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CLAIMS

1.

An absorbent article (1) having a wearer-facing side (9) and a garment-facing side
(10), the absorbent article extending a longitudinal direction (L) and a transverse
direction (T) and having a front end portion (2), a rear end portion (3) and a crotch
portion (4) located intermediate the end portions (2,3), wherein the absorbent
article (1) comprises a topsheet (11) arranged on the wearer-facing side (9), a
backsheet (12) arranged on the garment-facing side (10), an absorbent core (13)
enclosed between the topsheet (11) and the backsheet (12), and a pair of standing
gathers (14,15), which are arranged on the wearer-facing-side (9) and extend

substantially in the longitudinal direction (L), the topsheet (11) comprising a sheet

material comprising a nonwoven material comprising polypropylene-containing

fibers and each of the standing gathers (14,15) comprising a sheet material

comprising a nonwoven material comprising polypropylene-containing fibers

characterized in that

the topsheet cemprises-a-sheet material having-has a stiffness (D) from 2.3
to 20 mm/N and each standing gather (14,15) comprises-a-sheet material having
has a stiffness (D) from 2.0 to 20 mm/N, wherein stiffness is measured according
to the softness test method as described in the specification,

the topsheet (11) sheet material has a softness (TS7) of 4.5 dB VA2 or less
and the standing gather sheet material (14,15) has a softness (TS7) of 5.0 dB VA2
rms or less, wherein softness is measured on a surface forming part of an outer-
facing surface of the absorbent article, of each sheet material and according to the
softness test method as described in the specification, and

the topsheet (11) sheet material has a smoothness (TS750) of 4 dB VA2 rms
or less and the standing gather (14,15) sheet material has a smoothness (TS750)
of 7.0 dB VA2 rms or less, wherein softness is measured on the surface forming
part of an outer-facing surface of the absorbent article, of each sheet material and
according to the softness test method as described in the specification_and

wherein the polypropylene-containing fibers of the topsheet sheet material and the

polypropylene-containing fibers of each of the standing gathers sheet material

contain a slip agent and wherein the nonwoven material of the topsheet sheet

material and the nonwoven material of each of the standing gather sheet material

comprise a side, wherein the polypropylene-containing fibers of each of the

nonwoven materials are bound together by an alternating bonding pattern of

individualized bonded areas which areas are in the form of rods which are
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arranged in the cross direction of the web, the alternating pattern of the

individualized bonded areas defining a non-bonded area, the surface of the

bonded surface area being from 5 to 30 % of the total surface area of the side and

the surface of the non-bonded area being in the range of 70 to 95 % of the total

surface of the side of each of the nonwoven materials.

. The absorbent article according to claim 1, wherein the sheet materials of the

topsheet (11) and of each standing gather (14,15) at least form parts of the
topsheet (11) and the standing gathers (14,15) that overlap with the crotch portion
(4) of the absorbent article (1).

. The absorbent article according to claim 2, wherein the parts of the sheet material

of the topsheet (11) and of each standing gather (14,15) are arranged next to or in
overlap with each other, at least when the absorbent article (1) is worn by a

wearer.

. The absorbent article according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the

backsheet (12) comprises a sheet material that has a stiffness (D) from 2.0 to 20
mm/N as measured according to the softness test method as described in the
specification, and wherein the backsheet (12) sheet material has a softness (TS7)
of 16 or less as measured on a surface of the backsheet (12) sheet material and

according to the softness test method as described in the specification.

. The absorbent article according to claim 4, wherein the sum of the stiffness of the

backsheet (12) sheet material and the stiffness of the standing gather (14,15)

sheet material of is 4.5 mm/N or more.

. The absorbent article according to any one of claims 4 or 5, wherein the difference

between the stiffness of the sheet material of the backsheet (12) and the stiffness

of the standing gather sheet material (14,15) is 0.8 mm/N or less.

. The absorbent article according to any one of claims 4 to 6, wherein the sheet

materials of the backsheet (12) and of each standing gather (14,15) at least form
parts of the backsheet (12) and the standing gathers (14,15) that overlap with the
crotch portion (4) of the absorbent article (1)
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8. The absorbent article according to claim 7, wherein the parts of the sheet material
of the backsheet (12) and of each standing gather (14,15) are arranged next to or

in overlap with each other.

9. The absorbent article according to any one of claims 5-8, wherein the backsheet

(12) sheet material comprises a nonwoven material of fibres.

10

15 material-comprisespolyolefin-containingfibres,preferably-peolypropylene

containing-fibres—_the propylene preferably-beingis present in an amount of 50 %

by weight or more.

1211. The absorbent article according to any-ene-ef-claims 9-te-41_or any one of
2 claims 9 - 10, wherein the fibres contains a slip agent, such as an erucamide, a
wax (polyolefin wax) and a lubricant; preferably-in an amount of from 0.1 to 5 % by
weight.

25

14-12. The absorbent article according to any one of claims 1, or 9 to 4311,

30 wherein the nonwoven material comprises a layer of spunbond material and/or a

layer of meltblown material.

15.13. The absorbent article according to claim 4412, wherein the nonwoven
comprises two outer layers of a spunbond material and an intermediate layer

35 between the outer layers that is of a meltblown material.
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16-14. The absorbent article according to claim 4513, wherein the polyolefin fibres

comprises polyethylene, preferably in an amount of 5 to 40 % by weight.

F£A15. The absorbent article according to any one of claims 9 or 4614, wherein
the polyolefin fibres are bicomponent fibres, preferably with a core of

polypropylene and an outer shell of polyethylene.
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