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Box No. | Basis of the opinion

Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT/EP2022/083333

Box No.| Basis of the opinion

1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of:

X
(]

the international application in the language in which it was filed.

a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the
purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)).

This opinion has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized
by or notified to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43bis.1(a))

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, this
opinion has been established on the basis of a sequence listing:

a. O forming part of the international application as filed.

b. O furnished subsequent to the international filing date for the purposes of international
search (Rule 13ter.1(a)),

L1 accompanied by a statement to the effect that the sequence listing does not go beyond the
disclosure in the international application as filed.

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, this
opinion has been established to the extent that a meaningful opinion could be formed without a WIPO
Standard ST.26 compliant sequence listing.

5. Additional comments:

Box No. Il Priority

1.

The validity of the priority claim has not been considered because the International Searching Authority
does not have in its possession a copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed or, where
required, a translation of that earlier application. This opinion has nevertheless been established on the
assumption that the relevant date (Rules 43bis.1 and 64.1) is the claimed priority date.

This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim
has been found invalid (Rules 43bis.1 and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date.

3. Additional observations, if necessary:

Form PCT/SA/237 (July 2022)
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Box No.V  Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement

1. Statement

Novelty (N) Yes:
No:

Inventive step (1S) Yes:
No:

Industrial applicability (1A) Yes:
No:

2. Citations and explanations

see separate sheet
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Box No. VI Certain documents cited

1. Certain published documents (Rules 43bis.1 and 70.10)

and /or

see form 210
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1.1
D1

D2

D3

1.2

Re ltem V

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement

Reference is made to the following documents:
CN 105 037 342 B (UNIV HUAZHONG AGRICULTURAL) 9 October 2018
(2018-10-09)

WO 2021/204706 A1 (SYNGENTA CROP PROTECTION AG [CH]) 14
October 2021 (2021-10-14)

WO 2022/101270 A1 (SYNGENTA CROP PROTECTION AG [CH]) 19 May
2022 (2022-05-19)

D1 is regarded as being the prior art closest to the subject-matter of claims 1 to
16, and discloses herbicidal compound 8 of the following formula:

1.3

The subject-matter of claim 1 of the current application therefore differs from
this known compound 8 of D1 in that the group linking the pyrazole to the
pyrimidine is a methylene group and is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT).

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as the
provision of further herbicidal compounds. The test results on pp 49-50 of the
description show that a representative group of the claimed compounds solve
the underlying problem.

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 10of the present application is
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following
reasons:

Form PCT/ISA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 2005)
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In D1 the oxygen linkage is taught as being an essential feature of this class of
herbicidal compounds as also confirmed in D2, which also discloses herbicidal
compounds, structurally characterized by a pyrimidine ring linked to a phenyl (in
the place of a pyrazolyl) via an oxygen atom. Since the prior art would not
motivate the skilled person to modify an essential feature, claim 1 and
dependent claims 2 to 16 are considered to meet the requirements for inventive
step.

2 Re Item VI

Certain documents cited

D3 was published after the priority date of the current application and it is
therefore not taken into account for the purpose of the present opinion.
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