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Box No. Il Priority

KEKO KROOOKX
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Box No. | Basis of the opinion

Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention

Box No. VIII  Certain observations on the international application

Box No. Il Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability

Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement

Box No. VI Certain documents cited
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT/AB2024/056482

Box No.| Basis of the opinion

1.

2.

3.

4.

With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of:
Ll the international application in the language in which it was filed.

X a translation of the international application into English , which is the language of a translation furnished for
the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)).

O  This opinion has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized
by or notified to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43bis.1(a))

1 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, this
opinion has been established on the basis of a sequence listing:

a. O forming part of the international application as filed.

b. O furnished subsequent to the international filing date for the purposes of international
search (Rule 13ter.1(a)),

L1 accompanied by a statement to the effect that the sequence listing does not go beyond the
disclosure in the international application as filed.

L1 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, this
opinion has been established to the extent that a meaningful opinion could be formed without a WIPO
Standard ST.26 compliant sequence listing.

. Additional comments:

Box No.V  Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement

. Statement
Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-14
No: Claims
Inventive step (1S) Yes: Claims 1-14
No: Claims
Industrial applicability (1A) Yes: Claims 1-14

No: Claims

. Citations and explanations

see separate sheet

Form PCT/SA/237 (July 2022)



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT/AB2024/056482

Box No. VIl Certain defects in the international application

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted:

see separate sheet

Box No. VIIl Certain observations on the international application

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the
claims are fully supported by the description, are made:

see separate sheet
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/IB2024/056482

Re ltem V

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement

1
1.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

Cited prior art
Reference is made to the following documents:

D1 WO 2014/166996 A1 (CARPI TECH BV [NL]) 16 October 2014
(2014-10-16)

D2 US 9 903 082 B2 (POWERCHINA HUADONG ENGINEERING
CORP LTD [CN]) 27 February 2018 (2018-02-27)

Novelty and inventive step

Document D1, which is considered to form the closest prior art, does not
disclose the feature of independent claim 1, in that the strip (8), which is
inserted into each of the grooves (6) is folded on itself. The subject-matter of
independent claim 1 is therefore novel, Article 33(2) PCT.

Corresponding independent claim 7 comprises the same distinguishing feature.
The subject-matter of claim 7 is therefore also considered novel, Article 33(2)
PCT.

However, the objection in Re Item VIl below, concerning the material used for
strip (8), are to be noted in order to come to independent claims, the subject-
matter of which can be considered satisfying the requirements of Article 6 PCT.

It is known from document D2 to have a strip of material inserted in a bend, as
claimed in claims 1 and 7, see figure 2 of document D2. There is however no
indication in the cited prior art to fold the strip on itself.

Therefore starting from document D1 as closest prior art, the skilled person can
only arrive at the subject-matter of the independent claims by means of an
inventive step, even if document D1 were to be combined with document D2.

Consequently the subject-matter of the claims is considered involving an
inventive step, Article 33(3) PCT.

Re Item VIl

Certain defects in the international application

Form PCT/ISA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 1) (EPC-April 2005)



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/IB2024/056482

1 Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art
disclosed in the cited prior art documents is not mentioned in the description,
nor are these documents identified therein.

2 Claim 14, which is the last claim, refers to claim 15, which is obviously not
correct. This should be remedied.

Re Item VIiI
Certain observations on the international application

1 Independent claims 1 and 7 are not clear, Article 6 PCT, because of the wording
"or equivalent material" and "or of equivalent material", as these wordings
render the scope of protection of these claims indefinite. In order to come to
subject-matter that can be considered clear and concise, these wordings should
be removed from the independent claims.
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