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Como resultado del examen de fondo. realizado con fundamento en el articulo 85y
en concordancia con el articulo 45 de la Decision 486 de la Comision de ia
Comunidad Andina, se le comunica:

1. Documentos estudiados

1.1, Descripcion: Folios 9a16

1.2. Reivindicaciones: Folios 17 a 18

13, Dibujos: " Folios 19a24
2. Objeto de la invencion
Titulo de la solicitud: “EMPAQUE PARA PROTEGER ROPA INTERIOR”

El problema planteado en esta solicitud es empacar. proteger y conservar los
brasieres a la hora de viajar 0 simplemente al aimacenar los brasieres de una forma
practica manteniendo su forma

Para solucionar este problema técnico la solicitud en estudio proporciona un
empaque para proteger ropa interior, disefiado para proteger su forma en caso de
que deban ser guardados en lugares lo suficientemente estrechos que causan
defectos en sus copas con la presion de los objetos adyacentes a estas: o
simplemente para almacenarios en el closet de una forma practica, segura y
conservando la estética.

El objeto de la presente invencion se lleva acabo de acuerdo con las caracteristicas de la
reivindicacion independiente 1. (ver folio 17).

El objeto de la solicitud definida anterior mente se encuentra en la Clasificacion




38
Internacional de Patentes (IPC) B65D 65/00,

3. Determinacion del Estado de la Técnica

Se buscaron documentos del estado de la técnica relacionados, con fecha de
publicacion anterior a 2007-04-02, que pueden afectar la patentabilidad del objeto de
la presente solicitud, encontrandose:

- N° Documento | Titulo Fegha de
D1 US6761291 Garment storage receptacle Jul 13, 2004

K

. De la solicitud de Patente

4.1. Reivindicaciones (articulo 30 D 486)

Se observa que las reivindicaciones 1y 12, mencionan: usos, ventaja, efectos o
funcionamientos, los cuales no deben hacer parte de las reivindicaciones. En las
reivindicaciones de empaque para proteger ropa interior, solo debe estar: La forma,
disposicion, ubicacién, construccion de cada una de las partes y como se acoplan
entre si. También se aconseja que la reivindicacién independiente, mencione todas
las caracteristicas conocidas en el estado de la técnica, en el preambulo. y seguido
del termino “CARACTERIZADO POR” se muestren las caracteristicas técnicas
novedosas propias de la solicitud. y que la diferenciarian del estado de la técnica.

Con lo anterior se busca que la reivindicacién independiente de mayor claridad y
delimite mejor la invencidn, para reflejar el verdadero alcance de la proteccién.

Se aconseja en todo el capitulo reivindicatorio hacer una referencia por medio de
paréntesis “( )" inmediatamente después de hablar del elemento, sin hacer ningun
otro tipo de alusion o mencionar la figura directamente, para facilitar su comprension

De acuerdo con lo anterior, se sugiere al solicitante presentar un nuevo capitulo
reivindicatorio.

. Analisis de patentabilidad (articulo 14 D 486)

5.1, Novedad (articulo 16 D 486)

Teniendo en cuenta que el documento US6767291 (mencionado de ahora en
adelante como D1), que se refiere a' un “Garment storage receptacle’ como se
muestra a continuacion:

Al comparar elemento por elemento de la invencion tal como esta definido en ia
reivindicacion 1; con el documento D1: vemos que el dicho documento contiene
todas las caracteristicas técnicas:

o Unas protuberancias acoplables internas. resistencia a la presion, forma
rectangular. plegable, semiflexible. tener refuerzos estructurales y capas de
material acolchado que transporta, protege y conserva ia forma de la ropa interior
especialmente de sostenes o brasieres. Ver D1 Capitulo descriptivo, columnas 3 a
5, elementos 10, 30, 80 y Figuras 1 a 11.
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o Lacomposicion de los refuerzos estructurales ccmbinan tela, cuero, polipropiieno

y un material acolchado. Ver D1 Capitulo descriotivo columnas 3 a 5. elementos
10. 30, 80y Figuras 1 a2 11.

o Con un pliegue por medio de cremalleras. Ver D1 Capitulo descriptivo. columnas 3
a 5. elementos 180 y Figuras 1 a 11.

Realizada la comparacion del documento D1 con la presente solicitud de patente de
invencidén, se observa que dicho documento contiene todas las caracteristicas
técnicas de la reivindicacién 1; con lo cual quedaria desvirtuada la novedad de esta

. Conclusion:

Los requisitos de patentabilidad de la presente solicitud se encuentran afectados asi:

N° . Documento N° E' Reivindicaciones Afectadas Requisito que Afecta

D1 US6761291

1a12 ‘ Novedad

En conclusién las reivindicaciones no reunen ios requisitos de acuerdo con lo
establecido en el Art. 30 de la Decisién 486. ya que no definen ni precisan las
caracteristicas de que se desea proteger. no se observan cuales son ias
caracteristicas técnicas que constituyen la novedad de la invencion frente a lo
conocido en el estado de la técnica. Las reivindicaciones deben ser claras en o que
se quiere proteger.

En cumplimiento del articulo 85 en concordancia con el articulo 45 de la Decision
486 de la Comision de la Comunidad Andina. se le indica que debe dar respuesta
dentro del término de treinta dias contados a pariir de la fecha de notificaciéon de la
presente comunicacion. En caso de no dar respuesta al presente requerimiento o si
a pesar de la respuesta subsistieran los impedimentos para la concesidn. se
denegara la patente.

Notifiquese el presente oficio conforme a lo dispuesto en el numeral 5.2, literal e), del
capitulo quinto del titulo primero de la Circular Unica N° 10 de 2001.

ALIX CARMENZA CESPEDES DE VERGEL
Directora de Nuevas Creaciones (C)

S 4 1A 2

El anteriorrequermiento fue notificado por fijacior en iista. de fecha

EXAMINADOR TECNICO
Cdédigo No. 84

CONCEPTO TECNICO No. 626
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(37) ABSTRACT

A receptacle for profectively storing an article of clothing
such as ane or more brassieres imcluding a lower housing
member, an tpper housing member, and a pair of prassicre
cup support memhers cannected to the lower housieg mem
ber, [n s prefereed form., the brassicre cup support membsers
dare rotatable retative o the lower housing member so that
non-coneerdricaily positioned Jomed-shaped brassicre cup
contacting surfaces connected thereto can be moved toward
and away from ecach other to correspond to the natural
distance hetween the cups of the brassiere(s). ‘The upper
AOUSITE member delnes 1 planar surface upen which addi-
fonei garment storae reveplacles ar other articles can he
placua.

16 Claims, 7 Dravwing Sheets
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R)

{t is aiso an obicot of the invention 1 provide a brassiere
storage receptacle which can store Jne or more brassicrs in
stacked relation within z single receptacic.

The above brief description, as weli as furthet objects,
features and advantages of the present invention, will be
more fully appreciated oy reference to the following detaled
desoription viewed i connection with ‘he assectated draw-

;11;15.
BRIEF DFSCRIFTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG 1 s atop plan vizw of the lower housing half and the
hra cup-toceiving supports rolatbly mewnted therei.

FIGS. 2A and 2B arc cross sectional elevalional views
showing alternalive support positions tuhen ajeng ines 2 2
of F1G. 1.

F1G. 3 is a cross scetional clevational view of vae bra cup
support element.

FIG. 4 is a front clevational view of a brassicre strap
receiving post for use with the invention.

FIG. § is a perspective exploded view of the ‘nvention

T'1G. 6 is a cross secticnal elevatiopal view of o nrst
wternalive embodiment of the invention.

PG, 7 1s a top pian view of the alternative cmbodiment
showing the lower housing halt and brassiere cup-receiving
supports rotatably mounted therein.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the a second alternative
enbodiment of the lnvention.

FIG.9 is a front elevational view of the second embadi -
ment of the invention.

FIG 10 s 4 top plan view of the second embociment of
the invention.

FIG. 11 3s & cross sectional front elevational view of the
seoond embodimeat of the invention taken alonp lavs

11—11 of FIC. 10

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRLD
OTHFR EMBODIMENTS

Refermng aow o the Jrawiaps, o test ermivod e af
cal el sletage woeplacie L0 shown o LTGS. U 85 conr-
orised ol a lower housiag half or garmeat support deck 12
cingecls conrected 10 o "op or cover 14 v ia ninge 18, whic
may be a divieg hinge or any otiter sirecitire which wii
permit top 14 to move reciprocally about a rear cdge 13 of
wwer housing half 12 beiween an open position shown {n
FiG. § and = closed position shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B.
Alternatively, top and bettom housing portions 12 and 14
may e releasably coupleable wathout being tinged. A pair
ol left and right brassicre cup support elements 16, 18 are
emploved. Supports 16, 18 are received within correspond-
ing cup suppor: receiving openings 17, 19 defined ny deck
12.
in the preferred embodiment, support elements 16, {8 are
cof gable with respect W deck 120 Flemeats 16, 18, ane of
wiich is shown in FIG. 3. are cach comprised of & doumud
aiember 30 sized wod shaped o shnulate the shape of
Srassiere cup, vonected ta dse shaped base 32, Bose 32
o oren.arly shaped assnown in FIGS 1 and § Mompers 30
Csenport elements 16 ad I8 are mand]y and-or ltegrann
conected 1o base members 32 o 4 pom-coneziic
wontitution, such that rotation of bases 32 withu, conesponid
ing cutaats 17, 19 of deck 12 will cause center ines ¢ and
€ . move resative 1o each other, as can be seen through =
cemparison of FIGS, 2A and 2B. In ths way, a brassicre
pusitoned with its cups laid atop members 30 cac bu

HS

[

ges

4
cricaled b the inost destred shape by spacig, center s ¢
CLoapart tom boother by o distance which corre-
sporas o the spacing of 'ac cups of the brassicre {no
showny,

Bases 32 -re preferahly crovided with a constanr dianeter
X..hut the
of the difivncar cup sizes AT VBT CL D etel T is 1o be
anderstood that e coutour of members 30 may bo other
i sphericas ihe shape chosen will function sumibly <o
long as 1 s manded.

Top 14 devimes 4 oowe ared Hange 15 which is adapted
HER NG . agegement wilh a peripheral edge £ af
Jeoh 12 e conaevtion therebetween may be g
snap fit, [aterrerence fit, or any suitable closure arrangement
which wiil permit « user to maintain the device 10 in its
closed crientation showr g FIGS. 2A and 2B, Waen nits
closed position as shown, Ld 14, deck 12 and supports 30
define a2 wsterior velure Vin which the clothing articic. ¢y
hrassiere, 18 stored,

Cut oets 17,19 define eorresponding annuiar grooves 42,
44 1n whier coemesponding shoulders 46, 48 of base 32 i
Tre hase 32 ¢rav eitier be threadingly connected o dech 12
or may he wonnevled (preferably removably so as to permit
interchanging of different cup size support members) via o
lip (no- «town) v other retention structure.,

Support posis 80 with corresponding transverse support
progas 82 pe oot the orpacized placement of clothing
articles within volumc V. Posts 80 may. as shown in FIG. 4.
atilize o Jowc! like conpector 81 adapicd to fit into corrc
sponcing apertures 86 defined by deck 12. For example.
posts 80 and sepport arms 82 may be used 10 drape bra straps
thereover e prassiere var b maintaited in g
WGkIv-Tree condition within device 10,

A siown w FIGL 3, eech center line €. and C. can be
mansite oy osotabion of support members 16, 18 by g
ws B by retating members 16 and 18
roslrowhioh sdesigned with respect ot

witun Y owili e diferent o enrrespond o cach

S0 Titat

aistarve 1)

o

for avcommadatiog essentially all

7 se domg, stppods 16 and 18 cur
Mved oWt Eng an gy o cac oter by the destoove
220 -0

Rosting soppors 16 and 18 any amount Jess than 180
wihd v Ble spading between vetiiorlines €. oand C.ote pe
mcivased of Suucased ioss than the esimam distaaces off
2(0 )

Support merrhers 16, 18 may come in a variety of
difterent sizes . correspond to A7, B, (7, 2D el
brassicre cup sizes. Device 10 may be provided as a Kil
conlainug @ vativty of interchanguable differently sized
support elements 10, 18 in which the radius of curvature Y
corresponas by the particular bra cup size "A”, "B”, (7 etc,

Lid 14 for= s 4 generally planar surface upon which
additiowal Gevices 10 o1 other items may be stacked

¢
oanstrctions b

A sevcd ernrodimeni o e anvention s shown ig FIGS
6. 7 unc 8 whaidin a warpest Slorape reeeptacie 100 s
i a hase or deek 112 10 which is Binyedas

shown, comprised

artochec aop ot HIS eng 2 rear edee 113, ane «oner of
NCaSs e SLT N eperT clsrents tr memhgrs 116, HES
ol STy coanedton o ostedk TE2 T o

I

CeemJOMN T Drapt oo
AN §leror silaves o seaabers 130 -
suppec coments 116, T8 Phe ouhvaid “acny seffaces of
hrassieze cup B eentuct the intenor surtace of eiements 130
Oue or wrore hrassieres cas be stored o this tashion
Sapport rerine s 16, 18 are rotatably received with
corresponding cut ows 117, 119, cespuctively. Rotaticn o}

S hrasstere oy places oo

Lerued sun g
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members 116, 118 withia cutouts 117, 119 cause the center
lnes C, C, thereof t¢ move teward and away from each
other as described in connection with FIGS. 1 through 5.

A centrally disposed concave depression 126 may be
employed in connection with lid 114 to iend to the structural
rigidity of the overs!l device 100. Preferably, depression 126
contacts deck scgrment 112 as weli as the bottoms of bases
132 of support members 116, 118. Obvious modificat.cns to
or vanatien on this rimdyfving structure are contemplated to
ne within the scope of the inventing,

Flange 121 of lid 114 is adapted to 1t over edge 138 of
Jeex 112 and remain detachahlv sceured thereahout as
discussed m conneation with FIGS. 1-5

FIGS. 8 and 9 shoew 1 second alternative embodiment of
the nvenuon. Comprisisg a base members 150 niagedly
cennecied to a dd 160 via a Iive hinge 162, basc 150 and lid
160 (o this embodiment are manufaciured of a resihient, semi
rigad materiai such as a neoprene hased composite similar to
that uscd in the overnight Kits provided by most major
airlines on international flights.

Base 150 defines a pair of supports 175 which function in
the manner of supports 30 shown in FIGS. 1 & hut with the
exception that they are Sxed to base 1800 A closure such as
cpper 180 may be emploved 1o attach ld 160 (¢ Hase 150
when the device is closed. In this way, gannents stored
theren aie protected during travel. This empociment pro-
vides aight weight, vet durably garment siorage receptacle
9 cenrdiance woth this fveation,

A third embodiment of the ievention is shown i FIG. 9.
L this embodiment, the Jevice is essentially 4 one plece
semi-resilient, semi-rigid housing. A pair of lower and upper
aingedly connected halves 214, 212, the jower half 212
delining a pair of brassiere cup supports 216. 218 adapted io
support vne or more brassieres (not shown). The housing
210 of this embodiment is preferably manufsciured of a
neoprene or other soft coating over or impregnated with a
substrate material o retain the device. However. the device
of ts embodiment is ideally suitable as a trave! receptacle
tor clothicg articles such as brassieres, and as such should be
light weight and somewhat flexible to facilitate fitting within
a fully packed suitcase, garment bag, overnight bag, ete,

Aclosure mechanism such as zipper 220 maybe employed
teoretain lower and upper housing halves 2140 212 in
reieseably connection with cach other when the device Is
closed. Other closure structures such as Lok and loop
fasteners, snaps, ete, are conternpiated 1o ne within the serpe
of the imvention.

Vasdous modifications and alterations of (ks iovenlon
wail become apparcnt o those skilled o the art without
departing from the scope and spirit of this invention, and it
s understood thar this invention s not imited 1o the illus-
trarve embodimernts set forth hereinbefore.

What Is claimed Is:

1. A garmen’ storage receplacke comprising:

a lower housing member defining a pair of cutouts

therein: an upper housing member adapied o be placed
‘n detachably secured engagement to the lower housing
member:

o rax of removable hrassiere cup support members
adapted 10 be removably connected withir, 'he pair o
cutouts 1o the iower housing member.

2. [he receptacle of claim 1, whereln the sapport mem-

hers are rotatable with respect to the lower housing mernber.

3. The receptacie of claim 1, whereio the Top housing
member is hingedly connected to the lower housing member
along corresponding cdges thereof.

N
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4. The receptacle of ¢laim 2, wherein the brassicre cup
suppart members cach include a geaerally domed brassiere
cup contacting ciement and a base element, said bhasc
element and said hrassiere cup contacting element detining
non-conventric cireular peripheries.

5. The receplacle of claim 1, further comprising at loast
one brassicre strap support connccted to the lower bousing
memoper

6. The recepracie of claim 1. wherein the support mem-
bers form convex -aised projections extending foom the
lower housing mumber woward the upper housing member.

7. The recepravte of claim 1, wherein the support mem-
hers torm corc.ve depressed projections extending from the
lower housing member away from the upper housing mermi-
ber.

8. A receptacte tor protectively sloring one or more
brassicics, Comprisng:

a lower hous.np member defining a pair of circular
cutouts thercin; an upper housing member hingeadiy
atiached 1o the lower housing member and adapted o
be moved between an open position and a closed
positon witl: respect (o the lower housing member;

a pair of brassicre vup suppert members rotatably con-
tected wilin sald cutonts] set support members inclid-
Ing eon concentrcally meunted Hrassicre cup reesinyg
surfaces wriicti are movahle toward and awiy Som
cash ather by ratation of the support members wth

wopudt Wb fower housing sembes
Y. T reeeptacle of clais 8, wherern the 10p bousizg
member is hinged v connected o tae ower housing memner
alony correspondiag edges thercol.
10. The recepiacie of Claim 8, further comprising at least
clle brassiere strap support cennected o the lower housing
mcember.
11. The recepiacle of claim 8, wherein the support mem-
bers form convex raised projections extending from the
lower housing member toward the upper housing member.
12. The receptacle of claim 8, wherein the support mew-
hers form concave depressed projections extending trom the
lower housing member away trom the upper housing mem-
ber.
13. Amethod {or protectively storing one or more clothing
articles urilizing 2 garment storage receptacle comprising .«
lower housing raember defining a pair of cutouts therein: «n
upper housing member adapted 1o he placed i detachanly
3CCUiva eiigage.nent 1o the lower housing member: a par of
reitoy able brassicre cup support menmbers adapted o he
removably cornected within the pair of cutouts in the \ower
nousimg member, wherein the support members are rojatabie
with respedt v oe lower housing mermber, said metbuod
conmpiising the steps of:
providing «l ludst one Drassiere aving brassicre cups
spaced apart My o predetermineds distance o b stored;

piaving the at least one bressicre in the reeeptacie insuch
4 way that the hrassiere cups at least partially cover the
support myrmbers;

rotating the support members relative o the lower hous-

g memher so that fhe support members are spaced ry
a distanee corresponding to the predetermined distance
by whick the bra cups are spaced.

14, Awethod ot protectively storing one or more clothing
arnticles wiilizing a receptacie for protectivily storing vue or
more hrassieres, cemprising: a lower housing member defin-
ing a pair of circular cutouts therein; an upper housing
member hingedly attached 1o the lower housing member and
adapted o be moved between an open position and a closed
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