicntes puntos:
OX Casilla No. | Bases del informe
O Cauilla No. 11 Prioridad
0 Casilla No. 11T Falta de cstmblecimiento de opinién con respecto a origimlidad, grado de inventiva y aplicabilidad
industrial
O Cailla No. IV Falra de unidad de invencidin
00X Casilla No. V Declamcifin mzonada de ncucndo al Artfeulo 35(Z) con respecto a novedad, gmdo de inventiva o
aplicubilidad industrisl, craciones y sclarecioncs de apoyo a dicha dedaracidn
O Casilla No. VI Ciertos documnentos citados
O  Casilla No. VII Cicrros defectos en I solicitud intemnacional
O Casilla No. VIII Cicrras obscrvacioncs en la solicitud internacional

Fecha de presentacion de ln demanda Fecha de terminacion de cste informe
24 de febrero de 2005 (24.02.2005) 22 de julio de 2005 (22.07.05)
Nombre y direccién posual de IPEA/ US Funcionario sutorizado

Mail Sten TCP, Arencidn: IPEA/US

Comisionadn de patentes Elvin G. Iinad

2 Rnw 1450

Alrvandria Vireinia 22313-1450
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 Teléfono Na, 571-272-2800

Farmuhrio PCT/IPEA/409 (portads) (Encro de 2004)
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INFORME DE BUSQUEDA PRELIMINAR INTERNACIONAL SOBRE Solicitud intemacional No.
PATENTABILIDAD

PCT/US04/23954
Casllla No. 1 Bases del Informe

I. Con respecto al ldioma, cste informe estd basado en la solicitud intemacional en ¢l idioma en que fue presentada, 2 menos que se
indique lo contrario en este punto.
0O Este informe csté basado en traducciones del idioma original al siguiente idioma , que ¢ el idioma de una traduccién
preseniada con propdsitos de:
0 bilsqueda internacional {de acuerdo a los Reglamentos 12.3 y 23.1(b))
1 publicacién de Ia solicitud internacional (de acuerdo al Reglamento 12.4)
{0 examen preliminar internacional (de acuerdo a los Reglamentos 55.2 y/o 55.3)

2. Con respecto a los elementos de la solicitud intemnacional, esie informe estd basado en fhojas de reemplazo que han sido
entregadas a la Oficina de recepcidn en respuesta a una Invitacidn de acuerdo al Articulo 14 se refleren en este informe
como "presentadas originalmenie” y no se anexan a este informe):

OX la solicitud internacional presentada originalmente
OX 1adescripcidn:

piginas ]-37 como s¢ entregaraon originalmente
péginas* recibidas por csta Administracidn en
péginas® recibidas por csta Administracidn en

OX les reivindicaciones:
pégines 38-43 como se entregaron originalmente
péginas* como fueron enmendadas (junto con cualquier declaracién) de acuerdo al Articulo 19
piginas* recibidas por esta Administracién en

piginas* recibidas por esta Administracidn en
OX los dibujos:

péginas ]-38 COmO se entregaron originalmente

pdginas* recibidas por esta Administracién cn

paginas* recibidas por csta Administracidn en
O unalista de secuencis y/o cuslquicr tabla relacionada - ver Casilla suplementaria relacionada a la lista de

secuencia.
3.0 Las enmiendas han dado como resultado la cancelacién de:

1]
n]
0
a
A

la descripcidn, paginas
las reivindicaciones, Nos,
los dibujos, hojas/figs
Ia lista de secuencin (especlfigus);
todas las tablas relacionadas con la lista secucncial (especifigue):




4.0 Este informe ha sido establecido como #i (algunas de) las enmiendas anexades a este informe y Iistadas a continuacién
no hubiesen sido hechas, ya que se considera que van mis allé de lo revelado el presentar la solicitud, como se indica
en la Cesilla suplementaria (Reglamento 70.2(c)).
[ 1a descripeidn, pdginas
D las reivindicaciones, Nos.
11 los dibujos, hojas/figs
0 Ia lista de secuencin (especifique):
[ todes las tahlas relacionadas con 1a lista sccucncial (especifique):

* Si aplica el punto 4, todas estas hojas o algunas de ellar podrian estar marcadax como "sustituida®.

Formulario PCT/IPEA/409 (Casilla No. I) (Encro de 2004)

6
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INFORME DE BUSQUEDA PRELIMINAR INTERNACIONAL SOBRE
PATENTABILIDAD

Solicitud inicrmacional No.

PCT/USD4/23954

Casilla No. V  Declaracién razonada de acuerdo al Articulo 35(2) con respecto a novedad, grado de laventiva o
aplicabilldad industrial; menciones y aclaraciones de apoyo a dicha declaracién

NO

st

NO

1. Declaracién
Originalidad Reivindicaciones 1-29
Reivindicaciones NINGUNA
Grado de inventiva Reivindicaciones 1-29
Reivindicaciones NINGUNA
Aplicabilided industriat Reivindicaciones 1-29
Reivindicacioncs NINGUNA

NO

2, Ciwciones y aclaraciones (Reglamento 70.7)

Les reivindicaciones 1-29 cumplen con los criterios establecidos en el Anliculo 33(2)-(3) del Tratado de copperacidn en materia de patentes (TCP o
PCT por sus siglas en inglés), debido u que el arte (diselio) anterior no muesira ni sugiere wn interruptor de palets basculante en el que ul oprimir
repetidamente una parte de |a paleta s activa un medio impulsor para hacer girar uma leva de forma alternante, primero en una direceidn y luego en
In direccidn opucsia. La leva, impulsando el seguidor de leva, hace mover un deslizadar primero en una direccidn y luego enla direccidn opuesia a
lo largo de un ¢je lineal commin par abrir y cetrar un contacto en forma alternante. La estructura reivindicada anteriormente, en combinacion con ls
estructurs reivindicada del interruptor en Ia reivindicacidn base, no se muesiran ni se sugleren en ¢l arte anterior documentado.

Laa reivindicaciones 1-29 cumplen con los criterios establecidos en ¢l Articulo 33(4) del Tratado de cooperacidn en materia de patentes (TCP o PCT
por sus siglas en inglés), y por cllo son aplicables industrialmente porque ¢l tema reivindicado puede ser fabricado o usado industrislmente.

Formulario PCT/IPEA/409 (Casilla No. V) (Enero de 2004)



APOSTILLE
(Convention de La Haye du 5 octobre 1961)

1. Country: United States of America

This public document
2. has been signed by E. Bomett

3. acting in the capacity of Certifying Officer

4. bears the seal/stamp of Patent and Trademark Office

Certified

5. at Washington, D.C.

6. the twenty-first of March, 2006

7. by Assistant Authentication Officer, United States Department of State

8. No. 06015158-10

9. Seal/Stamp:

- Sonya N. Johnsom ,
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& aﬂll UNITEDSTATES OFAMERICY
PO MO VAN THESE FEHSENIS SHAILCOMES & W)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office

March 16, 2006

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT ANNEXED IS A TRUE COPY FROM THE
RECORDS OF THIS OFFICE OF A DOCUMENT RECORDED ON
July 25, 2003.

By Authority of the

Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property
and Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office

Certifying Officer




_ 9 08-04-2003 Docket No.: 0267-001-203

PTD-1586 (Mioaded)

EET—_ LT ==
T mtbge s > > ¥ v 102515437 v v\ v

Ta the Honorable Direcior of the United States Patent and Trademark Office: Please record the attached original documents or copy thersol.

1. Name of conveying party(ies):
Paul Endres
L R. Korek
Tuolane
Dennls Oddeen

150

Addiional namesis) of conveying party(ies) { Yes @ No

3. Nature of conveyance:
@ Assignment

O Security Agreement
O Other

Execution Date: July 22, 2003

O Merger
O Chenge of Name

‘. Application number(s) or patent numbers(s):

(062122

If this documnent Is being filed together with & new application, the execution date of the application Is:  July 22, 2003
A Patent Application No.(s) B. Patent No.(s)
Additionsl numbers aitached? [J] Yes B No

2. Name and address of receiving party(ies):

Name: Levitan Manufactaring Co., Inc. 2 -

internal Address:

Street Address: _59-25 Little Neck Parkway

Clty: Litils Neck State; NY _ zip: 11362

5. Neme and eddress of party o whom comespondance
concerning document should be malfled:

6. Total number of sppiications and petents invoived: El

Name: Faul J. Bution, Esq.

intemal Address:
870472093 BIVINE  SONOQLE (D185 10627224

t FooBiet TR M

7. Total fee (37 CFR 3.41)......cce0ccennnac $ Mo

O Enclosad - Any excess or insufficlency should be
cradited or debited to deposi account

& Authortzed to bs charged to deposit account

i Street Address: GREENBERG TRA/

f
883 Third Aveaune

Chy: New York State: NY _ ZIP: 10022

8. Deposit account rumber:
12-1185

9. Stetemant and signature.
To the bost of my knowiedge and beflef, the foregaing
of the original documnent.
Paul J. Sution

DO NOT USE THIS SPACE

is true and correct end any aiteched copy is a trus copy

July 23, 2003

Name of Person Signing A

Total number of peges including cover shesi, stiachmenis, and document:

Signature

DDID

[ 1 T 1 ]
Aigll $10p Assigranant Recodalisn Sarvices
Director af the United Sigtes Paiant and Trademark Ofics, £.0. Beu 145D, Almandds, VA 2231EUTE N'T

REEL: 014334 FRAME: 0361



L Docket No. 0267-001-3630

. i

WHEREAS, WE, Paul ENDRES, Stephen R. KUREK, Anthony
TUFANO and Dennis ODDSEN, citizens of the United States of America, residing
respectively at 4 Clearwater Drive, Plainview, NY 11803; 66-32 Alderton Street, Rego
Park, NY 11374; 9 Carol Court, North Massapequa, NY 11758; and 54 Peterborough
Drive, Eatons Neck, NY 11768, hereinafter called "Assignors”, have made certain
inventions in ROBUST ROCKER SWITCH MECHANISM, described in a

specification executed by me preparatory to making application for Letters Patent therefor
on even date herewith; and

WHEREAS, LEVITON MANUFACTURING CO., INC., a Delaware
corporation, with 8 place of busincss at 59-25 Little Neck Parkway, Little Neck, NY
11362, hereinbelow called "Assignee"”, is desirous of securing an urdivided One Hundred
Percent (100%) of the entire right, title and interest in and to the said inventions,
applications and Letters Patent, when granted, and in and to any divisions, continuations,
continuations-in-part, improvements, reissucs or extensions that may be made or granted

‘1 any of them;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT KNOWN that for and in congideration of the
sum of One Dollar ($1.00) to us in hand paid by the said Assignee, and other good and
valuable consideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, we, the said
Assignors, have sold, assigned, transferred and set over, and by these presents do hereby
sell, assign, transfer and get over unto the said Assignes, its successors and assigns, an
undivided One Hundred Percent (100%) of the entire right, title and interest throughout
the world in and to the said inventions, applications and Letters Patent, when granted, and
in and to any divisions, continuations, continuations-in-part, improvements, reissues or
extensions that may be made or granted on any of them;

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same to the full end of the term or terms
for which said Letters Patent may be granted, as fully and completely as the same might
be held by us had this sale and assignment not been made.

For the consideration aforegaid, we hereby covenant and agree to and with
the said Assignen, its successors and assigns that whenever its counsel or representative,
or the counsel or representative of its successors or assigns, shall advise that formal
application papers must be executed or an amendment to, or a division of, or any other
proceeding or action in connection with said application or inventions, including
interference proceedings, is lawful and desirable, or that a reissue or continuation,
continuation-in-part or extension of said Letters Patent is lawful and desirable, we will
sign all papers and drawings, take all rightful oaths and affidavits, and do all acts
necessary or required to be done for the reissue or continuation, continuation-in-part or
extension of same, and will do all acts necessary or required to secure to the said

PATENT

REEL: 014334 FRAME: 0382
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Assime, its succeasors and assigns, the title to and full benefit of all rights hereby
,assigned, without charge to said Assignee or its successors or assigns, but at its ir ,)\\
expense. 4V
' AND the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks is requested to issue
the said Letters Patent, when granted, in accordance with this sale and assignment.

For the consideration aforesaid, we have sold, assigned, transferred and set
over and by these presents do sell, assign, tranafer and set over unto the said Assignee, its
successors and assigns, or the nominecs of any of them, an undivided One Hundred
Percent {100%) of the entire right, title and interest in and to amy and all Letters Patent for
said inventions which may be granted in countries forcign to the United States, and in and
to any applications for Letters Patent which may be filed for said inventions in countries
foreign to the United States, and in and to the inventions described in said applications;
and we hereby authorize and empower said Assignee and its successors, assigns or
nominees, to apply for Lettera Patent or other form of protection on said inventions in its
own name or in the nameo of its successors, assigns or nominees, in any or all countries
where it may desire to file such applications, and where said applications may be filed by
another other than the inventor; and we hereby covenant and agree to sign all papers and

rawings, take all rightful oaths, execute all rightful affidavits, and do all acts necessary
@t required to be done for the procurement and maintenance of Lettera Patent or other
form of protection for said inventions in countries foreign to the United States, and for
further investing or confirming the right and title thereto in the Assignee, its successors,
assigns or nominees, but at its or their expense.

RBAE S gt y

Pau]l ENDRES
Antho (o) is O
STATE OF NEW YORK )
)ss.:
COUNTY OF QUEENS )

On this %2 day of JVQ.[ , 2003 before me personally
appeared Paul ENDRES, Stephen R. KURFEK, Anthony TUFANO, and Dennis
ODDSEN, to me personally known, and who signed the foregoing instrument in my
presence, and duly acknowledged the same to be their free act and deed,

PATENT
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TRADUCCION AL ESPANOL del Documento de Cesion a Laeviton
Manufacturing Co., Inc. firmado por los cedentes y el cesionario.

APOSTILLA
(Convencién de La Haya del 5 de octubre de 1961)

Pals: Estados Unidos de América

Este documento piiblico
2. ha sido firmado por E. Bomeit
- 3. actuando en capacidad de Funcionario que Certifica
4. lleva el selioftimbre de la Oficina de marcas y patentes
Certificado
5. en Washington D.C.
6. el veintiuno de marzo de 2008
7. por el Funcionario de autenticacién asistente, Departamento de Estado
de Estados Unidos
8. No. 06015158-10
9. Sellotimbre 10. Firma
Fima

Sonya N. Johnson
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LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA
A TODO AQUEL QUE PUEDA LLEGARLE LA PRESENTE:

DEPARTAMENTO DE COMERCIO DE ESTADOS UNIDOS
Oficina de Marcas y Patentes de Estados Unidos

Marzo 16 de 20068

ESTE ES PARA CERTIFICAR QUE EL ANEXO ES UNA COPIA
VERDADERA DE LOS ARCHIVOS DE ESTA OFICINA DE UN
DOCUMENTO ARCHIVADO EL Julio 25 de 2003.

Por autoridad del
Subsecretario de Comercio para la Propiedad Intelectual
y Director de la Oficina de Marcas y Patente de Estados Unidos

E. BORNETT
Funcionario que Certifica
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A

Expediente No. 0267-001-2030
CESION

CONSIDERANDO QUE, NOSOTROS, Paul ENDRES, Stephen R. KUREK,
Anthony TUFANO y Dennis ODDSEN, ciudadanos de Estados Unidos de América,
residiendo respectivamente en 4 Clearwater Drive, Plainview, NY 11803; 66-32
Alderton Street, Rego Park, NY 11374; 8 Carol Court, North Massapequa, NY
11758; y 54 Petersborough Drive, Eatons Neck, NY 11788, en adelante
denominados “Cedentes’, hemos hecho ciertas invenciones en MECANISMO DE
INTERRUPTOR DE BALANCIN ROBUSTO, descrito en una descripcion ejecutada
por mi en preparacién a realizar la solicitud de patente para la misma en la misma
fecha que la presente; y

CONSIDERANDO QUE, LEVITON MANUFACTURING CO., INC., una
corporacién de Delaware, con oficinas en 58-25 Little Neck parkway, Little Neck, NY
11382, en adelante denominado “Cesionario”, esta deseosa de asegurar un cin por
ciento (100%) sin dividir de la totalidad del derecho, titulo e interés en y para dichas
invenciones y solicitudes de patente, cuando sean concedidas, y en y para cualguier
division, continuacién, continuacién parcial, mejora, reemisién o extensién que
puedan hacerse o concaderse sobre cualquiera de ellas;

AHORA, POR LO TANTO, TENGASE POR SABIDO que per y en
consideracion de la suma de un délar ($1.00) que dicho Cesionario nos pagd en la
mano, y ofra consideracién buena y valiosa, el recibo de la cual se reconoce por la
presente, nosotros, los Cedentes, hemos vendido, cedido, transferido y
traspasamos, y por la presente vendemos, cedemos, transferimos y traspasamos a
dicho Cesionario, sus sucesores y cesionarios, un cien por ciento (100%) sin dividir
de la totalidad del derecho, titulo e interés airededor del mundo en y para dichas
invenciones, solicitudes de patents, cuando se concedan, y en y para cualquier
divisiébn, continuaciébn, continuacién parcial, mejora, reemisién o extensién que
pueda hacerse o concederse sobre cualquiera de ellas;

PARA EL MISMO QUE SEA TENIDO hasta el fin del término o términos para
los cuales se concedan dichas patentes, tan total y completamente como serfan
tenidos los mismos &i no se hubiera hecho esta cesion.

Por consideracion con io antes dicho, por la presente acordamos y
aceptamos para y con dicho Cesionario, sus sucesores y cesionarios que cuando
sea que su abogado o representante, 0 el abogado o representante de sus
sucesores o cesionarios, aconsejen que se deban sejecutar documentos de cesién
formales o una comeccién a, o una divisién de, o cualquier otro procedimiento o
accién en conexidn con dicha solicitud o invenciones, incluyendo procesos de
interferencia, sea legal y deseable, o que una continuacibn o reemision,
continuacién parcial o extensién de dichas patentes sea legal o deseable,
firmaremos todos los documentos y dibujos, tomaremos todos los juramentos y
declaraciones juradas por escrito, y realizaremos todos los actos necesarios o0 que
requieran para la reemisién o continuacién, continuacién parcial o extensiéon de las
mismas, y haremos todos loe actos necesarios o requeridos para asegurarie a dicho

PATENTE
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cesionario, sus sucesores o casionarios, el titulo para y beneficio completo de todos
los derechos cedidos sin cargo adicional a dicho Cesionario o sus sucesores o
cesionarios, pero a costas suya o suyas.

Y se le solicita al Comisionado de' Marcas y Patentes que emita dichas
patentes, cuando se concedan, de acuerdo con esta venta y cesion.

Por consideracidn con lo antes dicho, hemos vendido, cedido, transferido y
traspasado y por la presente vendemos, cedemos, transferimos y traspasamos a
dicho Cesionario, sus sucesores o cesionarios, o los designados de cualquiera de
ellos, un cien por ciento (100%) no dividido de la totalidad del derecho, titulo e
intarés en y para cualquier cualquiera y todas las patentes para dichas invenciones
las cuales puedan ser concedidas en palses extranjeros a Estados Unidos, y en y
para cualquier solictud de patente que pueda ser presentada para dichas
invenciones en palises extranjeros a Estados Unidos, y en y para las invenciones
descritas en dichas solicitudes; y por la presente autorizamos y damos poder a
dicho Cesionario y sus sucesores, cesionarios o designados, a solicitar patentes u
otras formas de proteccion sobre dichas invenciones a su nombre o a nombre de
sus sucesores, cesionarios o designados, en cualquiera o todos los paises donde
pueda ser deseable presentar tales solicitudes, y donde puedan presentarse dichas
solicitudes por alguien diferente al inventor; y por la presente acordamos y
aceptamos ceder todos los documentos y dibujos, tomar todos log juramentos
apropiados, ejecutar todas la declaraciones juradas por escrito apropiadas, y
realizar todos los actos necesarios 0 requeridos para obtener y mantener las
patentesa u otra forma de proteccién para dichas invenciones en paises extranjeros a
estados Unidos, y para investigar o confirmar el derecho y titulo de las mismas en €}
Cesionario, sus sucesores, cesionarios o designados, pero a expensas suyas.

(Firma) {Firma})
Paul ENDRES Stephen R. KUREK
(Fima) Fim
Anthony TUFANO Dennis ODDSEN
ESTADO DE NEW YORK )
)ss.:
CONDADO DE QUEENS )

En este 22 de julio de 2003, ante mi personaimente aparecié Paul ENDRES,
Stephen R. KUREK, Anthony TUFANO, y Dennis ODDSEN, a quienes conozco
personaimente, y quien fimo el instrumento anterior, y quienes firmaron el
instrumento anterior en mi presencia, y reconocieron debidamente que el mismo as
su acto y accién libre.

{(Firma)
Notario Padblico

Hay un sello que dice:
VERONICA A PARSOLANO
Notario Publico — Estado de New York
NO. 01PAG009683
Calificado en el Condado de Queens
Mi comisién expira 7-6-2006
PATENTE
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APOSTILLE A
(Convention de La Haye du 5 octobre 1961)

1. Country: United States of America

This public document
2. has been signed by T. Lawrence

3. acting in the capacity of Certifying Officer

4. bears the seal/stamp of Patent and Trademark Office

Certified

5. at Washington, D.C.

6. the twenty-first of March, 2006

7. by Assistant Authentication Officer, United States Department of State

8. No. 06015158-6

9. Seal/Stamp:
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office

March 16, 2006
A
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT ANNEXED IS A TRUE COPY FROM THE '

RECORDS OF THIS OFFICE OF ADOCUMENT RECORDED ON
AUGUST 11, 2004.

By Authority of the

Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property
and Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office

(*0 b pomee

T. LAWRENCE
Certifying Officer
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CONFIRMATORY
ASSIGNMENT

WHEREAS, WE, Paul ENDRES of 4 Clearwater Drive, Plainview,
New York 11803; Stephen R. KUREK of 66-32 Aldertan Street, Rego Park,
New Yark 11374; Anthony TUFANO of 9 Carol Conrt, North Massapecqus, New
York 11758 mnd Dennis A. ODDSEN of 54 Peterborough Drive, Eatons Neck, New
York 11768, citizens of the United States of Amevica, hereinafter called "Assignors”,
have made certain inventions identified and described in Schedole A, hereto
(hereinafter the “Inventions”™); and

WHEREAS, LEVITON MANUFACTURING CO.,INC., a
Delaware corporation, with a place of business at 59-25 Little Neck Parkway,
Litle Neck, NY 11362, hereinbelow called "Assignee”, was our employer as of
the time the Inventions wers made and is desirous of confirming it has secured an
undivided Ons Hundred Percent (100%) of the entire right, title and intexest in and
to the said inventions, applications and Letters Patant, when granted, and in and to
ayy divisions, continustions, continuations-in-part, improvements, reissues or
exiensions that may be made or granted on any of thex;

NOW, THERERORE, BE IT KNOWN that for and in consideration
of the sum of One Doller ($1.00) to us in hand paid by the seid Assignee, and other
good and valuable consideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, we,
the said Assignors, hereby confinn that we have sold, assigned, transferred and set
over, and by these presents do hereby sell, assign, transfer and set over unto the
snid Assignee, its successors and assigng, an undivided One Hundred Percent
(100%) of the entire right, title and interest throughout the world in and to the said
Inventions, apphuuonundl.ﬂtm?mt.whmgrmwd.mdinmdtoany
divisions, contiouations, contipuations-in-part, improvements, reissues or
extenajons that may be made or granted on any of them;

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same to the full end of the term or

texmns for which said Letters Patent may be gramted, as fully and completely as the
same might be held by us had this sale and assignment not been made.

1 PATENT

BB-11/2004 18:55 GREENBERG/TRAUR1G + 419% ND. 4981

REEL: 015022 FRAME: 0497
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For the consideration aforesaid, we hereby covenant and agree to
and with the said Assignee, its successors and assigns that whenever itz counsel or
representative, or the counsel or representative of its successors or assigns, shall
advise that formal application papers must be executed or an amendment to, or a
division of, or any other proceeding or action in comnection with said
applhication(s) or Inventions, including interference proceedings, is lawful and
desirable, or that a reissue or continuation, continuation-in-part or extension of
said Letters Patent is lawful end desireble, we will gign all papers and drawings,
take all rightful oaths and affidavits, and do all acts necessary or required to be
done for the reissue or continuation, continpation-in-pert or extension of same, and
will do all acts necessary or required to secure to the said Assignee, its successars

.andas!ism.ﬂletiﬂetoandﬂmbmeﬂtofluﬁghuhﬂebyuﬁped.wiﬂmnt
W charpe to said Assignes or its successom or assigns, but at ite or their expense.

AND the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks is requested to
issue the said Letters Patent, when granted, in accordance with this sale and

assigmment.

For the consideration aforesaid, we have sold, assigned, transferred

.and set over and by these presents do sell, asaign, ransfer and set over unto the
said Assignee, its successors and assigns, or the nominees of any of them, an
undivided One Hundred Percent (100%) of the entire right, title and interest in and
to any and all Letters Patent for said Inventions which may be gramted in countries
foreign to the United States, and in and to any applications for Letters Patent
which may be filed for said'Inventions in countries foreign to the United States,
and in and to the Inventions described in said applications; and we hereby
authorize and empower said Assignee and its succéssors, assigns or nominees, to
apply for Letters Patent or other form of protection on said Inventions in its owa
. name or in the name of its successors, assigns or nominees, in any or all countrics

where it may desire to file such applications, and where said applications may be
filed by another other than the inventor; and we hereby covenant and agree to sign
all papers and drawings, teke all rightful ouths, execute all rightful affidavits, and
do all acts necessary or required to be done for the procurement and maintenance
of Letters Patent or other form of protection for said Inventions in countries
foreign to the United States, and for further investing or confirming the right and
title thereto in the Assignee, its successors, assigns or nominees, but at its or their
expense further investing or

2 - PATENT
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confirming the right and title thereto in the Assignee, its successors, assigns or
nominess, but at its or their expense.

G2 Pl

Paul ENDRES

Apte R, Bret

Stephen R. KUREK

it

A. ODDSEN

STATE OF NEW YORK )
)es.:
COUNTY OF QUEENS )

Ounthis /) day of AuewST 2004 before me personally
appcarcd Pavl ENDRES, Stephen R, KUREK, Anthomy TUFANO and
Dennis A. ODDSEN to me personally known, and who signed the foregoing
instrument in my presence, and duly acknowledged the same to be their free act
and deed.

3 PATENT
REEL: 0165022 FRAME: 0499
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SCHEDULE A

U.S. Patent Application No.: 10/358,688
Filing Date: June 1, 2004
Title: Rocker Paddle Switch with Flexible Cam Dxiver

REC RDED: 08/11/2004

) o
18:55 GREENBERG-TRAURIG + 41912#010009H1 \/%

0267-001-2030CIP2
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TRADUCCION AL ESPANOL del Documento de Cesién a Leviton
Manufacturing Co., Inc. fimado por los cedentes y el cesionario.

APOSTILLA
(Convencién de La Haya del 5 de octubre de 1961)

1. Palis: Estados Unidos de América

Este documento publico
2. ha sido fimado por T. Lawrence
3. actuando en capacidad de Funcionario que Certifica
4, lleva el sello/timbre de la Oficina de marcas y patentes

Certificado

S. en Washington D.C.

6. el veintiuno de marzo de 2006

7. por el Funcionario de autenticacién asistente, Departamento de Estado
de Estados Unidos

8. No. 08015158-6

9. Selloftimbre 10. Fima

(Firma)
Sonya N. Johnson
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LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA
A TODO AQUEL QUE PUEDA LLEGARLE LA PRESENTE:

DEPARTAMENTO DE COMERCIO DE ESTADOS UNIDOS
Oficina de Marcas y Patentes de Estados Unidos

Marzo 16 de 2008

ESTE ES PARA CERTIFICAR QUE EL ANEXO ES UNA COPIA
VERDADERA DE LOS ARCHIVOS DE ESTA OFICINA DE UN
DOCUMENTO ARCHIVADO EL Agosto 11 de 2004.

Por autoridad del
Subsecretario de Comercio para la Propiedad Intelectual
y Director de la Oficina de Marcas y Patente de Estados Unidos

T. LAWRENCE
. Funcionario que Certifica
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Expediente N§. 0267-001-2030CIP2
CESION

CONSIDERANDO QUE, NOSOTROS, Paul ENDRES de 4 Clearwater Drive,
Plainview, New York 11803; Stsphen R. KUREK de 66-32 Alderton Street, Rego
Park, New York 11374; Anthony TUFANO de © Carol Court, North Massapequa,
New York 11785 y Dennis ODDSEN de 54 Peterborough Drive, Eatons neck, New
York 11768, ciudadanos de Estados Unidos de América, en adelante denominados
"Cedentes”, hemos hecho ciertas invenciones identificadas y descritas en el Anexo
A (en adelante las “Invenciones"); y

CONSIDERANDO QUE, LEVITON MANUFACTURING: CO., INC., una
corporacién de Delaware, con oficinas en 59-25 Little Neck parkway, Little Neck, NY
11382, en adelante denominado "Cesionario®, esta deseosa de asegurar un cien por
ciento (100%) sin dividir de la totalidad del derecho, titulo e interés en y para dichas
invenciones y solicitudes de patente, cuando sean concedidas, y en y para cualquier
divisién, continuacién, continuacién parcial, mejora, reemisién o extension que
puedan hacerse o concaderse sobre cualquiera de ellas;

AHORA, POR LO TANTO, TENGASE POR SABIDO que por y en
consideracién de la suma de un délar ($1.00) que dicho Cesionario nos pagd en la
mano, y otra consideracién buena y valiosa, el recibo de ia cual 88 reconoce por la
presents, nosotros, los Cedentes, hemos vendido, cedido, transferido y
traspasamos, y por la presente vendemos, cademos, transferimos y traspasamos a
dicho Cesionario, sus sucesores y cesionarios, un cien por ciento (100%) sin dividir
de la totalidad del derecho, titulo e inferés alrededor del mundo en y para dichas
invenciones, solicitudes de patente, cuando se concedan, y en y para cualquier
divisiéon, continuacién, continuacién parcial, mejora, reemisién o extensién que
pueda hacerse o concederse sobre cualquiera de ellas;

PARA EL MISMO QUE SEA TENIDO hasta el fin del término o términos para
los cuales se concedan dichas patentes, tan total y completaments como serian
tenidos los mismos si no se hubiera hecho esta cesidn.
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Por consideracién con lo antes dicho, por la nte acordamos Yy
aceptamos para y con dicho Cesionario, sus sucesores y cesionarios que cuando
sea que su abogado o representante, o el abogado o representante de sus
sucesores o0 cesionarios, aconsejen que se deban ejecutar documentos de cesion
formales o una comeccion a, © una divisién de, o cualquier otro procedimiento o
accién en conexion con dicha solicitud o invenciones, incluyendo procesos de
interferencia, sea legal y deseable, ¢ que una continuacidn o reemision,
continuacién parcial o extension de dichas patentes sea legal o deseable,
fiimaremos todos los documentos y dibujos, tomaremos todos los juramenios y
deciaraciones juradas por escrito, y realizaremos todos los actos necesarios 0 que
requieran para la reemision o continuacién, continuacién parcial o extensiéon de las
mismas, y haremos todos los actos necesarios o requeridos para asegurarie a dicho
cesionario, sus sucesores o cesionarios, el titulo para y beneficio completo de todos
los derechos cedidos sin cargo adicional a dicho Cesionario o sus sucesores o
cesionarios, pero a costas suya o suyas.

Y se le solicita al Comisionado de Marcas y Patentes que emita dichas
patentes, cuando se concedan, de acuerdo con esta venta y cesion.

Por consideracién con lo antes dicho, hemos vendido, cedido, transferido y
traspasado y por la presente vendemos, cedemos, transferimos y traspasamos a
dicho Cesionario, sus sucesores o cesionarios, o los designados de cualquiera de
elios, un cien por ciento (100%) no dividido de la totalidad del derecho, titulo e
interés en y para cualquier cuaiquiera y todas las patentes para dichas invenciones
las cuales puedan ser concedidas en palses extranjeros a Estados Unidos, yeny
para cualquier solictud de patente que pueda ser presentada para dichas
invenciones en paises extranjeros a Estados Unidos, y en y para las invenciones
descritas en dichas solicitudes; y por la presente autorizamos y damos poder a
dicho Cesionario y sus sucesores, cesionarios o designados, a solicitar patentes u
otras formas de proteccién sobre dichas invenciones a su nombre o a nombre de
sus sucesores, cesionarios o designados, en cualquiera o todos los paises donde
pueda ser deseable presentar tales solicitudes, y donde puedan presentarse dichas
solictudes por alguien diferente al inventor; y por la presente acordamos y
aceptamos ceder todos los documentos y dibujos, tomar todos los juramentos
apropiados, ejecutar todas la declaraciones juradas por escrito apropiadas, y
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realizar todos los actoe necesarios o requeridos para obtener y mantener las
patentes u otra forma de proteccién para dichas invenciones en paises extranjeros a
Estados Unidos, y para investigar o confirnar el derecho y titulo de las mismas en el
Cesionario, sus sucesores, cesionarios o designados, pero a expensas suyas.

(Firma)
Paul ENDRES

(Firma)
Stephen R. KUREK

(Firma)
Anthony TUFANO

(Firma)
Dennis ODDSEN

ESTADO DE NEW YORK )
) 88.:
CONDADO DE QUEENS )

En este 10 de agosto de 2004, ante mi personaimente aparecieron Paul
ENDRES, Stephen R. KUREK, Anthony TUFANO, y Dennis ODDSEN, a quienes
conozco personalmente, y quien firmo el instrumento anterior, y quienes firmaron el
instrumento anterior en mi presencia, y reconocieron debidamente que el mismo es
su acto y accion libre.

Firma)
Notario Publico

Hay un sello que dice:

VERONICA A PARSOLANO

Notario Publico — Estado de New York
NO. 01PAG008683

Calificado en el Condado de Queens
Mi comisién expira 7-8-2008
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ROBUST ROCKER SWITCH MECHANISM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to the field of electrical wiring devices such as, by
way of example only, electrical switches and receptacles of the type installed in building walls,
and more specifically to a robust electrical wiring device system whose components may be
modular and interchangeable and which provide a substantially unified blended appearance when
combined with one another. The present patent specification describes such a robust system and,
in whole or in part, is common in part to several patent applications whose claims vary and/or are
directed to portions and/or components of the robust system.

Description of the Related Art
When modifying the wiring in an existing building, whether public, commercial or
residential by adding a wiring device such as a switch, a recepiacle or a combination of a
receptacle and a switch, it is necessary to cut a hole in a wall of the building, install a box within
the hole, attach the box to a vertical stud, for example, and install the wiring device(s) into the
box. In new construction, the box is attached to a stud of an open wall and, thereafier, the wall, ndl
which may be sheet rock having an opening for access to the box, is placed over the studs. The
conventional wall box has pairs of mounting cars for mounting the wiring devices to the box.
After the wiring devices are connected to the various conductors they will service, each is
fastened with threaded fasteners (sometimes referred to as bolts or screws, and these terms are
used interchangesbly herein) to a pair of ears on the box. The process of connecting a wiring B
device to various conductors and then attaching the wiring device with the attached wires to the
box is done for each wiring device located within the box. Thereafter, a wall plate is typically
positioned around or over each of the wiring devices in the box. _
Typical installations can include a single wiring device or multiple wiring devices
positioned side by side in a common box. In installations where there are multiple wiring
devices in & common box, the installation of the wall plate can be time consuming. This is so
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because a wall plate for use with multiple wiring devices has a separate window opening for each
wiring device. Thus, the wiring devices must be aligned with each other, must be positioned
panalle] to each other and must be spaced from each other by a distance that is dictated by the
spacing between the openings or windows in the wall plate. Misalignment and positioning
problems are often caused by wall boxes that are skewed relative to the wall or by walls which
may not be flat. It is only after all of the wiring devices are accurately positioned relative to cach
other that a wall plate can be installed around the wiring devices.

A common type of electrical wiring device in use today is the rocker type Decora-
branded electrical switch whose activating member pivots about a centrally located horizontal
axis. The trademark Decora is owned by the assignee of the present invention. To operate, the
rocker switch actuating member is pushed in at the top to supply electricity to a load such as a
light, and is pushed in at the bottom to disconnect the source of electricity from the load. Thus,
with two or more rocker type of switches positioned side by side in a box, the actuating members
of the switches can be in opposite positions at any one time. For example, with two rocker type
switches positioned side-by-side in a box, what will be called the top edge associated with the
“on state or position” of the actuating member of one switch will be flush with the top surface of
the wall plate when in its on position while, at the same time, the top edge of the adjacent switch
will be flush with the bottom surface defining the opening of the wall plate when in its off
position. This in-out positioning of adjacent switches can also occur when both switches are in
their on or off state if one or each of the switches is a 3-way or 4-way switch. The irregular in-
out positioning of adjacent switches, particularly with 3-way and 4-way switches, can create
operational uncertainty in the mind of the user as to which switch is in the on position and which
switch is in the off position when subsequent activation or deactivation of less than all of the
rocker switches is required by a user.

Thus, what is needed is a rocker type of switch that is always in the same position i.e.,
bottom edge out, top edge in, regardless of its state of conduction, i.c., on or off. What is also
needed is a switch which, when positioned side by side with another or other switches in a
common box, that the switches are always aligned with each other regardless of whether they are
in their on state or off state.

Copy provided by UBPTO from the IFW image Database on 03/15/2008
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

There is disclosed a robust on-off switch operated by pushing on the lower portion of a
rocker paddle to turn the switch on or off. The lower edge of the rocker paddle pivots in and out
about its top or upper edge. Bias means urges the lower portion of the rocker paddle to always
be in its out position whether the switch is in the “on” state or position or the “off “state or
position. The rocker paddie of the switch is not located within a frame and has, along its vertical
axis, a contour of positive first differential and zero second differential, comprised of a
combination of splines which extend between points of varying distances from a datum plane.
The contour has zero second differential when the rute of height increase of individual splines is
constant.

An actuator coupled to the rocker paddle (the face) of the switch causes a cam to rotate in
a clockwise direction and in & counter clockwise direction as the rocker paddle is alternately

depressed.

The rocker paddie pivots about its top edge and repeated pressing on the lower portion of
the rocker paddle, the face plate, causes the actuator to alternately rotate the cam in a clockwise
direction and in a counter-clockwise direction. Alternate rotation of the cam drives a slider
member having a triangular shaped position determining cam follower along a first and a second
opposite direction along a common linear axis. A cam shaped leaf spring cooperates with the
triangular shaped cam follower to aid in the movement of the slider and determines its at rest
position. An indicator such as a light can be used to indicate the state of conduction of the
switch.

The foregoing has outlined, rather broadly, a preferred blending feature, for example, of
the present invention so that those skilled in the art may better understand the detailed
description of the invention that follows. Additional features of the invention will be described
hereinafter that form the subject of the claims of the invention. Those skilled in the art should
appreciate that they can readily use the disclosed conception and specific embodiment as a basis
for designing or modifying other structures for carrying out the same purposes of the present
invention and that such other structures do not depart from the gpirit and scope of the invention
in its broadest form.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other aspects, features, and advantages of the present invention will become more fully
apparent from the following detailed description, the appended claim, and the accompanying
drawings in which similar elements are given similar reference numerals.

Fig 1 is a front perspective view of a wall plate installed around a rocker switch of a prior
art device;

Fig. 2 is an exploded view of the switch, attachment plate and wall plate of the prior art
device of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a front perspective view of a rocker paddle switch in accordance with the
principles of the instant invention installed within a wall plate;

Fig. 4 is an exploded view of the rocker paddle switch, alignment plate and wall plate;

Fig. 5 is a front perspective view of the alignment plate for a single wiring device;

Fig. 6 is a front perspective view of the rocker paddle switch of Fig. 3 and an exploded
view of a multi-function clip attached to each end of the ground strap of the rocker paddle
switch;

Fig. 7 is a front perspective view of the wall plate;

Fign. 8A-8D are sectional views along the lines 8A-8A to 8D-8D of Fig. 7.

Fig. 9 is a view along the line 9-9 of Fig. 7;

Fig. 10 is a side sectional view of the wall plate of Fig. 7 being held in place by the
latching pawls of multi-function clips;

Fig. 11 is a fragmentary enlarged side elevation of the latching pawl of the multi-function
clip engaging the saw-tooth rack of the wall plate;

Fig. 12 is a fragmentary, enlarged side elevation in section of the wall plate and tab of the
alignment plate to indicate how the two components can be separated following latching;

Fig. 13 is a bottom perspective view of the rocker paddle switch;

Fig. 14 is an exploded view of a single pole rocker paddle switch;
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Fig. 15 is a perspective of the single pole rocker paddle switch base assembly;

Fig. 16'is an exploded view of the single pole rocker paddle switch base assembly;

Fig 17 is another exploded view of the single pole rocker paddle switch;

Fig. 18 is still another exploded view of the single pole rocker paddle switch;

Fig. 19 is a view along the line 19-19 of Fig, 3;

Fig. 20 is an exploded view of a box, alignment plate and wall plate for two wiring
devices;

Fig. 21 is an exploded view of an alignment plate and wall plate for three wiring devices;
and,

Fig. 22 is am exploded view of an alignment plate and wall plate for four wiring devices.

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring to Fig. 1, there is illustrated a front perspective view of a Decora electrical
wall-type switch 18, a wall plate 16, as part of an assembly 10 of the prior art. Referring to Fig.
2, there is shown un exploded view of wall box 13, switch 18, attachment plato 30 and wall plate
16 of the prior art device of Fig. 1. A suitable aperture is cut into a wall to provide access for the
box 13 mounted to a stud 15, or to permit installation of a suitable box to an adjacent stud or
directly to the material of the wall (such as plasterboard). The box 13 is chosen to be large
cnough to accept as many wiring devices as are needed to be mounted therein. The box 13 is
mede of metal or plastic, depending upon local Code requirements and has one or more openings
in its aides or back to permit the introduction of electrical wiring or cables into the interior of the
box 13. Box 13 has mounting means 19 to permit the box to be anchored to the adjacent stud 15.
The box supports a pair of mounting ears 21 for each wiring device that is to be mounted within
the box. Each mounting ear conteins a threaded aperture 23 to which can be fastened the
threaded mounting bolts (sometimes referred to as screws) of the wiring device such as, for
example, rocker switch 18 or a receptacle. In the normal order of assembly, electrical cables are
passed through knock out openings 17, for example, to the interior of the box. The ends of the
electrical cables are stripped of insulation and attached to terminals (contacts) on the side or rear
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of the body 20 of the switch 18 or a receptacle. After the electrical cables are attached to
terminals on the side or rear of the body of the switch, the switch is pushed into the box and held
in position by screws (not shown) that are passed through clearance openings such as elongated
mounting slots 25 and threaded into openings 23 of ears 21 so as to mount switch 18 within and
to the box 13. Thereafter, attachment plate 30 is positioned around the front of the switch and
secured to the switch with mounting screws 26 which pass through clearance openings 32 in the
aitachment plate and are threaded into openings 24 formed in the mounting/ground strap of the
wiring device. Attachment plate 30 also contains a main aperture 34 of a shape complimentary
with the profile of the front of the switch 18 which extends through it. The aperture 34 in Fig. 2
is rectangular to accept the front of the switch 18. The head of the screw which passes through
aperiure 25 of switch 18 and engages threaded opening 23 of mounting cars 21 is larger than the
aperture 25 and, therefore, holds switch 18 captive to the box 13 and to the wall surface (not
shown). In a similar manner, the head of the screw which passes through aperture 32 of the
attachment plate 30 and engages threaded opening 24 of the ground strap of the switch is larger
than the aperture 32 and, therefore, holds attachment plate 30 captive to the switch 18,

At each of the ends 36, 38 respectively, of aftachment plate 30 are two latching pawls 40,
42, Pawls or edges 40 and 42 are formed as extensions of attachment plate 30 but are thinner in
cross-section. Each end 36, 38 also terminates in an angled leg 48 which extends at about a 45
degree angle with respect to the horizontal edge of ends 36, 38 of wall plate 30.

Wall plate 16 is proportioned to fit around attachment plate 30 and over the front of the
box 13 into which the single wiring device, rocker switch 18, is placed and to which it is
fagtened.

To attach wall plate 16 to attachment plate 30, pawls 40, 42 of attachment plate 30 are

made to engage saw-tooth shaped racks 80 on the inner surfaces of end walls 70 and 72 of wall
plate 16 as the wall plate is pushed in.

Fig. 3 is a front perspective view of & wiring device such as a rocker paddle switch 110
and wall plate 138 in accordance with the principles of the present invention. The switch can
include a small window 111 behind which is located a light source to indicate the state of
operation of the switch. Thus, the presence of light can indicate that the switch is “off”, and the
absence of light can indicate that the switch is “on™. The switch is actuated, i.e., tumed off and
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on, by pressing in on the lower end 112 of the face of the rocker paddie. Release of finger
pressure on the paddie allows the paddle to retum to its at rest “out” position. Repeated pressing
and releasing of finger pressure on the lower end of the paddle alternately tumns the switch “on”
and “off”. A slot 74 located in the bottom end of the wall plate 138 is provided to facilitate
removal of the wall plate. Fig. 4 is an exploded view of the embodiment of the present invention
illustrated in Fig. 3. Fig. 4 illustrates an alignment plate 114 (more fully disclosed in Fig. §, and
the description that relates thereto) having alignment pins 118 positioned to engage what is
deacribed in this specification as a multi-function clip 130 (more fully disclosed in Fig. 6 and the
description that relates thereto) located on the ends 122 of the ground strap 123 of rocker paddle
switch 110. The ground strap 123 can be of sheet metal and provides a cradle like support for
holding the switch in a wall box. As shown in Fig. 2, (but not in Fig. 4) a box large enough to
accept as many wiring devices as are needed is mounted in a wall. The box is made of metal or
plastic, has one or more openings in its side or back to permit the introduction of cables into the
interior of the box and has mounting means to permit the box to be anchored to an adjscent stud.
Electrical cables are passed through knock out openings to the interior of the box and the ends of
the electrical cables are stripped of insulation in preparation for attaching the cables to the
switch. The box supports pairs of mounting ears. Each mounting ear contains a threaded
aperture to receive a mounting screw of a wiring device such as, for example, rocker paddie
switch 110. After the wires in the box are attached to terminals on the switch, the switch is
attached to alignment plate 114 by multi-function clips 130 which engage alignment pins 118 on
the alignment plate 114, and the switch and alignment plate are then coupled to the box and wall
surface by means of screws 108. Thereafter, wall plate 138 is placed around the switch, the
alignment plate 114 and the box assembly and held in place by outwardly extending edges 140 or
pawls at the ends of the multi-function clips which, in turn, engage saw tooth racks on the wall
plate 138 as described in detail below.

The rocker paddle switch 110 of the present invention can be implemented in a number
of preferred embodiments, including single-pole, single-throw; single-pole, double- throw;
double-pole, single-throw; and double-pole, double throw for 3 wire or 4 wire circuit
arrangements.

Referring to Fig. 5, there is shown a perspective view of the alignment plate 114 of Fig,
4, Alignment plate 114, which can be composed of metal such as cold rolled steel or the like, is
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formed with a centrally located opening 116 sized to accept the body of & wiring device such as
switch 110 or a receptacle. Centrally located at opposite ends of the opening 116 and contiguous
with the opening 116 are two clearance openings 117 which provide clearance for mounting
screws 108 used to secure the switch 110 or a receptacle and alignment plate 114 to box 13.
Located beyond the outer edge of each clearance opening 117 is an alignment pin 118. The
alignment pins are used to engage openings (134 of Fig. 6) in multi-function clips 130 attached
to the ends 122 of the ground strap 123 of the rocker paddle switch or a receptacle. Alignment
plate 114 supports a tab 120 that projects outward from an end 119 (typically the lower end when
on a wall) and is used to facilitate removal of a wall plate from around the face of a switch or
receptacle. The outside dimensions of the alignment plate arc such that it can extend beyond at
least one dimension of the box in which the switch is installed and has length and width
dimensions which are less than the wall plate to which it is attached. The alignment plate
illustrated in Fig. 5 is formed or configured for a single wiring device.

The alignment plate 114 helps to overcome difficulties encountered with respect to
mounting and positioning wiring devices such as multiple switches, a switch and a receptacle, or
multiple receptacles to a box prior to attaching a wall plate. Some of the difficulties encountered
are positioning the wiring devices to be in alignment with each other, positioning the wiring
devices to be parallel to each other, adjusting the spacing between the devices to be equal and
uniform and positioning all of the devices to be flat against the wall. These deficiencies are
overcome by the alignment plate 114 which hag a single opening 116 with no separating
members, is sized to receive one or more wiring devices, has a pair of alignment pins 118 for
receiving, holding and accurately positioning each wiring device, contains clearance openings
117 aligned with each set of alignment pins 118 for receiving mounting screws and supports at
least one tab 120 which can be used when it is desired to remove the wall plate from the wiring
device. Each set of alignment pins on the alignment plate is located on a vertical axis which
substantially defines the center for a wiring device and each wiring device has 8 multi-function
clip 130 at each end of the ground strap 123 for frictionally receiving and holding captive an
alignment pin 118, The alignment pins 118 accurately poaition, align and locate all of the wiring
devices relative to each other. The alignment plate is attached to the wiring device and the
assemblage is attached to a wall box by means of mounting screws. Thereafter during the
instaliation process, a wall plate 138 is positioned around the wiring devices without requiring
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further adjustments, and the wall plate is attached by simply pressing the wall plate in toward the
wall.

Referring to Fig. 6, there is illustrated an electrical wall-type rocker paddle switch 110
around which the wall plate 138 can be positioned. The switch 110 has a rocker paddle 112 that
pivots about an axis at its upper end and is biased by a spring member located beneath the paddle
to assume the same at-rest out position when either in its on position or off position. Repeated
pressing and relessing on the face of the switch rocker paddle 112 alternately closes and opens a
get of contacts within the switch to alternately connect and disconnect a load such as a light from
a source of electricity each time the paddle is pressed and released. Thus, regardless of whether
adjacent switches are on-off switches, 3-way switches or 4-way switches, the top and bottom
edges of all of the switchea will always be aligned with each other. An on-off indicator such as a
light 111, or a flag, mechanical protrusion of the like can be provided to indicate to a user when
the switch is in its on position or off pogition. The rocker paddle of the switch is frameless, it is
not located within a frame, and has a face surface which follows or blends with the contour and
shape of the wall plate, thereby presenting a substantially unified and aesthetically pleasing
appearance. However, because there is no frame, care must be exercised to ensure that the sides
of the rocker paddie do not touch, bind or interfere with the wall plate. The rocker paddie of the
switch has a length-width ratio dimension that is proportioned to provide a finger contact surface
of increased area to allow a user to more easily and quickly identify and operate a specific
switch,

Switch 110 (Fig. 6) contains a mounting/ground strap 123 having ends 122 which provide
support for multi-function clips 130 by means of fasteners 121 such as screws, rivets, spot welds
or the like. Each end 122 can be rectangular in shape and supports two openings 126 and 128.
Opening 126 can be oval, square or rectangular in shape and is a clearance opening for mounting
screws 108 which may be provided by the manufacturer of the wiring device for attaching the
wiring device to the box. The distance between centers of openings 126 of ends 122 on the
ground strap 123 is substantially equal to the distance between the centers of openings 23 in cars
2] of box 13 (sec Fig. 2) to allow mounting screws 108 in openings 126 to engage and be held
captive by the threaded openings 23. It is to be noted that clesrance openings 117 in alignment
plate 114 (sce Fig. 5) are clearance openings for mounting screws 108. Openings 128 in the lugs
122 are clearance openings for alignment pins 118 of alignment plate 114,
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Continuing with Fig. 6, multi-function clips 130 can be composed of, for example,
phosphor bronze, spring brass, spring steel or the like and are securely attached to the ends 122
of the ground strap 123 of switch 110. Each clip 130 contains a first opening 132 which is
aligned during assembly with opening 126 in strap end 122 and a second opening 134 which is
aligned during assembly with opening 128 in the strap end. Opening 132 can be oval or
rectangular in shape to allow a mounting screw to be positioned off-center. A substantially
centrally aligned projection 136 bent at a slight downward angle toward the body of the switch is
provided to engage and hold captive the threaded body of mounting screw 108. Engagement of
projection 136 with the mounting screw 108 additionally provides a good electrical connection
between the ground strap 123 of the switch 110, the mounting screw and the box to insure that
the switch is electrically connected to ground. The screw which passes through openings 132
and 126 of the switch and opening 117 of the alignment plate 114, threads into opening 23 in the
box to hold the switch and alignment plate to the box. The openings 132 and 126 are gized to
allow the screw to be moved Isterally to compensate for slight misalignments that may occur.
Opening 134 in multi-function clip 130 is substantially circular and supports three inwardly
projecting members 133 bent outward at a slight angle away from the switch body. The ends of
the three projecting members 133 form an opening slightly smatler than the outer diameter of
alignment pins 118 on alignment plate 114 and are designed to resiliently flex slightly as the
alignment pin is inserted into and through opening 134 from the rear. The ends of projecting
members 133 frictionally engage and hold captive alignment pins 118 to prevent the easy
removal of the alignment pins from the multi-function clips. Located at the end of clip 130 are
two tabs 140 which function to engage and hold a wall plate. The end of each tab 140 has a
double bend similar to a zero to 360 degree sine wave curve which engage saw tooth racks 80 on
the inside ends of the wall plate to hold the wall plate captive (See Figs. 10 and 11, and the
description which relates thereto). It should be clear by now and from the further description
below that multi-function clip 130 is just that, a device which substantially simultaneously serves
a plurality of functions in a manner unknown to the prior art.

The multi-function clip overcomes the difficulties encountered with respect to mounting
one or more electrical wiring devices to a common box and then accurately positioning the
wiring devices relative to each other prior to attaching a wall plate. Some of the difficulties
encountered when aftaching a wall plate around wiring devices are, by way of example:
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positioning the wiring devices to be in alignment with each other, locating the wiring devices to
be parallel to each other, adjusting the spacing between the different wiring devices to be equal,
uniform and non-interfering, and fixing all of the wiring devices to be flat against the wall. Each
wiring device according to the present invention has at an end of the ground strap 123 a multi-
function clip 130 that has locating openings 134 for engaging alignment pins 118 on the
alignment plate 114. The pins 118 on the alignment plate, when engaged by the close clearance
locating openings in the multi-function clips, accurately positions the wiring devices relative to
each other to allow a wall plate to be attached around the wiring devices without any initial or
subsequent adjustment being needed. Each set or pair of alignment pins 118 on the alignment
plate arc located on a substantially vertical axis which accurately defines the center of the wiring
device, although other alignments can also be provided. The openings 134 in a pair of multi-
function clips receive and hold captive a pair of coopersting alignment pins 118. The multi-
fimction clips, in cooperative combination with the alignment pins, serve to accurately position
and align all of the wiring devices mounted on the attachment plate. After the wiring device(s)
are sttached to the alignment plate, the attachment plate and attached wiring devices are attached
to a wall box by means of mounting screws which pass through openings 132 of the multi-
ﬁmcﬁonclipsmdopmingll?ofmchmentplatell4topmvideuubstanﬁ_nllyﬂatrigid

During assembly, the electrical cables in the box are stripped of insulation and are
attached to terminals on the side or back of the switch. After the wires are attached to the switch,
the alignment plate is held vertically in front of the switch and parallel to the switch, The top of
the switch is now rotated what will be called downward from its vestical position, until it is
horizontal and, while in its horizontal position, the end of the switch that was initially up is
passed through opening 116 of the alignment plate which is in its vertical position. After the
switch is passed completely through the opening of the alignment plate, the switch is rotated
back to its initial vertical pogition. At this time the alignment plate is positioned around the
electrical wires and is located behind the switch. The distance between the alignment plate and
the switch is now reduced until the front face of the alignment plate contacts the back face of the
ends of the ground strap. As the alignment plate is moved toward the wiring devices, or vice
versa, the alignment pins 118 of the alignment plate enter openings 128 in the strap 123 and
openings 134 in multi-function clips 130. As the alignment pins enter openings 134, they force
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the upwardly bent projections 133 to resiliently move and spread apart to allow the alignment
pins 118 to fully enter openings 134. The ends of the upwardly bent projections 133 engage and
hold captive the alignment pins 118. The switch which is now attached to the alignment plate
and is connected to the electrical wires, is inserted into the box. As the switch is being inserted
into the box, screws 108 located in openings 132 in the multi-function clips and clearance
openings 117 in alignment plate 114 are aligned with and threaded into openings 23 of the box to
hold both the alignment plate and switch to the box and wall surface. The head of the screw
which passes through opening 126 of the end of the mounting strap of the switch and opening
132 in the clip is larger than either opening and, therefore, holds switch 110 and alignment plate
114.

The wall plate is now placed over the installed switch. It is to be noted (see Figs. 3, 4 and
6) that the rocker paddle 112 of the switch 110 is not located within a frame. Thus, the switch
must be accurately positioned to insure that the rocker paddle is free to move in and out without
contacting or interfering with an adjacently positioned wiring device or the wall plate. Each
multi-function clip 130 contains at least two projecting latching pawls 140. See Fig. 6. Each
latching pawl has a double curve similar to a three hundred sixty degree gine wave-type curve.
Afier the switch is attached to the alignment plate, the two latching pawls 140 of a multi-function
clip will be located on either side of tab 120 of the alignment plate. Tab 120 functions as a tool
pivot point to allow the wall plate 138 to be removed from around the switch. A slot 74 in the
lower edge of the wall plate 138 provides access for the insertion of a small flat tool such as a
screw driver to facilitate removal of the wall plate from the switch.

Wall plate 138 is proportioned to fit over alignment plate 114 as well as the box within
which the switch 110 is located. The wall plate 138 is located around the switch and held in
position by pawls 140 which engage saw tooth shaped teeth on an inside edge of the wall plate.

Referring to Figs. 7-12, for a single wiring device, the width of the face of the rocker
paddle switch, is approximately 55% of the width of the wall plate along the horizontal axis and
approximately 56% of the length of the wall plate along the vertical axis. The face of the switch
has a vertical axis along its length and a horizontal axis along its width where the face of the
rocker paddle along its vertical axis has a contour of positive first differential comprised of a
combination of splines drawn between points of varying distances from a datum plane and zero
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second differential when the rate of height increase of the individual splines is constant. The
horizontal axis has a surface with a contour of a positive first differential and negative second
differential comprised of a combination of splines drawn between points of varying distance
from a datum plane. For a single wiring device, the wall plate is substantially more or less 4.92
inches in length by 3.28 inches in width and has a single opening 100 with no dividing members
encircling a wiring device, such as a rocker paddle switch that is substantially more or less 2.82
inches in length by 1.83 inches in width. The width of the wall plate varies depending upon how
many boxes are ganged together and the number of wiring devices that are to be located in side-
by-side relationship. The front surface of the wall plate here disclosed has a complex or
compound contoured shape such that the face surface at the opening for the wiring device is
further from the wall than it is at the outer edge of the wall plate. More specifically, referring to
Fig. 8B, there is illustrated a view along the line 8B-8B of Fig. 7 of a portion of the front surface,
along the horizontal centerline, between point K, the outer left edge, and point L, the inner edge
of the opening for the wiring device. As illustrated in Fig. 8B, the surface lies between two
profile boundaries 0.002 inches apart, perpendicular to datum plane A, equally disposed about
the true profile and positioned with respect to a datum plane. The basic dimensions and the
profile tolerance establish a tolerance zone to control the shape and size of the surface. The
surface is more or less 0.726 inches in length. Within that length, a contour is defined by the
dimensions of equidistant points which are 0.0726 inches apart. Each dimension indicates that
point’s distance to datum plane A, the back (flat) surface of the wall plate, which begins at point
K. Moving from left to right, the dimensions increase more or less from 0.228 to 0.287 inches.
This progression indicates a shape or contour of increasing height, positive first differential,
when the points are connected by individual splines. The points are not cormected by a single
arc and the rate at which the contour height increases is not constant. The rate of height increase
of the individual splines decreases from left to right, and the second differential of the contour is
negative. That is, the difference between the first point’s distance dimension and the second is
larger than the difference between the second and the third, etc. Thus, the surface has a contour
of positive first differential and negative second differential, comprised of a combination of
splines drawn between points of varying distance from a datum plane. This description
substantially describes the wall plate’s contours for sections along lines 8A-8A, 8C-8C, and 8D-
8D of Fig. 7.
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Fig 8A is a'section along the line 8A-8A of Fig, 7; Fig. 8B is a section along the line 8B-
8B of Fig. 7; Pig. 8C is a section along the line 8C-8C of Fig. 7; and, Fig. 8D is a section along
the line 8D-8D of Fig. 7.

The section along line 9-9, which runs along the vertical centerline of the wall plate
defines a surface having a positive first differential and zero second differential, comprised of a
combination of splines drawn between points of varying distance from a datum plane. This
contour has zero second differential because the rate of height increase of the individual splines
is constant; the difference between any two sequential point dimensions is substantially more or
less 0.0037 inches. :

When the wiring device used according to the system of the present invention is a switch,
the front surface follows the contours, and shape of the wall plate, so that their surface contours
or lack thereof blend with one another to provide a substantially unified aesthetic appearance to
the viewer thereof. The wall plate has no exposed mounting screws or other vigible metal
hardware. When the wall plate is attached to the switch, the only visible parts are the wall plate
138 and the switch or receptacle.

Referring to Figs. 9-12, formed in the bottom end wall 70 of wall plate 138 is a slot 74
which provides access to the tab 120 as is seen in Fig. 12, A small, flat tool blade such as a
screw driver blade 76, or the like, is moved through slot 74 in end wall 70 to contact both the
outer surface of tab 120 and the back wall of slot 74. By moving the blade 76 using the back
wall of slot 74 as a fulcrum, the force applied to tab 120 will separate wall plate 138 from the
switch. To attach wall plate 138 to the switch, the pawls 140 of clips 130 are positioned to
engage saw-tooth shaped racka 80 located on the inner surfaces of the end walls 70 of wall plate
138. There are two racks on each end wall 70 of the wall plate 138. Each rack 80 contains a
number of saw-tooth shaped tecth 82 each having an inclined front face 84 and a vertical back
face 86. As seen in Fig. 11, as latching pawl 140 engages the inclined front face 84 of a tooth,
the paw] deflects and moves past the tip of the first tooth 82. Once paw] 140 is past the tip of
tooth 82, it can return to its initial position and take a position between the vertical back face 86
of first tooth 82 and the inclined front face 84 of & second tooth 82. This operation can be
repeated as many times as needed to position the bottom edges of wall plate 138 as close to the
wall as possible. As racks 80 and pawls 140 are independently operated, it is possible to locate
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the wall plate 138 to closely follow the wall contour, even when the wall is not flat. This ability
to follow the wall contour is even more appreciated where the wall plate 138 is large, such as
with a wall plate that is positioned around a multitude of wiring device.

Once the latching pawl 140 returns to its original position, it becomes difficult to
dislodge the wall plate 16 from the pawl 140. However, as tool 76 can apply a great deal of
force to tab 120, it is possible to separate the pawl 140 from engagement with the teeth and thus
the wiring device from the wall plate.

Referring to Fig. 13, there is shown an isometric of the bottom of 8 rocker paddie switch
in accordance with the principles of the invention. The switch supports a ground strap 123 of
gheet metal secured to the switch with screws, rivets or any convenient fastening means 124 and
supports a ground terminal screw 125 for receiving a ground wire connection. Screw terminals
located on either side of the body or the switch are provided to receive phase and neutral wire
conductors, not shown.

Fig. 14 is an exploded view of a single pole rocker paddle switch showing the base
assembly 300 and frame assembly 400 which, when joined together form the switch housing.
The rocker paddle 112 is the top portion of the switch. Referring to Fig. 15, there is shown an
enlarged view of the base assembly 300. Base assembly 300 consists of shell member 302
composed of clectrically insulating material having a channel 304 which extends substantially
along the length of member 302 and is centrally located between the side walls 306, 308 of
member 302. Channel 304 ig adapted to receive a slider 320. Located at each end of channel
304 is a clearance opening 310 adapted to reccive fastening means 124 (see Figs. 13, 18 and 19).
The fastening means can be rivets, screws or the like and pass through and lock the ground strap
123, base assembly 300 and frame assembly 400 together to form the switch housing. Side wall
308 of the shell member supports an opening 309 for receiving a stationary terminal assembly
312 and side wall 306 supports an opening 336 for receiving brush terminal assembly 346 more
fully disclosed in Fig. 16.

Stationary terminal 312 comprises a rectangular plate 313 which can be composed of
brasa and supports a substantially nonyielding contact bearing arm 314 having a contact 316. An
inverted U shaped slot 318 located in rectangular plate 313 is sized to loosely receive terminal
screw 320 and be sandwiched between terminal screw 320 and a pressure plate 323. Terminal
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screw 320 threads into pressure plate 323 and, as terminal screw 320 is tightened, the head of the
screw 320 and a side of the preasure plate 323 clamp the rectangular plate 313 therebetween.
Stationary terminal assembly 312 is adapted to be connected to an electrical conductor by either
placing a tumn of the conductor under the head of the screw or inserting a straight end of the
conductor between the pressure plate 323 and the rectangular plate 313 and tightening the screw
320 to lock the canductor between the plates 313 and 323, Looking at side wall 308 of shell
member 302, each of the two edges 311 of opening 309 contain a narrow vertical slot or rail 315
of uneven length adapted to receive and hold the side edges of the rectangular plate 313. Thus,
by sliding the rectangular plate 313 of the stationary terminal assembly 312 down into the slots
or rails 315 in the edges of the opening 309, the stationary terminal assembly is held in position
within the opening 309 of the side wall 308 of the shell member 302.

Brush terminal assembly 346 comprises a rectangular plate 380 which can be composed
of brass and supports a yieldable contact bearing arm 344 having a contact 317. An invested U
shaped alot 381 located in rectangular plate 380 is sized to loosely receive terminal screw 386
and be sandwiched between terminal screw 386 and a pressure plate 388. Terminal screw 386
threads into pressure plate 388 and, as terminal screw 386 is tightened, the head of the screw 386
and a side of the pressure plate 388 clamp the rectangular plate 380 therebetween. Brush
terminal assembly 346 is adapted to be connected to an electrical conductor by either placing a
turn of the conductor under the head of the screw or inserting a straight end of the conductor
between the pressure plate 388 and the rectangular plate 380 and tightening the screw 386 to lock
the conductor between the plates 380 and 388. Looking at side wall 306 of shell member 302,
each of the two edges 303 of opening 384 contain a narrow vertical slot or rail 317 of uneven
length adapted to receive and hold the side edges of the rectangular plate 380. Thus, by sliding
the rectangular plate 380 of the brush terminal assembly 346 down into the slots or rails 317 in
the edges of the opening 384, the brush terminal assembly is held in position within the opening
384 of the mide wall 306 of the shell member 302.

The materials of the stationary terminal assembly 312 and the brush terminal assembly
346 are all conductive so that a circuit can be completed between conductor wires held in the
assemblies. Preferably, these conductive components are all of substantial grade, and good
quality electrical materials are used so that substantial currents, for example 10 or 20 amperes,
can repeatedly be carried for extended periods of time without significant heat generation,
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eloctrical losses or excessive arcing. Such materials include silver alloys for the contacts,
beryllium copper alloy for the brush arm and brass for the remaining conductive components.

Slider 320 located within channel 304 of shell member 302, Referring to Figs. 16 and 19
(wherein the left end of Fig. 16 corresponds to the right end of Fig. 19), slider 320 is nized to
freely slide back and forth between the side walls 319, 321 of channel 304. Slider 320 has, at
one end, a substantially rectangular funnel shaped slot opening 322 which extends completely
through the slider and is provided to receive a cam follower 370 of cam 366. Projecting
downward from the bottom surface of slider 320 is e triangular shaped cam follower 324.
Projecting upward from the top surface of the alider 320 is a hold down projection 326, and also
projecting upward from the top of the slider is a brush terminal control projection 327. A space
329 located between hold down projection 326 and brush terminal control projection 327 is
provided to receive the spring contact arm 344 of brush terminal assembly 346 to control the
back and forth motion and final position of arm 344. A bumper support member 328 projects
outward from a gide of the slider. Positioned around bumper support member 328 is a rubber O
ring 330. When the slider is located within slider receiving channel 304, O ring 330 moves back
and forth between ends 332, 334 of opening 336 in side wall 321 as the slider is driven from one
end of charmel 304 to the other. The O ring is provided to cushion the stopping of the slider 320
by engaging ends 332, 334 of opening 336 in wall 321. Some versions of the switch, such as the
single pole switch as here shown, may utilize a helper spring 338 to help offset the spring force
that movable spring contact arm 344 exerts on the slider when the slider is moving the spring
contact arm 344 to open the switch contacts. Helper spring 333 also helps to balance the feel of
the rocker paddle as the switch is operated.

In the embodiment disclosed, the movable spring contact arm 344 is spring biased to
move toward the stationary terminal assembly. Therefore, more force is needed by the slider to
move the spring contact arm 344 out of engagement with the stationary contact than is needed to
close the contacts. Helper spring 338 can be used to equalize this force. Helper spring 338
consists of two plates 337, 339 connected together at the top ends by twe spring strips 341 and
ariented relative to each other to form an inverted V spring member. The inverted V helper
spring 338 fits in chamber 340 located at the left end of channel 304 (see Fig. 15). As slider 320
is moved to the left, the spring bias of spring contact arm 344 assists in this movement to close
the contacts 316, 317. As the contacts close, the end 342 of slider 320 contacts and moves plate
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339 of helper spring 338 toward plate 337. As this happens, helper spring 338 is compressed and
biases slider 320 to move to the right. When the contacts of the switch are opened, slider 320 is
moved to the right against the force of spring contact arm 344 and, as the slider moves to the
right to open the contacts, the helper spring 338 helps the slider to move against the force of the
spring contact arm 344. Thus, helper spring 338 is used to help overcome the force exerted by
the spring contact arm 344 of the brush terminal 344 on the slider when the spring contact arm
34 ig being moved to the right to open the switch contacts.

Wall 348 of chamber 340 contains a slot opening 350 which allows the end 342 of the
slider to enter chamber 340 to engage and move plate 339 toward plate 337 of helper spring 338.
Wall 348 also helps to retain the helper spring 338 within the chamber 340.

As best seen in Fig, 19, located directly beneath the slider receiving channel 304 and
opexing into charnel 304 is spring chamber 354 which receives cam shaped leaf spring 352.
Spring chamber 354 is elongated, has a rectangular cross section and is sized to receive flat cam
shaped leaf spring 352. The spring chamber 354 is centrally and symmetrically disposed with
regard to the center of the switch base 300 and containg spring support bars 356 at cach end.
Located beyond the spring support bars 356 are end pockets 365. The overall length of the

chamber 354 depends upon the length of the flat cam shaped leaf spring 352.

Cam shaped leaf spring 352 is pressed to shape out of a flat resilient steel strip, preferably
spring steel, and has the profile shown in Fig. 19. The forces applied to the triangular shaped
cam 324 by the leaf spring 352 and the forces applied to the leaf spring by the cam 321 effects
the movement and operation of the slider as is more fhlly explained below. Referring to flat cam
shaped leaf spring 352, its profile is symmetrical about a center apex 358 from which a ghort cam
portion 359 extends downwardly on each side of the apex 358 at an obtuse angle to each other, to
a depression 360, 362 at the end of the cam portions and on each side of the apex, and then to
support sections 357 on each side of the depressions. The support sections 357 are supported by
bars 356 and terminate in U shaped outer end portions 364 which resides in end pockets 365.
The apex 358, the centrally located rise of the spring, is relatively sharp. This is to say that the
flat short cam portions 359 of each side of the apex are joined by support sections 357 which
provide a surface discontinuity rather than a smooth transition in proceeding over the apex.
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Continuing with Fig. 19, a cam 366 is used to move the slider back and forth between its
left hand position and right hand position, Cam 366 has two projections 368, which extend out
from ecach side and which are rotatably received in support bearing openings located in side walls
319, 321 of the slider receiving channel 304. Cam 366 rocks back and forth in a clockwise
direction and a counterclockwise direction about an axes defined by the projections 368.
Extending downward and below the projections is cam follower 370 which is adapted to be
received by cam follower opening 322 located in slider 320 with minimum clearance. Extending
upward from the projections 368 is cam control surface 372 having a first pocket 374 located to
the left of the axes of rotation of the cam and a second pocket 376 located to the right of the axes
of rotation of the cam. Looking at the profile of the cam 366 as shown in Fig. 19, pocket 372 is
to the right of the axes of rotation of the cam, and pocket 374 is to the left of the axes of rotation
of the cam. Thus, application of a downward force on pocket 372 will cause the cam to rotate in
a clockwise direction and the cam follower 370 will cause the slider 320 to move to the left. Ina
similar way, the application of a downward force on pocket 374, when the slider is at its left
hand position, will cause the cam to rotate in a counterclockwise direction and the cam follower
will cause the slider to move to the right. A just noted, pressing down on pocket 372 causes the
cam to rotate clockwise which causes the cam follower to move the slider to the left. Thereafter,
pressing down on pocket 374 will now cause the cam to rotate counterclockwise to cause the
cam follower to move the slider to the right. Pressing alternately on pockets 372 and 374 will
cause the slider to slide back and forth first in one direction and then in the other direction.

Referring to Fig. 14, frame assembly 400 is adapted to fit on top of base assembly 300
and provides support for two contacts 390 which project through the frame assembly and make
contact with rectangular plate 313 of the stationary terminal assembly and rectangular plate 380
of the brush terminal assembly 346. A resistor 392 connected in series with a lamp 394 such as
an LED are connected across the two contacts 390. Lamp 394 indicates the conductive state of
the switch by being *“on™ or “off”. Itk operation, lamp 394 will be “on” when the contacts of the
switch are open, and the lamp will be “off” when the contacts of the switch are closed.

Projecting upward from the frame assembly 400 are two hook members 396 which
engage and pivotly hold rocker assembly 398 to frame assembly 400. In addition, frame
assembly 400 includes a clearance apening 402 aligned with the top of cam 366 to permit the
actuator 404 which is secured to the rocker assembly 398 to pess through the frame assembly
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400 to engage and operate cam 366. A emall projection 406 located on the frame assembly is
used to engage the lower end of helical spring 408. The outside diameter of the projection 406 is
less than the inside diameter of the helical spring 408 and fits within the helical spring. The
upper end of spring 408 is located within and is held captive in a pocket 410 located in a subplate
412 gecured to the underside of the rocker assembly.

Referring to Figs. 17 and 19, there is shown a view of the bottom of base assembly 300,
frame assembly 400 and the rocker agsembly 398 of a single pole switch. Referring to the frame
assembly 400, projecting out from the bottom surface are two projections 414 which are
positioned to contact the top surface of projections 368. Projections 368 keep the projections in
the bearing surfaces in the side walls of the slider receiving channel. Also projecting downward
from the bottom surface is a slider hold down projection 416 which slidably contacts holding
down projection 326 on the slider 320. Projection 416, by contacting projection 326, prevents
slider 320 from being pushed up and out of channel 304 by the upward force of cam profile leaf
spring 352 acting on triangular shaped cam follower 324.

As noted above, subplate 412 is attached to the bottom of rocker paddie 112. Attached to
and projecting down from subplate 412 is an actuator 404 made of a gingle strip of thin, flat
spring steel bent to form a U shaped member having a generous radius at the bend. The ends of
the U shaped member are bent outward to form two outwardly projecting legs. A small hole
punched in each leg of actuator 404 is used to rivet or heat staked the actuator to the subplate
412. The thin flat spring steel actuator 404 can flex slightly towards the front and back of the
switch. The ability of the actuator 404 to flex permits it to more easily engage the first pocket
374 and the second pocket 376 of the cam 366. By alternately pressing the rocker paddle 112 the
actuator 404 alternately engages the pocket of the cam to alternately open and close the switch
contacts. Two hooks 418 which project down from the surface of the subplate 412 are
positioned to engage hooks 396 on the frame assembly 400. Hooks 418, when engaged by hooks
396 allow limited ' movement of the rocker assembly relative to the frame assembly and prevent
the rocker assembly 398 from being separated from the frame assembly 400. Two circular
projections 420, one on the outside surface of an end of each of two legs 422 which project from
the subplate are designed to anap into openings 424 in the frame assembly 400 to form a hinge
about which the subplate pivots relative to the frame assembly and base assembly. The subplate
is heat staked to the bottom surface of the rocker paddle 112 to form a unitary assembly.
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Refarring to Fig. 19, to assemble the rocker paddle switch, the helper spring 338 is
inserted into end chamber 340, leaf spring 352 is place into spring chamber 354 and slider 320 is
placed into channel 304. The end 342 of the slider faces the helper spring 338 and the triangular
shaped cam follower 324 which projects from the bottom of the slider slidably engages the top
surface of leaf spring 352. The projections 368 of the cam 366 are placed within the bearing
surfaces 378 of sido walls 319, 321 of channel 304 with the cam follower 370 being positioned
within opening 322 of slider 320. Stationary terminal assembly 312 is positioned in the opening
309, and brush texminal assembly 346 is positioned within opening 384. As the brush terminal
assembly 345 is being placed in position, the spring contact aym 344 is moved backward against
the force of the spring arm and is pogitioned within the slot 329 located between the holding
down projection 326 and the spring cantact arm control member 327. At this time all the various
components (see Fig. 16) have been placed within the switch base 300 and the assemblage
resembles that shown in Fig. 15.

The frame assemblage 400, which may include the lamp 394, resistor 392 and contacts
390, is now placed over the switch base, a ground strap is placed along the bottom and ends of
base assembly 300, and screws, drive pins, rivets or the like 124 are used to lock the ground
strap, switch base assemblage and frame agsemblage together. Following this, helical return
spring 408 is placed over projection 406, care being taken to locate the top of the retum spring
within the spring pocket of the subplate, and the projections 420 on the legs 422 are snapped into
the openings 424 in the frame assembly 400 to form the hinge for rocker assembly 398 and the
frame assembly 400 to move relative to each other. Then the rocker assembly 398 which
includes the subpiate, is pressed down toward the frame assembly until the hooks 418 engage the
hooks 396. At this time the actuator 404, which has been attached to the subplate extends down
through the clearance opening 402 in the frame 400 and is positioned to engage the cam '
eccentric surface 372.

Referring to Fig. 19, there is shown a sectional view of a single pole switch where the
contacts of the switch are closed and the switch is in its conducting state. The next time the face
of the rocker paddle is pressed, the actuator 404 moves down, contacts the ramp 430 of cam
surface 372 and slides toward the right and enters pocket 376. Continued pressing on the rocker
paddle causcs the actuator 404 to continue to move down and to rotate the cam 366 clockwise
about the projections 368. This causes cam follower 370 to rotate in a clockwise direction to

Copy provided by USPTO from the IFW image Daisbase on 03/15/2000



1N

22 0267-001-2030

move slider 320 to the left. As the slider 320 moves toward the left, the triangular shaped cam
follower 324 starts to move out of depression 360 and acroses the right support section 359 of the
centrally located apex 358 of the cam shaped leaf spring 352. As the slider continues to move to
the left, triangular shaped cam 324 deflects leaf spring 352 downward because projection 326 on
slider 320, in cooperation with holding projection 416, prevents the slider 320 from moving
upward., As the triangular sheped cam 324 moves passed the top of the apex 358 to the left
support section 359 of the apex, the leaf spring starts to spring back to its original unstressed
position by moving up. This upward movement of the leaf spring acts on the shaped cam
follower 324 and helps drive the cam follower 324 and the slider 320 to the left until the cam
follower 324 comes to rest in depression 362. At this time the contacts of the switch are
separated from each other. Thus, the cam shaped leaf spring 352, in combination with the cam
follower 324 helps to move the slider to either the left or right depressions 362, 360 and to
rapidly open and close the contacts. The next time that the rocker is depressed, the actuator 404
will engage pocket 374 of the cam to cause it to rotate in a counterclockwise direction which will
cause the slider to depress the leaf spring as it moves to the right. As the cam follower 324
continues to move to the right and as it passes apex 358, the depressed leaf spring starts to spring
up to return to its original position. This upward movement of the leaf spring causes the cam
follower 324 to move toward the right until it reaches depression 360 at which time the switch
contacts are closed. Continued pressing and releasing the rocker paddie of the switch alternately
opens and closes the contacts of the switch. If desired, the state of conduction of the switch can
be displayed to a user by the lamp-resistor combination connected in series across the stationary
and brush terminal assemblies. When the contacts of the switch are closed, there is no potential
difference across the lamp-resistor combination and the lamp will remain dark. When the
contacts of the switch are open, there will be a potential difference acroas the lamp-resistor
combination and the lamp will be lit.

Referring to Fig. 20, there is illustrated a wall plate for positioning two wiring devices
such as two rocker paddle switches positioned side by side. It is to be noted that there is no
partition or dividing member located in either the wall plate opening or the alignment plate
opening to scparate the two wiring devices. The two wiring devices can be placed in a double
ganged box 160 made up, as an example, of two single boxes joined by fasteners 162 extending
through the threaded apertures 164 of two joining cars 166. Alignment plate 114 has a single
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opening 116, four clearance openings 117 and four alignment ping 170 for receiving two wiring
devices such as two switches, a receptacle and a switch, or two receptacles.

Looking at the wall plate 138, there can be four racks 80 on the interior of the top and
bottom end walls for receiving four pawls where the two center racks receive one pawl from
each wiring device. Also, there can be two tabs 120, which will be accessible vis slots 74 in end
wall 70 of cover plate 138. Because of the independent operation of the pawls 140 with their
respective racks 80, the wall plate 138 can compensate somewhat for lack of flatness of the wall
in which the wiring devices are installed.

Referring to Fig. 21 there is shown an alignment plate 114 having a single opening 116
and a wall plate 138 for three wiring devices mounted in three boxes (not illustrated) ganged
together. Wall plate 138 has a single opening 100 with no dividing or separating members for
receiving three wiring devices positioned side by side and can have four sets of racks 80 where
the two end racks each receive a single pawl and the two center racks receive two pawls. The
alignment plate 114 has a single opening 116 with no dividing or separating members, three sets
of clearance openings 117 and three sets of alignment pins 170 for receiving three wiring
devices.

Fig. 23 shows an alignment plate 114 having a single opening 116 with no dividing or
separating members and wall plate 138 for four wiring devices mounted in four boxes (not
illustrated) ganged together. Wall plate 138 has a single opening 100 with no dividing or
separating members for receiving four wiring devices positioned side by side and the alignment
plate 114 has a aingle opening 116 with no dividing or separating members for receiving four
wiring devices positioned side by side.

While there have been shown and described and pointed out the fundamental novel
features of the invention as applied fo the preferred embodiments, it will be understood that
various omisgions and substitutions and changes of the form and details of the devices ilhustrated
and in their operation may be made by those skilled in the art without departing from the spirit of
the invention.
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What is claimed is:
1. An electrical rocker paddle switch comprising:
a switch housing:

1 manually movable rocker paddie coupled to the housing;

actuator means having a first end and a second end, said actuator means attached to the
rocker paddle at the first end and movable in response to the movement of the rocker paddle;

cam means driven by the second end of the actuator mesns to alternately rotate in a first
and second opposite direction as the rocker paddle is alternately depressed;

* alider means having a slider position determining cam follower coupled to be moved
alternately in a first and a second opposite direction along a common linear axis by rotation of
the cam means in the first and second opposite direction;

. & fixed stationary contact and a movable brush contact mounted to the switch housing,
the movable brush contact biased to contact the fixed stationary contact to thereby electrically
close the switch, the movable brush contact being movable by the slider means to disengags the
fixed stationary contact to thereby electrically open the switch; and

a cam shaped leaf spring positioned within the switch housing and coupled to the slider
position determining cam follower on the slider means to aid in the movement of the slider
means.

2. The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim | wherein the actuator means comprises a
flat strip member that can flex in a direction along the length of the switch.

3. The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 1, wherein the slider means comprises a
tapered opening for recciving therein the cam mesans, the tapered opening having predetermined
dimengions to provide a fit with the cam means inserted therein whereby substantiatly all of the
rotating motion of the cam means is applied to the slider means to move the movable brush
contact.

4. The clectrical rocker paddle switch of claim 1, wherein the switch housing further
comprises a switch base having separate chambers therein for individually housing the slider and
the cam shapes l1eaf spring.
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5. The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 4 wherein the chamber for housing the
cam shaped leaf spring has a length greater than that of the cam shaped leaf spring such that the
ends of the spring are not constrained.

6. The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 4 wherein the rocker paddie is pivotly
coupled to the switch housing.

7. The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 6 further comprising a window in the
rocker paddle to pasa light from illumination means mounted in the switch housing.

8. The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 7 wherein the illumination means
comprises a light bulb and a voltage dropping resistor connected in series with the light bulb.

9. The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 4 further comprising front and rear wire
clamp means mounted to the switch housing and coupled to the fixed stationary contact and the
movable brush contact.

10. The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 4 further comprising a unitary mounting
strap attached to the switch housing, the mounting strap providing a cradle like support for
holding the switch in a wall box.

11. The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 10 wherein the mounting strap is made
of sheet metal.

12. An electrical rocker paddle switch comprising:

a gwitch housing:

a manually movable rocker paddle coupled to the housing;

actuator means having a first end and a second end, said actuator means attached to the
rocker paddle at the first end and movable in response to the mavement of the rocker paddie;
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cam means driven by the second end of the actuator means to alternately rotate in a first
and second opposite direction as the rocker paddle is alternately depressed

slider means having a slider position determining cam follower coupled to be moved
alternately in a first and a second opposite direction along a common linear axis by rotation of
the cam means in the first and second opposite direction;

a fixed stationary contact and a movable brush contact mounted to the switch housing,
the movable brush contact biased to contact the fixed stationary contact to thereby electricaily
close the switch, the movable brush contact being movable by the slider means to disengage the
fixed stationary contact to thereby electrically open the switch; and

" acam shaped leaf spring positioned within the switch housing and coupled to the slider
position determining cam follower on the slider means to aid in the movement of the slider
means;

the cam ghaped leaf spring being substantially symmetrical about a central apex
comprised of two relatively short cam portions which extend downward, respectively on each
side of the apex forming an obtuse angle where, at each end of each short cam portions there is
an upward extending portion to form a depressions with each relatively short cam portion, where,
thereafter, cach upward extending portion rests on support means and the ends of the upward
extending portions beyond the support means are bent downward.

13. An electrical rocker paddle switch comprising;

a switch housing:

a manually movable rocker paddie coupled to the housing;

actuator means having a first end and a second end, said actuator means attached to the
rocker paddle at the first end and movable in response to the movement of the rocker paddie;

cam means driven by the second end of the actuator means to alternately rotate in a first
and second opposite direction as the rocker paddle is alternately depressed

slider means having a slider position determining cam follower coupled to be moved
alternately in a first and a second opposite direction along a common linear axis by rotation of
the cam means in the first and second opposite direction;

a fixed stationary contact and a movable brush contact mounted to the switch housing,
the movable brush contact biased to contact the fixed stationary contact to thereby electrically
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close the switch, the movable brush contact being movable by the slider means to disengage the
fixed stationary contact to thereby electrically open the switch; and

a cam shaped leaf spring positioned within the switch housing and coupled to the slider
position determining cam follower on the slider means to aid in the movement of the slider
means,

the cam shaped leaf spring being substantially symmetrical about a central apex
comprised of two relatively short cam portions which extend downward, respectively on each
side of the apex forming an obtuse angle where, at each end of each short cam portions there is
an upward extending portion to form a depressions with each relatively short cam portion, where,
thereafter, each upward extending portion rests on support mesns and the ends of the upward

the switch housing further including a switch base having separate chambers therein for
individually housing the slider means and the cam shaped leaf spring.

14.  The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 1 wherein

the manually movable rocker paddle has a vertical axis along its length and a horizontal
axis along its width wherein the surface of the rocker paddle along its vertical axis has a contour
of positive first differential comprised of a combination of splines drawn between points of
varying distances from a datum plane

15. The electrical rocker paddic switch of claim 14 wherein the surface along the
vertical axis has a contour of zero second differential comprised of splines drawn between points
of varying distance from a datum plane when the rate of height increase of the individual splines
is constant.

16.  The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 14 wherein a section along the
horizontal axis has a surface with contour of a positive first differential and negative second
differential, comprised of a combination of splines drawn between points of varying distances
from the datum plane.
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17.  The electrical rocker paddie switch of claim 14 wherein a section along the
vertical axis of the surface of the paddle has a contour of positive first differential, comprised of
splines drawn between points of varying distance from a datum plane, and a section along the
horizontsl axis has a surface contour of a positive first differential and negative second
differential, comprised of a combination of splines drawn between points of varying distances
from the datum plane.

18.  The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 17 wherein the section along the
vertical axis of the surface has a contour of zero second differential comprised of splines drawn
between points of varying distances from a datum plane when the rate of height increase of the
individual splines is constant,

19.  The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 14 wherein the paddle is not within a
frame.

20.  The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 12 wherein

the manually movable rocker paddle has a vertical axis along its length and a horizantal
axis along its width wherein the surface of the paddle along its vertical axis has a contour of
positive first differential comprised of a combination of splines drawn between points of varying
distances from a datum plane

2].  The electrical rocker paddie switch of claim 20 wherein the surface along the
vertical axis has a contour of zero second differential comprised of splines drawn between points
of varying distance from a datum plane when the rate of height increase of the individual splines
is constant,

22.  The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 20 wherein a section along the
horizontal axis has a surface with contour of a positive first differential and negative second
differential, comprised of a combination of splines drawn between points of varying distances
from the datum plane.
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23.  The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 20 wherein a section along the
vertical axis of the surface of the paddle has & contour of positive first differential, comprised of
splines drawn between points of varying distance from a datum plane, and a section along the
horizontal axis has a surface contour of a positive first differential and negative second
differential, comprised of a combination of splines drawn between points of varying distances
from the datum plane.

24,  The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 23 wherein the section along the
vertical axis of the surface has a contour of zero second differential comprised of splines drawn
between points of varying distances from a datum plane when the rate of height increase of the
individual splines is constant.

25.  The electrical rocker paddle switch of claim 20 wherein the paddle is not within a
frame.
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ABSTRACT

There is disclosed a robust on-off rocker paddle switch operated by pushing on the lower
portion of a rocker paddie to tumn the switch “on” or “off”. The lower edge of the rocker paddie
pivots in and out about its top or upper edge. Bias means urges the lower portion of the rocker
paddie to always be in its out position whether the switch is in the “on™ state or position or the
“off “state or position. The rocker paddle of the switch is not located within a frame and the
surface of the switch has, along its vertical axis, a contour of positive first differential and zero
second differential, comprised of a combination of splines which extend between points of
varying distances from a datum plane. The contour has zero second differential when the rate of
height increase of individual splines is constant. An actuator coupled to the rocker paddle (the
fiace) of the switch causes a cam to rotate in a clockwise direction and in a counter clockwise
direction as the rocker paddle is alternately depressed. The rocker paddle pivots sbout its top
edge and repeated pressing on the lower surface of the rocker paddle causes the actuator to
alternately rotate the cam in a clockwise direction and in a counter-clockwise direction.
Alternate rotation of the cam drives a slider member having a triangular shaped cam follower
along a first and a second opposzite direction along a common linear axis. A cam shaped leaf
spring cooperates with the triangular shaped cam follower to aid in the movement of the slider
and determines its at rest position. An indicator such as a light can be used to indicate the state
of conduction of the switch.
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"L*® documento que puede crear dudas en "y documento particularmente relevante; no se
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Clalms 1-29 mwet tha criterin set oot in PCT Article 33(4), snd thus have industrial spplicability beeanse the snbject maiter clatmed
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Solicmnte
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u} Cauilla No. Il Falta de establecimiento de opinitn con respectt a originalidad, grado de inventiva y aplicabilided
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u] Cauilla No. IV Fala de unidad de la mvencidn
OX CallaNo.V  Dedamcién nxonada de acuendo al Ruglamento 430.1(a)(@) con respecto s novedad, grado de inventiva
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Si sc hace una peticidin de examen pruliminar intemacionsl, esta opinidn seré considerada como opinidn por cscrito de & Administcién
encarguda del cxamen preliminar intermacional de patentes ("IPEA" por sus sigl en inglés) con la excepcitn de que csto no sc aplica
cuando d solicitante dige uns Administracion distints a ésta pam ser la Adminitracifin encarpeda del examen preliminar internacional y
la Administracién cneargacda dd examen preliminar interaacional scleccionads ha notificado a la Oficing intemacional, de acuerdo al
Reglamento 66.1kx8) que opiniones por escrito de csta Administracitn o cargo de la bisqueds intemacional no serin considerdas.

Si csm opinitn, segin se indica anteriormente, s¢ considera una opinidn por cecrito de la Administracién encargach del cxamen
preliminar internacional, sc invit al soliciante 2 prescntar 2 la Administracion encargada del cxamen preliminac intemacional una
respuesta por cacrito junto, cuando sca necesario, con enmiendas, antos de la fecha de expiracién 3 meses después de la fecha de envio
postal del Formulario PCT/ISA/220 o untrs de la fecha de expimeidn 22 meses después de ka fecha de priorided, b que sea posturior.

Pam ver mis opciones, vea ¢l Formulacio PCT/ISA /220,

3. Pura ver méds dewalles, vea ks notus en d Formulario PCT/1SA/220.

Nombre y direccidn postal de ISA/ US Funcionario autorizado
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Comisionado de patentes Elvin G. Jinad
P.O. Bax 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 Taléfono No. N/A
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230
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OPINION POR ESCRITO DE LA Solicitud internacional No.
ADMINISTRACION A CARGO DE LA BUSQUEDA INTERNACIONAL PCT/US04/23954

Casilla No. I Bases de esta opinién

1. Con rcespecto al idioma, esta opinidn ha sido estublecida basada en la solicitud intemacional en o idioms en que fue presenmads, a

menos que e indique lo contrario en cate punto.

O Esta opinién ha sido establecida basada en fa traduccién del idioma ariginal al siguiente idioma » Gue s ¢l idinma de una
traduccidn entregada con cl propésito de relizer la bisjueds internacional (de acuerdo a los Reglamentos 123 y 23.1(b).
2 Con rewpeeto 4 cualquicr secuencia de nucledtidos y/o aminodcidos indicada en la solicitud internacional y necesaria a b

invencitn reivindicads, esta opinién ha sido csmblecids en base o
-9 tipo de materinl
a lista dc secuencia
a todas los tablas relacionadas con la lists de secuencia:
b. formato del material
| en formato por escrito
a parm ser vista en computadon
c momento de prescotucion/entregs
O contenida ¢n la solicitud internaciomal segiin fuc presentada.
o presentada junto con la solicitud intermacional para ser vista en computadon.
Qo enirepack posteriormente 2 estn Administracién con ol propdsito de bisqueda,

3.0 Adcmis, en caso de que mis de uma ventién o copia de una lista de scouencia y/o mabla relacionada haya siio presentada o

entregadn, scgin correeponds, se cntregaron las declaraciones requeridas que indican que la informecion en las copins
adicionales o posteriores cs idéntica n equelln contenida en In solicitud tal y como se presentd o no va miis alld de la solicitud tal
¥y como se presentd.

4. Comentarios adiciomlcs:

Formulario PCT/ISA/237 (Casilla No. 1) (Enero de 2004)
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OPINION POR ESCRITO DE LA Solicitud intemacional No.
ADMINISTRACION A CARGO DE LA BUSQUEDA INTERNACIONAL PCT/USO04/23954

Casilla No. V Declaracién mzonada de acuerdo al Reglamento 43bis.1(a)}([) con respecto a novedad, grado de

inventiva o aplicabilidad Industrial; mericiones y aclaraciones de apoyo a dicha declaraclén

1. Declaracién
Originalidad Reivindicaciones ]-29 si
Reivindicaciones NINGUNA,_ NO
Grado de inventiva Reivindicaciones ]-29 s
ReivindicacionesNINGUNA  NO
Aplicabilidad industrial Reivindicaciones 1-29 si
Reivindicaciones NINGUNA NO

2. Menciones y aclaraciones:

Las reivindicaciones 1-29 cumplen con los criterios establecidos en ¢l Articulo 33(2)-(3) del Tratado de cooperncidn en materia de
patentes (TPC o PCT por sus siglas en inglés), debido a que el arte (disefio) anterior no muestra o gpenas sugiere un interruptor de
palein basculante en el que al oprimir repetidamente una parte de la paleta se activa un medio impulsor para hacer girar una leva de
forma aliernante, primero e una direccién y luego en la direccién opuesta. La leva, impulsando el seguidor de leva, hace mover un
deslizador primero en una direccidn y luego en la opuesta a lo largo de un ¢je lineal comin para abrir y cerrar un contacto en forma
alternante. La estructura reivindicada anteriormente, en combinacidn con la estructura reivindicada del interruptor en la
reivindicacién base, no se mucstran ni se sugieren en el arte anterior documentado.

Las reivindicaciones 1-29 cumplen con los criterios establecidos en el Articulo 33(4) del Tratado de cooperacidn en materia de

patentes (TPC o PCT por sus siglas en inglés), y por ello son aplicables industrinlmente porque el tema reivindicado puede ser
fabricado o usado industrialmente.

Formulario PCT/ISA/237 (Cagilla No. V) (Enero de 2004)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

United States Patent and Trademark Office

March 17, 2006

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT ANNEXED HERETO IS A TRUE COPY FROM
THE RECORDS OF THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK
OFFICE OF THOSE PAPERS OF THE BELOW IDENTIFIED PATENT
APPLICATION THAT MET THE REQUIREMENTS TO BE GRANTED A
FILING DATE UNDER 35 USC 111.

APPLICATION NUMBER: 10/358,688
FILING DATE: June 01, 2004

THE COUNTRY CODE AND NUMBER OF YOUR PRIORITY
APPLICATION, TO BE USED FOR FILING ABROAD UNDER THE PARIS
CONVENTION, IS US16/858,688

By Authority of the

Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property
and Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office
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g. 8 Brief Description of the Drawings (If filed)
h. @ Detalled Description
. @ Claim{s)as Clasaified Below
J. @ Abstract of the Disclosure

Pags | of 4 POILLAG/REVDS

mmﬁﬁ“ﬁhmhﬂlmmﬂmm




XV

UTILITY PATENT APPLICATION TRANSMITTAL
(Larg Entity) Total Pages In this Submission
(Only for new nonprovisions! applications under 37 CFR 1.53(b))

10.
11.
12.
13,
14,
15.
16.

O a ool oo B
o000

p ep OO0DO

BROROODODOO

Application Elemnents (Continued)

Drawing(s) (when necessary as prescribed by 35 USC 113)
B Fomal Number of Sheets 38
O informal Number of Sheets

Oath or Declaration

Newly axacuted (original or capy) 0O Unexecuted

Copy from a prior application (37 CFR 1.83(d)) (for continustion/divisional appiication only)
With Power of Attorney (1 Without Power of Attomey

PELETION OF INVENTOR(S)
Signed statement attached deleting Invantor(s) named In the prior application,
soe 37 C.F.R. 1.63(d){2) and 1.33(b).

Incorporation By Reference (usable ¥ Box 4b /s checked)

The entire disciosure of the prior application, from which a copy of the oath or deciaration s supplled under
Box 4b, is considered as being part of the disclosure of the accompanying epplication and Is hersby
incorporated by referencs therein.

CD ROM or CD-R In duplicate, large table or Computer Program (Appendix)
Application Deta Sheet (See 37 CFR 1.78)
Nucleotide and/or Amina Acid Sequence Submission (¥ appiicable, all must be inckided)
O Computer Readable Form (CRF)
O Specification Sequencs Listing on:
. O CD-ROM orCD-R (2 copies); or
. O Paper
O Statement(s) Verifying Identical Paper and Computer Readable Copy
Accompanying Application Parts

Aasignment Papers (cover sheet & document(s))
37 CFR 3.7)(B) Statement (when there is an assignee)}

. English Translation Document (if appiicable)
information Disciosure Statement/PTO-1449 (0 Copies of iDS Citations
Preliminary Amendment
Return Receipt Postcard (MPEP 503) (Should be apecifically Hemized)
Certifled Copy of Priorily Document(s) (¥ foreign priority Is cleimed)
Certificate of Malling
O FirstCigss [ Express Mall (Specify Label No.): EV 316898496 US

Docket No. , /9
0267-001-2030CTP2

Page2of4 PO1VLRO/REVDS

\

Coby pravided by USPTO from the IFW image Duiabase on 03/16/2008



— A—— N
— —

UTILITY PATENT APPLICATION TRANSMITTAL
(Large Entity)
(Only for new nonprovisional appiications under 37 CFR 1.53(b))

A\ i
No.

—
Docket
7-001-

Total Pages in this Submission
<

Accompanying Application Parts (Continued)

17. 0 Additional Enciosures (please identify below):

Request That Application Not Be Publjished Pursuant To 35 U.8.C. 122(b)(2)

18. 00 Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b){2), Applicant hereby requesis that this paetent application not be
published pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b){1). Applicant hereby certifiea that the invention disclosed In
this application has not and will not be the subject of an application filed In ancther country, or under
a multfateral iIntemational agreement, that requires publication of applications 18 months after fling
of the applicetion.

t

An applicant who makes a request not to publish, but who subsequently files In a foreign
country or under a multilateral international agreement specified In 33 U.8.C. 122(b){2)(B)(]),
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such foreign or international application. A fallure of the applicant to provide such notice
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O A check In the amount of to cover the filing fee is enclosed.
@ The Director is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No. 12-1185
as described below.
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1 Case 0267-001-2030CIP2

ROCKER PADDLE SWITCH WITH FLEXIBLE CAM DRIVER

This application is a continuation in part of application Ser. No. 10/627,224, filed
July 25, 2003.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to the field of electrical wiring devices such as, by
way of example only, electrical switches and receptacles of the type installed in building walls,
and more specifically to a robust electrical wiring device system whose components may be
modular and interchangeable and which provide a substantially unified blended appearance when
combined with one another. The present patent specification describes such a robust system and,
in whole or in part, is common in part to several patent applications whose claims vary and/or are
directed to portions and/or components of the robust system.

Description of the Related Art

When modifying the wiring in an existing building, whether public, commercial or
residential by adding a wiring device such as a switch, a receptacle or a combination of a
receptacle and a switch, it is necessary to cut a hole in a wall of the building, install a box within
the hole, attach the box to a vertical stud, for example, and install the wiring device(s) into the
box. In new construction, the box is attached to a stud of an open wall and, thereafter, the wall,
which may be sheet rock having an opening for access to the box, is placed over the studs. The
conventional wall box has pairs of mounting ears for mounting the wiring devices to the box.
After the wiring devices are connected to the various conductors they will service, each is
fastened with threaded fasteners (sometimes referred to as bolts or screws, and these terms are
used interchangeably herein) to a pair of ears on the box. The process of connecting a wiring
device to various conductors and then attaching the wiring device with the attached wires to the
box is done for each wiring device located within the box. Thereafter, a wall plate is typically
positioned around or over each of the wiring devices in the box. '
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Typical installations can include a single wiring device or multiple wiring devices
positioned side by side in a common box. In installations where there are multiple wiring
devices in a common box, the installation of the wall plate can be time consuming. This is so
because a wall plate for use with multiple wiring devices has a separate window opening for each
wiring device. Thus, the wiring devices must be aligned with each other, must be positioned
paraliel to each other and must be spaced from each other by a distance that is dictated by the
spacing between the openings or windows in the wall plate. Misalignment and positioning
problems are often caused by wall boxes that are skewed relative to the wall or by walls which
may not be flat. It is only after all of the wiring devices are accurately positioned relative to each
other that a wall plate can be installed around the wiring devices.

A common type of electrical wiring device in use today is the rocker type Decora-branded
clectrical switch whose activating member pivots about a centrally located horizontal axis. The
trademnark Decora is owned by the assignee of the present invention. To operate, the rocker
switch actuating member is pushed in at the top to supply electricity to a load such as a light, and
is pushed in at the bottom to disconnect the source of electricity from the load. Thus, with two or
more rocker type of switches positioned side by side in a box, the actuating members of the
switches can be in opposite positions at any one time. For example, with two rocker type
switches positioned side-by-side in a box, what will be called the top edge associated with the
“‘on state or position” of the actuating member of one switch will be flush with the top surface of
the wall plate when in its on position while, at the same time, the top edge of the adjacent switch
will be flush with the bottom surface defining the opening of the wall plate when in its ofF
position. This in-out positioning of adjacent switches can also occur when both switches are in
their on or off state if one or each of the switches is a 3-way or 4-way switch. The irregular in-
out positioning of adjacent switches, particularly with 3-way and 4-way switches, can create
operational uncertainty in the mind of the user as to which switch is in the o position and which
switch is in the off position when subsequent activation or deactivation of less than all of the
rocker switches is required by a user.

Thus, what is needed is a rocker type of switch that is always in the same position i.e.,
bottom edge out, top edge in, regardless of its state of conduction, i.e., on or off. What is also
needed is a switch which, when positioned side by side with another or other switches ina
common box, that the switches are always aligned with each other regardless of whether they are
in their on state or off state.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

There is disclosed an on-off switch operated by pushing on the lower portion of & rocker
paddle to turn the switch on or off. The lower edge of the rocker paddle pivots in and out about
its upper edge. Spring bias means urges the lower portion of the rocker paddie to be in its out
position when the switch is “‘on™ or “‘off “ position. The rocker paddle of the switch is not
located within a frame and has, along its vertical axis, a surface of positive first differential and
zero second differential, comprised of a combination of splines which extend between points of
varying distances from a datum plane. The surface has zero second differential when the rate of
height increase of individual splines is constant.

A flexible cam driver coupled to the rocker paddle of the switch causes a cam to rotate in
a clockwise direction and in a counter clockwise direction each time the rocker paddle is
depressed. Alternate rotation of the cam drives a slider member having a cam follower back and
forth along a linear axis. A shaped leaf spring cooperates with the cam follower to assist in the
movement of the slider and to determine its rest positions. An indicator such as an LED is used
to indicate the state of conduction of the switch.

The foregoing has outlined, rather broadly, a preferred blending of features, for example,
of the present invention so that those skilled in the art may better understand the detailed
description of the invention that follows. Additional features of the invention will be described
hervinafter that form the subject of the claims of the invention. Those skilled in the art should
appreciate that they can readily use the disclosed conception and specific embodiment as a basis
for designing or modifying other structures for carrying out the same purposes of the present
invention and that such other structures do not depart from the spirit and scope of the invention in
its broadest form.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other aspects, features, and advantages of the present invention will become more fully
apparent from the following detailed description, the appended claim, and the accompanying
drawings in which similar elements are given similar reference numerals.

Fig. 1 is a front perspective view of a prior art switch and wall plate;
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Fig. 2 is a perspective exploded view of a prior art switch, attachment plate and wall 3
plate, and a box for receiving said prior art device;

Fig 3 is a front perspective view of a switch and wall plate in accordance with the
principles of the invention;

Fig. 4 is a front perspective view of the switch shown in Fig. 3 showing the
ground/mounting strap and multi-function clips;

Fig. 5 is an exploded view of attachment plate, switch and wall plate according to the
principles of the invention;

Fig. 6 is a front view of a receptacle and wall plate according to the principles of the
invention;

Fig. 7 is a front perspective view of a receptacle shown in Fig. 6 showing the
ground/mounting strap and multi-function clips;

Fig. 8 is an exploded view of the attachment plate, receptacle and wall plate according to
the principles of the invention;

Fig. 9 is a front perspective view of alignment plate for a single wiring device;

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of ground/mounting strap for a wiring device;

Figs. 11 and 11A are bottom perspective views showing ground/mounting strap attached
to a switch (Fig- 11) and a receptacle (Fig. 11A);

Fig. 12 is a plan view ofmullli-ﬁmtion clip normally attached to the bottom end of the
ground/mounting strap;

Fig. 12A is a gide view of the multi-function clip of Fig. 12;

Fig. 13 is a plan view of multi-function clip normally attached to the top end of the

- ground/mounting strap;

Fig. 13A is a sectional view of the multi-function clip along line A-A of Fig. 13;

Fig. 14 is an exploded view of & switch in accordance with the principles of the invention;
Fig. 15 is a perspective view of the base assembly of the switch of Fig. 14;

Fig. 16 is an exploded view of the base assembly of Fig. 15;
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Fig. 17 is another exploded view of the switch;

Fig. 18 ig still another exploded view of the switch;

Fig. 19 is a partial sectional exploded view of the cam driver of the switch;

Fig. 20 is a perspective exploded view of the switch showing the light assembly board,

Fig. 21 is a plan view of the light assembly board;

Fig. 21B is a bottom perspective view of the light assembly board;

Fig. 22 is a perspective exploded view showing the light pipe in the paddle of the switch;

Fig. 23 is a perspective view of the light pipe;

Fig. 24 is a sectional view along the line 24-24 of Fig. 3;

Figs. 25A-25C are sectional views along the line 25A-25A, 25B-25B, 25C-25C of the
paddle of Fig. 14;

Fig. 26 is a perspective exploded view of the switch with another cam driver;

Fig. 27 is a sectional view along the line 24-24 of Fig. 3 where the cam driver is that of
Fig. 26;

Fig. 28 is a perspective exploded view of the switch with still another cam driver;

Fig. 29 is a sectional view along the line 24-24 of Fig. 3 where the cam driver is that of
Fig 28;

Fig. 30 is a front perspective view of a wall plate for a single wiring device;

Fig. 31A —31C are sectional views along the lines 31A-31A to 31C-31C of the wall plate
of Fig. 30;

Fig. 32 is a sectional view of the bottom edge of the wall plate along the line 32A-32A of
Fig 30;

Fig. 33 is a sectional view of the top edge of the wall plate along the line 33A-33A of Fig.
30;

Figs. 34, 34A are views of the top edge of the wall plate of Fig. 30 showing the channel
and identifying structure;
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Fig. 35 is a fragmentary, enlarged perspective of the latching pawl of the multi-function
clip engaging the tooth rack of the wall plate;

Fig. 36 is a fragmentary, enlarged sectional side view of the wall plate and tab of the
alignment plate to indicate how the two components can be separated following latching;

Fig. 37 is an exploded perspective view of a box, alignment plate and wall plate for two
wiring devices;

Fig. 38 is an exploded view of alignment plate and wall plate for three wiring devices;

Fig. 39 is an exploded view of alignment plate and wall plate for four wmng devices;

Fig. 40 is an exploded view of alignment plate and wall plate for five wiring devices; and

Fig. 41 is an exploded view of alignment plate and wall plate for six wiring devices.

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring to Fig. 1, there is illustrated a front perspective view of a “Decora” type
electrical wall-type switch 18 and wall plate 16, as part of an assembly 10 of the prior art.
Referring to Fig, 2, there is shown a perspective exploded view of the prior art device of Fig. 1 of
wall box 13, electrical wiring device such as switch 18, attachment plate 30 and wall plate 16. A
suitable aperture is cut into a wall to provide access for the box 13 for mounting to a stud 15, or
to permit installation of a suitable box to an adjacent stud or directly to the material of the wall
(such as plasterboard). The box 13 is chosen to be large enough to accept as many wiring
devices as are to be mounted therein. The box 13 is made of metal or plastic, depending upon
local Code requirements, and has one or more openings in its sides or back to permit the
introduction of clectrical wiring or cables into the interior of the box 13. Box 13 has mounting
means 19 to permit the box to be anchored to the adjacent stud 15. The box supports a pair of
mounting cars 21 for each wiring device that is to be mounted within the box. Each mounting
car contains a threaded aperture 23 to which is fastened a mounting screw of the wiring device
such as, for example, rocker switch 18 or a receptacle. In the normal order of assembly,
electrical cables are passed through knock out openings 17, for example, to the interior of the
box. The ends of the electrical cables are stripped of insulation and attached to terminals
(contacts) on the side or rear of the body 20 of the switch 18 or a receptacle. After the electrical
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cables are attached to terminals on the side or rear of the body of the switch, the switch is pushed
into the box and held in position by screws (not shown) that are passed through clearance
openings such as elongated mounting slots 25 and threaded into openings 23 of ears 21 to mount
switch 18 within and to the box 13. Thereafier, attachment plate 30 is positioned around the
front of the switch and secured to the switch with mounting screws 26 which pass through
clearance openings 32 in the attachment plate and are threaded into openings 24 formed in the
mounting/ground strap of the wiring device. Attachment plate 30 also contains a main aperture
34 of a shape complimentary with the profile of the front of the switch 18 which extends through
it. Aperture 34 in Fig. 1 is rectangular to accept the front of the switch 18 or a receptacle. The
head of the screw which passes through aperture 25 of switch 18 and engages threaded opening
23 of mounting ears 21 is larger than the aperture 25 and, therefore, holds switch 18 ora
receptacie captive to the box 13 and to the wall surface (not shown). In a similar manner, the
head of the screw which passes through aperture 32 of the attachment plate 30 and engages
threaded opening 24 of the ground strap of the switch is larger than the aperture 32 and,
therefore, holds attachment plate 30 captive to the switch 18.

At each of the ends 36, 38 respectively, of attachment plate 30 are two latching pawls 40,
42 which are formed as extensions of attachment plate 30 but are thinner in cross-section. One
end 36 also terminates in an angled leg 48 which extends at about a 45 degree angle with respect
to the horizontal edge of end 38 of wall plate 30 and is used to help release an attached wall

plate.

Wall plats 16 is proportioned to fit over attachment plate 30 and box 13 into which the
single wiring device, such as rocker switch 18, or a receptacle is placed and to which it is
fastened.

To attach wall plate 16 to attachment plate 30, pawls 40, 42 of attachment plate 30 are
made to engage saw-tooth shaped racks 81 on the inner surfaces of end walls 70 and 72 of wall
plate 16 as the wall plate is pushed in.

Fig. 3 is a front perepective view of a wiring device such as switch 110 and wall plate 138
in accordance with the principles of the present invention; Fig. 4 is a front perspective view of
the switch 110 of Fig. 3 showing ground/mounting strap and multi-function clips; and_Fig. Sisan
exploded view of Fig. 3 showing attachment plate, switch and wall plate. Referring to Figs. 4
and S, the switch 110 has an actuating paddle 111 which pivots about an axis at its upper end and
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is biased by an internally located spring member to assume the same at-rest position when in its
“on™ and “off” position. Repeated pressing and releasing on the face of the paddle 111 of the
switch alternately closes and opens a set of contacts within the switch body to alternately connect
and disconnect  load such as a light with a source of electricity each time the paddle is pressed
and released. Thus, regardless of whether ganged switches are on-off switches, 3-way switches
or 4-way switches, the top and bottom edges of each switch will always be aligned with the top
and bottom edges of all the other switches of the gang. An on-off indicator such as a light 112 is
provided in the paddle to indicate to a user when the switch is in its on position or off position.
For example, when the light 112 is on, the switch will be in its off position, and when the light is
off, the switch will be in its on position. The paddile 111 of the switch is not located within a
frame and functionally complements the wall plate 138. The paddle of the switch has a Jength-
width matio dimension and surface configuration which provides a contact surface of increased
gize which is more easy to identify and use.

The switch 110 is attached to a ground/mounting strap 123 having ends 122 which
provide increased surface area for contact with the surface of a wall and provides support for
multi-function clips 130, 151 attached to the ends 122 by fastener means such as screws, rivets,
spot welds, pressure bonding, TOX process or the like.

Referring to Fig. 10, there is shown a perspective view of the ground/mounting strap 123
for a wiring device such as switch 110. Strap 123 has a base support member 150 located
between two intermediate support members 152 bent at right angles to the base member 150 and
which terminate with an outward projecting end 122, The two intermediate support members
152 and the base support member cradles and are securely attached to the wiring device, such as
switch 110, with rivets, screws or the like 155 (see Fig. 11 which is a bottom perspective view
showing ground/mounting strap attached to a switch ) which pass through openings 154 in the
base support member. A ground terminal 163 which projects out from the ground/mounting
strap and having a threaded opening for receiving a screw 125 is provided for connection to a
ground wire. Each end 122 of the strap 123 is rectangular in shape and has two openings 126 and
128. Opening 126 can be circular, oval, square or rectangular and is a clearance opening for
mounting screws 108 which can be provided by the manufacturer of the wiring device for
attaching the wiring device to a box. The distance between centers of openings 126 in ends 122
ofﬂiegroundhnounﬁngmlpisequaltothedistmoebetweenﬂxetuiofopeningsﬁinem
21 of box 13 (see Fig. 2) to allow mounting screws 108 to engage and be held captive by
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threaded openings 23. Opening 128 in each end 122 of the strap is a clearance opening for an
alignment pin which is a part of and is located on an alignment plate. Additional openings can be
provided in the ends 122 for attaching and/or aligning a clip to the end of the ground/mounting
strap. The ends 122 are flat rectangular members which provide an increased area for increased
contact with a wall surface. See Fig. 2 which shows the relatively small ends of a prior art
ground/mounting strap where, if the scored washers 31 are removed from the strap, the only
surface left for contact with a wall surface is the material around the opening of the mounting ear
21.

The end 122 of ground /mounting strap 122 has a width X of about 1.563 inches and a
depth “Y™ of about 0.318 inches. These dimensions are not critical. However, the distance
between the edges 129 of the ends 122 of the strap should not be greater than 4.6 inches to allow
a wall plate to fit over and cover the ground/mounting strap. The ground/mounting strap 123 can
be of sheet metal and is secured to the switch with screws, rivets or any convenient fastening
means 155. Screw terminals 126 located on either side of the body of the switch are provided to
receive phase and neutral wire conductors, not shown.

Multi-function clips 130, 151 are attached to the ends 122 of the ground/mounting strap.
The multi-function clips can be composed of phosphor bronze, spring brass, spring steel or the
like. Referring to Fig. 12, there is shown a plan view of multi-function clip 130 normally
attached to the bottom end of the ground/mounting strap, and Fig. 12A is a side view of the
multi-function clip 130 of Fig. 12. Clip 130 is the clip that is attached to the bottom end 122 of
ground/mounting strap 123 and has openings 132 and 134. When clip 130 is attached to the end
of ground/mounting strap, opening 132 is aligned with opening 126 of the ground/mounting
strap, and opening 134 is aligned with opening 128 in the strap end 122. Opening 132isa
clearance opening for a threaded fastener such as screw 108 used to couple the wiring device to a
box. Opening 132 can be round, square, oval or rectangular to allow the threaded fastener to be
moved up, down and sideways so the fastener can be aligned with the threaded opening in the
box when connecting the wiring device to the box.

Opening 134 in clip 130 is substantially circular and has three inwardly projecting

" members 133 bent upward at an angle of between 10 degrees and 30 degrees toward the face of

the wiring device. An angle of 20 degrees was found to be preferred. The ends of the three
projecting members 133 form an opening slightly smaller than the outer diameter of an alignment
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pin 118 on an alignment plate (see Fig. 9) and flex or bend upward as the alignment pin enters
the opening 134 from the rear. The ends of the projecting members 133 frictionally engage and
hold captive the alignment pin to inhibit its easy removal from the multi function clip. Located at
the end 147 of clip 130 are latching pawls 140 each slightly more than one-half of an inch in
length. The end 149 of cach latching pawl 140 is bent upward at an angle of between 20 degrees
and 60 degrees and is used to engage tooth shaped racks on the inside surface of the ends of a
wall plate to hold the wall plate captive (see Fig. 35). The ends 149 of the latching pawls 140
capture and securely hold the wall plate when the upward bend of the latching pawl 140 is
between 20 degrees and 60 degrees, where a bend of about 40 degrees was found to be
preferable. The multi-function clip 130 is just that, a clip which performs a plurality of functions
not disclosed in the prior art.

The opening 143 in the multi-function clips ca.nbe provided for attaching the clip to the
end of the ground/mounting strap with, for example, rivets, screws, the TOX process etc.
Openings 145 can be provided for alignment purposes when attaching the clip to the end of the
strap. The distance between the side edges 154 of the clip should not exceed 1.533 inches to
allow the clip to be attached to the end of the mounting/ground strap without extending over the
side edges of the strap 123. The clip shown in Figs. 12 and 12A is the clip that is attached to the
bottom end of the ground/mounting strap.

Referring to Figs. 13, there is shown a plan view of the multi-function clip normally
attached to the top end of the ground/mounting strap and Fig. 13A is a sectional side view of the
multi-function clip along line AA of Fig. 13. The clip shown in Figs. 13 and 13A is similar to
the clip shown in Figs. 12 and 12A except that end 157 of clip 151 is bent upward and opening
153 for the threaded fastener has a tab 155 which extends into opening 153, and is bent at a slight
downward angle toward the back of the switch. Tab 155 is provided to engage and hold captive
the threaded body of fastener 108 and, in addition, helps to provide a ground connection between
the strap and the threaded fastener to insure that the switch is connected to ground. As with clip
130, openings 153 in clip 151 apd opening 126 in the strap are aligned with each other during
assembly to permit the fastening means to be aligned with the threaded opening in the box as the
switch is being attached to the box. The distance between the edges 147 of the clips should not
exceed 1.533 inches to allow the clip to be attached to the end of the ground/mounting strap
without extending over the side edges of the ends 122 of the atrap 123.
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Referring to Fig. 6, there is shown a front view of a receptacle and wall plate according to
the principles of the invention; Fig. 7 is a front perspective view of the receptacle 520 of fig. 7
showing ground/mounting strap and multi-function clips; and Fig. 8 is an exploded view of Fig. 6
showing attachment plate, receptacle plate, receptacle and wall plate. Referring to Figs. 7 and 8,
the receptacle 520 is intended for 15 Amp. 125 VAC to 20 Amp. 125 VAC (not illustrated)
where, according to NEMA specification 5-15R, each individual receptacle has two slot openings
524 and 526 for receiving the flat blades of a suitable plug and a semi-circular ground blade
opening 528. Opening 526 is larger than the opening 524 to allow a two blade plug to be inserted

_ in only one way to maintain correct electrical polarization. The contact in the larger slot is

connected to the neutral conductor and, by maintaining the correct polarization, the external
metal parts of appliances such as toasters, TV"'s etc. can be grounded through the neutral
conductor. The semi-circular ground blade prevents a plug from making a reverse polarity
connection with the receptacle.

Receptacle 520 is attached to a ground/mounting strap 123 having ends 122 which
provide increased surface area for contact with the surface of a wall and provides support for
multi-function clips 130, 151 attached to the ends 122 by fastening mean such as screws, rivets,
spot welds, pressure bonding, TOX process or the like.

Referring to Fig. 10, there is shown a perspective view of the ground/mounting strap 123
for a wiring device such as receptacle 520. Strap 123 has a base support member 150 located
between two intermediate support members 152 bent at right angles to the base member 150 and
which terminates with an outward projecting end 122. The two intermediate support members
152 and the base support member cradles and are securely attached to the receptacle 520 with
rivets, screws or the like ( see Fig. 11A which is a bottom perspective view showing
ground/mounting strap attached to a receptacle) which pass through openings 154 in the base
support member. A ground terminal 163 which projects out from the ground/mounting strap and
having a threaded opening for receiving a screw 125 is provided for connection to a ground wire.
Each end 122 of the strap 123 is rectangular in ghape and has two openings 126 and 128.
Opening 126 can be circular, oval, square or rectangular and is a clearance opening for mounting
screws 108 which can be provided by the manufacturer of the wiring device for attaching the
wiring device to & box. The distance between centers of openings 126 in ends 122 of the
ground/mounting strap is equal to the distance between the centers of openings 23 in ears 21 of
box 13 (see Fig. 2) to allow mounting screws 108 to engage and be held captive by threaded
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openings 23. Openings 128 in each end 122 of the strap is a clearance opening for an alignment
pin which is a part of and is located on an alignment plate. Additional openings can be provided
in the ends 122 for attaching and/or aligning a clip to the end of the ground/mounting strap. The
ends 122 are flat rectangular members which provide an increased area for increased contact with
a wall surface. See Fig. 2 which shows the relatively small ends of a prior art ground/mounting
strap where, if the scored washers 31 are removed from the strap, the only surface left for contact
with a wall surface is the material around the opening of the mounting ear 21. The end 122 of
ground /mounting strap 122 has a width “X” of about 1.563 inches and a depth “Y™ of about
0.318 inches. These dimensions are not critical. However, the distance between the edges 129 of
the ends 122 of the strap should not be greater than 4.6 inches to allow a wall plate to fit over and
cover the ground/mounting strap. The ground/mounting strap 123 can be of sheet metal and is
secured to the receptacle with screws, rivets or any convenient fastening means 155. Screw
terminals 126 located on either side of the body of the receptacle are provided to receive phase
and neutral wire conductors, not shown.

Multi-function clips 130, 151 are attached to the ends 122 of the ground/mounting strap.
The multi-function clips can be composed of phosphor bronze, spring brass, spring steel or the
like. Referring to Fig. 12, there is shown a plan view of multi-function clip 130 normally
attached to the bottom end of the ground/mounting strap, and Fig. 12A is a side view of the
multi-function clip 130 of Fig. 12. Clip 130 is the clip that is attached to the bottom end 122 of
ground/mounting strap 123 and has openings 132 and 134. When clip 130 is attached to the end
of the ground/mounting strap, opening 132 is aligned with opening 126 of the ground/mounting
strap, and opening 134 is aligned with opening 128 in the strap end 122. Opening 132isa
clearance opening for a threaded fastener such as screw 108 used to couple the wiring deviceto a
box. Opening 132 can be round, square, oval or rectangular to allow the threaded fastener to be
moved up, down and sideways so the fastener can be aligned with the threaded opening in the
box when connecting the wiring device to the box.

Opening 134 in clip 130 is substantially circular and has three inwardly projecting
members 133 bent upward at an angle of between 10 degrees and 30 degrees toward the face of
the wiring device. An angle of 20 degrees was found to be preferred. The ends of the three
projecting members 133 form an opening slightly smaller than the outer diameter of an alignment
pin 118 on an alignment plate (see Fig. 9) and flex or bend upward as the alignment pin enters
the opening 134 from the rear. The ends of the projecting members 133 frictionally engage and
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hold captive the alignment pin to inhibit it casy removal from the multi function clip. Located at
the end 147 of clip 130 are Iatching pawls 140 each slightly more than one-half of an inch in
length. The end 149 of each latching pawl 140 is bent upward at an angle of between 20 degrees
and 60 degrees and is used to engage tooth shaped racks on the inside surface of the ends of a
wall plate to hold the wall plate captive (sce Fig. 35). The ends 149 of the latching pawls 140
capture and securely hold the wall plate when the upward bend of the latching pawl 140 is
between 20 degrees and 60 degrees, where a bend of about 40 degrees was found to be
preferable. Multi-function clip 130 is just that, a clip which performs a plurality of functions not
disclosed in the prior art.

The opening 143 in the multi-function clips can be provided for attaching the clip to the
end of the ground/mounting strap with, for example, rivets, screws, the TOX process etc.
Openings 14Scanbepmvidedﬁaralignmmtpurpomv;rhmlthchingthecliptotheendofthe
strap. The distance between the side edges 154 of the clip should not exceed 1.533 inches to
allow the clip to be attached to the end of the mounting/ground strap without extending over the
side edges of the strap 123. The clip shown in Figs. 12 and 12A is the clip that is attached to the
bottom end of the ground/mounting strap.

Referring to Fig. 13, there is shown a plan view of multi-function clip normally attached
to the top end of the ground/mounting strap and Fig 13A is a sectional side view of the multi-
function clip along line A-A of Fig. 13. The clip of Figs. 13, 13A is attached to the top of the
ground/mounting strap. The clip shown in Figs. 13 and 13A is similar to the clip shown in Figs.
12 and 12A except that end 157 of the clip 151 is bent upward and opening 153 for the threaded
fastener has a tab 155 which extends into opening 153 and is bent at a slight downward angle
toward the back of the receptacle. Tab 155 is provided to engage and hold captive the threaded
bodyoffutmer108md,inaddiﬁon,helpstopmvideagmum}comecﬁonbetwemthe:hpmd
the threaded fastener to insure that the receptacle is connected to ground. As with clip 130,
openings 153 in clip 151 and opening 126 in the strap are aligned with each other during
assembly to permit the fastening means to be aligned with the threaded opening in the box as the
receptacle is being attached to the box. The distance between the edges 147 of the clips should
not exceed 1.522 inches to allow the clip to be attached to the end of the ground/mounting strap
without extending over the side edges of the ends 122 of the strap 123.
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Referring to Fig. 9, there is shown a front perspective view of alignment plate 114 of Fig.
5 for a single wiring device such as a switch or a receptacle. Alignment plate 114, which can be
composed of any suitable material such as brass, alumipum, cold rolled steel, plastic, a plastic
coated with a conducting material, etc., has a centrally located opening 116 sized to accept the
body of a wiring device. Centrally located at opposite top and bottom ends of opening 116 and
cither opening into or separated from opening 116 are two clearance openings 117 for mounting
screws 108 used 1o secure the wiring device, a switch or a receptacle, and alignment plate 114 to
box 13. Located between the outer edge of each clearance opening 117 and the end 121 of plate
114 ig an alignment pin 118. Clearance openings 117 in alignment plate 114 which can have an
open end as shown in Fig. 9 or be an opening fully encircled by material. When the alignment
plate is attached to the ground/mounting strap, openings 128 in the ends 122 of the
ground/mounting strap are clearance openings for alignment pins 118 and are aligned with
openings 134 in the multi-function clips 130,151. Thus, the alignment pins are positioned to
enter openings 134 in multi-function clips 130, 151 attached to the lower and upper ends of the
ground/mounting strap 123 of the wiring device as the wiring device is being attached to the
alignment plate. Alignment plate 114 can have two ribs 119 and has a downwardly extending tab
120 which extends from the bottom edge and is used to facilitate removal of a wall plate from
around the face of the wiring device. The alignment plate 114, when attached to the wiring
device, covers the box in which the wiring device is installed. The alignment plate 114 shown in
Fig. 9 is for a single wiring device.

The alignment plate 114 helps to overcome difficulties encountered with respect to
mounting and positioning wiring devices such as one or more switches, a switch and/or a
receptacle, or one or more receptacles to a box prior to placing a wall plate around the wiring
devices, Prior to mounting a wall plate , various difficulties can be encountered such as aligning
the wiring devices with each other, positioning the wiring devices to be parallel to each other,
adjusting the spacing between the wiring devices to be equal and uniform and fixing all of the
wiring devices to be flat against the wall. These difficulties are overcome with alignment plate
114 which has a single opening and a pair of alignment pins in combination with multi-function
clips. The opening in the alignment plate is sized to receive one or more wiring devices which
are to be positioned side by side in a box and the alignment plate has a pair of alignment pins 118
which hold and accurately poaiﬁonenchofthewiriﬂgdevice relative to each other and along a
flat plane. Each set of alignment pins on the alignment plate is located on a vertical axis which
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defines the center for a wiring device and each wiring device has a multi-function clip at each ’7
end of the ground/mounting strap for frictionally receiving and holding captive the alignment

pins on the alignment plats. When being assembled, the wiring devices are first attached to the
alignment plate and the alignment plate, which now holds captive the wiring devices, is attached
tolwa'llboxbymwmofmountinslcrewu. Thereafter, a wall plate is positioned around the

wiring devices without requiring any further adjustments by simply pressing the wall plate in
toward the wall to allow the ends 145 of the latching pawls 140 of the multi-function clips to

engage tecth on the ingide ends of the wall plate.

The multi function clips, in addition to clamping the wall plate to the ground/mounting
strap, helps to overcome various difficulties encountered with respect to mounting and
positioning one or more electrical wiring devices to a box to allow a wall plate to be quickly and
ﬂsilypqliﬁonednmundthewiringdevicu and to also be flat against the wall. Each wiring
device according to the present invention has at each end of the ground/mounting strap & multi-
function clip that has locating openings 134 for receiving and engaging alignment pins 118 on
the alignment plate 114. The pins on the alignment plate, when engaged by the close clearance
locating openings 134 in the multi-function clips, accurately positions each wiring device in all
directions, sideways, up, down, and the plate itself positions the wiring device along a flat plane
to allow a wall plste to be positioned around a single wiring device or a gang of wiring devices
without any initial or subsequent adjustment being required. Each pair of alignment pins on the
alignment plate is located on a substantially vertical axis which accurately defines the center of a
wiring device, although it is within the scope of the present invention to provids other
alignments, as well. The opening 134 in each multi-function clip receives and holds captive an
alignment pin 118. The multi-fimction clips, in cooperation with the alignment pins, accurately
positions and aligns all wiring devices mounted on the alignment plate. As is disclosed below,
the alignment plate can be made o receive one or more wiring devices. After the wiring
device(s) are attached to the alignment plate, the wiring device(s), together with an alignment
plate are attached to a wall box by means of threaded fasteners such as screws which pass
through openings 132 of the multi-function clips, openinga 127 in the ground/mounting strap and
openings 117 of the alignment plate. The alignment plate provides a substantially flat rigid
support for the wiring devices and insures that all the wiring devices are accurately positioned to
allow a wall plate to be placed around the wiring devices without requiring any further
adjustment.
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During assembly, the electrical cables in the box are stripped of insulation and are
attached to terminals on the side or back of a wiring device such as a switch or receptacle. After
the wires are attached to the wiring device, the alignment plate is positioned behind the wiring
device by threading the wiring device through the opening in the alignment plate. The front face
of the alignment plate is now moved toward the back face of the ends of the ground/mounting
strap. As the alignment plate moves toward the wiring device, the alignment pins 118 on the
alignment plate enter openings 128 in the strap and openings 134 in clips 130. As the alignment
pins enter the openings 134, they force the upwardly bent projections 133 to resiliently move
upward and spread slightly apart to allow the alignment pins to fully enter openings 134. The
ends of the upwardly bent projections engage and hold captive alignment pins 118 and strongly
resist backward movement and withdrawal of the pins from the openings 134. The switch or
receptacle which is now attached to the alignment plate and is connected to the electrical wires, is
inserted into the box. As the wiring device is inserted into the box, screws 108 located in
openings 132 in the multi-function clips and clearance openings 117 in alignment plate are
aligned with and threaded into openings 23 to hold both the alignment plate and wiring device(s)
to the box and wall surface. The head of the screw which passes through opening 126 of the end
of the ground/mounting strap of the wiring device and opening 132 in the clip is larger than
either opening and, therefore, holds the wiring device and alignment plate 114,

The wall plate is now placed over the installed wiring devices. It is to be noted (see Figs.
3, 4 and 5) when the wiring device is the switch here disclosed, the paddle of switch 110 is
frameless. It is not located within a frame. Thus, the switch must be accurately positioned
within the wall plate to insure that the paddie is free to move without touching any surface of the
wall plate or a side surface of an adjacently positioned wiring device.

Each multi-function clip 130, 151 contains two side-by-side latching pawls 140. See
Figs. 12-13A. Each latching pawl 140 is bent downward toward the back of the wiring device by
about 40 degrees. After the wiring device is attached to the alignment plate, the two latching
pawls 140 of the multi-function clip at the bottom end of the wiring device straddles tab 120 on
the alignment plate. Tab 120 (see Fig. 36) functions as a tool pivot point to allow the wall plate
138, when attached to the alignment plate, to be easily removed from around the switch or
receptacle. A slot 74 in the lower edge of the wall plate 138 provides access for the insertion of a
small flat tool such as a screw driver to facilitate removal of the wall plate from the wiring
device.
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Wall plate 138 is proportioned to fit over alignment plate 114, the ends 122 of the
ground/mounting strap 123 and the box within which the wiring device is located. The wall plate
138 is located around the wiring device and locked in position by pushing the wall plate toward
the wiring device until the ends of the latching pawls 140 engage teeth on the inside wall of the
top and bottom edges of the wall plate.

Referring to Figs. 14-24, thero is shown in detail multiple views of the switch and
components of the switch of Figs. 3-5. More specifically, Fig. 14 is an exploded view of a switch
in accordance with the principles of the invention; Fig. 15 is a perspective view of the base
assembly of the switch of Fig. 14; Fig. 16 is an exploded view of the base assembly of Fig. 15;
Fig. 17 is another exploded view of the switch; Fig. 18 is still another exploded view of the
switch; Fig. 19 is a partial sectional exploded view of the cam driver of the switch; Fig. 20is a
perspective exploded view of the switch showing the light assembly board; Fig. 21A is a plan
view of the light assembly board; Fig. 21B is a bottom perspective view of the light assembly
board; Fig. 22 is a perspective exploded view showing the light pipe in the paddle of the switch;
Fig. 23 is a perspective view of the light pipe; and, Fig. 24 is a sectional view along the line 24-
24 of Fig. 3.

Referring to Fig. 14, there is shown an exploded view of base assembly 300 and frame
assembly 400 which, when joined together and coupied to paddle 112 forms a single pole switch,
and Fig. 15 which shows a perspective view of the base assembly 300. Base assembly 300
includes shell member 302 composed of clectrically insulating material and having a longitudinal
channel 304 which extends along the length of shell member 302 and is centrally located
between the side walls 306, 308 of member 302. Channel 304 is sized to receive a slider 320
(see Fig. 16) which slides back and forth in channel 304. Located in ghell member 302 and
beyond each end of channel 304 are clearance openings 310 for receiving fastening means 124
such as rivets, screws or the like to lock the ground/mounting strap 123, the base assembly 300
and the frame assembly 400 together. Side wall 308 of the shell member has an opening 309
adapted to receive a stationary terminal assembly 312 and side wall 306 has an opening 336 for
receiving brush terminal assembly 346, each more fully shown in Fig. 16.

Referring to Fig. 16, stationary terminal 312 consists of a rectangular plate 313 and a
substantially non-yielding contact bearing arm 314 bent at a right angle to the plate and having a
contact 316. Stationary terminal 312 is of conducting material such as brass, etc. An inverted U
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shaped slot 318 located in rectangular plate 313 is a clearance opening for termingal screw 320
which threads into pressure plate 323 located behind plate 313. In operation, as terminal screw
320 is tightened, the bottom surface of the head of screw 320 and pressure plate 323 move
toward each other to clamp the rectangular plate 313. Stationary terminal assembly 312 is
adapted to be connected to an electrical conductor by either placing a turn of electrical conductor
such as a wire under the head of the screw 320 or by inserting a straight end of the conductor
between the pressure plate 323 and the rectangular plate 313, and then tightening screw 320 to
lock the conductor between either plates 313 and 323, or the plate 313 and the head of the screw
320. Looking at side wall 308 of shell member 302, each of the two side edges 311 of opening
309 contain a vertical slot or rail 315 provided to receive and hold the side edges of rectangular
plate 313. Sliding the rectangular plate 313 of the stationary terminal assembly 312 down into
the slots or rails 315 in the edges of the opening 309 positions and holds the stationary terminal
assemnbly 312 in position within the opening 309 of side wall 308 of shell member 302.

Brush terminal assembly 346 includes a rectangular plate 380 composed of electrical
conducting material such as brass etc., which supports a yieldable contact bearing arm 344
having a contact 317. An inverted U shaped slot 381 located in rectangular plate 380 is a
clearance opening for terminal screw 386. Terminal screw 386 freely passes thru clearance
opening 381 and threads into pressure plate 388. Tightening terminal screw 386 clamps the
rectangular plate 380 between the bottom surface of the head of the screw 386 and the pressure
plate 388. Brush terminal assembly 346 is adapted to be connected to an electrical conductor by
either placing a tum of the conductor under the head of the screw or inserting a straight end of
the conductor between the pressure plate 388 and the rectangular plate 380. Tightening the screw
386 locks the conductor between the screw head and plate 380, or between plate 380 and
pressure plate 388. Looking at side wall 306 of shell member 302, the two edges 303 of opening
384 each has a narrow vertical slot or rail 317 for receiving and holding the side edges of
rectangular plate 380. Sliding rectangular plate 380 of brush terminal assembly 346 down into
slots or rails 317 in the edges of opening 384 positions and holds the brush terminal assembly in
opening 384 of the side wall 306 of the shell member 302.

The stationary terminal assembly 312 and the brush terminal assembly 346 are made of
conductive material so that a circuit can be completed between the conductive wires connected to
screw terminals 320, 386. Preferably, the conductive components are all of substantial grade,
good quality electrical materials so that substantial currents, for example 10 or 20 amperes, can

e
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repeatedly be carried for extended periods of time without significant heat generation, electrical
losses or excessive arcing. Such materials can include silver alloys for the contacts, beryllium
copper alloy for the brush arm and brass for the remaining conductive components.

Referring to Figs. 15 and 16, slider 320, when positioned within channel 304 can freely
slide back and forth between the side walls 319, 321 from one end of the channel to the other end
of the channel, Slider 320 has, at one end, a rectangular funnel shaped slot opening 322 which
extends completely through the slider and is provided to receive cam follower 370 of cam 366. It
is understood that the rectangular funnel shaped slot opening 322 in not restricted to an end of the
slider, but can be located anywhere along the slider to a place where it is convenient to do so.
Projecting downward from the bottom surface of slider 320 and about mid-way between the ends
of the slider is a triangular shaped cam follower 324. Projecting upward from the top surface of
the slider 320 and about mid-way between the slider ends is a hold down projection 326. Also
projecting upward from the top surface of the slider is a brush terminal control projection 327.
The space 329 between hold down projection 326 and brush terminal control projection 327 is
provided to receive spring contact arm 344 of brush terminal assembly 346. Movement of the
slider 320 in direction “A” causes projection 327 to urge contact arm 344 to bend downward and
move away from stationary contact 316. Movement of the slider 326 in direction *“B” causes
projection 327 to move up which allows contact arm 344 to spring back and allow contact 317 to
make electrical contact with contact 316. A bumper support member 328 which projects outward
from the side of the alider 320 provides support for a rubber O ring 330. With the slider located
in slider receiving channel 304, O ring 330 moves back and forth between stops 332, 334 of
opening 336 in side wall 321 (see Fig. 15) as the slider is driven from one end of channel 304 to
the other. The O ring is used to cushion the stopping of the slider 320 by contacting stops 332,
334 located at the ends of opening 336 in wall 321. Contact 317 of brush terminal assembly 346
(sce Fig. 16) is biased by spring arm 344 to move upward toward stationary contact 316. To help
offset some of the upward force exerted by arm 344 which moves contact 317 toward contact 316
as the slider is moved down, a helper spring 338 is provided. Helper spring 338 also helps to
balance the feel of the rocker paddle as the switch is operated.

Movable spring contact arm 344 of brush terminal assembly 346 is spring biased to move
contact 317 up toward stationary contact 316. Therefore, more force is needed by the slider 320
to move contact 317 on spring contact arm 344 out of engagement with stationary contact 316
than is needed to close the contacts. Referring to Fig. 16, helper spring 338 is used to help
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overcome this force. Helper spring 338 is a strip of flat spring metal folded about its center with
a generous radius to have two legs 337, 339 which forms an inverted V. The inverted V shaped
helper spring 338 fits in chamber 340 located at the top end of channel 304 (see Fig. 16) with the
apex of the V being at the top of the channel. As slider 320 is moved up, the spring bias of
spring contact arm 344 assists in closing contacts 316, 317. As the slider moves up and the
contacts close, the end 342 of slider 320 contacts leg 339 of helper spring 338 and urges it to
move toward leg 337. At this time, helper spring 338 is compressed and now biases slider 320 to
move down. When the contacts 316, 317 are being opened, helper spring 338 urges slider to
move down against the force of the spring contact arm 344, Thus, spring 338 helps to overcome
the force exerted by the spring contact arm 344 of the brush terminal 344 on the slider when the
spring contact arm 344 is being moved down to open the contacts 316, 317.

Wall 348 at the end of chamber 340 contains a slot opening 350 which allows the end 342
of slider 320 to enter chamber 340 to engage and move leg 339 toward leg 337 of helper spring
338. Wall 348 helps to keep helper spring 338 within the chamber 340.

As in Fig, 24, located directly beneath slider receiving channel 304 and opening into
channel 304 is spring chamber 354. Spring chamber 354 is elongated, has a rectangular cross-
section and contains a flat cam shaped leaf spring 352. The spring chamber 354 can be centrally
and symmetrically disposed in the switch base 300 and has support bars 356 at each end for
supporting flat cam shaped leaf spring 352. Located beyond each support bar 356 is an end
pocket 365. The overall length of chamber 354 is determined by the length of the flat cam
shaped leaf spring 352.

Cam shaped leaf spring 352 is formed from a flat resilient steel strip, preferably apring
steel, and has a profile substantially similar to that shown in Fig. 22. The flat cam shaped leaf
spring 352 has a profile that is symmetrical about a center apex 358. Moving along the spring
352 from the apex to the ends, the spring has a short down sloping cam portion 359 on each side
of the apex 358 which, together with support sections 357 forms a depression 360, 362 at each
side of the apex. The support sections 357 rest on support bars 356 and terminate in U shaped
outer end portions 364 which resides in end pockets 365. The apex 358, the centrally located rise
of the spring and the flat gshort cam portions 359 on each side of the apex and joined by support
sections 357 provide a surface discontinuity rather than a smooth transition for the cam 324 as it
travels over the apex.
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Referring to Figs. 16 and 24, cam 366 is used to move the slider back and forth-between
its left and right hand positions which corresponds to the off and on position of the switch. Cam
366 has two cylindrical shaped projections 368 which are aligned with each other and extend out
from the sides to form an axel support shaft rotatably received by support bearing openings 378
located in side walls 319, 321 of the slider receiving channel 304. In operation, cam 366 can
rock back and forth in a clockwise and counterclockwise direction about the axel defined by the
projections 368. Extending downward and below projections 368 is cam follower 370 which fits
in the rectangular funnel shaped slot opening 322 in slider 320 with minimum clearance.
Extending upward from projections 368 is cam control surface 430 having a first pocket 374
located st the [eft of the cam, and a second pocket 372 located at the right of the cam. Looking at
the profile of the cam 366 as shown in Fig. 24, pocket 372 is at the right side of the axes of
rotation of the cam, and pocket 374 is at the left side of the axes of rotation of the cam. Thus,
when the slider is at its right hand position, application of a downward force on pocket 372 will
cause the cam follower 370 to rotate in a clockwise direction to cause slider 320 to move to the
left. In a similar way, application of a downward force on pocket 374, when the slider is at its
left hand position, will cause the cam follower 370 to rotate in a counterclockwise direction to
cause the slider to move to the right. Thus, pressing down on pocket 372 causes the cam to rotate
clockwise which causes the cam follower 370 to move the slider to the left. Thereafter, pressing
down on pocket 374 will now cause the cam to rotate counterclockwise to cause the cam follower
to move the slider to the right. Alternatcly pressing on pockets 372 and 374 will cause the slider
to move back and forth, first in one direction and then in the other direction,

Projecting upward from the bottorn member 401 of frame assembly 400, and of the same
material as the bottom member, are two hook members 396 (see Fig. 16 and 18) which engage
and pivotly hold cooperating hook members 418 (see Fig. 17) which project down from subplate
412 of the rocker assembly 398. Frame assembly 400 includes a rectangular clearance opening
402 located in bottom member 401 which is aligned with the top of cam 366 and through which
an actuator 405 (see Figs. 18 and 19) of cam driver 431 projects to engage and operate cam 366.

The cam 366 is operated by articulated cam driver 431(Fig. 19) which consists of a
cylindrical shaped member 409, a plunger 403, an actuator 405, and a conical shaped coil spring
407. The cam driver 431 engages and drives cam 366, first in a clockwise direction, then in a
counter-clockwise direction each time plunger 403 is moved down. The open ended cylindrical
shaped member 409 supports two cars 411, each having a threaded opening for receiving a
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holding member such as a screw to secure the member 409 to frame assembly 400. Member 409
containg a firet opening 413 at its lower end and a second opening 415 at its upper end. The first
opening 413 at the lower end of the cylindrical shaped member 409 is sufficiently large to avoid
obstructing or interfering with the rectangular clearance opening 402 when the member 409 is
mounted to bottom member 401 of the frame assembly 400 and is positioned over opening 402.
The cylindrical shaped member 409 supports an internal, inwardly projecting ridge 417 located
between the first 413 and second 415 openings.

Phimmger 403 slidably fits within member 409. The outside diameter of plunger 403 is
slightly smaller than the diameter of the second opening 415 in the upper end of cylindrical
shaped member 409 which allows the plunger to move up and down in opening 415 without
binding. Plunger 403 has a akirt 429 which has, at its end, an external, outwardly projecting
ridge 433. Shoulder 417 in cylindrical shaped member 409 and ridge 433 on the plunger 403
engage cach other to keep plunger 403 captive within member 409.

Actuator 405, which can be composed of cold rolled steel or a plastic having suitable
characteristica supports an elongated shaft 421 having a generous radius at one end and first 423
and sccond 425 collars at the other end. Collar 423 is smaller in diameter than collar 425 and is
adapted to be frictionally connected to the smaller diameter end of conical spring 407. The end
of the second collar 425 is located within opening 428 of plunger 403 and contacts internal
projection 427,

Coil spring 407 has a conical shape, the spex of which is wrapped around and frictionally
cngages collar 423 and the base of spring 407 is sufficiently large in diameter to extond beyond
the rectangular clearance opening 402 to avoid interfering with shaft 421 as it pivots back and
forth in the rectangular clearance opening 402. Opening 402 has a long dimension along the
length of the switch and a small dimension along the width of the switch. The small dimension
of opening 402 is slightly larger than the diameter of shaft 421 to permit the shaft 421 to move in
opening 402 without binding and the long dimension of opening 402 allows shaft 421 to engage
and operate cam 366 without binding.

A small projection 406 which extends upward from the bottom 401 of frame assembly -
400 and of the same material as the bottom member can be used to engage the lower end of a
helper helical spring 408 which is provided to urge the rocker paddle 112 to its out position. In
normal use, the spring 407 will provide sufficient force to urge the paddie 112 away from frame
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assembly 400. However, in those instances where additional force may be desired, helper spring
408 can be present. The outside diameter of the projection 406 is slightly less than the ingide
diameter of helical helper spring 408 and fits within an end of the helical helper spring. The
upper end of helical helper spring 408 is located within and held captive in a pocket 410 (see Fig.
17) located in subplate 412. Subplate 412 is secured to the underside of the rocker paddle 112 by
adhesive, by plastic projections which extend from the underside of the rocker paddle and, after
passing through openings in the subplate are staked over, or the like.

Referring to Fig. 17, there is shown a perspective exploded view of the bottom of base
assembly 300, frame assembly 400 and rocker assombly 398 of a single pole switch. Referring to
the frame assembly 400 which can be a unitary member formed of a suitable plastic, two
projections 414 project out from the bottom surface and are positioned to contact the top surface
of the axel support shaft formed by aligned cylindrical projections 368 of the cam 366.
Projections 414 prevent the cylindrical projections 368 from moving out of their bearing surfaces
in the side walls of the slider receiving channel. Also projecting downward from the bottom
surface of the frame assembly 400 is a slider hold down projection 416 which slidably contacts
projection 326 on the slider 320. Projection 416, by contacting projection 326 on slider 330,
prevents slider 320 from being pushed up and out of channel 304 by the upward force of cam
profile leaf spring 352 pushing up on triangular shaped cam follower 324.

The subplate 412 is attached to the underside of paddle 112 and is a unitary member of a
plastic material having two hook shaped members 418 formed thereon which project down from
the bottom surface. The hook shaped members 418 are positioned to engage hooks 396 on the
frame assembly 400. Hooks 418, when engaged by hooks 396, allow the rocker assembly to
movewwardandmyﬁomtheﬁ'unelmblymm:tﬂmnmeﬁu'm,pmmtthembplam
and attached rocker paddle from being separated from the frame assembly 400. A downward
extending ring 410 on the subplate 412 is aligned with projection 406 on the frame assembly to
provide an anchor for the top end of helper spring 408 when a helper spring is used. The inside
dimmeter of ring 410 is slightly larger than the outside diameter of the helper spring to permit the
end of the helper spring to be placed within ring 410. Two arms 422 which project beyond the
rear end of the subplate 412 each supports a circular stud 420, one on the outside end of each
arm, are axially aligned with each other to form a common axel. The studs snap into openings
424 in the frame assembly 400 to form a hinge about which the subplate and the rocker paddle
112 to pivot relative to the frame and base assemblies. The subplate 412 is secured to the bottom
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surface of the rocker paddle 112 to form a unitary assembly with an adhesive, by heat staking or
the like.

The switch here disclosed can have an on-off indicating means such as a light to indicate
when the switch is in its conducting state and when in its non-conducting state. The on-off
indicating light can be of a color or white. In practice, a blue light was found to be preferred.
Referring to Figs. 21 A and 21B, there is shown the top and bottom of a Printed Circuit Board
(PCB) which fits within the frame sssembly 400, Located an the top surface of the board 430 is
a resistor 432, a diode 434 and an LED 436 connected together and to spring terminals 390.
Referring to Fig. 14, frame assembly 400 fits on top of base assembly 300 and provides support
for the PCB and has openings for the spring contacts 390 to project through the frame assembly
and make contact with plate 313 of the stationary terminal assembly and plate 380 of the brush
terminal agsembly 346. LED 436 indicates the conductive state of the switch by being “on” or
“of . In operation, lamp 394 will be “‘on” when the contacts of the switch are open, and the
lamp will be “off” when the contacts of the switch are closed.

Referring now to Fig. 23, there is shown a light pipe 440 which is connected to the
underside of the paddle (see Fig. 22) to optically connect the LED to a window 442 in the lower
end of the paddle. The end of the light pipe adjacent to the LED has a spherical face for
receiving light from the LED, and the other end of the light pipe has a diffuser texture exit
surface which is the window in the edge of the paddle.

Referring to Fig. 24, to assemble the switch, the helper spring 338 is inserted into end
chamber 340, leaf spring 352 is place into spring chamber 354 and slider 320 is-placed into
channel 304. The end 342 of the slider faces the helper spring 338 and the triangular shaped cam
follower 324 which projects from the bottom of the slider alidably engages the top surface of leaf
spring 352. Projecting cylindrical studs 368 of cam 366 are placed within bearing surface
openings 378 in side walls 319, 321 of channel 304 with cam follower 370 being positioned
within opening 322 of slider 320. Stationary terminal assembly 312 is positioned in the opening
309, and brush terminal assembly 346 is positioned within opening 384. As the brush terminal
assembly 346 is being placed in position, the spring contact arm 344 is moved backward against
the force of the spring arm and is positioned within slot 329 located between the holding down
projection 326 and the spring contact arm control member 327 of slider 320. At this time all the
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various components have been placed within the switch base 300 and the assemblage resembles
that shown in Fig. 24,

Referring now to the frame assembly 400 and the cam driver 431, plunger 403 is
positioned within the cylindrical shaped member 409 by inserting the plunger 403 through the
bottom opening of the cylindrical shaped member 409 until the outwardly extending ridge 421 at
the end of the skirt of the plunger engages inwardly projecting ridge 417 of the plunger.
Thereafter, actuator 405 is inserted through the bottomn opening of the cylindrical shaped member
409 and into the plunger until the top surface of collar 425 contacts internal projection 427 which
extends downward from the inside surface of the top of the plunger 403. Conical shaped coil
spring 407 is now inserted through the bottom opening of the cylindrical shaped member 409 and
placed around the actuator 405 with the apex of the coil spring being positioned around the collar
423. At this time the assembled cam driver 431 is positioned onto the bottom member 401 of the
frame 400 with the actuator being positioned to freely move through elongated opening 402 and
the clearance openings in the frame being aligned with the threaded openings in the ears of the
cylindrical shaped member.

The frame assemblage 400, which includes the LED, resistor, diode and contacts 390, is
now placed over the switch base, a ground/mounting strap is placed along the bottom and ends of
base assembly 300, and screws, drive pins, rivets or the like 124 are used to lock the
ground/mounting strap, switch bage assemblage and frame assemblage together. In the
embodiment shown, the conical shaped coil spring 407 exerts an upward force on the actuator
and the plunger to maintain the plunger in its extended most outward position. The subplate has
a cutout 433 through which the plunger 403 passes to contact the underside of the rocker paddie
112. Thus, top surface of the plunger contacts the bottom surface of the rocker and it is the
upward force of the spring 407 that biases the rocker to its outward position and that a user must’
overcome when the switch is being operated. In some instances, it may be desirable to have a
switch which requires a greater force to operate. If a greater force is desired, it can be obtained
with a helical spring 429 where the lower end is placed over projection 406 on the frame and the
top is placed within the spring pocket 410 of the subplate. The projections 420 on the legs 422
are snapped into the openings 424 in the frame assembly 400 to form the hinge which allows the
rocker agsembly 398 and the frame assembly 400 to pivot relative to each other. Thereafter the
rocker assembly 398 which includes the subplate, is pressed down toward the frame assembly
until hooks 418 engage hooks 396. At this time the bottom or underside of the rocker assembly
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contacts the top surface of the plunger 403 and the application of finger pressure on the rocker
assembly will move it toward the frame assembly againat the force of spring 407 to drive the
clongated shaft 421 of the actuator 405 down through the opening 402 to engage the cam
eccentric surface 372.

Fig. 24 is a sectional view of a single pole switch where the contacts of the switch are
closed and the switch is in its conducting state. The next time the face of the rocker paddle is
pressed, plunger 421, acting against the force of spring 407, is urged to move down to contact the
ramp 430 of cam 366 and slide toward the right and enters pocket 372. Continued pressing on
the rocker paddle causes the actuator 405 to continue to move down and rotate cam 366
clockwise about cylindrical projections 368. This causes cam follower 370 to rotate in a
clockwise direction and move slider 320 to the left. As slider 320 moves toward the left, the
triangular shaped cam follower 324 moves out of depression 360 of the spring and across the
right support section 359 toward the centrally located apex 358 of the cam shaped leaf spring
352. As the glider continues to move to the left, triangular shaped cam 324 deflects leaf spring
352 downward because projection 326 on slider 320, in cooperation with holding projection 416,
prevents the slider 320 from moving upward. As the triangular shaped cam 324 moves over the
top of the apex 358 of the spring and toward the left support section 359 of the apex, the leaf
spring starts to spring back to its original unstressed position by moving up. This upward
movement of the lcaf spring acts on the shaped cam follower 324 and helps drive and accelerate
the cam follower 324 and the slider 320 to the left until the cam follower 324 comes to rest in
depression 362. At this time the contacts of the switch are separated from each other. Thus, the
cam shaped leaf spring 352, in combination with the cam follower 324 helps to move the slider to
either the left or right depressions 362, 360 to rapidly open and close the contacts. The next time
that the rocker is depressed, the actuator 405 will enter pocket 374 of the cam to cause it to rotate
in a counterclockwise direction which will cause the slider to depress the leaf spring as it moves
to the right. As the cam follower 324 continues to move to the right and as it passes apex 358,
the depressed leaf spring starts to spring up to return to its original position. This upward
movement of the leaf spring causes the cam follower 324 to move toward the right umtil it
reaches depression 360 at which time the switch contacts are closed. Continued pressing and
releasing the rocker paddle of the switch alternately opens and closes the contacts of the switch.
The state of conduction of the switch can be displayed to a user by light from an LED, a neon
lamp or a pilot light connected across the stationary and brush terminal assemblies. When the
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contacts of the switch are closed, there is no potential difference across the lamp-resistor
combination and the lamp will remain dark. When the contacts of the switch are open, there will
be a potential difference across the lamp-resistor combination and the lamp will be lit.

Referring to Figs. 25A, 25B and 25C, there is shown sectional views of paddle 112 of the
switch of Fig. 14. Fig. 25A is a section along the line A-A of Fig. 14; Fig. 25B is a section along
the line B-B of Fig. 14; and, Fig. 25C is a section along the line C-C of Fig. 14. The width of the
paddle is 1.79 inches and the length of the paddle is 2.77 inches. The face of the paddle has a
vertical axis along its length and a horizontal axis along its width where the face of the paddle
along its vertical axis has a contour of positive first differential comprised of a combination of
splines drawn between points of varying distances from a datum plane and zero second
differential when the rate of height increase of the individual splines is constant. The horizontal
axis has a surface with a contour of a positive first differential and negative second differential
comprised of a combination of splines drawn between points of varying distance from a datum
plane. Referring to Fig. 25A, the surface along line A-A lies between two profile boundaries
substantially 0.139 inches apart, perpendicular to datum plane A, equally disposed about the true
profile and positioned with respect to a datum plane. The basic dimensions and the profile
tolerance establish a tolerance zone to control the shape and size of the surface. The surface is
about 2.77 inches in length. Within that length, a contour is defined by the dimensions of about
twenty equidistant points which are about 0.139 inches apart. Each dimension indicates that
point’s distance to a datum plane A, the back, flat surface of the paddle. Moving from left to
right in Fig 25A, the dimensions increase from about 0.277 to about 0.328 inches at the center,
and then decreases to about 0.278 inches at the right end. This progression defines a contour of
increasing and then decreasing height where the points are connected by individual splines. The
points are not connected by a single arc and the rate at which the contour height increases in not
constant. The rate of height increase of the individual splines decreases from left to right to the
center, and then increases from the center to the right end. Thus, the second differential of the
contour is negative from each end toward the center. That is that the difference between some of
the points distnncedimmsionﬁ'ommmdtowardtheemterdecreasu._ Thus, from an end to the
center, the surface has a contour of positive first differential and negative second differential,
comprised of a combination of splices drawn between points of varying distance from a datum
plane. This description substantially describes the paddle’s face along the lines A-A, B-B and C-
C of Fig. 14.
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The section along line B-B of Fig. 14 which runs along the horizontal center line of the
paddle is shown in Fig. 25B and defines a surface having positive first differential and
substantially negative second differential from an end to the center line. The second differential
is substantially negative because not all successive points have a constant increase.

The section along line C-C of Fig. 14 which runs along the diagonal of the paddle is
shown in Fig. 25C and defines a surface having a positive first differential and substantially
negative second differential from an end to the center line. The second differential is
substantially negative because not all successive points have a constant increase.

Figs. 25A-C discloses, in detail, the dimensions of the paddile and, therefore, in the
interest of brevity, the dimensions shown in the Figs. 25A-C are not here repeated.

Referring to Fig. 26, there is shown an explodsd view of the switch with another cam
driver; and, Fig. 27 is a sectional view along line 24-24 of Fig. 3 where the cam driver is that of
Fig. 26. In this embodiment, the articulated cam driver 431 shown in Fig. 19 is replaced with a
flexible cam driver with blunt end 600. Flexible cam driver with blunt end 600 is composed of a
flat ribbon of flexible material such as spring steel bent back upon itself at its center with a
generous radius to form the blunt end 602 having a diameter which fits within the pockets 372,
374 of cam 366. The ends of the flexible cam driver are bent at 90 degrees and each end has an
opening for receiving a holding member for attaching the flexible cam driver to the subplate 412.
In this embodiment, subplate 412 does not have a cutout 433, but is continuous to provide
support for and allow the flexible cam driver 600 to be attached to the subplate. Cam driver 600
can be attached to the subplate with rivets, plastic projections which protrude from the subplate
and pass through the openings in the ends of the cam driver and are deformed with heat to secure
the cam driver to the subplate, or by any other method. Except for the substitution of the flexible
cam driver with blunt end 600 for the articulated cam driver 431 disclosed in Fig. 19, the
construction and operation of the switch of the embodiment disclosed in Figs. 26 and 27 is the
same in all aspects as that of the switch disclosed in Figs. 14-25C.

Referring to Fig. 28, there is shown an exploded view of the switch with still another cam
driver, and Fig 29, is a sectional view along line 24-24 of Fig. 3 where the cam driver is that of
Fig. 28. In this embodiment, the articulated cam driver 431 shown in Fig. 19 is replaced with a
semiflexible cam driver having a sharp end 700 such as a closely wound coil spring 700 having a
conical shaped tip 702. In this embodiment, subplate 412 does not have a cutout 433, but is
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continuous to provide support for and to allow the semiflexible cam driver 700 to be attached to
the subplate. The subplate has a small projection which extends down from the bottom of the
subplate and has a diameter the fits snugly within the top end of the closely wound spring. The
closely spring 700 is attached to the subplate by being placed over the projection on the subplate.
The lower end of the closely wound spring 700 supports a conical shaped tip 702 having a
cylindrical back end having a diameter which is substantially equal to that of the inside diameter
of the spring 700 and which is inserted into and held securely by the closely wound spring. The
very tip of the conical shaped tip 702 has a small diameter which allows it to fit into pockets 372
and 374 of cam 366. Except for the substitution of the semiflexible cam driver with sharp end
for the articulated cam driver 431 disclosed in Fig. 19, the construction and operation of the
switch of the embodiment disclosed in Figs. 28 and 29 is the same in all aspects as that of the
switch disclosed in Figs. 14-25C.

Referring to Figs. 30-35, for a single wiring device, the width of the face of the wiring
device is approximately 55% of the width of the wall plate along the horizontal axis and
approximately 56% of the length of the wall plate along the vertical axis. When the wiring
device is a receptacle, the contour along the width of the receptacle face is flat in one plane and is
complex along the length of the face of the receptacle with a constant radius that is greater than
10 inches and less than 40 inches, a preferred radius being substantially 30.724 inches. The
shape of the receptacle face is different from that of the switch to allow for the proper seating of
an inserted plug. When the wiring device is a switch, its face has a vertical axis along its length
and a horizontal axis along its width where the face of the paddle along its vertical axis has a
contour of positive first differential comprised of a combination of splines drawn between points
of varying distances from a datum plane and zero second differential when the rate of height
increase of the individual splines is constant. The horizontal axis has a surface with a contour of
a positive first differential and negative second differential comprised of a combination of splines
drawn between points of varying distance from a datum plane. Referring to Fig. 30, there is
shown a front perspective view of a wall plate for a single wiring device. The wall plate is
substantially 4.92 inches in length by 3.28 inches in width and has a single opening 100 with no
dividing members for receiving a wiring device, either a switch which has no frameora
receptacle each of which is slightly less than 2.82 inches in length by 1.83 inches in width to fit
within the opening 100. The width of the wall plate varies depending upon how many wiring
devices are ganged together and located in side-by-side relationship. The front surface of the

e neavided by TRPTT fmm tha IFIV nsse Detahess an (0H 55008



10

15

25

30

#

30 Case 0267-001-2030CIP2 ,7:

wall plate here disclosed has a complex or compound contoured shape such that the surface at the
opening for the wiring device is further from the wall than it is at the outer edge of the wall plate.
Referring to Fig. 31B, there is shown a view along the line 31B-31B of Fig. 30. Figs. 31A-31C
are sectional views along the lines 31A-31A to 31C-31C of the wall plate of Fig. 30 along the
horizontal centerline, between point K, the outer right edge, and point L, the inner edge of the
opening for the wiring device. As shown in Fig. 31B, the surface lies between two profile
boundaries substantially 0.002 inches apart, perpendicular to datum plane A, equally disposed
about the true profile and positioned with respect to a datum plane. The basic dimensions and the
profile tolerance establish a tolerance zone to control the shape and size of the surface. The
surface is about 0.73 inches in width. Within that width, a contour is defined by the dimenaions
of about ten equidistant points which are about 0.073 inches apart. Each dimension indicates that
point’s distance to datum plane A, the back (flat) surface of the wall plate, which begins at point
K. Moving from left to right, the dimensions increase from about 0.243 to about 0.302 inches.
This progression defines a contour of increasing height, positive first differential, when the points
are connected by individual splines. The points are not connected by a single arc and the mate at
which the contour height increases is not constant. The rate of height increase of the individual
splines decreases from left to right, and the second differential of the contour is negative. That is,
the difference between the first point’s distance dimension and the second is larger than the
difference between the second and the third, etc. Thus, the surface has a contour of positive first
differential and negative second differential, comprised of a combination of splines drawn
between points of varying distance from a datum plane. Fig. 31A is a sectional view along the
line 31A-31A of Fig. 30; Fig. 31B ia a sectional view along the line 31B-31B of Fig. 30; and Fig.
31C is a sectional view along the line 31C-31C of Fig. 30. Figs. 31A-C clearly shows the wall
plate’s contours for sections along lines 31A-31A, 31B-31B and 31C-31C of Fig. 30.

The section along line 31C-31C (see Fig. 31C), which runs along the vertical centerline of
the wall plate defines a surface having a positive first differential and zero second differential,
comprised of a combination of splines drawn between points of varying distance from a datum
plane. This contour has zero second differential because the rate of height increase of the
individual splines is constant; the difference between any two sequential point dimensions is
substantially 0.0037 inches.

The wall plate 138 for a single wiring device shown in Fig. 30 includes, along the inside
top edge, and the inside bottom edge, a plurality of teeth for engagement with the ends of

Conv oravidad bv USPTO from the IFW image Database on 03/15/2008



)

va

31 Case 0267-001-2030CIP2

latching pawls 140 of the multi-function clips 130, 151. See Fig. 32 which is a sectional view of
the bottom edge of the wall plate along the line 32A-32A of Fig. 30; and Fig. 33 whichisa
sectional view of the top edge of the wall plate along the line 33A-33A of Fig. 30. The top
outside edge (sce Fig. 33), has a recessed area such as a channel having raised identifying
5 nomenclature structure such as letters of the alphabet, numbers and/or a symbol which can, for
example, identify the manufacturer of the device. Referring to Fig. 33, there is also shown a
sectional view along the line E-E of Fig. 30 of the top rail of the wall plate 138. Figs. 34, 34A
show views of a portion of the top edge of the wall plate of Fig. 30 showing the charmel and
v identifying nomenclature structure. In Figs. 34 and 34A, a channel 217 (see Fig. 33) is formed in
10 the top outside edge of the wall plate. The channel is about three-quarters of an inch in length
and has a width which is less than the width of the edge of the rail. As shown in Figs. 33, 34,
34A, channel 217 is a walled rectangular depression defined by four walls which define the
channel. Located within the channel or depression is raised identifying structure such as the
name of the manufacturer, i.c., “LEVITON". The height of the raised identifying structure can
15 be 0.010 of an inch where the top surfiace of the raised identifying structure is substantially flush
with the surface of the edge of the wall plate.

When the wiring device of the present invention is a switch, the surface of the paddle of
the switch is a continuation of contours of the wall plate, so that their surfaces complement each
other. When the wiring device is a receptacle, the contour along the width of the receptacle face

) is flat in one plane and is complex along the length of the face of the receptacle with a constant
radius. The shape of the receptacle face is different from that of the switch to allow for the
proper seating of an inserted plug. The wall plate has no exposed mounting screws or other
vigible metal hardware. When the wall plate is placed around the wiring device, the only visible
parts are the wall plate 16 and the switch or receptacle. No fastening means such as screws for

25 holding the wall plate in place are visible,

To attach the wall plate 138 to the wiring device, the edges of pawls 140 of the bottom
and top clips 130, 151 engage tooth shaped racks 80 located on the inner surfaces of the top and
bottom end walls 70 of wall plate 138. There are two racks on each end wall 70 of the wall plate
138. Each rack 80 contains a number of tooth shaped teeth 82 each having an inclined front face

30 84 and an inclined back face 86. Referring to Fig. 35, which is a fragmentary, enlarged
perspective of the latching pawl of the multi-function clip engaging the tooth rack of the wall
plate as the end of latching pawl 140 engages the inclined front face 84 of a tooth, the pawl
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deflects and moves past the tip of the first tooth 82. Once pawl 140 is past the tip of tooth 82, it
can retum to its initial position and take a position between the inclined back face 86 of first
tooth 82 and the inclined front face 84 of a second tooth 82. This operution can be repeated as
many times as is needed to position the top and bottom ends of wall plate 138 as close to the wall
as possible. As racks 80 and pawls 140 are independently operated, it is possible to position the
wall plate 138 to closely follow the wall contour, even when the wall is not flat. This ability to
follow the wall contour is even more appreciated when the wall plate 138 is large, such as a wall
plate positioned around multiple wiring devices.

Referring to Fig. 36, there is shown a fragmentary, enlarged sectional side view of the
wall plate and tab of the alignment plate to indicate how the two components can be separated
following latching. Once the ends of latching pawl 140 is pogitioned in a valley between two
teeth, it becomes difficult to dislodge the wall plate 138 from the pawl 140. To help in the
removal of the wall plate a slot 74 is formed in the bottom end 70 of wall plate 138 to provide
accoss 0 tab 120. A small, flat tool blade such as a screw driver blade 76, or the like, can be
moved through slot 74 in end 70 to contact both the outer surface of tab 120 and the back wall of
slot 74. By moving the blade 76 using the back wall of slot 74 as a fulcrum, the force applied to
tab 120 will separate wall plate 138 from the wiring device. As tool 76 can apply a great deal of
force to tab 120, it is possible to separate the pawl 140 from engagement with the tecth and thus
the wiring device from the wall plate.

Referring to Fig. 37, there is shown an exploded view of alignment plate and a wall plate
for two wiring devices. There is no partition or dividing member located in either the wall plate
opening or the alignment plate opening to scparate the two wiring devices. The two wiring
devices can be placed in a double ganged box 160 made up, for example, of two single boxes
joined by fasteners 162 extending through the threaded apertures 164 of two joining ears 166.
Alignment plate 114 has a single opening 116, four clearance openings 117 and four alignment
pins 170 for receiving two wiring devices such as two gwitches, a receptacle and a switch, or two
receptacles.

Wall plate 138 can have four racks 80 on the interior of the top and bottom end walls for
receiving four pawls where the two center racks receive one pawl from each wiring device. Also,
there are two tabs 120, which are accessible via slots 74 in end wall 70 of cover plate 138.
Because of the independent operation of the pawls 140 with their respective racks 80, the wall
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plate 138 can compensate somewhat for lack of flatness of the wall in which the wiring devices
are installed. '

Referring to Fig. 38, there is shown an exploded view of alignment plate 114 having a
single opening 116 and a wall plate 138 for three wiring devices mounted in three boxes (not
illustrated) ganged together. Wall plate 138 has a single opening 100 with no dividing or
separating members for receiving three wiring devices positioned side by side and has four scts
of racks 80 where the two end racks each receive a single pawl and the two center racks receive
two pawls. Alignment plate 114 has a single opening 116 with no dividing or separating
members, thres sets of clearance openings 117 and three sets of alignment pins 170 for receiving
three wiring devices. '

Referring to Fig. 39, there is shown an exploded view of alignment plate 114 having a
single opening 116 with no dividing or separating members and wall plate 138 for four wiring
devices mounted in four boxes (not illustrated) ganged together. Wall plate 138 has a single
opening 100 with no dividing or separating members for recciving four wiring devices positioned
side by side and the alignment plate 114 has a single opening 116 with no dividing or separating
members for receiving four wiring devices positioned side by side.

Fig. 40 is an exploded view of alignment plate 114 having a single opening 116 with no
dividing or separating members and wall plate 138 having a single opening 100 for five wiring
devices mounted in five boxes (not illustrated) ganged together. The single opening 100 in wall
plate 138 has no dividing or separating members and the alignment plate 114 has a single
opening 116 with no dividing or separating members for receiving five wiring devices positioned
gide by side.

Fig. 41 is an exploded view of alignment plate 114 having a single opening 116 with no
dividing or separating members and wall plate 138 having a single opening 100 for six wiring
devices mounted in six boxes (not shown) ganged together. The single opening 100 in wall plate
138 has no dividing or scparsting members and the alignment plate 114 has a gingle opening 116
with no dividing or separating members for receiving six wiring devices positioned side by side.

Each wall plate shown in the Figs, can be made of conductive material or of non-
conductive material. Where the wall plate is made of non-conductive material such as plastic, a
conductive coating can be sprayed, plated, etc. to the front, back or both the front and back
surfaces of the wall plate to provide a conductive path from the wall plate to ground through the
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alignment plate. In those instances where the wall plate is coupled to the wiring device by means
other than the alignment plate here shown,-such as, for example, with screws ete., then the
conductive path from the wall plate to ground is via the means that attaches the wall plate to the
wiring device and/or box.

The present invention contemplates a system wherein multiple electrical wiring devices in
numbers not expressly set forth hereinabove may be utilized, without departing from the spirit or
lawful scope of the invention.

While there have been shown and described and pointed out the fundamental novel
features of the invention as applied to the preferred embodiments, it will be understood that
various omissions and substitutions and changes of the form and details of the devices illustrated
and in their operation may be made by those skilled in the art without departing from the spirit of
the invention.
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What is claimed is:

1. A switch compriging:

a housing:

a rocker paddle pivotally coupled to said housing to assume a first depressed position
when subjected to an external force and a second at rest position when not subjected to an
external force; :

cam means adapted to altemnately rotate in a first direction and a second opposite
direction;

flexible cam driver having an end coupled to be driven by said rocker paddle to urge said
cam means to rotate in said first or said second direction; .

slider means coupled to be moved alternately in a first and a second opposite linear
direction by rotation of said cam means;

a stationary contact and a movable contact coupled to said switch housing, said movable
contact biased to contact said stationary contact and urged by said slider means to break contact
with said stationary contact; and

a leaf spring within said housing to assist said slider means to move in said first and
second directions.

2, The switch of claim 1 wherein said flexible cam driver comprises:
a flat ribbon of flexible material having a blunt end and coupled to said housing; and
spring means coupled to urge said rocker paddle to said second at rest position.

3. The switch of claim 2 wherein said blunt end of said flat ribbon of flexible
material is positioned to engage said cam means.

4. The switch of claim 2 comprising
a clearance opening located in a member between said paddle and said cam means for

receiving said flat ribbon of flexible material.

S. The switch of claim 4 wherein said clearance opening is elongated.

— — — —
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6. The switch of claim § wherein said elongated opening has a long dimension along
the length of the switch and a short dimension along the width of the switch.

7. The switch of claim § wherein said elongated clearance opening is rectangular.
8. The switch of claim 1, wherein the slider means comprises a tapered opening for
receiving said cam means where rotation of said cam means causes said slider means to move

said movable contact.

9. The switch of claim 1, wherein said housing further comprises a base having
separate chambers for receiving said slider means and said leaf spring.

10.  The switch of claim 9 wherein the chamber for housing said leaf spring has a
length greater than that of said leaf spring such that the ends of said spring are not constrained.

11.  The switch of claim 9 further comprising a window in the rocker paddle to pass
light from illumination means in said housing.

12.  The switch of claim 11 wherein said illumination means comprises an LED.

13.  The switch of claim 9 further compriging front and rear wire clamp means for wire
conductors mounted to said housing and coupled to the fixed stationary contact and the movable
brush contact.

14.  The switch of claim 2 further comprising a ground/mounting strap attached to said
housing, said ground/mounting strap providing a cradle like support for holding said awitch to a

wall box.

15.  The switch of claim 14 wherein said ground/mounting strap is made of sheet
metal.

16. A switch comprising:

FthMﬁnnlhlmhmmmiﬂm
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a housing:

a rocker paddle pivotally coupled to said housing to assume a first depressed position
when subjected to an extemal force and a second at rest position when not subjected to an
external force;

cam means adapted to alternately rotate in a first and second opposite direction;

flexible cam driver having a blunt end coupled to be driven by said rocker paddle to drive
said cam means in said first or second direction when said rocker paddle is subjected to an
external force;

spring means coupled to urge said paddle to its second position;

slider means coupled to be moved altemately in a first and a second opposite direction by
said cam means;

a stationary contact and a movable contact coupled to said housing, the movable contact
biased to contact said stationary contact and urged by said slider means to break contact with said
stationary ¢ontact;

a leaf spring within said housing to assist said slider means to move in said first and
second directions; wherein

said leaf spring is substantially symmetrical about a central apex and having on each side
of said apex a relatively short cam portion which extend downward from the apex where, at the
end of each short cam portion there is an upward extending member which forms a depression
there between; and wherein each upward extending member rests on support means and the end
of each upward extending portion beyond the support means is bent downward.

17. A switch comprising:

a housing-

a rocker paddie pivotally coupled to said housing to assume a first depressed position
when subjected to an extemal force and & second at rest position when not subjected to an
external force;

cam means adapted to alternately rotate in a first and second opposite direction;

flexible cam driver having a blunt end coupled to be driven by said rocker paddle to drive
said cam means in said first or second direction when said rocker paddle is subjected to an
external force;

spring means coupled to urge said paddle to its second position;

e ————————— — —
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slider means coupled to be moved in a first and a second opposite direction by said cam
means; ’

a stationary contact and a movable contact coupled to said housing, said movable contact
biased to contact said stationary contact and urged by said slider means to break contact with said
stationary contact;

a leaf spring within said housing to assist said slider means to move in said first and
second directions; wherein

gaid leaf spring is substantially symmetrical about a central apex and having on cach side
of said apex a relatively short cam portion which extend downward from the apex where, at the
end of each short cam portion there is an upward extending member which forms a depression
there between; and wherein each upward extending member rests on support means and the end
of each upward extending portion beyond the support means is bent downward; and

said switch housing further including a switch base having separate chambers therein for
individually housing the slider means and the cam shaped leaf spring.

18.  The switch of claim 1 comprising:
a surface along the length of said paddle of positive first differential comprised of a
combination of splines drawn between points of varying distances from a datum plane

19.  The switch of claim 18 wherein said paddle along its length has a surface of zero
second differential comprised of splines drawn between points of varying distance from a datum
plane when the rate of height increase of the individual splines is constant.

20. The switch of claim 18 wherein said paddle along its width has a surface of a
positive first differential and negative second differential, comprised of a combination of splines
drawn between points of varying distances from the datum plane.

21.  The switch of claim 18 wherein said paddle along its length has a surface of
positive first differential, comprised of splines drawn between points of varying distance from a
datum plane and, along its width a surface of a positive first differential and negative second
differential, comprised of a combination of splines drawn between points of varying distances
from the datum plane.
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22.  The switch of claim 21 wherein said paddle along its length has a surface of zero
second differential comprised of splines drawn between points of varying distances from a datum
planc when the rate of height increase of the individual splines is constant.

23. The m;nh of claim 18 wherein the paddle is not within a frame.

24.  The switch of claim 17 wherein said paddle along its length has a surface of
positive first differential comprised of a combination of splines drawn between points of varying
distances from a datum plane

25.  The switch of claim 24 wherein said paddie along its length has a surface of zero
second differential comprised of splines drawn between points of varying distance from a datum
plane when the rate of height increase of the individual splines is constant.

26. The switch of claim 24 wherein

said paddle along its width has a surface of a positive first differential and negative
second differential, comprised of a combination of splines drawn between points of varying
distances from the datum plane.

27.  The switch of claim 24 wherein

said paddie along its length has a surface of positive first differential, comprised of
splines drawn between points of varying distance from a datum plane, and along its width a
surface of a positive first differential and negative second differential, comprised of a
combination of splines drawn between points of varying distances from the datum plane.

28. The switch of claim 27 wherein the paddle along its length has a surface of zero
second differential comprised of splines drawn between points of varying distances from a datum
plane when the rate of height increase of the individual splines is constant.

29.  The switch of claim 24 wherein the paddie is not within a frame.
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ABSTRACT

There is disclosed a paddle switch operated by pushing on the lower portion of a rocker
paddle to tun the switch “on” or “off”. The lower edge of the paddle pivots in and out about its
upper edge. The switch includes flexible driver means coupled to be driven by the rocker paddle.
‘When the rocker paddle is pushed in, it urges the flexible driver means to rotate a cam means in a
first, clock wise direction, or a second, counter clock wise direction. Alternate rotation of the
cam drives a slider member having a cam follower back and forth along a linear axis. A shaped
leaf spring cooperates with the cam follower to assist in the movement of the slider and
determines its rest positions. An indicator such as an LED is used to indicate tho state of
conduction of the switch. When the rocker paddle is released, it is binsed by a spring to pivot
back to its initial position. The rocker paddle of the switch is not located within a frame and has
a surface along its vertical axis of positive first differential and zero second differential,
comprised of a combination of splines which extend between points of varying distances from a
datum plane. This surface has zero second difforential when the rate of height increase of
individual splines is constant.
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