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Box No. i Basis of this opinion

b, With regard 1o the language, this opinion has been established ou the basis of

the international application in the language in which it was filed.

E a trauslation of the intemational application into which is the language of a
translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a)y and 23.1(b)).

2. Ej This opinion has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized by or notified
to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43bis. 1{b))

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, this opimon has besn
established on the basis of a sequence listing;

a. E formying part of the international application as filed:
D in the form of an Annex (/5T.25 text file.
D on paper or in the form of an image file.
b. E furnished together with the infernational application under PCT Rule 137er 1(a) for the purposes of international search
only in the form of an Annex C/5T.25 text file.
C. E furmshed subsequent to the international filing date for the purposes of internatioual search only:

in the form of an Annex C/ST.25 text file (Rule 137er. 1(a)).

L]

D on paper or in the form of an image file (Rule 137er. 1(b) and Administrative Instructions. Section 713).

4, E In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing has been filed or furnished, the required
statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copics is identical to that forming part of the application as
filed or does not go beyoud the applicaton as filed, as appropriate, were farnished.

5. Additional comments:

Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. 1) (revised January 2019)
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.1(a)(d) with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability;
citations and explanations supporting such statement

1. Statement

Novelty (N} Clazms  1-19 YES
Claims NG

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-19 YES
Claims NG

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-19 YES
Claims NO

S

Citations and explanations:
2.1. Reference is made to the following documents:
D1: FR2922294 (A1) (MUSSOT) — 2009-04-17

Reference to D1 is based upon a machine translation produced by Espacenet (to be found at the

06828 (A1) (FRENAL et al.) — 2012-01-12

2.2. Allowable subject matter
Notwithstanding and subjected to the observations remarked at Box VIII it is determined
that the subject-matter of Claims 1-19 seems to meet the requirements of Article 33(2) and

33(3) PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step.

- Referring to Claim 1:
Document D1 is considered as the closest prior art and discloses
An adapter (removable junction part 12) for a canister filling system comprising:
a body comprising:
an opening that is shaped to enable insertion of a valve (plug 1) of a gas canister (container
2) for holding a pressurized or liquefied gas, into an interior space (intermediate chamber
11) of the body, leaving a sealed gap between at least a portion of a lateral aspect of the
valve and an internal surface of the body facing the interior space (see Fig.2: intermediate
chamber 11 is sealed by seal 10); and
at least one channel (conduit 14) that is configured to conduct pressurized or liquefied gas
from a canister filling system into the sealed gap in the interior space, so as to reach one or
more exterior ports of the valve of the gas canister, when the valve is inserted in the interior

space, to facilitate filling of the gas canister with the pressurized or liquified gas through

Form PCTASA/Z37 (Box No. V) (revised lanuary 2019)
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said one or more exterior ports of the gas canister (see translation pdf: P.3 L.16-19).

However, neither D1 nor other document cited in the search report describes or suggest
alone or in combination an adapter which is configured to adapt to a gas canister valve
having two oppositely oriented lateral exterior ports that open laterally to a longitudinally
axis of a body of the gas canister.

It is maintained that said differentiating feature is involving an inventive step, as it enables
fluidic connection of pressurized gas between a standard filling head of a gas canister
filling line to a valve which is particularly designed to minimized (close to zero) the net
thrust generated, that would tend to separate the canister valve from a connector of the
carbonating machine, by release of gas via a pair of oppositely oriented exterior ports.
Therefore, notwithstanding and subjected to the observations remarked at Box VIII, the

subject matter of this claim is considered to be new and inventive.

- Referring to Claim 12:
The same reasoning mentioned above regarding the apparatus claim 1 applies mutatis
mutandis to the subject-matter of the corresponding method claim 12 which therefore is

also considered to be new and inventive.

- Referring to Claims 2-11 and 13-19:
These claims all depend directly or indirectly from claim 1 or 12, therefore they are also

considered to be new and inventive.

2.3. The subject-matter of claims 1-19 is considered to be industrially applicable under Article
33(4) PCT.
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Box No. VI Certain observations on the international application

The following observations on the clarity of the claums, description, and drawings or on the guestion whether the claims are fully
supported by the description, are made:

The applictaion does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because claim 1 is not clear for the following reasons:

The definition: "at least one channel that is configured..., so as to reach one or more lateral exterior ports of the valve of the gas
canister...", defines the invention by the desired result and effect instead of providing the technical features necessary for achieving
the result. For purpose of establishing search opinion, the examiner interpreted the subject matter claimed according to the
description (see paragraphs 190, 200; Figs.14C, 15B, 17-18) as if it includes the following essential features:; two longitudinal
channels 162 deliver the pressurized gas inward within each radial channel 164 to oppositely oriented lateral exterior ports of the
canister valve.

since independent claim 1 does not contain these features , it does not meet the requirement following from Article 6 PCT taken in
combination with Rule 6.3(b) PCT that any independent claim must contain all the technical features essential to the definition of
the invention.

Furthermorem, it should be noted, that contrary to the definition in claim 1;"...one or more lateral exterior ports", it is clear from
the description that the gas canister valve must include at least two oppositely oriented exterior lateral ports in order to obtain its
objective, as defined in Par.77: "...release of gas aimed laterally and substantially equally spaced about the perimeter of the valve (e.

g., two potts on substantially opposite sides), to generate minimal (e.g., approximately zero) thrust in a direction away from the
connector" (see also: Par. 103-104).
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