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Box No.| Basis of the report

1. With regard to the language, this report is based on
O the international application in the language in which it was filed

K atranslation of the international application into English, which is the language
of a translation furnished for the purposes of:

i international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b))
L publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a))
Ol international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a) and (b))

2. With regard to the elements”* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response fo an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report):

Description, Pages
1-24 filed on 17-02-2025

Claims, Numbers
1-10 filed on 26-05-2025

Drawings, Sheets
1/3-313 as originally filed

[l asequence listing - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing.

3. O The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of:

L1 the description, pages

O the claims, Nos.

O the drawings, sheetsfigs

Ll the sequence listing (specify):

4. [0 This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below
had not been made, since either they are considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, or they were
not accompanied by a letter indicating the basis for the amendments in the application as filed, as
indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rules 70.2(c) and (c-bis)):

L] the description, pages

L] the claims, Nos.

O the drawings, sheetsfigs

O the sequence listing (specify):

5. O This report has been established:

L] taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized by or notified to this Authority
under Rule 91 (Rules 66.1(d-bis) and 70.2(e)).

L1 without taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized by or notified to this
Authority under Rule 91(Rules 66.4bis and 70.2(e)).
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6. X With regard to top-up searches (Rules 66.1ter and 70.2(f)):

X A top-up search was carried out by this Authority on 03.06.2025 (all discovered documents are
listed in the Supplemental Box Relating to Top-up Search).

L] Additional relevant documents have been discovered during the top-up search.
L] No top-up search was carried out by this Authority because it would serve no useful purpose.

7. 0 Supplementary international search report(s) from Authority(ies) hashave been received and taken into
account in establishing this report (Rule 45bis.8(b) and (c)).

If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded".

Box No.V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement

1. Statement

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 4
No: Claims 1-3, 5-10
Inventive step (1S) Yes: Claims

No: Claims 1-10

Industrial applicability (1A) Yes: Claims 1-10

No: Claims

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7):

see separate sheet

Box No. VIl Certain defects in the international application

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted:

see separate sheet
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Re ltem V

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement

1 Reference is made to the following documents:

D1 US 2019/388957 A1 (FERRAIOLO FRANCESCO [IT]) 26 December
2019 (2019-12-26)

D2 WO 2005/038143 A1 (MACCAFERRI SPA OFF [IT]; FERRAIOLO
FRANCESCO [IT]) 28 April 2005 (2005-04-28)

D3 GR 2003 078 Y (L MOLIOTIS IKE [GR]) 10 November 2016
(2016-11-10)

2 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(2) PCT, because
the subject-matter of claims 1 and 9 is still not new.

D1 discloses

a high-strength protection grid for uses of the civil and geo-technical type
(§§$/0001], [0056]) which is produced with a plurality of metal wires 2, 3 which
are intercalated with metal ropes 5 (§[0018]), each single metal wire 2, 3 being
interlaced with another single metal wire in wire interlacing portions 7/7' (figs. 3
and 4), or being twisted in twists around a single rope in rope interlacing
portions 7' (in fact, the wires 2/3/2/3' are twisted around a single rope each; fig.
3%), where one wire is twisted in twists thereof with one rope, the interlacings
between the wires and the twists of the wires with the ropes defining the mesh
of the grid, wherein the interlacings 7/7' and the twists 7 are each unidirectional
and wherein the ropes have an external diameter which is greater than the
wires and greater than 8 mm (§[0057]: :"reinforcing elements 1 have

a diameter of between 4 and 10 mm")

and consequently all the features of present claim 1.

*the claim does not exclude that where wires 2/3/2'/3' are

twisted around the rope 5, they are also twisted around an

adjacent wire. In fact, the claim only requires that those

wires are twisted around a single rope 5, which obviously
is the case for the embodiment of fig. 3 in D1l. The claim
further defines as the second option that wires are

Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-January 2015)
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3.1

3.2

interlaced/twisted with another, single wire, which is also
the case for the wires in figure 3 not being interlaced
with the ropes 5.

With regard to the objections on independent claim 9, the applicant did neither
file amendments to overcome those, nor did he provide arguments to support
the patentability of this claim. Therefore, the objections previously raised are
retained. In the same manner, a machine (see fig. 1, 2, 5-9 and §§[0027]-
[0032], [0041]-[0047]) is disclosed comprising all the features of independent
claim 9.

Therefore, also independent claim 9, directed to the machine for producing the
protection net, lacks novelty.

In fact, the addition of the features in bolt does not exclude that beside the first
wire 2', a second wire 3' (=different wire) is also twisted around the rope.
Effectively, the feature amended in claim 1 requires that "at least" one wire is
twisted around the rope. This is common practice of interpretation of the said
feature "one wire". Even if the claim were restricted to a "single wire", which is
not the case", it is to be doubted that such amendment was originally disclosed,
as also the present application clearly teaches to twist several (different) wires
around one rope (even if they are not twisted around the rope at the same
position).

The applicant files arguments as to why the skilled person, when starting from
any of documents D2 and D3 would not be lead to the claimed subject-matter
(claim 1) in an obvious manner. However, those arguments are not convincing
as in fact, D2, as D3, disclose the same hexagonal or diamond shaped meshes
for the same purpose of rockfall protection and slope application (D2; p. 1, 3rd
par. and D3; "summary") and it is obvious to the skilled person to employ a
sufficiently strong rope (depending on expected load) to provide the necessary
reinforcement to the wire mesh net.

Therefore, D2 may also be regarded as being the prior art closest to the
subject-matter of claim 1, and discloses a high-strength protection net for civil
and geotechnical applications, having all the geometric features (see fig. 2, 3),
wherein no explicit mention of the diameters of the mesh wire 12 or rope/cable
14 is given. For the skilled person, it is consequently obvious (knowing of
course the common range of diameters of such diamond mesh wires for the
stated application), that the diameters have to be within the claimed range
defined in claim 1.

Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-January 2015)
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3.3

3.4

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4
4.5
4.6
4.7

The same observation, in the same manner, applies when starting from D3 (fig.
2,3, 4).

Consequently, claim 1 also lacks an inventive step over D2 and D3. The
applicant argued in the letter of 17-02-2025 that known machines are not able to
produce wire net ropes with wires of diameters > 8mm. This is however clearly
not the case, as D1 teaches such a prior art machine. Consequently, it would
also have been obvious to employ the machine of D1 to obtain a single twist
mesh as in D2 without employing inventive skill.

Dependent claims 2-8 and 10 do not contain any features which, in combination
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the
PCT in respect of novelty or inventive step, the reasons are as follows:

re claims 2, 3: D1; §[0057]: :"reinforcing elements 1 have a diameter of between
4 and 10 mm (end point of 10mm is novelty destroying).

re claim 4: D1; see §[00018]: "high-strength metal wire, and can be galvanised
or plastics-coated if appropriate”, obvious that the diameter of the coating falls
within the total diameter range given in §[0057].

re claim 5: D1; see §[0056]: 500 - 600 kg/mm? is far higher than 1000MPa
(=100kg/mm?2).

re claim 6: D1; see fig. 2, cable 5.

re claim 7: D1; see figs. 3/4.

re claim 8: D1; see fig. 4, §[0060].

re claim 10: D1; implicit from §[0057] and fig. 2.

With regard to the correction carried out on p. 4 of the amended description, this
correction seems to lack any basis or antecedent. It is therefore assumed that
this amendment extends beyond the content of the application as filed. The
Italian original seems to contain the same information, such that a request of
correction of the translation seems not to be possible, either.

Re Item VIl

Certain defects in the international application

6

Independent claims 1 and 9 are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule
6.3(b) PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate. Amended claims
should bear those features known in combination from the prior art D1 in the
preamble (Rule 6.3(b)(i) PCT) and the remaining features in the characterising
part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT).

Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 3) (EPO-January 2015)
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY

European Patent Office

D-80298 Munich

GERMANY Bologna, 17 February 2025
Our ref.: PE2562
Your ref.:

INTERNATIONAL patent application no. PCT/IB2024/052056 dated 04.03.2024
"High-strength metal grid for containment and protection and machine for the production
thereof"

in the name of: OFFICINE MACCAFERRI S.p.A.

(Priority No. IT 102023000004578 dated 10.03.2023)

Dear Sirs,

Amendments to the description and claims are herewith submitted to be taken into account for
the start of the International preliminary examination.

More specifically:
- in_the description: a clerical error has been corrected on page 4 where description of the

prior art was mistakenly referring to two half-revolutions both in the clockwise direction,
instead of being one in the clockwise and the other in the anti-clockwise direction;

- in the claims: claim 1 has been amended by clarifying that the metal wires are twisted
around the roped in twisting—pertions rope interlacing portions (22) where one wire is twisted
with twists thereof with one rope. The support for the amendment is found in the description
on page 9, lines 2-3 and is also confirmed by figure 1 that at each rope interlacing portion a
single wire makes its twists around the rope.

Prior art documents D1 and D3 disclose nets where two wires are twisted about a rope at each
rope interlacing portions. In other words, three elements — namely the rope and two wires -
are meeting at each rope interlacing portions. On the contrary, the present invention refers to
a net where only two elements — namely the rope and only one wire — meet at each rope
interlacing portions. Claim 1 is therefore new in respect of D1 and D3.

D2 discloses a net where only two elements, a rope and a metal wire, meet at each rope
interlacing portion. Nothing is said in D2 about the diameter of the rope. This kind of net is
made with standard machines which are not able, nor available to produce a net with ropes
which are greater than 8 mm, which is the difference between the prior art and the present
invention.

The problem to be solved is mentioned on page 8 of the description, that is, tensioning the
ropes in order to obtain a substantial linearity thereof which ensures better performance levels
of resistance of the grid. The skilled person would have recognized that D1 - although
mentioning roped up to 10 mm in diameter - does not provide a suitable solution because the
ropes in D1 run straight into the manufacturing machine due to the three-elements nodes of
the netting. Therefore, D1 does not provide a suitable indication to the skilled person on how
to solve the problem of straightening the ropes in a net made of two-elements nodes.

For the above reasons, it should be recognized that the invention claimed in claim 1 is

inventive.
PROVVISIONATO & Co S.r.l. i .
Piazza di Porta Mascarella 7 + 40126 Bologna - Italy P.IVA / VAT No. IT 04345640371 = opean and ltalian Patent
phone +39 051 6390251 « fax +39 051 6390252 C.F./N. Reg. Impr. 04345640371 . Attorneys
info@provvisionato.com » www.provvisionato.com Cap. Soc. Euro 15.600,00 iv. % EU Trade Mark and Design Atforneys
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1
HIGH-STRENGTH METAL GRID FOR CONTAINMENT AND PROTECTION AND

MACHINE FOR THE PRODUCTION THEREOF

Field of the invention

The present invention relates to the field of high-strength
civil works for the purpose of containment and protection,
for example, for constructing protection barriers against
rockfalls or avalanches, for bark-like coverings of rocky
walls in order to contain detachments of rocks, for three-
dimensional stabilization of earth, scarps, dams,
embankments, tunnels and road constructions, for constructing
containment walls for embankments, for protecting banks of
bodies of water, for constructing weirs and other debris-
protection barriers along rivers and streams and water works
in general, for constructing gabions and other products made
of metal grids, and any other use of the generally known

civil and geo-technical type.

The present invention has been developed with particular
regard for a metal protection and containment grid which is

reinforced with metal ropes.

Technological background

There are known a large number of types of metal grids for
containment and protection, such as, for example, grids with
loose mesh, electro-welded grids, grids with hexagonal mesh
with single, double or triple twists. Each type of grid
usually has a specific application 1in accordance with the
formation and the technical features of the metal components
thereof. Thus, for example, an electro-welded grid is usually
composed of a plurality of rectilinear bars with a large
diameter, for example, 12 mm, having a great mechanical
resistance to traction. The bars are arranged longitudinally

and transversely and are welded to each other at the points

AMENDED SHEET
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of intersection so as to form a woven arrangement with square
and/or rectangular mesh. These grids, although they are very
resistant, are very heavy and rigid so that they are not
suitable for «c¢ivil works 1in which there 1is required a
specific flexibility of the grid, for example, for coverings
on walls or other geo-technical works in which the grid has

to adapt to the formation of the ground.

Another example of a protection grid, which is often used in
civil works for protection from rockfalls, 1is the grid
constituted by a plurality of crosswise steel wires or ropes
which are arranged at an angle relative to each other and
preferably perpendicularly. An example of this type of grid
is illustrated and described in the European Patent No. WO
2008/132654 by the same Applicant. The ropes used in this
type of grid may have a diameter of from 10 to 12 mm and, at
the intersection points, are blocked on each other by means
of connection devices of wvarious types, the most common of
which comprise clamping studs or plates or a pair of steel
bars which wind with highly tightened coils around the
intersection points of the ropes. These grids have a dgreat
resistance to traction and, at the same time, sufficient
flexibility to absorb the energy of the bodies which hit them
and which are supported thereon, such as, for example,
stones, rocks or the like. One disadvantage of these grids is
that the time necessary for producing them 1s relatively
high. Furthermore, the dimensions of these grids are
generally modest to such an extent that they are used for
civil works with contained dimensions, for example, for so-
called snow-catching umbrella-like systems or rockfall

barriers.

As mentioned, each of the grids of the known type is

particularly suitable for being used in specific conditions;

AMENDED SHEET
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in some cases, however, the use of a correct type of grid may
in any case be inconvenient, not very advantageous and very
expensive. For example, a grid for protection from rockfalls
with characteristics of great resistance to traction, though
completely suitable for the purpose for which it is designed
and intended, may be complex to transport as a result of the
weight thereof, the dimensions and the difficulty of making
it compact and folding it. It may further be expensive as a
result of the material which constitutes it and the
production process and difficult to install as a result of

the rigidity thereof.

Another disadvantage of the high-strength grids of the known
type mentioned above 1s that, while ensuring adequate
resistance to impacts and the occurrences of thrust applied,
for example, by a rocky mass, they do not ensure complete
safety 1f the mesh thereof have such dimensions as not to
succeed 1in retaining fragments of rock or other fine
material. For this reason, 1t is also necessary to combine
with all the types of grid described above panels of metal
grids with a double twist with hexagonal mesh which have
dimensions 1less than the mesh of the main grids, they are
electro-welded or produced with intersecting ropes so as to
generate a type of filter which retains the finer debris.
However, this makes the installation of the containment
structure more complex and expensive, comprising both the
electro-welded grid or crossed-rope grid and the double-twist

grid.

In generally different sectors, for example, 1in order to
enclose gardens or courtyards, in order to confine animals or
to cover wall structures to be rendered, and other similar
applications where there is no need for a grid with high

resistance to impacts, there are known metal grids, the wires

AMENDED SHEET
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of which are interlaced in a very simple manner. In addition
to conventional enclosure grids, the single wires of which
are folded in a helical manner and interlaced with each
other, there are also known grids, the contiguous wires of
which are wound with each other from a location in the middle
of each mesh so that each interlacing is formed by a half-
revolution in a clockwise direction and by another half-
revolution in the anti-clockwise direction. Examples of such
grids are described in the patents US 1401557 and US 2053221.
Some embodiments provided for a third wire to be introduced
into these interlaced fabrications so as to run 1n a
rectilinear manner 1in the middle of each mesh of the grid.
These grids are not suitable for the civil uses in the geo-
technical field, such as applications for containing earth or
rocky slopes, or for protection from rockfalls, and cannot
ensure any reasonable resistance and reliability following
impacts, even modest impacts. In fact, by applying a traction
which may even have only a small value to the interlacing of
the wires of the grid, in a transverse direction with respect
to the main direction in which the interlaced wires extend,
the interlacing becomes loosened, and opens. In practice, the
resistance of the interlacing of these grids is given by the
resistance which the wire applies to the folding which is far
less than the breaking load of the wire if it, in order to
open the mesh of the grid, had to be torn, as in the high-
strength grids which are mentioned above and which will be

further discussed below.

Another type of high-strength metal grid for protection and
containment is described in US 6279858. It involves a grid
which is woven with wires which are resistant to corrosion
and which is mounted on the surface of the ground or fixed in
position in a state erected on a slope. The wires of this

metal grid are made from a steel having a nominal resistance

AMENDED SHEET
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between 1000 and 2200 MPa. The metal grid has rhomboidal mesh

which are formed by the single wires which are folded
helically and interlaced with each other. The main
disadvantage of this grid is the cost because it 1is
completely made with high-strength steel wires, at a cost
which is high per se. Furthermore, the simple interlacing of
the wires of the grid makes the grid wvulnerable to breakages,
even only of one of the wires, which may thereby become
completely released from the adjacent wires with the result
of a complete opening of the grid itself which irremediably

compromises the functionality and safety thereof.

Another type of high-strength containment and protection grid
is constituted by the structures comprising a combination of
metal wires and metal ropes. An example of such grids is the
structure commercially known as Steelgrid® HR which is
produced by the present Applicant, Officine Maccaferri S.p.A.
A number of wvariants of these grids are described in EP
1680552 and EP2475477 by the present Applicant. They involve
a grid structure which has metal wires which are interlaced
with a double twist in order to form hexagonal mesh which is
reinforced by means of longitudinal metal ropes which replace
a number of the metal wires in the weaving of the grid. The
metal ropes of the grids Steelgrid® HR have a maximum
diameter of 8 mm and an ultimate tensile strength of 1770 MPa
and are interlaced with the metal wires at nominal distances
of 300 mm, 500 mm and 1000 mm from each other, while the
nominal transverse pitch of the mesh which are formed by the
metal wires may be 80 mm. These grids can be produced by
means of the usual machines which are used for manufacturing

conventional double-twist metal grids.

These protection and containment grids which combine the

versatility of a double-twist grid with the additional

AMENDED SHEET
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resistance which is provided by the metal ropes are found to
be particularly effective and appreciated by the market.
However, these grids are not capable of complying with a
number of particular requirements as a result of intrinsic

limitations resulting from the constitution thereof.

A problem which 1is encountered in the production of these
known grids 1in which the metal wires are interlaced with
metal ropes 1is the fact that, in order to obtain a
substantial 1linearity of the ropes which ensures better
performance levels of resistance of the grid, it is necessary
to tension the ropes downstream of the beam, that is to say,
the cylinder which draws the woven grid, after the metal
wires have been interlaced with the metal ropes. However,
this tension which is applied to the ropes downstream of the
beam brings about a transverse narrowing of the grid which
brings about two main negative consequences. On the one hand,
the width of the grid is less than the nominal dimensions,
which involves a smaller transverse coverage of the grid with
respect to the design data, and a higher weight per unit of
surface-area, with resultant higher costs for transport and
difficulty of installation as a result of the necessity for
using a dgreater number of reels of grid to cover the same
surface-area. Among other things, the narrowing value of the
grid cannot be predicted with certainty and may vary from one
production batch to another, with the result that specific
grid supplies could be rejected by the client because they do

not comply with the design specifications.

Another negative consequence which is caused by the narrowing
of the grid downstream of the beam, after the wires and the
ropes have been woven, 1is the impossibility of correctly
inserting the transverse ropes 1in the grid in order to

increase the transverse resistance thereof. During

AMENDED SHEET



PCT/IB 2024/052 056 - 17.02.2025

PE2562
7

production, the transverse ropes 1in fact have to be
introduced into the grid immediately downstream of the
weaving, before the tensioning of the grid by the beam. In
this position, the grid has a nominal width corresponding to
the intended width, but the longitudinal ropes are not vyet
tensioned and have undulations. By inserting a transverse
rope in this condition of the grid, there would be provided a
section of rope with a length equal to the nominal length. As
a result of the narrowing of the grid downstream of the beam,
however, the length of transverse rope exceeds the width of
the grid which is subjected to the narrowing, with the result
that the transverse rope forms undulations in order to
compensate for the reduced width of the grid. These
transverse undulations deform the grid, which is therefore
coiled poorly and with difficulty for transport and which
provides reduced performance levels, at least in a transverse

direction, when it is put into operation.

Statement of invention

An object of the present invention 1is to overcome the
disadvantages mentioned above of the metal grids for
containment and protection of the known type, providing a
metal grid which is reinforced by metal ropes and which
substantially maintains the planarity and the nominal width
which is predetermined following the weaving, and wherein the
metal ropes are substantially rectilinear with minimal
undulations already during the production when the metal
wires are interlaced with each other and, at predetermined

intervals, with the metal ropes.

Another object of the invention is to provide a metal grid,
particularly of the type with double twists, which 1is
reinforced by metal ropes which develop in a relatively

rectilinear manner in the longitudinal direction with the
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possibility of adding thereto, during production, transverse
ropes which are, when the grid is complete, similarly
relatively rectilinear, 1in the transverse direction of the
grid, so that the grid, once manufactured, does not have
individual relevant undulations either in the longitudinal
direction or in the transverse direction, while being
sufficiently flexible to adapt to the formation of pieces of
ground, embankments, slopes, escarpments and generally

various formations in the geo-technical sector.

Another object of the invention is to provide a metal grid,
in particular of the type with double twists, which 1is
reinforced by metal ropes which can withstand high traction
forces and which at the same time is flexible, light and easy

to handle.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a metal
grid, 1in particular of the type with double twists, for
protection in the geo-technical field, which is economical
and rapid to manufacture, the manufacturing process of which
can be mechanized and automated without using particularly
complex or extremely expensive machinery with respect to the

machinery known for producing known protection grids.

In order to achieve the objects indicated above, the
invention relates to a metal protection grid according to
claim 1. The invention also relates to a machine which is

particularly suitable for manufacturing such a grid.

According to a first aspect, there is described a protection
grid for civil works which is produced with a plurality of
metal wires which are intercalated with metal ropes, the
metal wires of which are interlaced with each other in wire

interlacing portions, or are twisted around the ropes in
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interlacing portions which, for convenience of description,
are defined here as “rope interlacing portions” even if it is
the wire to be twisted with twists thereof with the rope,
while the rope remains extended as far as ©possible,
substantially rectilinear or with a slightly undulating
progression. The interlacings between the wires and the
twists of the wires with the ropes define the mesh of the
grid, wherein the interlacings and the twists are each
unidirectional, wherein the ropes have an external diameter
which 1s greater than the wires and greater than 8 mm.
Preferably, the ropes have an external diameter between 9 and
12 mm except for the usual dimensional tolerances of such
ropes. Even more preferably, the ropes have an external
diameter which is approximately of 10 mm except for the usual
dimensional tolerances of such ropes. The metal ropes may
have a protective external covering of plastics material
which contributes to forming the total external diameter of

the rope.

From experiments carried out by the Applicant, it has
surprisingly emerged that a rope having a diameter greater
than 8 mm, preferably between 9 and 12 mm, and even more
preferably approximately of 10 mm, leaves the interlacing and
weaving zone with the metal wires 1n a substantially
rectilinear state, already before the beam of a weaving
machine for metal grids. This confirms that a greater
diameter of the metal rope promotes the maintenance of the
linearity thereof and therefore of the nominal width of the
grid without it being subjected to a narrowing downstream of
the beam which is caused by the straightening of the ropes,
which is desirable in order to ensure high performance levels
of resistance of the grid. In fact, it has been wverified
that, the more the ropes are extended, that is to say,

rectilinear or virtually rectilinear, the greater 1is the
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resistance to impacts or containment of debris by the

protection grid.

According to a particular aspect, the protection grid may
comprise ropes with an ultimate tensile strength greater than
approximately 1000 MPa, preferably greater than 1500 MPa,
even more preferably greater than or equal to approximately
1700 MPa. The ropes may be of wvarious types and in some

embodiments may be helical ropes.

According to another aspect, there is described a
manufacturing machine for a protection grid of the type
indicated above. The machine comprises a series of pairs of
first guide devices, which are spaced apart from each other
and coaxial, and which are arranged in rows parallel with the
axis of a drum, and a series of pairs of second guide
devices, which are spaced apart from each other and coaxial,
and which are arranged at the other side of the plane of
symmetry which 1s tangent to the drum. Each pair of second
guide devices can Dbe arranged specularly opposite, with
respect to the plane of symmetry, one of the pairs of first
guide devices. The pairs of first and second devices are
simultaneously and alternately movable by half a step in
opposite directions parallel with the axis of the drum. In
the machine, the minimum distance between the guide devices
of the same type in a passage zone of a rope 1s greater than
8 mm, preferably greater than or equal to approximately 10
mm, even more preferably greater than or equal to

approximately 12 mm, for example, of 13 mm or more.
Brief description of the drawings

Additional features and advantages will be appreciated from

the following detailed description of a preferred embodiment
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with reference to the appended drawings which are given
purely by way of non-limiting example and in which:

- Figure 1 is a perspective view, partially in section, of
the portion of a machine for manufacturing a protection grid
incorporating features of the present invention, 1in which
portions of this grid can also be seen;

- Figure 2 is a longitudinally sectioned view of a portion of
the machine of Figure 1; and

Figure 3 1s a longitudinally sectioned view of a detail of

the machine of Figure 1.

Detailed description

In the following embodiments, there are described features
which allow the invention to be carried out. The features
described can be combined with each other in various manners
and are not necessarily limited to the precise embodiment to
which the drawings and the relevant description refer. 1In
other words, a person skilled in the art of the field who
reads the following description will know how to obtain the
information items which are advantageous for knowing the way
to carry out one or more of the features described by
combining it with one or more of the other features described
without the particular formulation of the description,
paragraphs, terms or drawings constituting a limitation on
the possibility of isolating one or more of the features
described and illustrated in order to combine them with one
or more of any of the other features described and
illustrated. In greater detail, in the present description
there should be understood to be expressly described any
combination of any two features which are expressly
described, even 1in the <case 1in which the features are
individually extracted from the specific context 1in which
they can be Dbeside or combined with other, different

features, taking into account the competences and knowledge
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of a person skilled in the art in the field, who understands
the possibility of functionally combining the features
without it being necessary to functionally apply the other,
different features. Unless otherwise specified, each and any
element, member, means, system, component, object which is
described and illustrated in the present description must be
understood to be individually described and autonomously able
to be modified and able to be separated from/combined with
any and each other element, member, means, system, component,
object which 1s described and illustrated. The materials,
forms and functions described and illustrated do not limit
the present invention but are only set out to allow a person
skilled in the art to understand and carry out the invention

according to preferred though non-exclusive embodiments.

Now with reference to Figure 1, there is illustrated as a
perspective, partially sectioned view a portion of a machine
10 for manufacturing a protection grid 12, in particular a
metal protection grid in the field of civil works, such as
barriers against rockfalls or avalanches, anti-debris weirs
for water courses, bark-like coverings and other works for

the protection of rocky escarpments or terrain, and the like.

In greater detail, the protection grid 12 comprises an
assembly of metal wires 14 which are interlaced with each
other in order to form a series of mesh 16. In the embodiment
illustrated in the Figures, the mesh 16 are of wvirtually
hexagonal shape. The dimensions of the hexagonal mesh are
generally known and standardized in the field of double-twist
metal grids and are not in any case a limitation of the
present invention which can be carried out with hexagonal
mesh of any type and kind, and with a generally known
proportion between width and height which in the field 1is

generally around values Dbetween approximately 0.70 and
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approximately 0.85, for example, - at least nominally -
approximately 0.75 (for mesh of 60 x 80 mm), approximately
0.80 (mesh of 80 x 100 mm) and approximately 0.83 (mesh of
100 mm x 120 mm) .

The metal wires 14 are generally arranged in the direction of
the length thereof in a preferential longitudinal direction
of the protection grid 12. The metal wires 14 are interlaced
in wire interlacing portions 18. These wire interlacing
portions 18 are defined by the sections of the respective
metal wires 14 which are twisted around each other more than
once, in a unidirectional twisting direction, that is to say,
in a single direction, clockwise or counter-clockwise, for
each wire interlacing portion 18. This type of interlacing
which 1s defined as being “double-twist” 1is particularly
resistant and stable and allows the production of protection

grids with secure and resistant mesh.

There are intercalated between the assembly of metal wires
14, at predetermined intervals, metal ropes 20 with a greater
resistance with respect to the metal wires 14. The metal
ropes 20 have a generally less undulating progression than
the metal wires 14 and particularly follow a direction which
is as rectilinear as possible or slightly undulating so as to
contribute predominantly to the resistance of the protection
grid 12 following an impact on the grid itself, for example,
by rocky material of a landslip. As can be seen in Figure 1,
where for the sake of simplicity there is only illustrated a
portion of the protection grid 12 with a metal rope 20, the
metal rope 20 1is preferably maintained as far as possible in
a rectilinear state with —respect to the preferential
longitudinal direction of the protection grid 12. In the
example of Figure 1, it can clearly be seen that the metal

wires 14 adjacent to the metal rope 20 are wound around the
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rope 20 in rope 1interlacing portions 22. These rope
interlacing portions 22 are defined by the sections of metal
wires 14 which are again twisted more than once around the
rope in a unidirectional twisting direction, that is to say,
in a single direction, clockwise or counter-clockwise, for
each rope interlacing portion 22. The metal wires 14 become
interlaced with the metal rope 20 which has transverse
undulations with respect to the preferential longitudinal
direction which are far less pronounced than those of the
metal wires 14 and in particular is virtually rectilinear or
with undulations as Jjust mentioned. Therefore, the metal
wires 14 form a so-called “half mesh” 24 which can take up,
in the protection grid in which the metal wires which are
interlaced with each other form Thexagonal mesh, the

characteristic form of a semi-hexagon.

The protection grid 12 which may be constituted by metal
wires 14 constructed, for example, from common steel, for
example, with a diameter of from 2 to 3 mm or greater, for
example, also up to from 4 to 5 mm, is flexible and readily
transportable. Naturally, the wires 14 can be completely or
partially replaced by thin metal ropes having, for example, a
diameter of approximately from 2 to 5 mm, which is far less

than the diameter of the greatest metal ropes 20.

The metal wires 14 and the greatest metal ropes 20 can be
covered by a protective covering, for example, a covering
made of plastics material which prevents or at least reduces

the corrosion of the wires and/or ropes.

According to a particularly advantageous feature, the metal
ropes 20 with a greater diameter have a total diameter,
including the potential protective covering, greater than 8

mm and preferably between 9 and 12 mm, even more preferably
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approximately of 10 mm, naturally except for the typical

dimensional tolerances in the field of manufacture of metal
ropes. The resistance characteristics of such a grid are
substantially greater than those of a grid of the known type
with ropes having a diameter less than or equal to 8 mm for
the same traction resistance per mm° of the ropes. A
protection grid constructed with metal ropes 20 having a
diameter greater than 8 mm, preferably between 92 and 12 mm,
and even more preferably of approximately 10 mm, is in any
case sufficiently flexible to be wound up and transported to
the installation site, but sufficiently rigid, once stretched
out, to construct protection structures having a relative
dimensional stability thereof. This is particularly
advantageous, for example, in bark-like coverings, in which
the protection grid is arranged on a rocky wall in order to

retain the rocky material which becomes detached therefrom.

Furthermore, it has been found by way of experiment that, by
using a metal rope with a diameter greater than 8 mm,
preferably between 9 and 12 mm, and even more preferably of
approximately 10 mm, it is far simpler to maintain the rope
20 stretched out during the production of the grid as a
result of the intrinsic rigidity of a metal rope with such an
external diameter both with a protective covering and
without. This is particularly advantageous for constructing
protection grids 12 Dbecause the more rectilinear are the
ropes 20 which are incorporated into the grid, the greater is
the total resistance of the grid against impacts because the
ropes 20 which are already substantially taut are urged
virtually immediately with traction, long before the metal
wires of the grid are urged. In other words, the impact force
applied to the protection grid 12 1is absorbed to a maximum
extent wvirtually immediately by the ropes 20 while the

residual force of the impact, which is reduced in intensity,
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can be distributed more evenly over the surface of the grid

which is formed by the interlaced metal wires.

Preferably, the metal ropes 20 have an ultimate tensile
strength greater than approximately 1000 MPa, preferably
greater than 1500 MPa, and even more preferably greater than
or equal to approximately 1700 MPa. There have been found to
be particularly effective ropes with an ultimate tensile
strength of approximately 1770 MPa, even if they can also be
successfully used for ropes with an ultimate tensile strength
up to 2200 MPa and beyond. Naturally, the use of metal ropes
20 with a diameter greater than 8 mm, greater than the
diameter of the ropes which are usually used in the similar
protection grids of the prior art, allows the use of steels
with a unitary ultimate tensile strength less than the known
strength, in any case 1t being possible to at least match if
not exceed the total resistance of the metal ropes used in

the grids of the prior art.

A rope which 1is found to be particularly effective for
constructing the grid of the present invention 1is a zinc-
plated helical rope which has a nominal diameter of 10 mm and
which is formed by a strand composed of 19 steel wires with
an ultimate tensile strength of 1770 MPa which brings about a
minimal ultimate tensile strength of the rope of 93.166 kN.
The rope 1s included in the specifications relating to the
standard EN12385-10. Naturally, ropes of different types can
also be used, for example, with a plurality of strands, with
a core, etc. In any case, a fundamental aspect which has been
identified by the Applicant is that the more resistant the
rope 1is, the less there occur undulations in the production
of the grid. Therefore, the use of a rope with a diameter
greater than the ones used in the known great structures

promotes planarity. In this context, the use of a helical

AMENDED SHEET



PCT/IB 2024/052 056 - 17.02.2025

PE2562

17
rope or a high-grade rope, that 1is to say, with a high

ultimate tensile strength, for example, as indicated above,
ensures an adequate benefit in terms of planarity even with

ropes having diameters slightly greater than 8 mm.

The protection grid 12 described above cannot be produced
with the currently available machines which are not capable
of receiving a rope having an external diameter greater than
8 mm. Therefore, an object of the present invention is also
to provide a particular machine for manufacturing a
protection grid 12 having the above-mentioned features. The
machine which is intended for producing a grid with the
above-described features 1is partially similar to a known
machine for packing conventional double-twist grids. In the
following description, although it relates to the entire
machine, the focus will therefore be more extensively on the
new and original elements which allow a grid to be produced

with reinforcement ropes having a diameter greater than 8 mm.

As can be seen in Figure 1, the machine 10 comprises a drum
or beam 32 which is mounted with means (not illustrated) in
the fixed housing of the machine so as to be able to rotate
in a manner synchronous with the speed of the wire
interlacing means 14 at a constant speed in the direction of
the arrow 34 about the axis T thereof. Radial projections or
pins 38 project outwardly from the curved face 36 of the
drum. These pins are ordered 1in rows which extend in a
direction parallel with the axis T and are arranged at
identical angular intervals. In each row, the pins 38 are
arranged with constant spacing and two successive rows are
staggered relative to each other by a half-pitch in an axial
direction. These pins are used to form the grid with

hexagonal mesh and to retain a portion of the grid which is

AMENDED SHEET



PCT/IB 2024/052 056 - 17.02.2025

PE2562
18

already formed in the direction of the discharge of the

machine.

The interlacing and/or interconnection means of the metal
wires and the ropes comprise a series of pairs of first guide
devices, which are spaced part from each other and coaxial
and which are arranged in parallel rows with respect to the
axis of the drum 32 at one side of the plane of symmetry
tangent to the c¢ylindrical periphery of the beam 32. The
pairs of guide members are arranged 1n radial planes with
respect to the beam and the pitch thereof is identical to the
pitch of the pins 38. The interlacing and/or interconnection
means of metal wires and ropes further comprise a series of
pairs of second guide devices which are spaced part from each
other and coaxial and which are arranged at the other side of
the plane of symmetry tangent to the drum 32. Each pair of
second guide devices 1s arranged specularly opposite, with
respect to the plane of symmetry, one of the pairs of first
guide devices. The pairs of first and second devices are
simultaneously movable in an alternating manner by half a
step 1in opposite directions parallel with the axis of the
drum 32. During use, the rotation about the axis thereof of
the guide devices generates the interlacing of the wires
while the movement in a manner parallel with the axis of the
drum 32 of the pairs of first and second guide devices in the
opposite direction generates the hexagonal mesh. The
interlacing means are naturally coordinated in terms of the
movements with the movement of the beam so as to carry out

the weaving of the grid overall.

In greater detail, under the drum 32 there are provided two
pairs of bars 40, 42 and 44, 46 which are parallel with the
axis T and which act as a support for rotatable semi-

cylindrical bodies 60, 62, 64 and 66; the function of the
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semi-cylindrical bodies is to twist with each other the wires

and the ropes in pairs in order to produce the grid 12.

The bars 40, 42 and 44, 46 have in cross-section a U-shaped
profile rotated through 90°. The bars are positioned in pairs
with the respective open edges of the U’'s facing each other
and located in a vertical plane of symmetry tangent to the
periphery of the drum 32; the bars 40 and 42 form an upper
palr and the bars 44 and 46 form a lower pair. Naturally, the
terms “upper” and “lower” indicate the position in which the
bars are arranged in the embodiment of the Figures. In fact,
however, 1t is not excluded that they may be arranged
differently, for example, with the wires and the ropes which
slide mainly in a horizontal direction and 1in a vertical
direction, as illustrated in Figure 2. More generally, an
“upper” bar 1is downstream 1in the working direction with
respect to a corresponding “lower” bar, independently of the

height at which it is located.

The pairs of bars 40, 42 and 44, 46 are supported by elements
50, 52, 54, 56 which form part of the fixed housing of the
machine 10. Furthermore, they can move in a direction
parallel with the direction of the axis T. The upper bars 40
and 42 are similar to the bars 44 and 46 of the lower pair of
bars. At the edges of each of the bars 40, 42, 44, 46, there
are formed semi-cylindrical seats with an axis perpendicular
to the axis T, 1in each of which there 1is received a
respective semi-cylindrical rotatable body ©0, 62, 064, 66.
The distance between each seat and the adjacent seat in the
same bar 1s substantially equal to the distance between the

pins 38.

The semi-cylindrical rotatable bodies 62 which are received

in the upper bar 42 are aligned with the semi-cylindrical
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rotatable bodies 66 of the lower bar 46 and each have a
respective through-hole 72, 76 having an axis parallel with
the axis of the corresponding semi-cylindrical rotatable
body. The through-holes 72, 76 are also aligned. The holes
72, 76 are passed through by wires 14 to be supplied to the

grid in a formation, as described in greater detail below.

In the region of the position in which it 1s desirable to
insert a rope 20 into the grid 12, there are provided upper
semi-cylindrical rotatable bodies 160, 162 and lower semi-
cylindrical rotatable bodies 164, lc6 which are of a
different type from the ones used for the passage of the
wires 14 and which are modified in order to allow the passage
of ropes with a great diameter as indicated above, that is to
say, dJgreater than 8 mm and preferably though 1in a non-
limiting manner up to 12 mm so as to be able to produce the

above-described grid, as will become clearer below.

There can be mounted under each semi-cylindrical body 60 and
160 which 1is carried by the upper bar 40 a c¢ylindrical
container 90 which contains a predetermined length of wire 14
which is wound helically. The wires 14 leave the containers
90 at the top, pass through the through-holes 70 and supply
the machine for forming the grid. During use, the cylindrical
containers 90 rotate about the adjacent wires 14 or about the

ropes 20.

The pairs of bars 40, 42 and 44, 46 are connected to movement
mechanisms which allow at the same time the two bars 42, 46
one above the other and the two bars 40, 44 one above the
other to move in translation in the same direction parallel
with the axis T of the drum 32 but with opposite
orientations, respectively. The movement mechanisms are

configured so that each semi-cylindrical body which is
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carried by the same bar can be moved in translation from a
position in which it faces a first semi-cylindrical body of
the bar facing towards it to a second position in which it
faces a second semi-cylindrical body which is adjacent to the

first semi-cylindrical body.

Furthermore, the semi-cylindrical —rotatable bodies are
connected by means of racks, such as the ones 100, 102
visible in Figure 1, to rotation mechanisms which rotate them
in pairs in order to interlace two adjacent wires 14 with
each other or to twist a wire 14 with a rope 20 and thereby
to generate a portion which is twisted in order to gradually

define the mesh of the protection grid 12.

As 1indicated above, the upper semi-cylindrical bodies 160,
162 and the lower rotatable semi-cylindrical bodies 164, 166
which are used in order to twist the wires 14 with the rope
20 are modified with respect to the ones used for the
interlacing of the metal wires 14 alone. As can be seen in
Figure 2, the lower rotatable semi-cylindrical bodies 166 in
which the rope 20 passes have a through-hole 176 with an
enlarged diameter, with a diameter greater than 8 mm,
preferably greater than or equal to 10 mm, even more
preferably greater than or equal to 12 mm, for example, of 13
mm or greater. This allows the passage of a rope 20 having an
external diameter greater than 8 mm and preferably up to 12
mm. Naturally, the semi-cylindrical bodies 66 in which the
wires 14 with a smaller diameter pass can also have holes
with an enlarged diameter which is preferably identical to
the diameter of the holes 166. In this manner, the machine 10
can Dbe wused to produce protection grids 12 having an

arrangement of ropes 20 as desired.
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The upper semi-cylindrical bodies 160, under which there are
mounted the cylindrical containers 90, are produced in such a
manner that between a c¢cylindrical container 90 and the
adjacent container there is available for the rope 20 a
passage space greater than 8 mm, preferably greater than or
equal to 10 mm and even more preferably greater than or equal
to 12 mm, for example, of 13 mm, or greater. In this manner,
during the rotational movement of the cylindrical containers
90 about the rope 20 during the twisting of a wire 14 around
the rope 20 in order to produce a wire interlacing portion
22, 1t ensures the passage without any interference of the
rope 20 between two adjacent cylindrical containers 90. The
upper semi-cylindrical body 162 has a flared opening 163, in
which the rope 20 is inserted with a slight inclination in
order to move the rope 20 towards the wire 14 while carrying
out the twisting thereof around the rope. The engagement of
the various semi-cylindrical bodies in the racks 100, 102 is
configured 1in such a manner that at least the semi-
cylindrical body 162 has a sufficient diameter to be able to
form a through-hole 172 with a diameter greater than 8 mm,
preferably greater than or equal to 10 mm and even more
preferably greater than or equal to 12 mm, for example, of 13
mm, or greater, in order to allow the passage of the rope 20

with an increased diameter, as set out above.

As can better be seen in Figure 3, the pairs of upper semi-
cylindrical bodies 60, 160 are spaced apart from each other
by an extent A which corresponds to the width of the mesh of
the grid 12. This extent is given and does not change with
respect to the double-twist grids, both single grids and
grids reinforced by ropes, of known type. In order to allow
the production of double-twist grids with ropes 20 with an
increased diameter, as indicated above, the through-hole 172

in the upper semi-cylindrical body 162 is formed with a
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diameter B greater than 8 mm up to 12 mm or slightly greater.
The through-hole 170 in the upper semi-cylindrical body 160
may have a diameter C less than 8 mm and this 1s because
there will always emerge from this hole only a single metal
wire 14 which 1is received helically in the c¢ylindrical
container 90 under the lower semi-cylindrical body itself. As
indicated above, the minimum distance D between two adjacent
semi-cylindrical containers, particularly though non-
exclusively where there 1s provision for the passage of a
rope 20, 1s configured so as not to be less than 8 mm and

preferably to be 12 mm or greater.

As a result of the above-described machine 10, it is possible
to reinforce the protection grid 12 with ropes having an
external diameter which is generally greater than 8 mm, both
with and without a plastics protective covering, maintaining
hexagonal mesh with dimensions which are conventionally known
and preferable of b5x7, 6x8, 8x10, 10x12, 12x14 mm. The
preferred distance between two adjacent ropes 20 may be
between 25 cm and 100 cm and even more. The total lateral

dimension of the grid is preferably between 2 and 5 m.

A particularly advantageous feature of the present invention
is the fact that the machine 10 allows the production of a
protection grid 12 in which the ropes 20, 1in addition to
having a greater diameter and therefore a greater resistance
than the ones which can be used in the known protection
grids, are also more rectilinear, already upstream of the
beam, thereby improving the performance levels of the
protection grid following an impact, but particularly
avoiding a narrowing of the grid downstream of the beam with
respect to the nominal transverse dimension. In fact, as set
out above, the ropes with a diameter greater than 8 mm of the

grid described above, preferably between 9 mm and 12 mm, and
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even more preferably approximately of 10 mm, maintain the
linearity thereof, with no undulations or extremely small
undulations already upstream of the beam, as a result of
which the resulting grid is not subjected to the narrowing
which occurs in the grids of the known type by straightening
the ropes downstream of the beam. As a result of this
feature, it is also possible to introduce into the protection
grid 12 transverse ropes without this Dbringing about an
undulation of the grid as a result of the narrowing of the
grid. In particular, 1t is advantageous to 1nsert the
potential transverse ropes immediately downstream of the
discharge of the wires or ropes from the semi-cylindrical
rotatable bodies 60, 62, 160, 162, as indicated by the
outline of the transverse rope Z indicated with a thin line
in Figure 3, the diameter of which is less than the distance
E between the axis of the discharge holes of the wires or
ropes from the above-mentioned semi-cylindrical rotatable

bodies 60, 62, 160, 162.

If the transverse ropes 7Z are used, there is the additional
advantage that the impact force which is applied to the
protection grid 12 1s absorbed to the maximum extent
virtually immediately both by the longitudinal ropes 20 and
by the transverse ropes Z, with the immediate containing

effect in both directions.

Naturally, the principle of the invention remaining the same,
the forms of embodiment and details of construction may be
varied widely with respect to those described and
illustrated, without thereby departing from the scope of the

present invention.
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY

European Patent Office

D-80298 Munich

GERMANY Bologna, 26 May 2025
Our ref.: PE2562
Your ref.:

INTERNATIONAL patent application no. PCT/IB2024/052056 dated 04.03.2024
"High-strength metal grid for containment and protection and machine for the production
thereof"

in the name of: OFFICINE MACCAFERRI S.p.A.

(Priority No. IT 102023000004578 dated 10.03.2023)

Dear Sirs,
We are herewith replying to the outstanding written opinion of the IPEA.

Amendments to the claims are herewith submitted to be taken into account by the
International examiner. More specifically, claim 1 has been amended to indicate that each
single metal wire is interlaced with another single metal wire in wire interlacing portions, or it
is twisted in twists around a single rope in rope interlacing portions.

The amendment is clearly supported by the whole description and shown in the figures. No
part of the description can be understood to describe a net with interlacing portions where
more than two wires or, alternatively, a wire and a rope, are interlaced or twisted.

In view of the amendments to claim 1, we make reference to the arguments set forth in our
letter of 17 February 2025 to submit that the invention is new over D1 and D3, since they
disclose nets where three elements, namely one rope and two wires, are interlaced or twisted
at each node of the net, while the present invention refers to a net where only two elements
define each node thereof.

Claim 1 is also new in respect of D2, which is completely silent about the diameter of the rope,
as correctly recognized by the examiner at point 2.1 of the written opinion.

Claim 1 should therefore be considered new in respect of D1, D2 and D3.

The Examiner further states that claim 1 lacks inventive step over D2 and D3 because, starting
from D2, it would have been obvious for the skilled person “knowing of course the common
range of diameters of such diamond mesh wires for the stated application” to select rope
diameters within the claimed range defined in claim 1.

The examiner’s argument is respectfully traversed, because it is based on the unfeatible
assumption that the skilled person, reading D3 where rope diameters between 4 mm and 10
mm, would have been able to transfer that information to the net of D2. It is important to
recognize that D3 shows a three-node net, where the rope is an additional reinforcement
element which is running straight between the meshes made by the couples of metal wires.

It is reminded that (see e.g. the Guidelines for Examination in the EPO, VII-5.3) when

considering the obviousness of a solution, “the point is not whether the skilled person could
have arrived at the invention by adapting or modifying the closest prior art but whether the
skilled person would have done so because the prior art provided motivation to do so in the
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expectation of some improvement or advantage”.

D3 does not attach any particular advantage to the selection of the sub-range of more than 8
mm for the ropes, out of the wider range of 4-10 mm. Moreover, D3 is silent about the
possibility to use a rope for any of the three elements making a diamond mesh: it is just the
middle element which can be a rope of a rather big diameter, that is, bigger than 8 mm. There
is no hint in D3 which would have prompted the skilled person to use such a big rope to
replace one of the two sides of the diamond rope, which are equivalent to the sides of the
hexagonal mesh of D2.

As already explained in the previous letter of February 2025, the prior art also involved
technical limitations which the skilled person was aware of, that is, the impossibility to use a
big rope to make an hexagonal mesh using standard machines, which have limitations in terms
of the ropes which can be intertwined. This is also the reason why in D3 the rather big rope
can only be the straight, middle one in the diamond mesh. This piece of common general
knowledge, that is, the fact that known machines were not able to twist a big rope in a
hexagonal mesh netting, must also be taken into account when considering the state of the art
and the lack of information that a skilled person had about the available technology when the
present application was filed.

For the above reasons, it should be recognized that the invention claimed in claim 1 is also

inventive.

Yours sincerely,
The Representative

Pm Paolo
PROVVISIONATO & CO

Encls.: amended pages of claims, both annotated and clean
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1
CLAIMS

1. A high-strength protection grid for uses of the civil and
geo-technical type which is produced with a plurality of
metal wires (14) which are intercalated with metal ropes
(20), each single metal wire being interlaced with another
single metal wire in wire interlacing portions (18), or being
twisted in twists around a single rope in rope interlacing
portions (22), the interlacings between the wires and the
twists of the wires with the ropes defining the mesh of the
grid, wherein the interlacings and the twists are each
unidirectional and wherein the ropes have an external
diameter which 1is greater than the wires and greater than 8

mm.

2. A protection grid according to claim 1, wherein the ropes

(20) have an external diameter between 2 and 12 mm.

3. A protection grid according to claim 2, wherein the ropes
(20) have an external diameter which is approximately of 10

mm.

4, A protection grid according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein the ropes (20) have a protective external covering of
plastics material which contributes to the total external

diameter of the rope.

5. A protection grid according to any one of claims 1 to 4,
wherein the ropes (20) have an ultimate tensile strength
greater than approximately 1000 MPa, preferably greater than
1500 MPa, even more preferably greater than or equal to

approximately 1700 MPa.

6. A protection grid according to any one of the preceding

claims, wherein the ropes (20) are helical ropes.

AMENDED SHEET
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7. A protection grid according to any one of the preceding

claims, the grid being substantially planar.

8. A protection grid according to any one of the preceding
claims, comprising transverse ropes (Z) which are interlaced

with the mesh of the grid.

9. A manufacturing machine for a protection grid according to
any one of the preceding claims, comprising a series of pairs
of first guide devices, which are spaced apart from each
other and coaxial, and which are arranged in rows parallel
with the axis of a drum, and a series of pairs of second
guide devices, which are spaced apart from each other and
coaxial, and which are arranged at the other side of the
plane of symmetry which is tangent to the drum, each pair of
second guide devices being arranged specularly opposite, with
respect to the plane of symmetry, one of the pairs of first
guide devices, wherein the pairs of first and second devices
are simultaneously movable by half a step 1in opposite
directions parallel with the axis of the drum, characterized
in that the minimum distance (D) between the guide devices in

a passage zone of a rope is greater than 8 mm.

10. A machine according to claim 9, wherein the minimum
distance between the guide devices is greater than or equal
to 10 mm, preferably greater than or equal to 12 mm, even

more preferably of 13 mm or more.
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