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PCT/US2021/018198 (eymeiryear) 16 February 2021 (16-02-2021)

Applicant

SASOL CHEMICALS GMBH

1. The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report and the written opinion of the International Searching
Authority have been established and are transmitted herewith.

Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19:
The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46):

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally two months from the date of transmittal of the
international search report.

How?  Directly to the International Bureau preferably through ePCT, or on paper to:
The International Bureau of WIPO, 34 chemin des Colombettes, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland

For more detailed instructions, see the PCT Applicant's Guide, International Phase, paragraphs 9.004 - 9.011.

2. I:l The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under
Article 17(2)(a) to that effect and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority are transmitted herewith.

3. I:I With regard to any protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that:

|:| the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with any
request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices.

D no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made.

4. Reminders

The applicant may submit comments on an informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching Authority
to the International Bureau. These comments will be made available to the public after international publication. The
International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an international preliminary

examination report has been or is to be established.

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the
International Bureau. If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international
application, or of the priority claim, must reach the International Bureau before the completion of the technical preparations for
international publication (Rules 90bis.1 and 90bis.3).

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international preliminary
examination must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority
date (in some Offices even later); otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from the priority date, perform the
prescribed acts for entry into the national phase before those designated Offices. In respect of other designated Offices, the
time limit of 30 months (or later) will apply even if no demand is filed within 19 months. For details about the applicable time
limits, Office by Office, see www.wipo.int/pct/enftexts/time_limits.html and the PCT Applicant's Guide, National Chapters.

Within 22 months from the priority date, the applicant may request that a supplementary international search be carried
out by a different International Searching Authority that offers this service (Rule 45bis.1). The procedure for requesting
supplementary international search is described in the PCT Applicant's Guide, International Phase, paragraphs 8.006-8.032.

Name and mailing address of the International Searching Authority Authorized officer
European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 BENITEZ SIERRA, Olga Maria
NL-2280 HV Rijswijk )
) ,0)) Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040 Tel: +49 (0)89 2399-5715

Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016




PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

PCT

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44)

Applicant's or agent's file referenc
o . ee © FOR FURTHER see Form PCT/ISA/220
Sasol US-1330-PCT ACTION as well as, where applicable, item 5 below.
International application No. International filing date {day/month/year) (Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year)
PCT/US2021/018198 16 February 2021 (16-02-2021) 19 February 2020 (19-02-2020)
Applicant

SASOL CHEMICALS GMBH

This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau.

4

This international search report consists of a total of sheets.

Itis also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report.

1. Basis of the report
a. Withregard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of:

the international application in the language in which it was filed

E] atranslation of the international application into , which is the language
of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b))

b. |:| This international search report has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake
authorized by or notified to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43.6bis(a)).

c. D With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I.
2. D Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box No. II)
3, [] unity of invention is lacking (see Box No Ill)

4. With regard to the title,
the text is approved as submitted by the applicant
D the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows:

5. With regard to the abstract,
the text is approved as submitted by the applicant

I:l the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2, by this Authority as it appears in Box No. V. The applicant
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority

6. With regard to the drawings,
a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No.
[[] assuggested by the applicant
|:| as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure
D as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention
b. none of the figures is to be published with the abstract
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

International application No

PCT/US2021/018198

A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

INV. AOIN25/30 AO1IN25/04
ADD.

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC

B. FIELDS SEARCHED

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)

AO1IN

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used)

EPO-Internal, CHEM ABS Data, WPI Data

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category™

Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages

Relevant to claim No.

X WO 2015/103192 Al (RHODIA OPERATIONS [FR];

GOYAL RAJESH [US] ET AL.)
9 July 2015 (2015-07-09)
Y abstract
paragraphs [0002],
[0031] - [0032],
paragraphs [0082],

[0006] ,
[0041],
[0086] ,

X WO 2015/091617 Al (BASF SE [DE])

25 June 2015 (2015-06-25)
abstract

page 13, Tines 13-32

[0029],
[0043]
[0090]

page 1, line 30 - page 3, line 25
page 7, line 35 - page 8, line 6

1-24

1-24

1-24

_/_..

Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C.

See patent family annex.

* Special categories of cited documents :

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not considered
to be of particular relevance

"E" earlier application or patent but published on or after the international
filing date

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other
special reason (as specified)

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other
means

"P" document published prior to the international filing date but later than
the priority date claimed

"T" later document published after the international filing date or priority
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand
the principle or theory underlying the invention

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive
step when the document is taken alone

"Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination
being obvious to a person skilled in the art

'&" document member of the same patent family

Date of the actual completion of the international search

31 May 2021

Date of mailing of the international search report

11/06/2021

Name and mailing address of the ISA/
European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040,
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016

Authorized officer

Hateley, Martin




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

International application No

PCT/US2021/018198

C(Continuation). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category™

Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages

Relevant to claim No.

Y

EP 0 968 649 Al (DU PONT [US])

5 January 2000 (2000-01-05)
paragraphs [0001], [0005] - [0008],
[0035]

claims 1, 3

WO 99/26472 Al (HENKEL CORP [US])

3 June 1999 (1999-06-03)

abstract

page 1, lines 5-8

page 2, line 4 - page 3, line 21

EP 1 875 803 A2 (OXITENO SA IND E COMERCIO
[BR]) 9 January 2008 (2008-01-09)
abstract

paragraphs [0001], [0018], [0024] -
[0026]; claim 1

1-24

1-24

1-24
1-24




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

Information on patent family members

International application No

PCT/US2021/018198
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication

cited in search report date member(s) date

WO 2015103192 Al 09-07-2015 AR 099001 Al 22-06-2016
AU 2014373875 Al 07-07-2016
CA 2935362 Al 09-07-2015
CN 106061248 A 26-10-2016
EP 3089584 Al 09-11-2016
JP 2017501199 A 12-01-2017
RU 2016131280 A 06-02-2018
US 2015181862 Al 02-07-2015
uy 35923 A 31-07-2015
WO 2015103192 Al 09-07-2015

WO 2015091617 Al 25-06-2015 AU 2014368815 Al 07-07-2016
BR 112016013580 A2 08-08-2017
CA 2933744 Al 25-06-2015
CN 106028808 A 12-10-2016
EP 3082414 Al 26-10-2016
JP 6522620 B2 29-05-2019
JP 2017501156 A 12~-01-2017
MX 370494 B 16-12-2019
UA 117690 C2 10-09-2018
US 2016309713 Al 27-10-2016
WO 2015091617 Al 25-06-2015

EP 0968649 Al 05-01-2000  NONE

WO 9926472 Al 03-06-1999 AU 1373999 A 15-06-1999
BR 9815109 A 10-10-2000
CA 2311382 Al 03-06-1999
EA 200000573 Al 30-10-2000
EP 1033911 Al 13-09-2000
JP 2001523690 A 27-11-2001
KR 20010032380 A 16-04-2001
PL 340691 Al 26-02-2001
SK 7802000 A3 07-11-2000
TR 200001487 T2 23-10-2000
WO 9926472 Al 03-06-1999

EP 1875803 A2 09-01-2008 AR 061700 Al 17-09-2008
BR PI0602819 A 19-02-2008
CN 101099463 A 09-01-2008
EP 1875803 A2 09-01-2008
JP 2008019260 A 31-01-2008
US 2008188534 Al 07-08-2008




EPO FORM P04A42

Information on Search Strategy - Pilot phase (see 0J 2015, Ag6) Application Number

The type of information contained in this sheet may change during the pilot for improving

the usefulness of this new service. PCT/USZOZ 1/0 18198

TITLE: CROP HUSBANDRY COMPOSITION AND USE THEREOF
APPLICANT: SASOL CHEMICALS GMBH

IPC CLASSIFICATION: AOIN25/30, AOIN25/04

EXAMINER: Hateley, Martin

CONSULTED DATABASES: CA, EPODOC, INET, NPL, REG, WPI

CLASSIFICATION SYMBOLS DEFINING EXTENT OF THE SEARCH:

IPC:

GPC:

FI/F-TERMS:

KEYWORDS OR OTHER ELEMENTS FEATURING THE INVENTION:

Crop husbandry, surfactant, tenside, alcohol, fatty alcohol, alcohol

alkoxylate, emulsion, field solution, cultivation, treatment, protection of
plants, crops, seeds, plant propagation material, aquatic environments, soil




PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

From the
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY

PCT
WRITTEN OPINION OF THE
see form PCTASAR20
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY
(PCT Rule 43bis.1)

Date of mailing

(day/month/ear) see form PCTASA210 (second sheet)
Applicént’s or agent's file reference FOR FU RTH?R ACTION
see form PCTASARR20 See paragraph 2 below
International application No. International filing aéte (day/monthjear) Priority date (day/monthiear)
PCTAUS2021018198 16.02.2021 19.02.2020

International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC

INV. AOTN2530 A0O1N25/04

Applicant
SASOL CHEMICALS GMBH

:.@) European Patent Office - . j ) ‘:
PCTISA210 Hateley, Martin : .0) ;

1. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items:
X Box No. | Basis of the opinion
[0 Box No. Il  Priority
L] Box No. Il Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability
0 Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention
B Box No.V  Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement

[] Box No. VI  Certain documents cited
& Box No. VIl Certain defects in the international application
I Box No. VIl Certain observations on the international application

2. FURTHER ACTION
If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notifed the
International Bureau under Rule 66.1bis(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority
will not be so considered.
If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months
from the date of mailing of Form PCTASA/2220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date,
whichever expires later.
For further options, see Form PCT/ASA/2220.

Name and mailing address of the ISA: Date of completion of Authorized Officer o

this opinion @;f,\*“\\" ""'w(

D-80298 Munich %,
Tel. +49 892399 - 0 Telephone No. +49 89 2399-0
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465




WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCTUS2021018198

Box No.| Basis of the opinion

1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of:
i the international application in the language in which it was filed.

0 atranslation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the
purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)).

2. 0 This opinion has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized
by or notified to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43bis.1(a))

3. OO With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, this
opinion has been established on the basis of a sequence listing:

a. O forming part of the international application as filed:
LI in the form of an Annex C/ST.25 text file.

LI on paper or in the form of an image file.

b. O furnished together with the international application under PCT Rule 13ter.1(a) for the purposes of
international search only in the form of an Annex C/ST.25 text file.

c. U furnished subsequent to the international filing date for the purposes of international search only:
[ in the form of an Annex C/ST.25 text file (Rule 13ter.1(a)).
O on paper or in the form of an image file (Rule 13ter.1(b) and Administrative Instructions, Section

713).

4. O In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing has been filed or furnished,
the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that
forming part of the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were
furnished.

5. Additional comments:



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCTUS2021/018198

Box No.V  Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement

1. Statement

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 6,7.9-23
No: Claims 1-5,8.24
Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims

No: Claims 1-24

Industrial applicability (1A) Yes: Claims 1-24
No: Claims

2. Citations and explanations

see separate sheet

Box No. VIl Certain defects in the international application

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted:

see separate sheet

Box No. VIll Certain observations on the international application

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the
claims are fully supported by the description, are made:

see separate sheet




WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/US2021/018198

Re ltem V

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement

Reference is made to the following documents (D1-D5) and to the International Search
Report wherein the most relevant passages thereof are cited; the numbering will be
adhered to during the rest of the procedure:

D1 WO 2015/103192 A1 (Rhodia Operations [FR]) 9 July 2015

D2 WO 2015/091617 A1 (Basf SE [DE]) 25 June 2015

D3 EP 0968 649 A1 (Du Pont [US]) 5 January 2000

D4 WO 99/26472 A1 (Henkel Corp [US]) 3 June 1999

D5 EP 1875 803 A2 (Oxiteno SA Ind e Comercio [BR]) 9 January 2008

The patent application relates to a crop husbandry composition comprising (i) an alcohol
or mixture of alcohols of the formula (l); and (ii) an alcohol alkoxylate or mixture of
alcohol alkoxylates of the formula (Il), wherein Ry and R, are independently a linear or
branched C3-C44 alkyl groups; z=2 - 3; x = 1- 150.

e~ OM Baw O w f0HMeD e~ B

& )

Furthermore the patent application also relates to a crop husbandry emulsion
comprising the crop husbandry composition and water; to a field solution comprising the
crop husbandry composition and 90 - 99.9 wt.% water; to a method for the cultivation,
treatment, and/or protection of plants, crops, seeds, plant propagation material, aquatic
environments, soil using either the crop husbandry emulsion or the field solution as well
as to the use of the crop husbandry composition for the cultivation, treatment, and/or
protection of plants, crops, seeds, plant propagation material, aquatic environments or
soil.

1. Novelty (Art. 33(2) PCT)

The patent application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the
subject-matter of at least claims 1-5, 8 and 24 is not considered to be novel in the sense

of Article 33(2) PCT.

Form PCT/ISA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 2005)



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/US2021/018198

1.1 Claims 1-14 of the patent application are directed towards an entity, that is a crop
husbandry composition, whereby the term ‘crop husbandry’ has been understood to be
the 'practice of combining agricultural crops or animal husbandry with the maintenance
and cultivation of trees on the same patch of land'. The novelty of a composition is
determined solely by its components, with the intended use of the composition only
constituting a limiting technical feature in terms of defining the composition to be in a
form suitable for the said use. Thus the composition of claims 1-14 is regarded as a
composition comprising the defined components which is in a form suitable for use in
crop husbandry (PCT Guidelines 5.21).

1.2 Document D1 discloses formulations for use in crop protection comprising a fatty
alcohol (R+ = linear or branched Cg-Co4 alkyl) falling within the scope of formula (1) of the
patent application. Although the formulation of D1 may also comprise a surfactant,
including a non-ionic surfactant such as an alcohol ethoxylate, there does not appear to
be an explicit disclosure of a fatty alcohol ethoxylate of formula (II) as defined in the
patent application.

1.3 Document D2 discloses formulations for use in crop protection comprising a fatty
alcohol falling within the scope of formula (I) of the patent application (Ry = C1,-Cy, fatty
alcohol, including the Cyg-linear saturated alcohol, arachidyl alcohol). Notably the
formulation may also comprise a fatty alcohol ethoxylate (R, = C4-Cyy alkyl, z=2-4, x =
1-15; preferred C14-Cy alkyl, z=2, x =1 - 8; most preferred C14-Cog alkyl,z=2, x =2 -
6), whereby the preferred and most preferred alcohol ethoxylate of D2 falls within the
scope of formula (Il) of the patent application (page 13, lines 29-32). Furthermore the
formulation comprises dicamba which possesses an aromatic ether moiety.
Consequently the subject-matter of at least claims 1-5, 8 and 24 is not considered to be
novel over D2 (Article 33(2) PCT).

1.4 Document D3 discloses formulations for use in crop protection comprising fatty
alcohol ethoxylates falling within the scope of formula (1) of the patent application (linear
or branched Cg-Co¢ alkyl; z = 2; x = 6 - 50). The formulations of D3 do not appear to

comprise a fatty alcohol as defined in formula (1) of the patent application.

1.5 Document D4 discloses further formulations for use in crop protection comprising a
fatty alcohol ethoxylate in which R is a Cg-Cos alkyl group. Although the ethoxylation
number is not explicitly disclosed, it would appear credible that it lies within the broad
range of 1-150 defined by x in formula (Il) of the patent application. The formulations of
D4 do not however appear to comprise a fatty alcohol as defined in formula (l) of the
patent application.

Form PCT/ISA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 2) (EPO-April 2005)



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/US2021/018198

1.6 Document D5 discloses formulations for use in crop protection comprising a
pesticide, a Cg-Cyg straight, branched saturated or unsaturated fatty alcohol and an
alcohol ethoxylate having a C4-Cs alkyl group. A formulation comprising an alcohol of
formula (I) and an alcohol alkoxylate of formula (ll) as defined in the patent application
does not appear to be mentioned in D5.

2. Inventive step (Art. 33(3) PCT)

The patent application does not meet the requirements of Article 33(3) PCT, since the
subject-matter of claims 1-24 is not considered to involve an inventive step within the
meaning of Article 33(3) PCT.

2.1 The subject-matter of at least claims 1-5, 8 and 24 is not novel and can therefore not
involve an inventive step in the meaning of Art. 33(3) PCT.

2.2 Document D2 may be regarded as the closest prior art to the subject-matter of the
patent application, as it discloses crop protection formulations comprising a fatty alcohol
and a fatty alcohol ethoxylate which both fall within the definition of formula (I) and (ll) of
the patent application (i.e. same technical field of crop protection, same aim of providing
enhanced efficacy of crop protection formulations, both main technical features in
common).

2.3 The difference between the subject-matter of D2 and that of the patent application
appears to lie in the amount of alcohol ethoxylate of formula (ll) comprised in the
composition (Patent application: 10 - 40 wt.% as defined in claim 6 vs. D2: no amount
defined).

2.4 No technical effect of this difference can be discerned from the patent application in
the absence of appropriate comparative experimental data to the closest prior art.

2.5 The objective technical problem to be solved may therefore be regarded as the
provision of an alternative composition suitable for use in crop husbandry and crop
protection.

2.6 The solution to this problem presented in the patent application is composition
comprising 10 - 40 wt.% of an alcohol ethoxylate of formula (Il) as defined in claim 6.

2.7 The skilled person is aware of the use of both fatty alcohols and fatty alcohol
alkoxylates falling within formula (I) and (Il) as adjuvants in crop protection formulations
(e.g. D1 and D3), as well as formulations comprising both thereof (D2). In the absence
of a surprising or unexpected effect, the choice of 10 - 40 wt.% of alcohol alkoxylate in
the composition of the patent application is considered to represent one of several
routine possibilities which the skilled person would select without the exercise of

Form PCT/ISA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 3) (EPO-April 2005)



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/US2021/018198

inventive skill, in order to solve the objective technical problem of merely providing an
alternative crop husbandry composition. In addition none of the dependent claims
appears to contain any additional technical features which, in combination with the
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements for the
acknowledgement of an inventive step. Accordingly no inventive step can be
acknowledged for the subject-matter of claims 1-14 of the patent application directed to
the crop husbandry composition. Consequently since the crop husbandry composition is
not considered to involve an inventive step, no inventive step can be acknowledged for
the subject-matter of claims 15-18 directed to the crop husbandry emulsion, or for the
subject-matter of claims 19-20 directed to the field solution, or for the subject-matter of
method claims 21-24, or for the subject-matter of use claim 24 (Art. 33(3) PCT).

3. Industrial applicability (Art. 33(4) PCT)

Industrial applicability is acknowledged for the subject-matter of claims 1-24.

Re Item VII
Certain defects in the international application

1. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art
disclosed in documents D1-D5 has not been mentioned in the description, nor have
these documents been identified therein.

Re Item VIil
Certain observations on the international application

1. The technical feature '..or any other active ingredients useful in crop husbandry' used
in claim 13 is not considered to be clear since useful is both a relative and subjective
term (Art. 6 PCT).

2. The term "..or the like' used in claims 21-22 and 24 is vague and unclear and leaves
the reader in doubt as to the meaning of the technical feature to which it refers, thereby
rendering the definition of the subject-matter of said claims unclear (Art. 6 PCT).

3. It appears that the 'comparative composition 1' of the example of the patent
application falls within the scope of claim 1 since firstly 'Alcohol A’ falls within the scope
of formulae (1) of claim 1 as it comprises a large portion of a C4g-fatty alcohol (Ry = C1s)
(ca. 35 wt.%) and secondly the alcohol ethoxylate of this comparative example also falls

Form PCT/ISA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 4) (EPO-April 2005)



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/US2021/018198

within the scope of formula (Il) of claim 1 as it also comprises a C4g fatty alcohol (Ry)

and has both z and x values in the range defined in claim 1 (z = 2 (ethoxylate); x = 21)
(Art. 6 PCT).

4. References to other documents in international applications may relate directly to the
disclosure of the invention. If the matter the documents refer to is essential to satisfy the
requirements of Art. 5 PCT, this matter should be explicitly described and incorporated
into the description since the patent specification must be self-contained with regard to
the essential features of the invention, that is it should be capable of being understood
without reference to any other documents. As a consequence, expressions including
".incorporated herein by reference.' (page 1, lines 6-7) should not have been used (PCT
Guidelines 4.26).

Form PCT/ISA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 5) (EPO-April 2005)



