CAVELIER

ABOGADOS
Teléfono: (57-1) 347 3611
EDIFICIO SISKI Telefax: (57-1) 211 8650
www.cavelier.com CARRERA 4 No. 72 - 35 (57-1) 700 4814
cavelier@cavelier.com BOGOTA 8, COLOMBIA Fax in U.S.A.: (1-305) 675 7743
OMERCIO
- \NOUSTRAY c
GDENCIA DE TR i
sopernte B D
\‘\‘\\\\\\\\“\\\\\‘\\\\\\\\\\\ [t *\6‘609;.*0000 -
Sefior Superintendente \\‘.&\\\:‘« ) "‘\;‘5“‘%&;102201 -5'0 06D zozoDSN‘i\é%oﬁﬁu\
. ' , . - 17403 - S
Superintendencia de Industria y Comercio Fecna zowz%gf&?%\‘v?“-o N e.gé\ﬁ\ﬂo‘j’;
E. S. D. e R e POSPRESRECY
Tramite : 011
Evento : 379
Actuacion : 412
Referencia :  Expediente No. 07.102.201
. Asunto : Solicitud de Patente para:

ARTICULO DE ROPA INTERIOR QUE COMPRENDE UN MATERIAL
LAMINAR ELASTICO

Solicitante . SCA HYGIENE PRODUCTS AB

Fecha de solicitud : 01 de Octubre de 2007

. RECURSO ViA GUBERNATIVA

Yo, Luz Clemencia DE PAEZ, abogada con Tarjeta Profesional No. 23.555, obrando como
apoderada de SCA HYGIENE PRODUCTS AB, solicitante de la patente de la referencia, por el
presente escrito atentamente manifiesto a usted que debidamente notificada de la Resolucién No.
31922 de fecha 25 de Mayo de 2012, interpongo en su contra el recurso de REPOSICION, para que
sea revocada y se conceda el privilegio de patente de invencién para “ARTICULO DE ROPA
‘ INTERIOR QUE COMPRENDE UN MATERIAL LAMINAR ELASTICO” a favor de SCA HYGIENE
PRODUCTS AB.

Il. OPORTUNIDAD DE LA IMPUGNACION

La Resolucién No. 31922 de fecha 25 de Mayo de 2012, fue notificada mediante edicto No. 16472
desfijado el veintinueve (29) de Junio de dos mil doce (2012), por lo que el término para interponer
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el recurso de reposicion vence el nueve (09) de Julio de dos mil doce (2012). En consecuencia, me
encuentro dentro de la oportunidad legal.

ll. FUNDAMENTO DE LA RESOLUCION No. 31922

Mediante la Resoluciéon objeto de la presente impugnacién, el Superintendente de Industria y
Comercio decidio:

3.1. Negar el privilegio de patente para la invencién “ARTICULO DE ROPA INTERIOR QUE
COMPRENDE UN MATERIAL LAMINAR ELASTICO”.

3.2. En la parte motiva de la providencia, se mencionaron los siguientes fundamentos:

“Como se puede observar, las caracteristicas del articulo de ropa interior tipo pantaloncillo de la
reivindicacion 1 ya habian sido divulgadas previamente en el documento D1, de acuerdo a Ia"“""w .

' comparacion que aparece en la anterior tabla. Por lo tanto, se concluye que el articulo de ropa"‘ "'
interior tipo pantaloncillo caracterizado en dicha reivindicacién, ya era conocido en el estado dg |
técnica y no puede considerarse nuevo.”
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“Asimismo, es necesario aclarar que durante el trémite se requirié a la solicitante por deficiencias en
la caracterizacién de la materia a proteger en lo respectivo a la claridad y concision de las -
reivindicaciones, y aunque la solicitante modificé en dos oportunidades el capitulo reivindicatorio

buscando superar las objeciones, esto no se alcanzé porque se continué caracterizando el objeto a
proteger incorrectamente.”

IV. OBJETO DEL RECURSO

De acuerdo con los argumentos que expongo a continuacion, solicito atentamente a su Despacho lo
siguiente:

41. Revocar la Resolucion No. 31922 de fecha 25 de Mayo de 2012, en el sentido de:
Conceder el privilegio de patente de invencién para “ARTICULO DE ROPA INTERIOR

QUE COMPRENDE UN MATERIAL LAMINAR ELASTICO” a favor de SCA HYGIENE
PRODUCTS AB.
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V. FUNDAMENTOS DEL RECURSO

Respetuosamente me permito disentir de lo expuesto por ese Despacho en la Resolucion objeto del

presente recurso, ya que la presente solicitud es novedosa a la luz del documento EP 0 861 647
(D1).

La anterior afirmacién tiene justificacion juridica y técnica por las siguientes razones;

5.1. Violacion de los articulos 14 y 16 de la Decision 486 de la Comision de la
Comunidad Andina:

De acuerdo con los articulos 14 y 16 de la Decisiéon 486:

“Articulo 14.- Los Paises Miembros otorgaran patentes para las invenciones, sean de
producto o de procedimiento, en todos los campos de la tecnologia, siempre que sean
nuevas, tengan nivel inventivo y sean susceptibles de aplicacién industrial.”(Subrayas
' fuera del texto).”

i

“Articulo 16. - Una invencion es nueva cuyo no estd comprendida en el estado de Ig :* =
técnica. 3
El estado de la técnica comprenderé todo lo que haya sido accesible al publico, por u
descripcién escrita u oral, por una utilizacién o cualquier otro medio antes de la fecha de
presentacion de la solicitud de patente o, en su caso, de la prioridad reconocida”.

Asi entonces, para determinar si una invencion es novedosa o no, el Examinador de patentes debe
primero cerciorarse que ésta no se encuentre dentro del estado de la técnica. El estado de la técnica
es el conjunto de conocimientos técnicos dentro del campo de la invencion que hayan sido
publicados por cualquier medio, antes de la fecha de solicitud de la invencion o de la prioridad
reivindicada. Una vez se determina el estado de la técnica, el Examinador debe compararlo frente a
la invencion, elemento por elemento, con el fin de establecer si existe alguna diferencia entre ellos.

. Teniendo en cuenta lo anterior, se expone a continuacién el por qué la presente invencién posee
novedad frente al documento D1, toda vez que se interpreté errébneamente el articulo 16 de la
Decision 486, como se muestra a continuacién;

En primer lugar, deseamos reiterar que la anterioridad (EP 0 861 647) hace referencia a un sistema
de ropa interior que comprende una parte de pantaloncillo reutilizable (1) y un revestimiento
absorbente intercambiable (7). Dichos pantaloncillo constan de un laminado de tres capas (3), que
contiene una pelicula de membrana (5) como una capa intermedia entre dos estructuras textiles.
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respirable de poliuretano posicionada entre dos capas preferiblemente eldsticas, de formas tal que
el laminado _obtenido es bi-elastico, como es indicado en la reivindicacién 3. De esta manera, la
elasticidad del laminado se obtiene por redes tejidas, como se puede observar la tltima linea de la
columna 3 a la linea 6 de la columna 4.

Partiendo de lo anterior, resulta claro que la configuracién ensefiada en el documento D1 difiere de
la configuracién del material laminado elastico de acuerdo a la reivindicacion 1, toda vez que el
laminado de tres capas de red tejida no esta constituido de un material estirado creciente a un punto

por debajo de la elongacién en la carga maxima en una de las capas no tejidas no elasticas. lo que

permite alcanzar la elasticidad necesaria para la fabricacion del articulo reivindicado.

Por otro lado, el Examinador menciona que:

‘En este sentido, la frase “el material elastico (20) es estirado crecientemente a un punto
debajo de la elongacién en la carga maxima de al menos una de las capas no tejidas no

. elasticas” hace referencia a la forma de obtener mediante un proceso el material plastico,
lo cual corresponde a definir el producto en términos de su proceso de fabricacién y no._.
por sus caracteristicas estructurales, por tanto dicha frase no puede aceptarse como .- .
caracteristica técnica del producto a reivindicar. La siguiente frase, que busca definir uha
capa de material fibroso porque ‘tiene una elongacién a una carga méxima mayor a |
elasticidad del material laminar elastico”, tal y como se habia objetado en el oficio No.
00054 (Fl. 145) corresponde a un resultado a obtener, y no una caracteristica técnica
esencial estructural o funcional, por lo tanto, dicha frase tampoco puede aceptarse como
caracteristica técnica del producto a reivindicar.”

A este respecto, resulta necesario poner de presente que, contrario a lo afirmado por el Sefior
Examinador en la resolucion impugnada, el articulo de ropa interior de tipo pantaloncillo (10) se
encuentra definido en términos de sus elementos estructurales y funcionales, como lo son las
regiones frontal (12), posterior (14), de entrepierna (16) y de cintura (18), asi como el hecho que el
articulo presenta un material laminar elastico (20) compuesto de una primera (22) y una segunda
. (24) capa de material fibroso, y una capa de pelicula elastica (26) localizada entre las primera y
segunda capa fibrosa (22, 24). En vista de lo anterior, el articulo reivindicado se caracteriza porque
el material laminar elastico (20) es estirado crecientemente a un punto debajo de la elongacién en la
carga maxima de al menos una de las capas no tejidas no elasticas, y porque una capa de material
fibroso tiene una elongacién a una carga maxima mayor a la elasticidad del material laminar

elastico, en donde dicho material laminar elastico es resistente a la perforacion y el articulo de ropa
interior del tipo de pantaloncillo se puede volver a usar y tolera el lavado a maquina sin romperse.
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&+, proceso de fabricacion, como es afirmado por su Despacho, sino por las propiedades mecanicas

tipicas de materiales poliméricos. De esta manera, cualquier persona conocedora de ingenieria
quimica y ciencia de los materiales estd en la capacidad de utilizar sus conocimientos para la
interpretacion de la composicion del material elastico, mas aun teniendo en cuenta que la memoria
descriptiva, especificamente en las paginas 6 y 7, claramente indica los tipos de materiales
laminares usados en las modalidades preferentes de la invencién.

Asi las cosas, se considera que el articulo de ropa interior de tipo pantaloncillo (10) no solo resulta
novedoso en vista de las ensefianzas del arte previo, sino que también se encuentra claramente
definido en el capitulo reivindicatorio presentado ante su Despacho.

Por dltimo, se desea poner de presente que aunque nos encontramos de acuerdo con la soberania
y autonomia de su Oficina para realizar el examen de patentabilidad de las solicitudes de patentes,
consideramos relevantes tener de presente que la solicitud bajo estudio ha sido concedida por las
Oficinas de Patente de Australia, China y Rusia.

5.2 Conclusion

En linea con los argumentos presentados y con las disposiciones de la legislacion actual en materiz
de patentes, consideramos que el estudio de patentabilidad no fue correctamente realizado y que
contrario a lo que afirma el Examinador, el articulo absorbente reivindicado si resulta novedoso,

teniendo en cuenta que este no habia sido previamente divulgado en su totalidad previo a la -

presente solicitud. De la misma manera, el pliego reivindicatorio resulta claro y conciso para su
comprensién por parte de una persona versada en la materia.

Por lo tanto, la decision tomada en este sentido debe ser revocada, dado que la solicitud en estudio
cumple con los requerimientos de patentabilidad tal como exige la Decisiéon 486 de la Comunidad
Andina.

. VI. PETICIONES

Ruego a Usted entonces, lo siguiente:

6.1. Que se revoque el articulo PRIMERO de la Resoluciéon No. 31922 en cuanto niega el
privilegio de patente para el capitulo reivindicatorio de la presente invencion.
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“ea. Que en consecuencia se otorgue el privilegio de patente de invencién para “ARTICULO
' DE ROPA INTERIOR QUE COMPRENDE UN MATERIAL LAMINAR ELASTICO” a
favor de SCA HYGIENE PRODUCTS AB.

Vil. ANEXOS

Presento junto al presente recurso, copia de los titulos de patentes y pliegos reivindicatorios en
Ingles, concedidos por las Oficinas de Patentes de Australia, China y Rusia.

Vill. NOMBRE Y DIRECCION DEL RECURRENTE
El nombre y la direccion del recurrente son:

SCA HYGIENE PRODUCTS AB
405 03 Goteborg
Suecia

VIIl. NOTIFICACIONES

Atentamente manifiesto a usted que recibiré notificaciones en la Secretaria de su Despacho o en mi
oficina de abogada situada en la Carrera 4. No. 72-35, piso 4°, de esta ciudad de Bogota, D.C.

Sefior Superintendente,
2 (Bl 046 >
LUZ CLEMENCIA DE PAEZ
C.C. 35.456.344 de Usaquén
T.P.A. No. 23.555

COLO-11256-841-131-1
A LLGLLLGND-221144\WPC11256
v No. M-2012-221144\LLG
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Australian Government
TP Australia

LETTERS PATENT

STANDARD PATENT

I, Fatima Beattie, the Commissioner of Patents, grant a Standard Patent with the following
patticulars:

2005328393

Name and Address of Patentee(s):

SCA Hygiene Products-AB
S-405 03, Goteborg, Sweden

Name of Actual Inventor(s):
Melander, Magnus.

Title of Invention:
Underwear article comprising an elastic laminate

Term of Letters Patent:
Twenty years from 2 March 2005

Dated this 21% day of June 2012

Fatima Beattie
PATENTS ACT 1990 Commissioner of Patents
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Underwear article comprising an elastic laminate

Technical field

The present Invention refers to a pant type underwear article, sald article comprising
front, back, crotch and waist regions, At least part of the article comprises an elastic
laminate composed of two layers of fibrous matetial and an elastic fifm layer located
between the fibrous layers.

Background of the invention

It is known to hold disposable absorbent bodles in place against the body of an
incontinent wearer with reusable pant-type underwear articles. The disposable
absorbent bodies may be sanitary napkins or incontinence articles. This approach has
advantages over conventional absorbent articles with an integral absorbent core such
as diapers or incontinence pants, in that only the absorbent component of the article is
disposed after soiling, while the underwear component can be reused, thus providing
savings in both manufacturing costs and materials.

Laminate-type materials are known as components of absorbent articles such as
diapers. For example, WO 03/047488 discloses an elastic laminate comprising an
elastic film which on opposite sides Is bonded to first and second non-elastic fibrous
layers. The laminate is made by bonding the non-elastic fibrous layers to the elastic
flim layer and subsequently stretching the composite material, causing the non-elastic
materlals to break. The elastic film material may be of a breathable material. The
laminate may be Incorporated in an absorbent article, such as a diaper. No mention is
made of the puncture resistance of such a material. The process described in WO
03/047488 will give a material which Is soft and elastic, but which on the other hand
has low resistance to puncturing, as the broken outer nonwoven layers will make no
contribution to the puncture resistance of the laminate.

EP0861647 discloses an underwear system comprising a reusable underpant part and
an exchangeable absorber lining. The pants consist of a 3-layer laminate, which
contains a membrane flim as an Intermediate layer between two textile structures.

Elastic materials, such as stretch~-bonded laminates, are also known. Such laminates
may include a layer of meltblown elastomeric fibers which have been stretched and
sandwiched between outer layers of spunbonded webs.

10
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US2003/0022582 describes a laminate in which an elastomeric film is bound between
two or more layers of nonwoven webs. The laminate is said to be particularly useful in
elastic "ears" of diapers, which allow the diaper to be stretched to accommodate
variously sized wearers. It is stated that nonwoven materials provide little or no puncture
resistance, hence any puncture resistance which the laminate has will be almost
exclusively due to the puncture resistance of the elastomeric film.

However, there is room for improvement of the underwear articles used in two-
component systems. The consumer places high demands on the comfort, fit and cloth-
like feel of the pant-type underwear articles. Discreteness of the article is also a high
priority, so the underwear article should be thin, preferably equally as thin as a pair of
ordinary cotton pants. Furthermors, it is highly desirable that the absorbent body is held
correctly in position against the wearer's body by the underwear article, so that it Is
optimally positioned to receive body exudates and undesired slippage or movement of
the absorbent body is avoided. The underwear article itself is intended to be re-used, and
therefore requires washing. It must therefore be able to tolerate the elevated
temperatures, water, detergents and mechanical agitation which are present in the
washing and/or drying machines of today without breaking. There is therefore a need for

improvement of the strength of underwear articles, particularly their resistance to
puncture,

Object and most important features of the invention

One object of the present invention is to provide a pant-type underwear article which
combines the properties of comfort and fit to the wearer's body and a soft and cloth-like
feeling close to textile materials. It is further desirable that the article can be put on and
taken off without puncturing, e.g. by fingernails. This is an important feature, as the force
which can be applied during putting on and taking off such an article has been estimated

as being up 1o 5N, It is also desirable that the article should tolerate machine washing
and drying and remain intact.

In one aspect, the invention provides pant-type underwear article, comprising front, back,
crotch and waist regions, said article having a longitudinal and a transverse direction, at
least part of the article comprising an elastic laminate composed of first and second
layers of fibrous material and an elastic film layer located between said first and second
fibrous layers, wherein said elastic laminate has a puncture resistance of at least 15N,
and wherein the pant type underwear article does not contain an absorbent core.
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In another aspect the invention provides a pant type underwear article, comprising front,
back, crotch and waist regions, said article having a longitudinal direction and a
transverse direction, at least part of the article comprising an elastic laminate composed
of first and second layers of fibrous material and an elastic film layer located between
said first and second fibrous layers, wherein said elastic laminate has a puncture
resistance of at least 15N, wherein at least one of the layers of fibrous material has an
elongation at maximum load greater than an elasticity of the elastic laminate, and
wherein the pant underwear article is reusable after washing.

(2
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Due to the materials and methods involved in its construction, the punctutre resistance
of this laminate is higher than the elastic film layer alone (l.e. the layers of flbrous
material contribute to the punctu're resistance of the laminate), The underwear article
provides good fit due to the elasticity of the laminate, and a cloth-like feel.
Furthermore, the underwear articie Is reusable, and tolerates machine washing/drying,
even machine washing up to 609C. Use of the laminate aliows the article to survive
machine washing at least three times at up to 60°C through a washing cycle of a
washing machine and yet remain intact. The underwear article may be used to hold
individual absorbent bodies (e.g. sanitary napkins or incontinence articles) securely in
place against the user’s body, yet will not be permanently fastened to such absorbent
bodies. The elastic properties of the laminate help to ensure that the absorbent
bodies are held securely against the wearer’s body.

Preferably the elastic laminate has a puncture resistance of at least 20N, more
preferably at least 30N.

In one embodiment, at least the front region of the article comprises the elastic
laminate. Furthermore, both the front and back regions of the article may comprise
the elastic laminate. In another embodiment, a substantial part of the crotch region of
the article is free from elastic laminate. Additionally, the waist region of the article
may be free from elastic laminate. In a separate embodiment, the entire article
comprises the elastic laminate.

Preferably, the elastic film layer |s breathable. The elastic laminate sultably has a
Water Vapour Transmission Rate according to ASTM E96-00 Procedure D of at least
1500 g/m? 24h, preferably at least 3000 g/m? 24h.

In one embodiment, the elastic laminate has an elasticity in the transverse direction of
the article of at least 30%, preferably at least 50%, more preferably 70%, when
measured according to the elasticity test specified herein. Elasticity in the transverse
direction of the article allows an article of a single size to be used on wearers having a
variety of waist sizes, At least one of the layers of fibrous material may have an
elongation at maximum load greater than the elasticity of the elastic laminate.
Furthermore, both layers of fibrous material may have an elongation at maximum load
greater than the elasticity of the elastic laminate.

3
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According to one embodiment of the present invention, the layers of fibrous
material have an elongation at maximum load of at least 10%, preferably at least
20%, greater than the elasticity of the elastic laminate. The first and/or the
second layers of fibrous material preferably comprise a mixture of polypropylene
and polyethylene polymers.

in a most preferred embodiment, the elastic laminate comprises first and second
fibrous layers of spunbond material, each having a basis weight of between 10
and 35 g/m?, preferably between 12 and 30 g/m? more preferably between 15
and 25 g/m?, and a breathable elastic film layer having a basis weight between 20
and 100 g/m?, preferably between 20 and 60 g/m?, said elastic laminate having a
Water Vapour Transmission Rate according to ASTM E96-00 Procedure D of at
least 1500 g/m? 24h, preferably at least 3000 g/m? 24h.

Description of the Figures

Fig. 1 shows a perspective view of a pant-type underwear article,

Fig. 2 shows a simplified plan view of the pant-type underwear article in its flat,
uncontracted state prior to formation.

Fig. 3 is a cross section through an elastic laminate according to the invention.
Fig. 4 is a graph showing load vs. strain for two nonwoven fibrous layers.

Fig. 5 is a graph showing load vs. strain for an elastic laminate.

Description of preferred embodiments
The invention will in the following be closer described with reference to some
embodiments shown in the accompanying figures.

The figures show an embodiment of a pant-type underwear article 10. The article
typically comprises front 12, back 14, crotch 16 and waist 18 regions. The front
region 12 is that which in use covers the belly of the user. The waist region 18 is
that which encircles the waist of the user when the article is being worn. The
back region 14 is that which covers the lower torso/buttocks of the user when the
article is being worn. The crotch region 16 is defined as the narrow part of the
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article intended to be worn in the wearer's crotch between the legs. The article
10 has a longitudinal (y) and a transverse direction (x).

The article is thus divided into four regions (front region 12, back region 14, crotch

region 16 and waist region 18) in its longitudinal direction, as shown in Figure 2.
The
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front reglon Is defined by the edge of the article at which the waist region ends, the
longitudinai side edges of the article, part of the leg openings of the article and a
transverse line (a) which s located at the point at which the angle of the edge of the
leg opening changes most abl;uptly (i.e. the point at which the rate of change of the
angle of the edge of the leg opening with respect to the transverse direction is
highest), The back region is defined in a similar manner: by the edge of the article at
which the waist region ends, the longitudinal side edges of the article, part of the leg
openings of the article and a transverse line (b) which is located at the paint on the
edge of the leg opening at which the angle of the edge changes most abruptly (i.e. the
point at which the rate of change of the angle of the edge of the leg opening with
respect to thé transverse direction is highest). The crotch region is defined at its
longitudinal edges by the edges of the leg openings of the article and at its transverse
edges by the two transverse lines (a) and (b) described above.

Elastic laminate

At least part of the article 10 comprises an elastic laminate 20 composed of first 22
and second 24 layers of fibrous material and an elastic film layer 26 located between
said first and second fibrous layers 22; 24, Characteristically, the elastic laminate 20
has a puncture resistance of at least 15N, Preferably, the elastic laminate 20 has a
puncture resistance of at least 20N, more preferably at {east 30N,

The laminate is elastic at least In the transverse x-direction of the article. The
elasticity in the x~direction should be at least 30%, preferably at least 50%, more
preferably at least 70%, as measured by the elasticlty test specifled herein.

The elastic laminate 20 Is composed of first and second outer layers of fibrous material
22 and 24 and a middle elastic film layer 26 located between sald fibrous layers. The
outer fibrous layers 22 and 24 are chosen so that they, in combination with the inner
elastic film layer, give the faminate high resistance to puncture. They also provide a
soft and cloth-like feel to the laminate. Examples of suitable materials are carded
webs and spunbond materials. The basis weight of the fibrous material layers should
be between 10 and 35 g/m?, preferably between 12 and 30 g/m?, more preferably
between 15 and 25 g/m?. Examples of suitable polymers used in the fibrous materialé
are polyethylene, polyesters, polypropylene and other polyolefin homopolymers and
copolymers. Natural fibres, for example cotton, may also be used as long as they
provide the required properties. A mixture of polymers can contribute to a higher
flexibility of the nonwoven layer, and through this, give the nonwoven material a
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higher elongation at maximum load. A mixture of polyethylene and polypropylene
polymers has proved to provide good results In this respect. A mixture of fibers of
different polymers is also possible.

The middle elastic film layer 26 is according to one embodiment of the invention an
apertured elastic film having a basis weight between 20 and 100 g/m?, preferably
between 20 and 60 g/m?. The film may be of any suitable elastic polymer, natural or
synthetic. Some examples of suitable materials for the elastic film are low crystallinity
polyethylenes, metallocene-catalyzed low crystallinity polyethylene, ethylene vinyl
acetate copolymers (EVA), polyurethane, polylsoprene, butadiene-styrene copolymers,
styrene  block copolymers, such as styrene/isoprene/styrene (SIS),
styrene/butadiene/styrene (SBS), or styrene/ethylene-butadiene/styrene block
copolymer. Blends of these polymers may also be used as well as other modifying
elastomeric or non-elastomeric materials. One example of a suitable film is an
apertured three-layer elastomeric film of PE-SEBS-PE.

As mentioned previously, the elastic film layer 26 may be breathable. This allows a
higher degree of comfort for the wearer, as moisture/humidity build-up is reduced or
completely avoided. The breathability of the elastic film layer 26 may be quantified by
the Water Vapour Transmission Rate (WVTR) according to ASTM E96-00 Procedure D,
According to one embodiment, the elastic laminate 20 has a Water Vapour
Transmission Rate of at least 1500 g/m? 24h, preferably at least 3000 g/m? 24h as
measured by the above ASTM procedure.

The elastic laminate 20 may be manufactured according to a modified version of the
method disclosed in WO 03/047488, wherein one spunbond layer 22 is applied to the
film 26 in a tacky state and will thus bond to the film iayer, while the other spunbond
layer 24 is adhesively laminated to the film layer 26, using for example a pressure
sensitive hot melt adhesive. The modification involves the laminate being
incrementally stretched (through intermeshing gears, IMG), to a point below the
elongation at peak load of at least one of the non-elastic nonwoven layers to retain
some strength for at least one of the nonwoven layers. The other layer may also be
stretched to a polnt below its elongation at peak load, or to a point at which it will tear
during stretching.

The method disclosed in WO 03/047488 Involves stretching of the laminate above the
point of failure of the fibrous material, so that the non-elastic layers break completely.
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Therefore, as described in WO 03/047488, the elongation of the laminate is not
limited by the stretch modulus of the non-elastic material.

In contrast to the method described in WO 03/047488, upon manufacture of a
laminate according to the present invention, at least one, preferably both fibrous
layers which are bound to the elastic film are not completely torn. Selection of
fibrous materials which have an elongation at maximum load greater than the
elasticity of the elastic laminate allows the elastic fiim to stretch without being
hindered by the fibrous layers. Such a selection also ensures that the fibrous
layers contribute to the puncture resistance of the laminate, as they are not
completely torn or broken during manufacture. Therefore, at least one of -
alternatively both - the layers of fibrous material 22, 24 may have an elongation at
maximum load greater than the elasticity of the elastic laminate 20. Preferably
the tayers of fibrous material 22, 24, or at least one of the fibrous layers, have an
elongation at maximum load that is at least 10%, preferably at least 20%, greater
than the elasticity of the laminate 20.

According to a most preferred embodiment of the invention, the elastic laminate
20 comprises first and second fibrous layers 22, 24 of spunbond material, each
having a basis weight of between 10 and 35 g/m?, preferably between 12 and
30 g/m?, more preferably between 15 and 25 g/im? and a breathable elastic film
layer 26 having a basis weight between 20 and 100 g/m?, preferably between
20 and 60 g/m%. The elastic laminate 20 according to this embodiment has a
Water Vapour Transmission Rate according to ASTM E96-00 Procedure D of at
least 1500 g/m? 24h, preferably at least 3000 g/m? 24h.

Fig. 4 shows the behaviour of two 20 gsm and 25 gsm nonwoven layers (BBA
Sofspan 200) under stretching. It can be seen that, with increasing load (in
Newtons), the strain in the layer increases, first slowly and then more rapidly.
The applied load eventually reaches a maximum (the “maximum load"), at which
point the load drops rapidly as the material fails. It can be seen that for-the
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20 gsm layer, maximum load is reached at around 90% strain, while for the
25 gsm layer, maximum load is reached at around 150% strain.

Fig. 5 shows the behaviour of a laminate according to the present invention under
stretching at a constant strain. The laminate comprises 25 gsm Sofspan NW from

BBA on both sides of a 40 gsm apertured elastic film, where one face is glue-
laminated
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with approximately 5 gsm glue.

From zero strain, the laminate exhibits elastic behaviour in region (A) up to around a
“knee point” (B), after which, the load increases rapidly through region (C). The knee
point (B) is defined as the first point on the load-strain curve at which the gradient
becomes greater than 0.3N/%. The laminate shown Is elastic up to about 80% strain
~ gs this Is less than the elongation (strain) at maximum load of the nonwoven layer
(ca. 150% from Fig. 5), the laminate fails within the present invention.

The applied load eventually reaches a maximum (the “maximum load”, D), at which
point the gradient of the load-strain curve Is zero, The load then drops through region
(E) as the material fails. Complete failure of the laminate occurs at point (F).

It is preferred that the elastic laminate 20 has a breathability (Water Vapour
Transmission Rate) according to ASTM E96-00 Procedure D of at least 1500 g/m? 24h,
preferably at least 3000 g/m? 24h.

The opacity of a material layer Is the characteristic abllity of the material layer to
visually hide from view an underlying object or pattern. The opacity s measured in %,
wherein 100% opacity means that nothing can be seen through the materlal layer and
0% means that the material layer is completely transparent. The opacity is measured
by the Opacity Test described below, which is based on luminous-reflectance-factor
data. The elastic web material has an opacity of at least 40%, preferably at least 50%
and more preferably at least 60%. The opacity of the elastic web material provides a
cloth-like appearance to the article, which is of particular importance when the article
is pant-type underwear, Especially in this case, where the elastic web material forms
the sole component In large areas of the front and back regions, the appearance of the
elastic web material is of great importance for the overall appearance of the article.
Thus by making the elastic web material opagque with an opacity of at least 40%, the
pant-type underwear article will appear more cloth-like and more like “normal”
underwear, than if the elastic web material has a higher degree of transparency.

Opacity can be increased by the incorporation of opacifying fillers into the laminate,
particularly into the elastic film. Such pigments can be organic or inorganic dyes,
colouring agents, or whitening agents. Inorganic materfals such as titanium dioxide,
Inorganic carbonates, synthetic carbonates, talc, nepheline syenite, magnesium
hydroxide, aluminium trihydrate siatomaceous earth, mica, natural or synthetic silicas,
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calcinated clays and mixtures thereof are preferred examples of opacifying fillers.

The filler Is preferably added as a master batch at the extrusion of the film. One
example of an appropriate concentration is about 5% filler by weight of the film.

The open area of the elastic film layer is preferably at least 5%, more preferably at
least 8%. The open area is measured by Image analysis methods and is defined as the
sum of the hole area divided by the total area of the fllm sample.

Pant-type underwear article

The pant-type underwear article 10 disclosed in Fig. 1 is intended to enclose the lower
part of the wearer’s trunk and crotch region, It comprises front 12, back 14, crotch 16
and waist regions 18. The front 12 and back 14 regions are joined to each other along
their longitudinal edges at side seams 28, which may comprise ultrasonic welds, glue
strings or the like.

The entire article 10 may comprise elastic laminate 20. Preferably, at least the front
region 12 of the article 10 comprises the elastic.laminate 20. Furthermore, both the
front and back regions 12; 14 of the article may comprise the elastic [aminate 20.

According to a preferred embodiment a substantial part of the crotch region 16 of the
article is free from the elastic laminate 20. A “substantlal part” used herein refers to
at least 50%, preferably at least 75%. If the crotch region 16 does not comprise
elastic laminate 20, it may comprise nonwoven material, or a breathable film material.
This embodiment allows improved comfort and breathability of the article in the
crotch region. Alternatively, the crotch reglon 16 may comprise a different nonwoven
film laminate than the elastic laminate 20 used in the remalinder of the article. As a
further alternative, the crotch region 16 may comprise a plastic film material, which
may be non-breathable.

Preferably also the waist reglon 18 of the article is free from the elastic laminate. The
walst region 18 may comprise a nonwoven material that is elasticized by elastic
members 30, such as elastic threads, contractably affixed between material layers,
such as nonwoven materials. Such elastic members 30 may also be arranged around
the leg openings of the article. Ultrasonic welds, glue strings or the like, join the
elastic laminate 20 to the elasticized nonwoven In the walst reglon 18,
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No additional elasticized side panels joining the front and back regions 12 and 14 are
needed when using the elastic laminate 20 according to the invention. If desired,
additional elasticlzed side panels may of course be provided, especially in cases where
the elastic laminate 20 Is arranged only in parts of the front and/or back regions.

The elastic laminate should have a puncture resistance of at [east 15N as measured
according to ASTM Designation D3763-02. Preferably, the elastic laminate of the
present invention has a puncture resistance of at least 20N, and more preferably at
least 30N.

The elastic laminate should preferably have a softness according to Kawabata of at
least 20, preferably at least 30 and most preferably at least 40.

1t is further desired that it has a formabillty according to Kawabata of no more than
50, preferably no more than 30, more preferably no more than 20 and most preferably
no more than 10,

It is also desired that the elastic laminate has a drapabllity according to Kawabata of
no more than 40.

Description of test methods

Opacity

The opacity of the elastic web material is measured according to a slightly modified
version of SS-ISO 2471:1998 by the Swedish Standard Institute (Diffuse Reflectance
Method). The method Is originally intended for measuring the opacity for paper sheets,
but it also functions well for measuring the opacity of other types of sheet materials,
such as elastic laminates according to this invention. The opacity Is measured In an
unstretched condition of the elastic web material. The ptinciple of the test method Is to
measure the Single-Sheet Luminous Reflectance Factor, Ry, through a single sheet
against a standardized black backing and the Intrinsic Luminous Reflectance Factor,
R, against a completely opaque white backing. The opacity (%) is calculated from the
formuia 100+ R/ Re.

The following modifications of the test method were made:
i When measuring the Single-Sheet Luminous Reflectance Factor, Ry, a black
velvet fabric was used as backing.
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1)) When measuring the Intrinsic Luminous Reflectance Factor, Rs, the
measurement was made on one single sheet of the elastic laminate against
a white tile as backing.

iii) The CIE illuminant D65 (10°) was used Instead of the CIE illuminant C
(2°).

The measured opacity values are mean values from five measurements.

Puncture strength

Puncture strength Is measured according to ASTM Designation D3763-02. From
penetration Impact-type tests, this method produces data of load versus displacement.
The maximum load is calculated for each laminate.

Tensile strength (Reference: ASTM D 882)

The method measures tensile strength and elongation of difference elastic materials.
The tensile strength and elongation of a well-defined test piece is tested by meansof a
tenslie tester.

Apparatus: Instron 4301
¢ Tensile tester connected to a computer
» Crosshead speed: 500mm/min
¢ Clamp distance: 50mm

Sample preparation: Test samples are cut from the entire width of the material, The
width of the sample shall be 25.4mm and the length at least 50mm longer than the
clamp distance if possible. It is of importance that the edges of the sample are.even
and withaut break notches. The samples are conditioned for at least 4h in 50%RH *
5% RH and 23°C * 2°C before testing.

Procedure: The tensile tester Is calibrated according to the apparatus instructions and
set to zero. The sample Is mounted and It Is ensured that it Is not obliquely or
unevenly fastened. The material is prevented from slipping by using clamps coverad
with galloon or similar material. The tensile tester is started, and stopped after the
matertal has broken (If not automatically controlled). Measurements resulting from
premature failures (/.e. the sample breaks at the clamp, or is damaged during
preparation) are ignored If possible.
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The following results are expressed by the tenslle tester/computer:
- Maximum force, N/25.4mm
- Elongatlon at maximum force, %
- Break force, N/25.4mm
- Elongation at break force, %
- Knee point, N/%

Elasticity test

The method measures how an elastic materlal behaves at repeated load and unload
cycles, The sample Is stretched to a predetermined elongation and a cyclic movement
between 0 and said predetermined elongatio'n is performed. Desired load and unload
forces are recorded. The permanent, i.e. remaining, elongation of the relaxed material
Is measured.

A tensile tester, Lloyd LRX, able to perform cyclic movements and equipped with a
printer/plotter or software presentation is used. The sample is prepared by cutting it to
a width of 25 mm and a length that is preferably 20 mm longer than the distance
between the clamps in the tensile tester.

The tensile tester is calibrated according to the apparatus instructions. The parameters
needed for the test (load and unload forces) are adjusted to:

s Crosshead speed: 500 mm/min

» Clamp distance: 50 mm

s Preload: 0.05N .

The sample is placed in the clamps according to the marks and It is made sure that
the sample is centred and fastened perpendicularly in the clamps. The tensile tester s
started and three cycles between 0 and the predetermined elongation, equal to the
highest defined 1*load, are performed. Before the last cycle, the sample Is relaxed for
1 minute, then the permanent elongation is measured by stretching the sample until a
force of 0.1 N is detected and the elongatlon is read.

The permanent elongation after relaxation should be less than 10% and is measured
by the method above, Thus an elasticity of 30% is defined as that the laminate should
have a permanent relaxation after elongation of less than 10% after belng exerted to

an elongation of 30% in the tenslle tester above. An elongation of 30% means an:

elongation to a length that is 30% longer than the initial length of the sample.

14



10

15

20

25

30

35

WO 2006/093443 PCT/SE2005/000318

13

Kawabata tests

The Kawabata KES-FB test Is a Japanese quality judgment system for used for textile
materials and is disclosed in “The Standardization and Analysis of Hand Evaluation
(2nd Editlon), Sueo Kawabata, July 1980, The Hand Evaluation and Standardization
Committee, The Textile Machinery Society of Japan”. The test used in this Invention
uses two of the Kawabata testing machines, KES-FB2 for measuring Bending rigidity,
B (gf-cm?/cm), and KES-FB1 for measuring Shear stiffness, G (gf/cm-degree) and
Tensile straln, EMT (%).

Bending rigidity (B) KES-FB2

The slope was measured between 0.5 cm™ and 1.5 cm™ and -0,5 em™ and -1,5 em™.
The measurements were performed in both directions (MD and CD) with the following
settings:

Total sample area: 20 X 20 cm;

Maximum curvature: Kmax=£2,5 cm™;

Bending rate: 0.5 cm™/sec;

Sample effective dimension: 20 cm length and 1 em width;

Bending deformation is applied to the width direction.

Shear stiffness (G) KES-FB1

The slope was measured between 0.5 cm™ and 2.5 em™ and -0,5 cm™ and ~2,5 cm™,
The measurements were performed in both directions (MD and CD) with the following
settings:

Total sample area: 20 x 20 cm;

Tension of specimen: W= W=10gf/cm;

Maximum shear angle: @=#8°,

Sample effective dimenslon: 20 cm width and 5 cm length;

Shear deformation is applied to the width direction.

Tensile strain (EMT)

The measurements were performed In both directions (MD and CD) with the following
settings:

Total sample area: 20 x 20 cm;

Maximum load: Fm= 500 gf/cm;

Tensile speed: 0.2 mm/sec.

Sample effective dimension: 20 cm width and 2.5 cm length;
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Tensile deformation Is applied to the length direction.
Elongation sens 50 mm/10V.

Softness (S)
The Softness (S) according to Kawabata is obtained from the formula:

S=+EMT/B

Formability (F)
The Formability (F) according to Kawabata is obtalned from the formula:
F=B-EMT.

Drapability (D)
The Drapability (D) according to Kawabata Is obtained from the formula:
D=116+25" log(B:G/W), wherein W is the basis weight of the sample.

Examples

Opacity

The opacity of an elastic laminate sample was measured. The sample was an elastic
laminate according to the invention comprising an inner apertured three-layer elastic
film of PE-SEBS-PE, basls weight 36 g/m? and two outer la);ers of spunbond material,
PP (polypropylene), each having a basis welght of 22 g/m?. The laminate s produced
by a modified version of the method disclosed in WO 03/04788 and which is described
above, wherein one spunbond layer Is applied to the film in a tacky state and will thus
bond to the fllm layer, while the other spunbond layer is adhesively laminated to the
flim layer using for example a pressure sensitive hot melt adhesive (glue amount 3
g/m?). The laminate Is Incrementally stretched, at which the non-elastic spunbond
layers are stretched to a point below the elongation at maximum load to retain some
strength In the spunbond layers. The elasticity of the laminate after stretching is close
to the elasticity of the elastic film layer.

The above-mentioned basis weights of the layers refer to the finished laminate after
stretching. Before stretching the basis welght of the Indlvidual layers were: inner film
layer 40 g/m?, outer spunbond layers 25 g/m? each and glue layer 3 g/m? Since it is
difficult to measure the basis weights of the Individual layers after lamination and
stretching an approximation has been made from the basis weights of the layers
hefore lamination and stretching. The laminate before stretching had a total basis
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welght before stretching of 93 g/m? and after stretching It had a basis weight of 85
g/m?, which means a deformation of about 10%. It is then assumed that the
deformation of the individual fibrous layers and the film layer is the same, i.e. about
10%.

The Inner film layer contained 4.9% by welght filler in the form of TiO,. The open area
of the film layer was 13%.

The opacity of the laminate was about 68%.
An opacity value of at least 40% is acceptable in order to provide the desired cloth-like
appearance of the pant diaper disclosed above, which in considerable areas of the
chassis contalns the elastic laminate as the sole component. Preferably the opacity
should be at least 50%, mare preferably at least 60%.

It Is further desired, for example for cost reasons, to have a low basis welight of the
elastic laminate. The basis welght should be 100 g/m® or lower. The ratio
Opacity/Basis Weight is therefore also an aspect of this invention. Preferably this ratio
should be at least 0.4, more preferably at least 0.5 and most preferably at least 0.6,
wherein opacity is measuted in % and the basis weight is measured In g/m?.

Puncture resistance

The puncture resistance of three different samples (A, B and C) were measured
according to ASTM Designation D3763-02 and are shown in Table 1.

Tensile strength

The puncture resistance of three different samples (A, B and C) were measured
according to the method given above and are shown In Table 1.

Elasticity

The elasticity of three different samples (A, B and C) were measured according to the
method given above and are shown in Table 1.

Sample A is an elastic laminate according to W003/047488 with 15gsm PP spunbond
nonwoven on both sides of a 40gsm elastic film. The used spunbond nonwoven has
an elongation at maximum load of 60%, which Is less than the elasticity of the
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laminate, The low puncture resistance of this material means that it falls outside the
scope of the present invention.

Sample B is an elastic laminate with 25gsm PP/PE spunbond nonwoven on both sides
5  of a 36gsm elastic film.

Sample C is an elastic laminate with one layer of 25gsm PP/PE nonwoven and one
layer of 20gsm PP/PE nonwoven on opposite sides of a 36gsm elastic film,

Table 1
10
Sample A | Sample B | Sample C
Puncture force (N) 12.8 49.5 40.6
Basis weight {gsm) 78.66 87.96 82.71

Tensile strength and Elongation
MD (machine direction)

Tensile strength at Peak (MD), | 8.29 25.3 28.03
N/25mm

Elongation at break, % 269.82 311,94 691.47
Elongation at Peak / Deformatlion, % | 136 111.44 109.28

CD (cross direction)

Tensile strength at Peak (CD),|11.72 11.15 9.16
N/25mm

Elongation at break, % 792.87 768.19 160.15
Elongation at Peak / Deformation, % | 74.88 124,82 134.42

Determination of load & unload
forces and permanent elongation

Tensile strength at 80% elongation | 2.78 7.11 10.66
(1% cycle)

Permanent Elongation (3" cycle) 7.86 7.52 8.09
34 Retraction Forces

At 80%, N/25mm 1.14 1.44 1.42
At 60%, N/25mm 0.82 0.85 0.8

At 40%, N/25mm 0.54 0.53 0.48
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Kawabata tests

Four different samples were measured in a Kawabata test with respect to Bending
rigidity (B), Shear stiffness (G) and Tensile straln (EMT). From these measured values
the Softness (S), Formability (F) and Drapability (D) were calculated.

The four samples were:

Sample laminate (SL): an elastomeric laminate according to the invention comprising
an inner apertured three-layer elastomeric film of PE-SEBS-PE, basis welght 36 g/m?
and two outer layers of spunbond material, PP (polypropylene), each having a basls
weight of 22 g/m?. The laminate (s produced by a modified version of the method
disclosed in WO 03/04788 and which is described above, wherein one spunbond layer
is applied to the film in a tacky state and will thus bond to the film layer, while the
other spunbond layer is adhesively laminated to the film layer using for example a
pressure sensitive hot melt adhesive (glue amount 3 g/m*). The laminate Is
incrementally stretched, at which the nan-elastic spunbond layers are stretched to a
point below the elongation at maximum load to retain some strength in the spunbond

layers. The elasticity of the laminate after stretching is close to the elasticity of the
elastameric film layer,

The above-mentioned basis weights of the layers refer to the finished laminate after
stretching. Before stretching the basis welght of the Individual layers were: inner film
layer 40 g/m?, outer spunbond layers 25 g/m? each and glue layer 3 g/m2 Since It Is
difficult to measure the basis welghts of the individual layers after lamination and
stretching an approximation has been made from the basis welghts of the layers
before lamination and stretching. The laminate before stretching had a total basis
weight before stretching of 93 g/m? and after stretching it had a basis welght of 85
a/m?, which means a deformation of about 10%. It is then assumed that the

deformatlon of the Individuai fibrous layers and the film layer Is the same, t.e. about
10%.

Ref. 1: Cotton-knitted goods, so called jersey with elastomeric threads.
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Ref. 2: Quter coversheet of Tena Discreet incontinence pant (odour control, size
medium) produced by SCA Hyglene Products AB, The outer coversheet comprises two
layers of nonwoven with parallel elastic threads there between, which wrinkle the
material.

Ref. 3: Outer coversheet material of Poise normal super incontinence pant produced
by Kimberly-Clark. The outer coversheet comprises two layers of nonwoven with
parallel elastic threads there between which wrinkle the material.

A climate conditioning of the materials were performed at 209C and 65% RH for 48
hours. For the pant products, the absorbent core was removed and the outer
coversheet was stretched over a knitwear measuring device for 24 hours and was then
allowed to relax in the same climate during 24 houts,

The sizes of the samples were 10 x 10 cm.
All tests were made on three samples and in two material directions (machine

direction, MD, and cross direction, CD).

The following results were obtained.

Table 2
Sample | B, Bending rigidity G, Shear stiffness| EMT, Tensile strain (%)
(gf-cm¥/cm) (gf/cm-degree)
MD cD Mean |MD cb Mean | MD cb Mean
SL 0.095 |0.022 10.059 |1.46 1.38 1.42 |208.4]92.0 150.2

Ref, 1 |0.03 |0.03 [0.03 |0.,58 |[0.64 0.61 |160.6(173.2 [166.9

Ref.2 |1.05 |0.09 (0.57 |0.87 }0.68 0.77 23,9 |211.7 {117.8

Ref.3 |1.53 [0.04 ]0.78 [1.74 |1.21 1.47 126.28(195.3 |110.8

From these results the Softness (S), the Drapability (D) and the Formability (F)
according to Kawabata were caiculated according to the formulas stated above. These
results are stated in Table 3 below.

Table 3
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Sampie | Softhess (S) | Drapability (D) Formability (F) | Basis Weight (W)
[EMT/B | 116+25 log(B-G/W) | B-EMT g/m?
SL 50 40 9 88
Ref.1 {75 13 S 231
Ref. 2 |14 45 67 160
Ref.3 |12 51 87 133

The results should be interpreted in the following way':

Softness (S): a higher value indicates a softer material.
Drapability (D): a higher value indlcates a stiffer material.
Formability (F): a higher value indicates that the material is less formable.

The test laminate according to the invention has a Softness (8) and a Formability (F)
according to Kawabata which Is close to cotton-knitted goods (Ref. 1). Also the
Drapability (D) according to Kawabata Is closer to the cotton-knitted reference
material than the other two tested materials. Thus the use of the elastomeric laminate
provides a pant article having a cloth-like feeling close to a cotton material. The pant
will also have an excellent comfort and fit to the wearer's body. By using the
elastomeric laminate only in those parts of the pant in which the properties of the
material is best utilized, a very economic utilization of the material is accomplished.

It Is preferred that the laminate has a Softness (S) according to Kawabata of at least
20, more preferably at least 30 and most preferably at least 40. It is also preferred
that the laminate has a Formability (F) according to Kawabata of no more than 50,
preferably no more than 30, more preferably no more than 20 and most preferably no

more than 10. Itis also preferred that the laminate has a Drapability (D) according to
Kawabata of no more than 40.
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THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS:

1. Pant-type underwear article, comprising front, back, crotch and waist regions,
said article having a longitudinal and a transverse direction, at least part of the article
comprising an elastic laminate composed of first and second layers of fibrous material
and an elastic film layer located between said first and second fibrous layers, wherein
said elastic laminate has a puncture resistance of at least 15N, and whersin the pant type
underwear article does not contain an absorbent core,

2. The article as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that the elastic laminate has a
puncture resistance of at least 20N, more preferably at least 30N.

3. The article as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, characterized in that at
least the front region of the article comprises the elastic laminate.

4. The article as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
both the front and back regions of the article comprise the elastic laminate.

5. The article as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, characterized in that a
substantial part of the crotch region of the article is free from said slastic laminate.

6. The article as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
the waist region of the article is free from said elastic laminate.

7. The article as claimed in any one of claims 1-4, characterized in that the entire
article comprises the elastic laminate.

8. The article as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, characterized In that
said elastic film layer is breathable.

9. The article as claimed in claim 8, characterized in that said elastic laminate has a
Water Vapour Transmission Rate according to ASTM E96-00 Procedure D of at least
1500 g/m? 24h, preferably at least 3000 g/m? 24h.

10.  The article as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
sald elastic laminate has an elasticity In the transverse direction of the article of at least
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30%, preferably at least 50%, more preferably 70%, when measured according to the
elasticity test specified in the description,

11. The article as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, characterized in that at
least one of the layers of fibrous material has an elongation at maximum load greater
than the elasticity of the elastic laminate.

12, The article as claimed in any one of the praceding claims, characterized in that
both layers of fibrous material have an elongation at maximum load greater than the
elasticity of the elastic laminate.

13.  The article as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
the layers of fibrous material have an elongation at maximum load of at least 10%,
preferably at least 20%, greater than the elasticity of the elastic laminate.

14, The article as claimed in any one of the precading claims, characterized in that

the first and/or the second layers of fiorous material comprise a mixture of polypropylene
and polysthylene polymars,

18.  The article as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, characterized in that
said elastic laminate comprises first and second fibrous layers of spunbond material,
each having a basis weight of between 10 and 35 g/m?, preferably between 12 and 30
g/m?, more preferably between 15 and 25 g/m?, and a breathable elastic film layer having
a basis weight between 20 and 100 g/m? preferably between 20 and 60 g/m?, said
elastic laminate having a Water Vapour Transmission Rate according to ASTM E96-00
Procedure D of at least 1500 g/m? 24h, preferably at least 3000 g/m? 24h.

16. A pant type underwear article, comprising front, back, crotch and waist regions,
said article having a longitudinal direction and a transverse direction, at least part of the
article comprising an elastic laminate composed of first and second layers of fibrous
material and an elastic film layer located between said first and second fibrous layers,
whersin said elastic laminate has a puncture resistance of at least 15N, wherein at least
one of the layers of fibrous material has an elongation at maximum load greater than an

elasticity of the elastic laminate, and whersin the pant underwear article is reusable after
washing.

33
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17. A panttype underwear article substantially as hereinbefore descrjbed with
reference 1o the examples.

SCA HYGIENE PRODUCTS AB

WATERMARK PATENT & TRADE MARK ATTORNEYS

P29008AU00
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Claims

Pant-type underwear article (10), comprising front (12), back (14), crotch (16)
and waist (18) regions, said article (10) having a longitudinal (y) and a
transverse direction (x), at least part of the article (10) comprising an elastic
laminate (20) composed of first (22) and second (24) layers of fibrous material
and an elastic film layer (26) located between said first and second fibrous
layers (22; 24),

characterized inthat

said elastic laminate (20) has a puncture resistance of at least 15N_and
said first (22) and second layers (24)_of fibrous material contribute to the
puncture resistance of the laminate.

. The article as claimed in claim 1,

characterized in

q4

Deleted: , more preferably

that the elastic laminate (20) has a puncture resistance of at least 20N, _ LT '[at |east 30N

)

. The article as claimed in claim 1,

characterized in

. The article as claimed inglaim 1, =

. The article as claimed in glaim 1,

. The article as claimedinglgit, . 1

. The article as claimed inglaim1, T t

that the elastic laminate (20) has a_puncture resistance of at least 30N.

Lt Deleted: any of the
B T T T T preceding claims

characterized in
that at least the front region (12) of the article comprises the elastic laminate
(20).

_ - | Deleted: any of the
......................................... PSS preceding claims

characterized in
that both the front and back regions (12;14) of the article comprise the elastic
laminate (20).

Deleted: any of the
¥ ] - b preceding claims

]

characterized in

L {Deleted: a substantial part J

elastic laminate.

Deleted: any of the
preceding claims
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10.

11.

12.

13.

characterized in
that the waist region (18) of the article is free from said elastic laminate.

characterized in
that the entire article (10) comprises the elastic laminate (20).

The article as claimed in glaim 1,
characterized in
that said elastic film layer (26) is breathable.

The article as claimed in claim 9,
characterized in

that said elastic laminate (20) has a Water Vapour Transmission Rate
according to ASTM E96-00 Procedure D of at least 1500 g/(m? 24h),

- [ Deleted: any of claims 1-4 J

_ - 1| Deleted: any of the
preceding claims
. { Deleted: 8 )

_ - | Deleted: , preferably at
least 3000 g/m? 24h

Deleted: any of the ]

The article as claimed inglaim 1, ~~ _  __ _____ __________. e 7 '[ preceding claims

characterized in
that said elastic laminate (20) has an elasticity in the transverse direction of

the article of at least 30%, when_measured with_an elasticity test method

utilizing _three tensile cycles, stretching a sample between 0 _and 30%

elongation, thereafter relaxing the sample for 1 minute and measuring a

permanent_elongation after stretching the sample until a force of 0.1N is
recorded, the elasticity test is passed if the permanent elongation is less than
10% compared to the length of said sample before said three cycles.

The article as claimed in claim 1,
characterized in

that said elastic laminate (20)_has an_elasticity in the transverse direction of
the article of at least 50% when measured with an elasticity test method

utilizing_three tensile cycles, stretching a sample_between 0 and 50%

elongation, thereafter relaxing_the sample for 1 minute and measuring a

permanent _elongation_after stretching the sample until a force of 0.1N is

recorded, the elasticity test is passed if the permanent elongation is less than
10% compared to the length of said sample before said three cycles.

The article as claimed in_claim 1,

Deleted: , preferably at
least 50%, more preferably
70%, when measured
according to the elasticity
test specified in the
description

"
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characterized in

that said elastic laminate (20) has an elasticity in the transverse direction of
the article of at least 70% when measured with _an elasticity test method
utilizing three tensile { retching_a_sampl ween nd_70%
elongation, thereafter relaxing the sample for 1 minute and measuring a
permanent _elongation after stretching the sample until a force of 0.1N is
recorded, the elasticity test is passed if the permanent elongation is less than
10% compared to the length_of said sample before said three cycles.

93

. . . - Deleted: any of the
14.The article as claimed inglaim 1, .. _. " {precedmg claims

characterized in
that at least one of the layers of fibrous material (22, 24) has an elongation at
maximum load greater than the elasticity of the elastic laminate (20).

- {Deleted: any of the

15. The article as claimed in glaim 1, preceding claims

characterized in
that both layers of fibrous material (22, 24) have an elongation at maximum
load greater than the elasticity of the elastic laminate (20).

16.The article as claimed inglaim 1, . preceding claims

_ ,[ Deleted: any of the

characterized in
that the layers of fibrous material (22, 24) have an elongation at maximum

Deleted: , preferably at

load of at least 10%greater than the elasticity of the elastic laminate (20). _.-" [ jeast 20%

17.The article as claimed in claim 1,
characterized in

that the layers of fibrous material (22, 24) have an elongation at maximum

load of at least 20% greater than the elastici f the elastic laminate (2

b Deleted: any of the
preceding claims

18. The article as claimed in glaim 1,

characterized in
that the first and/or the second layers of fibrous material (22, 24) comprise a
mixture of polypropylene and polyethylene polymers.

. . : . _ - | Deleted: any of the
19.The article as claimed inglaim 1, ... " {preceding claims

characterized in
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21.

22.

2%

that said elastic laminate (20) comprises first and second fibrous layers (22,
24) of spunbond material, each having a basis weight of between 10 and 35
g/m%and a breathable elastic film layer (26) having a basis weight between 20 __ - - | Deleted:, preferably

-------------------------------------------------- between 12 and 30 g/m?,

and 100 g/m?, said elastic laminate (20) having a Water Vapour Transmission _ ?n°drg§r§/f§1r?b'y between 15

Rate according to ASTM E96-00 Procedure D of at least 1500 g/(m? 24h), ™~ {

20 and 60 g/m?,

i Deleted: , preferably at
least 3000 g/m? 24h

Deleted: preferably between }

The article as claimed in claim 1

characterized in

that said elastic laminate (20) comprises first and second fibrous layers (22,
24)_of spunbond material, each having a basis weight of between 12 and 30
a/m?and a breathable elastic film layer (26) having a basis weight between 20
and 100 g/m?, said elastic laminate (20) having a Water Vapour Transmission
Rate according to ASTM E96-00 Procedure D of at least 1500 g/(m? 24h).

The article as claimed in claim 1,

haracterized i
that said elastic laminate (20) comprises first and second fibrous layers (22,
24) of spunbond material, each having a basis weight of between 15 and 25
a/m?and a breathable elastic film layer (26) having a basis weight between 20

and 100 g/m?, said elastic laminate (20) having a Water Vapour Transmission
Rate according to ASTM E96-00 Procedure D of at least 1500 g/(m? 24h).

The article as claimed in claim 1,

characterized in

that said elastic laminate (20) comprises first and second fibrous layers (22,
24) of spunbond material, each having a basis weight of between 10 and 35
a/m’and a breathable elastic film layer (26) having a basis weight between 20
a 2, said elastic lami havi Water V r Transmissi
Rate according to ASTM E96-00 Procedure D of at least 1500 g/(m? 24h).
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application and received from the Patent Office of the Russian Federation on 01 December 2008.

With reference to the enclosed Official Decision of Grant along with the claims as accepted by the Examiner we
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The patent claims were allowed substantially as originally filed with the Russian Patent Office with the corrected
dependency of the dependent claims (see our letter of November 1, 2007).

Hence the specification and the drawings will be published as originally filed with the Russian Patent Office.

May we remind you that any divisional application should be filed before registration of a patent in the State
Patent Register. Such registration normally takes place within about two months upon payment of issuance fees.
Therefore if you wish to file a divisional application please let us know urgently, since no extension or
postponement of the registration date is possible.

The Examiner cited several relevant documents in the Decision of Grant under index (56). In case you wish us to
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TRANSLATION
DECISION ON GRANT
PATENT FOR INVENTION
(21) Application Ne 2007136282/14(039689). (22) Date of filing the application 02 March 2005

(24) Date from which industrial property rights may have effect 02 March 2005
(85) Date of commencement of the national phase 02 October 2007

PRIORITY IS FIXED ON DATE

3 (22) Date of filing the application 02 March 2005
O (23) Date of filing of additional materials of to the earlier application Ne .
O (62) DO priority date of the application Ne of from which the present application has been divided up
O filing date of the application Ne of from which the present application has been divided up
[1 (66) Filing date of the earlier application Ne
O (30) Data relating to priority under the Paris Convention
(31) Number assigned to (32) Date of filing priority (33) Country Claim
priority application application code

(86) PCT Application number and date SE2005/000318 of 02 March 2005.
(87) PCT Publication number and date W02006/093443 of 08 September 2006.

(72)  Inventor(s) MELANDER, Magnus, SE
(73) _ Assignee(s) SCA HYGIENE PRODUCTS AB SE-405 03 Goeteborg Sweden, SE

(54) Title UNDERWEAR ARTICLE COMPRISING AN ELASTIC LAMINATE

The Examination department basing on the results of substantive examination of the patent application conducted
in respect to

originally filed claims O claims amended by the applicant

has revealed their concordance to the requirements of patentability set forth by Articles 1349 and 1350 of the Civil

Code of the Russian Federation and decided to grant the Patent of the Russian Federation for the following
claims given on page 3:
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(21) 2007136282/14

(51) IPC
A61F 13/496 (2006.01)
AG1F 1315 (2006.01)

(57)

1. Pant-type underwear article (10), comprising front (12), back (14), crotch (16) and waist (18) regions,
said article (10) having a longitudinal (y) and a transverse direction (x), at least part of the article (10) comprising
an elastic laminate (20) composed of first (22) and second (24) layers of fibrous material and an elastic film layer
(26) located between said first and second fibrous fayers (22; 24), characterized in that said elastic laminate (20)
has a puncture resistance of at least 15N.

2. The article as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that the elastic laminate (20) has a puncture
resistance of at least 20N, more preferably at least 30N.

3. The article as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that at least the front region (12) of the article
comprises the elastic laminate (20).

4. The article as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that both the front and back regions (12; 14) of the
article comprise the elastic laminate (20).

5. The article as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that a substantial part of the crotch region (16) of
the article is free from said elastic laminate.

6. The article as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that the waist region (18) of the article is free from
said elastic laminate.

7. The article as claimed in any of claims 1-4, characterized in that the entire article (10) comprises the
elastic laminate (20).

8. The article as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that said elastic film layer (26) is breathable.

9. The article as claimed in claim 8, characterized in that said elastic laminate (20) has a Water Vapour
Transmission Rate according to ASTM E96-00 Procedure D of at least 1500 gim2 24h, preferably at least 3000
g/m2 24h.

10. The article as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that said elastic laminate (20) has elasticity in the
transverse direction of the article of at least 30%, preferably at least 50%, more preferably 70%, when measured
according to the elasticity test specified in the description.

11. The article as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that at least one of the layers of fibrous material
(22, 24) has an elongation at maximum load greater than the elasticity of the elastic laminate (20).

12. The article as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that both layers of fibrous material (22, 24) have
an elongation at maximum load greater than the elasticity of the elastic laminate (20).

SO
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13. The article as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that the fayers of fibrous material (22, 24) have
an elongation at maximum load of at least 10%, preferably at least 20% greater than the elasticity of the elastic
laminate (20).

14. The article as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that the first and/or the second layers of fibrous
material (22, 24) comprise a mixture of polypropylene and polyethylene polymers.

15. The article as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that said elastic laminate (20) comprises first and
second fibrous layers (22, 24) of spunbond material, each having a basis weight of between 10 and 35 g/im2,
preferably between 12 and 30 g/m2, more preferably between 15 and 25 g/m2 and a breathable elastic film layer
(26) having a basis weight between 20 and 100 g/m2, preferably between 20 and 60 g/m2, said elastic laminate
(20) having a Water Vapour Transmission Rate according to ASTM E96-00 Procedure D of at least 1500 g/im2
24h, preferably at least 3000 g/m2 24h.

(56) WO 01/459927 A1, 28.06.2001
SU 965339 A3, 07.10.1982

RU 2008774 C1, 15.03.199%4

RU 2221531 C2, 20.01.2003

- US 2003/022582 A, 30.01.2003

. US 5921973 A, 13.07.1999
WO 03/047488 A1, 12.06.2003
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(21) 2007136282/14

(51) MIIK
AGIF 13/496(2006.01)
AGIF 13/15(2006.01)

(7)

1. Uznenme (10) B Buzme npeaMeTa HIOKHETO OeNbsi THIIA TPYCOB, coAepKallee
TIepEAHIO0 (12),: sajuioo (14), nacroBmunyio (16) obmacté ¥ 06nacTe TanMU
(18), mpuuem yxazannoe usgenue (10) umeer npomonsHoe (y) U monepedHoe (X)
HampaBlleHHe, NMpU4eM, MO MeHblie# Mepe, dacts usmenus (10) comepxut
snacTHUHEN! namuHar (20), oGpasoBaHHEI u3 mepsoro (22) u Broporo (24)
CIIOEB BOJIOKHMCTOIO Mareprajia M CJIOS ONaCTUYHOH IUIeHKH (26),
PACIIONOKEHHON MeXIy YKa3aHHBIM [IEPBBIM M BTOPEIM BONOKHHUCTBIMH CIIOSMHU
(22; 24), omimyaromeecs TeM, 4YTO YyKa3aHHBIM JgamuHaT (20) uMeer
COIIPOTHBIICHHE HPOKOIY, 110 MeHbIIel Mepe, 15 H.

2. Mzpenue no 1.1, oTiMyaroumeecs TeM, 9TO 3NacTH4HbINA JamuHat (20) nMeer
COTPOTHUBIIEHUE IpPOKOIy, o MeHbIIeH Mepe, 20 H, Gonee mpeanodTHTeNnsHO,
o MeHsIe# Mepe, 30 H.

3. Mapenue mo m.l, oTimyaromeecs TeM, 4YTO, II0 MEHBIIEH Mepe, mepemHss
o6nacts (12) n3genus cofep KUt 3MacTU4HbIA TamMuHaT (20).

4, Mzpenue mo 1.1, oTiuuaiomeecs TeM, 4TO Kak IepedHssd, TaK M 3alHAA
obyactu (12; 14); U3JIeNUS COJIEPKAT ANacTU4HbIM namunat (20).

5. Uzgenue 1o 1.1, oTnuyaromeecs TeM, 4TO CyLIECTBEHHAs YacTh JaCTOBUYHOM
obmact (16) wu3genus gBASETCS CBOOODHOM OT YKa3aHHOIO AIIACTHYHOTO

JJaMHHara.
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6. Wsmenue no m.l, ornuyaromeecss TeM, yro obnacts Tanud (18) m3menms
CBOOOHA OT YKa3aHHOT'0 31aCTHYHOTO JJaMHHAaTa.
7. Uzmenue mo moOoMy U3 ITyHKTOB 1-4, oTinyaromieecs: TeM, YTO BCE H3JCIHE
(10) comgepxut 3nacTUHEIH nTaMuHaT (20).
8. Wznenue no 1.1, oTamualomeecs TeM, YTO YKA3aHHBINA CJIOW 3J1aCTHYHOM
mieHKH (26) ABIAETCS BO3LyXOIPOHUIIAEMEIM.
9. Uspenue mo 1.8, oTauyaromeecs TeM, YTO yYKa3aHHBIN 3JIaCTUYHBINA JIAMUHAT
(20) umeer Cxopocts IIpomyckanus Bopnguoro Ilapa B coorBeTcTBHH C
Mertomukoii D ASTM E96-00, mo wembmeit wmepe, 1500r/m* 241,
IpeNoYTHTENRHO, [0 MeHbIel Mepe, 3000 /M 244,
10. Usnenwue o 1.1, oTIMyaromeecs TeM, YTO yKa3aHHbIM 3/1aCTUYHEBIHA JIaMHUHAT
(20) mMeeT 3IAaCTHYHOCTH B NONIEPEYHOM HANPABICHHH H3IENHA, 0 MEHBIICH
mepe, 30%, mnpenamoutHTenbHO, 1O MeHbmeidt Mmepe, S50%, 6Goixee
npennoututeNsHo 70% npu M3MEpeHHH B COOTBETCTBHM C HCIBITAHMEM HAa
3JIaCTHYHOCTB, U3J10)KEHHOM B OIIMCaHHH.
11. Usnenue mo m.l, oTivdaromeecs Te€M, YTO, [0 MEHBIIEH Mepe, OJUH M3
CIIOEB BOJOKHHUCTOrO MaTepuaia (22, 24) uMeeT yUIMHEHHE TIPY MaKCUMaJIBHOM
Harpyske GoJbllie, YeM 3JIaCTHIHOCTB JMAaCTHYHOTo laMuHaTa (20).
12. Wspenue no 1.1, oTaudaromieecs TeM, YTO 00a CJIOS BOJIOKHHCTOI'O
MaTeprana (22, 24) HMEIOT yIUIMHEHHE ITpH MaKCHMAIbHOM Harpyske OoJblue,
YyeM 3JIaCTHYHOCTE AJIaCTHIHOTO JaMuHaTa (20).
13. Uspenue mo m.1, oTnuyaroiieecs TeM, YTO CIOM BOJOKHHCTOTO Marepuaia
(22, 24) nMeroT yANMHEHKHE NPH MaKCHUMAlbHOM Harpyske, II0 MEHBIIEH Mepe,
Ha 10%, mpemnodYTHTENsHO, IO MeHblueir Mepe, Ha 20% Oonblme, ueMm
BIIACTUYHOCTH AJTaCTUYHOro NaMuHara (20).
14. Mznenue mo 1.1, omivyaromieecs TeM, YTO MEPBBIA W/WIM BTOPOH CJioM
BOJIOKHHCTOTO  Matepuana (22, 24) comepXaT CMecb IONAMEPOB
IOJIMTIPONIJIEHA U TTOJIUATUNICHA.
15. V3penue no 1.1, oTnyaromeecs: TeM, YTO YKa3aHHBIA 3IaCTUYHBIN TaMUHAT

(20) comepXWT MEPBBIA U BTOPOM BOJOKHUCTHIA cion (22, 24) CHpsAIEHHOrO

YNy
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MaTepHana, MpuYeM KaKIblii HMMeeT OCHOBHYIO Maccy mexay 10 u 35 AT,
TIPEAIOYTHTENBHO MeXIy 12 1 30r/M°, Goree PeAIOYTHTENLHO MEXAY 15 1 25
r/M* ¥ BO3yXOIIPOHHIAEMEIH CION 3JaCTHYHOM MmIeHKH (26) UMEET OCHOBHYIO
maccy Mexay 20 u 100 r/mM’, mpeanouTHTeNsHO Mexay 20 u 60 r/M>, IpHdeM
yKkasaHHplf onmactuuHbii samuHaT (20) umeer Cxopocts IIpoxoxneHus
Bopsnoro Ilapa B coorserctBuu ¢ Metoaukoit D ASTM E96-00 no mensiuei

Mepe, 1500 r/M* 244, DpenoITHTENBHO, TT0 MeHbIIeR Mepe, 3000 r/M? 244,

(56) WO 01/459927 A1, 28.06.2001
SU 965339 A3, 07.10.1982

RU 2008774 C1, 15.03.1994
RU2221531C2, 20.01.2003
US2003/022582A, 30.01.2003

US 5921973 A, 13.07.1999

WO 03/047488A1, 12.06.2003
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