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1. This opinion contains indications relaiing 1o the foliowing fiems:

E Box No. [ Basis of the opicion

[ ] Box No. 11 priority

D Box No. [l Non-establishment of opinion witk regard to novelty, inventive siep and industrial applicability

D Box No. [V Lack of unity of invention

m Rox No. V Reasoned siatement under Rule 43615 1(231) with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability:

citations and explanations supporiing such siatement

D Rox No. VI Certain docurents cited

D Box No. VI Cerlain defects in the inlernational apphicaiion

D Box No. VHI Certain observaiions on the inlernatonal application

2. FURTHER ACTION

If & demand for international preliminary exanination is made, this opinion wili be considered to be a writien opinion of the
Ieternational Preliminary Examining Authority {"IPEA"} except that this does nol apply where the applicant chooses an Authority
other than this one o be the IPEA and the chosen [PEA has notified the {plemational Bureau under Rule 66.10is(b) that written
opinions ¢f this ntermational Searchicg Anthority will not be 5o considered.

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA. the applicant is invited to submit to the IPEA
a writien reply together, where appropriaie, with amendments. before the expiraiion of 3 months from the date of mailing of Form
PCT/ISA228 or before the expiration of 22 moaths from the prionty date, whichever expires later,

For further options, see Form PCT/ASA/Z20.
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International application No.

WRITTEN GPINION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT/US 2015/015073

Box Ne. 1 Basis of this opinion

1. With regard to the language, this opinion has beer established op the basis of:
E the international application in the language in which it was filed.
D a transiation of the international appiication into which is the langnage of a
iranslation furnished for the purposes of interpational search (Roles 12 3(a) and 23.1(b)).

2. D This opinion has been established taking o account the rectification of an abvious mistake authorized by or notified

to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43bis.1(a})
With regard (¢ any naclestide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the internatiennl application, this opiaien has been
established on the basis of 2 sequence listing liled or fumished:
a. forming part of the international application as fiied:
D it the form of an Annex {/51.25 text &ile.
D ou paper or in the torm of an image file.

b. D furnished together with the international appiication nnder PCT Rule | 3zer.1{a) for the purposes of international search

only i the form of an Ansex C/ST.25 text ffe.
c. D furnished subsequent to the international filing date for the purposes of intemational search only:
[[] i the torm of ca Annex C/ST.25 text file (Rule 13ser.1(ay.
D ot paper or in the form of an image file {Rule §3zer. 1(b) and Administrative {nstructions, Section 713).
4. D In addition, in the case tha: more than one version or copy of a sequence listing has been filed or fumished, the required

staternents that the information i the sabsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as filed or
does ot go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished.

5. Additional comments:

Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. I) (Janvary 2015)



frternational application No.
WRITTEN OPINION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT/US 2015/015073

Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 438i5.1(2)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability;
citations and explanations supporiing such stalement

1. Statement
Novelty (N} Claims 1-17 YES
Claims NO
Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-17 YES
Claims NO
Indusirial appticability (1A) Claims 1-17 YES
Claims NO

)

Ciiations and explacations:
D1: EP 1381496 B1

D1 is the closest analogue of the invention in independent claim 1.

D1 ([0030]-[0039]) discloses a hair trimming apparatus for trimming the distal ends of hair drawn
therethrough, which comprises: a body having a head portion and a handle portion extending from said head;
a recess positioned into a face surface of said head portion, said recess having an opening therein
communicating through said face surface with a cutting cavity within said head portion; a positioning
member having an open position with a gap between said face surface and said positioning member whereby
hair strands are positionable between said positioning member and said face surface; said positioning
member having an as-used position with a central portion thereof depending within said recess; said
positioning member in said as-used position, forming a serpentine pathway for said hair strands, said
serpentine pathway placing said hair strands in a sandwiched positioning between said face and said
positioning member and a hair cutting component.

The apparatus of the invention in independent claim 1 differs from D1 in that it also comprises a
paddle positioned in said cutting cavity in-between two opposing edges of said opening, said paddle having
at least one pliable distal edge; a hair cutting component is located adjacent at least one of said two opposing
edges of said opening; wherein distal ends of said hair strands drawn through said serpentine pathway and
momentarily projecting into said cutting cavity through said opening, are pushed into said cutting component
by said pliable distal edge of said paddle rotating in a direction toward said cutting component, thereby
causing a severing said distal ends from said hair strands.

Therefore, the inventions in independent claim land dependent claims 2-17 meet the criterion of
novelty.

The features of independent claim 1 relative to the structure of the hair trimming apparatus are not
known from the prior art; these features are not obvious for a person skilled in the art. They allow achieving
the technical result —raising efficiency of use the hair cutting apparatus in two directions.

Therefore, the inventions in independent claim 1 and dependent claims 2-17 meet the criterion of
inventive step.

The inventions in claims 1-17 meet the criterion of industrial applicability.
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