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Fecha de Presentacién Internal. 26-10-2005

Como resultado del examen de fondo, realizado conforme a lo establecido por el
articulo 45 de la Decision 486 de la Comisién de la Comunidad Andina, se le
comunica:

1. Documentos estudiados

Descripcidn: Folios: 31 a 38
Reivindicaciones: Folios: 39 a 41
Dibujos: Folios: 17 a 24
Prioridad: Folios: 4a24

29-10-2004. LU 91118
2. Objeto de la invencidn

e Titulo de la solicitud: “DISPOSITIVO DE PRESENTACION DE RAMOS DE
FLORES” (folio 31).

o Objeto de lainvencion: Segun el autor existe la necesidad en los dispositivos
de este tipo de mejorar |la velocidad de cierre del soporte replegado asi como
la confiabilidad del dispositivo con el fin de obtener un bloqueo mas rapido y
eficaz.

El solicitante propone un elemento para la presentacion de ramos de flores
que posee un sistema de cierre ajustable que se forma con unas estructuras
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geomeétricas tridimensionales macho y hembra complementarias las unas con
las otras.

o El objeto de esta invencidn se clasifico como A47G7/06 segun la
Clasificacion Internacional de Patentes (IPC.).

3. De la solicitud de Patente

3.1 Reivindicaciones (articulo 30 D 486)

Después de realizar el estudio completo de la solicitud, se hacen las Slgulentes
observaciones a este capitulo:

o Con el objetivo de que este capitulo sea mas claro se le sugiere al solicitante
MEJORAR LA REDACCION vy definir mejor (si es posible utilizar otros
terminos) la expresion; “contra despulla”, pues de esa forma resulta confusa.
Adicionalmente definir de una forma mas clara la expresién “sensiblemente
plano”y no incluir términos como “replegable”, ya que dentro de este capitulo
no se aceptan ventajas, efectos ni resultados a alcanzar.

4. Determinacioén del Estado de la Técnica

Teniendo en cuenta que la fecha de prioridad reivindicada es 29-10-2004, se
encontraron los siguientes documentos relevantes:

j

N.  Documento | Titulo "Fecha de
| | pub.
D1 USB018908 - BOUQUET PRESENTATION DEVICE | 01-02-2000 ‘
| |
| | i
: : i
D2 . US8566503 PLANT WATERING AID ENCLOSURE |‘ 22-10-1996
|
|

L.

5. Analisis de patentabilidad (articulo 14 D486)

5.1 Novedad (articulo 16 D486)

El estudio se realizo comparando elemento por elemento de la invencién tal como
esta definida en la reivindicacion uno (1, folio 39) con el documento D1, encontrando
que el mencionado documento revela la mayoria de los elementos y caracteristicas
de dicha reivindicacion:

Reivindicacion Uno (1, folio 39): Dispositivo de presentacion de ramos individuales
de flores que comprende: un soporte (1) sensiblemente plano, replegable.

D1: Ver: elementos 1, figura 1.
Reivindicacion Uno (1, folio 39): equipado con un sistema de cierre ajustable para

asegurar la conformacién de este soporte en un volumen en posicién de utilizacion,
con una parte superior y una parte inferior
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D1. Ver: elementos 3, 4 figura 3.

Reivindicacion Uno (1, folio 39).: se caracteriza en que el sistema de cierre ajustable
esta constituido por el encaje de estructuras geométricas tridimensionales macho'y
hembra complementarias las unas con las otras (3), dichas estructuras geométricas
tridimensionales macho (6) poseen al menos un lado externo en contra despulla que
se topa con al menos un lado interno en contra despulla de las estructuras
geometricas tridimensionales hembra (7).

D1. NO CONTIENE estructuras geométricas tridimensionales.

La diferencia entre la materia reclamada de la solicitud y el documento D1, es que
este NO REVELA estructuras geométricas tridimensionales macho y hembra.

De lo anterior se puede deducir que la solicitud tal como fue definida en la

reivindicacion independiente uno ES NUEVA y cumpliria con lo estipulado en el
articulo 16 de la Decision 486 de la Comisién de la Comunidad Andina de Naciones.

5.2 Nivel Inventivo (articulo 18 D486)

Continuando con el estudio, la reivindicacién uno (1, folio 39) define para el
dispositivo un cierre ajustable que esta constituido por el encaje de estructuras
geomeétricas tridimensionales macho y hembra. Esta configuracién para un elemento
de presentacion de ramos individuales de flores fue revelada por D2 que sugiere y
demuestra esta disposicion (Ver en D2: elementos 20, 22, 30, 12, figuras 3-4)

Asi las cosas, la solicitud se veria afectada por nivel inventivo ya que no seria dificil
para un experto en la materia tomar como base el dispositivo para flores propuesto
por el documento D1, dandole a este, un sistema de cierre ajustable de encaje con
estructuras geometricas tridimensionales macho y hembra como el sugerido por el
documento D2 logrando asi, mejorar el bloqueo del sistema y la velocidad de cierre
del soporte. Hecho que no constituye un resultado sorprendente e inesperado y que
por el contrario se ubica en el desarrollo normal de la tecnologia. El analisis anterior
permitiria afirmar que la presente solicitud no cumpliria con lo estipulado en el
articulo 18 de la Decisidn 486 de la Comision de la Comunidad Andina de Naciones.

6. Conclusién:

lLos requisitos de patentabilidad de la presente solicitud se encuentran afectados asi:

Reivindicaciones

J
N°. Documento N° | Requisito que afecta

afectadas ! i
D1 US6018908 1-18 | NIVEL INVENTIVO |
D2 US8566503 1-18 . NIVEL INVENTIVO |

o Se sugiere al solicitante tener en cuenta las observaciones hechas en el
numeral tres (3) y REALIZAR EL CAMBIO DE MODALIDAD DE PATENTE
DE INVENCION A PATENTE DE MODELO DE UTILIDAD, debido a que la
presente solicitud no cumpliria con el requisito de nivel inventivo
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En cumplimiento del articulo 45 de la Decision 486 de la Comisién de la Comunidad
Andina, se le indica que debe dar respuesta dentro del término de sesenta (60) dias
contados a partir de la fecha de notificacion de la presente comunicacion. En caso
de no dar respuesta al presente requerimiento, o si a pesar de la respuesta
subsistieran los impedimentos para la concesién, se denegara la patente.

Notifiquese el presente oficio conforme a lo dispyesto enelnumeral 5.2, literal e), del
capitulo quinto del titulo primero de la Circular Unica N° 10 de 2001.

ALIX CARMENZA CESPEDES DE VERGEL
Directora de Nyevas Creaciones (C)

El anterior requerimiento fue notificado por fijacion en lista, de fecha
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USQ06018908A
United States Patent [y 11 Patent Number: 6,018,908
Charrin et al. (45] Date of Patent: ffeb. 1, 20060
[54] BOUQUET PRESENTATION DEVICE FOREIGN PATEN I DOCUMENTS

1(42 436 1171953 [rance .
2286 739 4976 Vrance .
2619098 31939 Frnce .

{76] Inventors: Philippe Charrin; Andre Charrin,
both of Les Chirouzes, [-20600

Beaumont Monteux, France B-1131 043 6192 Germany .
{111 Appl. No.: 08/045,694 2128083 471984 tinlted Kingdom .
[22] PCY hiled: May 23, 1996 . . )
Frimary Fxaminer—Robert P, Swiatck
[86] PCT No.: PCT/FRY6/00774 Assistant Fxaniner—Son T. Nguyven
£ 371 Date: Nov. 21. 1997 Antorney, Agent, or Firm—OUTT & Berridpe, PI.C
§ [02e) Date: Nov. 21, 1997 [57) ABSTRACT
[87] PCT Pub. No.. WO96/37133 The invention provides a variable shape device, with or
without a base, for presentiag all types of bouquets
PCT Pubr. Date: Nov, 28, 1996 individvally, veriically and wAithout water. 'The deviee (1) is

made of walcr- and deformation-resistant materials, with an
adjustable attachment means having a malc (3) and 4 femule
May 24, 1995 [FR]  FIANCE wowmmrersrromesien 95 06402 portion (#). The assembled device has a tapered portion (S)
with tabs (11), which adapts to every type of bouquet, and

{300 Foreign Application Priority Data

[iﬂ ‘“t: C‘ """"""""""""""""""""""" AOLG 5!.02; "\‘AZG’?*" (l’.‘ a slable hase {20 The openings {6} enable the bouquel o be
[32] l.‘|-.5. LL‘ ,‘.N.......m......‘........‘~......*...«. 4}{{4]:01..‘.001’413 ulluany retaingd in the du.’xcc‘ for individual ppﬂn;a‘i@n‘_
[58] Field of Search . 4763, 66.1, 663, by any fastening means inserted in the openings. A water-

43772, 84~ a1, ll 4113 L 901, 4101, 40,12, tight decorated sheel (8), extending towards the 1op (8) of
30; 206/423, 428723, 27; 229100, 116.1,  the outer walls (1) and adhering 1o members (7), is retained
H7.18, 8719; 2200690 by 4 ribbon (217 on blade members which holds tegether the

sheet, the device and the bouguet, the sheet providipg

[56] References Cited watcr-tishiness to the device (R). Wawer (10) introduced into
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS the deviee collects al its base (2), thus providing stability to

the bouquet and converting the device into a disposable

75‘?,_-_7'45'\ 31904 SIMPSON v vrnesrcormrinmmenenss H77 flowerpot. In the same way, a cylindrical sleeve 20)
s *f" ii’o 13{1;‘?1 Beukelman . provides for the ransport, by air or by road, with very little
4,034, 1977 4 sior of o & of , E——
S060798  10/1991 e :“;J;L;:f-u bu\}:;!:riﬂ 4 flowers from the producing country
540850 51995 Weder eral. .. e 331307 A PUYer coiiiny:

5,615,332 471997 Wederet al. v, 53:399

5,836,447 1171998 Garcia et ab. oo 206/423 11 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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R FOR PACKAGING AND COUNTING
SURGICAL SPONGES

CONT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The inventfon relates to the packaging and counting
of surgical spgnges specifically made with an indicator
attachment, usyally in the form of a tape or string.

The most common sponge used in surgical proce-
dures is a 4 ply aksorbent cotton gauze pad in a number
of sizes, stitched with a X-ray detectable material and a
1 inch wide tape formed into a 6 inch long loop. The
tape is usually colouged blue for easier visibility when
soaked in blood, and\is securely sewn to anchor the
sponge within a large Rody cavity by a surgical instru-
ment. After usage, thd nurses identify this type of
sponge from other sponges used in surgery by its blue
tape, especially while accounting for them to make sure
that none have been inadvextently left within the body.

The tape sponge is usually packaged sterile in packs
of five in a pouch. Alternately, it is placed with other

_products in a non-sterile condition inside various cus-
tomized procedure packs made\up by the hospital or
commercial companies before beipg sterilized as a part
of a larger whole unit. In either\case, this invention
serves to package, count and dispose tape sponges,
though in the first instance it also fujctions as an inde
pendent sterile container in place of the plastic pouchés
generally in use.

All surgical procedures demand an ackounting ¢f the
articles used in the field of surgery tQ previent acgfdental

misplacement within the body. Noge pose ¢ greater
problem than sponges. Operating rQom \pégulations
therefore demand that they be countel ay)east three

times by two nurses. The sponge is first di§cared from
the sterile field into a non-sterile buckef. A nuknber of
accessory products are then available for twy nuyses to

hygienic.
The unsafe aspect of the use gf a plastic bag for co¥
ing is primarily due to its inapility to perform a secoy
count on a batch of sponges/ usually five, placed withh
one bag. If an error accideptally occurs while doing the
single count into the bag,Ahat error cannot be corrected
by subsequent counts ghid can result in a serious mis-
count with harmful cgnsequences. It therefore became
necessary to devis¢/ more sophisticated products to
count sponges, and these specialized sponge counting
products are the fommercial versions of Dorton’s U.S.
Pat. Nos. 3,749,237 and 4,234,086 and Cheesman/Alik-
han’s U.S. Pat/No. 4,422,548. Regardless, all these pa-
tents teach mfethods of counting, but none of them or
the articles Lommonly used provide an original package
for clean Aponges, Olsen’s U.S. Pat. No. 4,190,153 de-
scribes &'sponge tray comprising a separate section for
clean gfonges and several other compartments for phys-
ically'separating each soiled sponge for counting.
As stated earlier, a requirement of good accounting
pglicies is to be able to conveniently perform multiple
ounts of the sponges. To do so, the prior art devised
various means to separately maintain each sponge in its
own visually distinct compartment to enable the nurses
to count them as desired. This invention, with only a
single compartment, does not separate the bulk of the
sponges for counting but uses the blue tape of each
sponge as the sole visual indicator of each sponge and
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counts only the blue tapes inserted in a specified loca-
tion, thereby permitting the use of the pdckaging con-
tainer as a sponge counter. Since the count is done in the
same containers from which the injffal count of their
original contents was made, th¢ same number of
sponges must be placed back iny6 the same number of
containers for a count to be gorrect and the sponges
disposed, thereby eliminating the need of a separate
product for counting or djgposing.

Still further, a sponge £ounter should be able to con-
fine a soiled and dirty/Sponge from contaminating the
operating room envijfonment by being exposed, while
allowing it to be cgdnted until the end of the operation.
The present invgntion efficiently does this by com-
pletely enclosing the used sponges, while allowing the
visible blue tapes in their locations to be counted any
number of fimes.

Finally £he containers may be conveniently stacked
one on $0p of another in a small area. It saves valuable
space in the operating room, and makes them easy to
weigh on any scale or be viewed by a doctor to estimate
blobd loss. The containers do not have to be moved
afound to do a count as is the case with other commer-
Cial counters. Safety, sanitation, convenience and econ-
omy are the major considerations for a hospital in mak-
ing a choice of the product to be used for counting
sponges. This invention not only fulfils these important
criteria of counting in a better manner through a high
quality surgical package, but removes the expense and
handling of another accessory to count and dispose used
tape sponges.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a container for packaging
clean surgical sponges, each attached to one indicator
tape, after the removal of which, the same container is
utilized to count and dispose used tape sponges. In par-
ticular, the taped sponges are confined in a single com-
partment to perform the muitiple counts required dur-
ing a surgical operation, with only the tapes inserted
into specific locations being counted instead of the
sponges as indicative of their number. Indeed, it is an
important feature of this invention that the sponges may
be repeatedly counted without being further handled,
and completely confined without contamination of the
Operating room environment. The original packaging
Ogtainer is then used to safely dispose the sponges after
ounts are done, eliminating the need of another
proquct for these functions, while providing improved
hand¥ng, ease of counting, convenience and economy.
A morg\detailed explanation of the invention is pro-
vided in\the following description and claims, and is
illustrated\{1 the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and o \:\r features and advantages of the pres-
ent invention aré\more clearly described with the aid of
the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a genera]‘view of one embodiment of the
container performing ‘function of a package contain-
ing clean surgical sponpgs, sterile seal and a separate

cover. )

FIG. 2 shows the contunctioning as a counter
after the clean sponges are remved, with the indicator
tapes of the soiled sponges beiggdinserted into counting
locations designed, as grooves.
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Nickson
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451 Date of Patent:
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Oct. 22, 1996

[54] PLANT WATERING AID ENCLOSURE

{767 Invenior: Jack Nickson, Warren Down,
Peasemore Newbury RG16 OIL, United
Kingdom

{211 Appl. No: 140,202
{22] PCT Filed: Apr. 27,1992
{86} PCT No.: PCT/GBI2OGTTS
§371 Dac:  Sep. 6, 1994
§ 102(e) Date: Sep. 6, 1994
{87) PCT Pub. No.. WOY2/19096
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130] Foreign Application Priority Data
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Primary Examiner—Terry Lec Mcljus
Assistant Exgminer—Joanne . Downs
Attorney, Agent, or Firmr—lames B. Middicwn

{571 ABSTRACT

A water-retaining enclosure is formed around a plant (10) by
joining the ends (18) of a wall (12} of flexible, water-
impervions material, so as to form a circle around the plant,
the wall then being inserted into the ground with a desired
keight (16} of the wall projecting ahove the ground. The wall
has projections {20, 30, 32, 40) at intervals on a first side
(21) and reecsses (22, 31 42) on the other or second side
(19) 1o cngage at feast some of gaid projections for scalingly
securing opposite end portions of the wall together.

6 Claimsg, 1 Drawing Sheet
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[54] CONTAINER FOR PACKAGING AND
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[22] Filed: Jun. 7, 198§
[30] Foreign Application \Priority Data
Jun. 15, 1987 [CA] 539682

[51] Int. CL4 .oorecerecreeece Nerrerenenene B65D 85/00
[52] US.CL .oocvrrceeeneecenecn Ao 206/438; 206/509;

206/45Y; 206/362; 206/440
[58] Field of Search ................ 2065438, 362, 440, 459

[56] References Cited
U.S. PATENT DOCUM S
3,749,237 771973 DoOrton ......coeeeecneeXueeveerene 206/438

[76] Inventor:
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[57] ABSTRACT

A single compartmght container for packaging clean
surgical sponges, e4ch with an attached indicator tape,
wherein the impyOvement uses the container, after the
removal for the/Clean sponges, as a receptacle for hold-
ing, counting, confining and disposing discarded
sponges witlfonly the tapes inserted into specified loca-

tions in thé container being counted, instead of the
sponges, #As indicative of their number.
3 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
%
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